Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



I 



HARVARD 
COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 



ANCIENT AND MODERN DENBIGH. 






,::„./:^l '-^.^ij 



AHCIENT AND MODERN 



DENBIGH : 



A DESCRIPTIVE HISTORY OF THE CiSTLE, 
BOROUGH, AND LIBERTIES; 



WITH 8KBT0BB8 OP TBI LITB8« OHARAOTIR, AMD BXPL0IT8 OP THI PBUDAL 

L0KD8 AMD MILTTART OOTnNORB OP THB P0RTEB88j TO IT8 PINAL 

8nOS AlTD &BDUOTION ; N0TI0B8 OP AMOIBNT LOCAL PA1IIL1B8 

AMD BMIMBMT MATXTB8, MUNICIPAL OPPICBRB AND 

COBPORATB RB0OBD8> AIYCIBMT OV1LD8, 

' MILTTA&T AMD BCCLB8IA8TICAL 

mBMAIMB, &C., &0., &0. 



BY JOHN WILLIAMS. 



vD DENBIGH I 
PRINTED AND PUfiUSHBD BY J. WILLUII8, VALI STBEBT. 

1850 . 



/-^//tZ-J 









s'.. 



DEDICATED BY PERMISSION 

TO 

THE WORSHIPFUL THE MAYOR 

AND MAGISTRATES, 
ALDERMEN, COMMON COUNCIL, TOWN CLERK, 

AND BURGESSES, 

OF THE 

flutiint SBrnngjr sf fiinbig^, 

BY THEIR OBEDIRNT 

AND OBLIQED SERVANT, 

THE AUTHOR. 



PREFACE. 



Having spent nearly fi?e yean in collecting the historical materials for this Worfr, 
and, owing to adverse drcnmstancee, more than three years in bringing it tlu«ngh 
the press, the Compiler has, at length, reached the limits prescribed, and now 
hnmbly presents the fruit of his laboors to his indulgent subscribers, and the 
pubUc in general. The delay has, howerer, rendered the book itself far more oom« 
plete and correct than it otherwise could hare appesred. 

The Work, together with the copyright, has passed out of the Author's hands, 
leering him the mere —though, perhaps, Uie purer gratification of haring successfully 
accomplished what has been to him a great, laborious, and difficult task; not for hia 
own personal advantage, but as a Tolnntary and humble senrioe to the town and 
locality. Indeed, if Uie Tolume now laid before the reader has any merit at all, it 
must arise simply from the hud that, unlike most other books of the present day, it 
has not been "written expressly for the trade," as a business speculation, but for 
the preservation of our local and municipal records, and this must be the only 
reason why the production of an obscure pen has attracted the notice of the highest 
literary. Antiquarian, and Archeologicsl publications of the day — merely for the 
. intrinsic value of the mass of historical matter contained therein. 

Not only hare most of the nobility, gentry, and clergy connected with the Bo- 
rough and County of Denbigh, as well as hundreds from other parts of Wales and 
England, sent in thdr names as subscribers to the Work, but the Author has been 
favoured with every assistance that could be desired in the shape of historical com- 
munications, free perusal of local records, loan of manuscripts, ftunily pedigrees, 
deeds of private property, rare and valuable books, and a great number it ancient 
docmnente, &o,« &c 

Thus, the compiler has beoome especially indebted to Richard Williams, Esq., 
town-derk, and tlurough him to the corporate authorities; to the Rev. Altnd 
Butler Glongb, B.D., Rector of Braunston, Daventry ; W. Wynne Ffbulkes, Esq., 
barrister-at-Iaw; William Owen, Esq., Tan-y-girt; Richard Peake, Esq., Chepstow; 
Robert Chambie Vaughan, Esq., Bnrlton UaU, Salop ; the Rev. Sir Charles John 
Salnsbury, Bart., Llanwem, Monmouth; the late Right Hon. Ix>rd Bagot; Idisa 
Angharad Llwyd,of Rhyl; Captain Ffoulkes of Eriviatt; the Rev. E. L. Bam- 
well, Head Master of Ruthin School; Ignatius Williams, Esq. of the Groves 
the Rev. Edmund Williams, Pentremawr Hall ; John Myddelton, Esq. of Clifton, 
Bristol; James Conway, Esq., Liverpool; Mr. Jones, solicitor, correspondent 
of the Cttmarwm and Denbigh Herald} Price Morris, Esq. of the Abbey; 
Townshend Mainwaring, Esq., GalltfiMnan) Samuel Edwarde?, Esq. of Denbigh; . 
the Rev. Lewis Lewis, Rector of Denbigh ; William Hughes, 1^., solicitor, Rhyl; 
l^lr. Edwards, Fron Cottage, Denbigh, &c., and to tiie Venerable Archdeaom 
Newcome, for penbission to copy, at length, from his valuable work. 

The Author, has, however, to regret tiiat ho has not been able, within the limits 
and time prescribed, to make use (Mf all the information thus furnished, especially of 
the pedigrees, &c., prooired from the Britieh Mueeum; much less to avail himself 
of all the assistance offered ; as, for instance, of those valuable documents at Comber- 
mere Abbey, touddng the history of Ae Salusburies of Lleweni, as kindly suggested 
by Field Marshall, the Lord Viscount Combermere. 

Printers are now growing too Street to point out to every eye the "errors 
of the press," and, indeed, the proof-sheets have passed through so man^ correcting 
hands, that this work is less "damaged" with typographical imperfections than most 
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produotionB of its sise and cbancter ; yet> it is not altogether ''perfect/' the 
eirata, howover, are mostly of that kind which the intelligait and educated 
reader will readily detect as " sach»" or occur only in some of the earlier copies; as, 
tfi ierrorem" for in terror ; page 3 : ''per terra'* for pro terra ; page 18 : " Bd" 
ward Mortimer" for Bdmund Morlimer, twice; page 69: ''(nieetive commotioniT' 
for inteetine commotions ; page 85 : " CUieia" for Cecilia ; page 148 and 149 : 
iMe Lordship for hie Lordship; page 170: " 1840" for 1640; page 161 x "eppoT" 
twMu^' for opporhmitaei page 182 : "1461" for 1561 ; page 204 : " reetgjtiiuta' 
iUm" for eapiltUationi page 214: "Sen, gleb/' for ierr, ^isb.,page 350 {''elesct /enet" 
for elereetoriee; page 330 ; and, perhaps, some few more. 

Instead of " who was treasurer for the oonnty in 1753,*' read who was eon to 
the treasurer, &c., page 252 ; and for " but he had two daughters,** read but Col, 
Evane had &o., page 253. Mr. Bailiff Foulkes (page 116) was not of Briyiatt., No 
Peake has been resident at Perthewig> since the dose of the serenteenth century.^ 

W. Hughes, Esq., Rhyl, points out sereral fkcta whidi had escaped our notice, 
as, that the celebrated " Owen Tudor, had in 38 Henry VI., (1459), a grant of the 
Parks of Moylewike, Careenodeoke, Kilford, Baghan, and Posty in the Lordship of 
Dynby in North Wales, with the woodwardship of the same.*' — Rgmer, Vol. 5, 
par, 1 1., ^. 9 1 . This ndll explain Jasper Tudor's connection with Denbigh* That 
the annual expense of maintaining tlie garrison of Denbigh Castle, ^oye 78, 
*' estimated according to the present Yalue of money, was not much less than 
j^20,000 !" That Edmund Mortimer, (page 79) being then only 10 years of sge^ 
could not haye conceived a passion for Glyndwr's daughter, as is generally stated by 
writers on those times. Tliat the Earl of Richmond, afterwarcto Henry VII, was 
bom in 1456, and was, tlierefore, an infont when Denbigh was burnt, page 86. 

There are other questions pressed by antiquarian correspondents which we cannot 
again open, except in the Appendix ; as, whether the Salueburiee came first firom 
Salzburg in Germany, or ftom Salehtry in Lancashire ; whether the Welsh pedl« 
grees are correct or not, in deriviog the Pigote firom Picot de Saye, and that he was 
ancestor to the Bigods, Earls of Norfolk ; whether Pennant has any authority or not 
for charging the Earl of Leicester with having executed two of ^e Balusburies of 
Lleweni. We think it sufficiently pUdn that Sir William, Sir John, and Sir Robert 
Peake, ''were not of the Weleh iajmlf'-^page 198; and must leave all notes, 
omissions, 6cc., for the Appendix. — Peakee, Heatone, Cloughe, i^on/itef ', &c, &c 

The Rev. A. B. Clougfa having, very kindly and unsolicited, got up a subscription 
for copies of those vcay ancient and valuable records in Uie Tower of London 
touching Denbigh, the Author hopes to be able, ere long, to publish a rather large 
Appendix, containing so much of tfaoso records as may be desirable,-— a list of the 
Representative Burgesses of Denbigh, from the earliest pariiaments in whidi they 
were privileged to sit, to the present time, with sketches of the lives and rfmnM?tfiff 
of. the most eminent, &c ; a continuation of the munidpal. parodiial, and local 
history, from the reign of Charles II. down to the present time ; critidsms, emenda- 
tions, hidex, rtferenee, &c ; a sketdi of the rise and progress of the Dissenting 
Denominations in this neighbourhood, &o., and, if posdble, to make xsp tot the de- 
fective illustrations. 

When the Appendix is added, few other provincial towns, will be possessed 
of so complete a history — to which not only the antiquary and genealogist may 
refer for every historical fact conneded with the locality, but the practical man of 
business find every requisite information on matters of munidpal and parochial 
importance, foundation and government of every local institution, &c., &c. 

The issuing of the contemplated Appendix must, however, depend upon the will 
and pleasore of the subscribers, and the sale of the Work as it now appears. 

THE AUTHOR. 
Dbmbioh, 

October 10th, 1656. 
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CHAPTER h 



EARLY HISTORY OF DENBIGH AND THlS VALE OP CLWYD. 



The etymological derivation of the name Denbiffh, ( called in Welsh 
JHnhyeh)^ has giren rise to much diyersity of opinion.* Its ancient 

* It is admitted that the first ajDable dm or tfiii is BynonyroonB with the Saxon 
dim or duttf signifying, Iitf*a]]y» on sm fac nge, and ooaTentionaUy a ybrlreit or 
a Jitri^led town, beoaose sndi were the nsoal rites of andent dties. But the 
prodse meaning of the latter syllable is nnknown. Aoooiding to the popular 
tradition, Biffh or Byek was the propor name of a boast or monstoTf whidi once 
inhabitod those high predpitons difls on the oastem dde of the Castle, and long 
held the surrounding ooantry (nterrorem; bnt was at last slain by *' Syr John 
y Bodiam," or Sir John Salosbury of Llewenoy, whose effigy> and that of his lady, 
may be seen In Whitdrardi« with a representation of a mm-'dBKr^i animal lying 
at thdr iiaet» which the mstio wiU point oat to yon as the imi^ of the Byeh In 
miniatmre. ''Syr John" acqidred, as wo are told^ the popular somame of 
"Bodktu,'* or Thumbs, from the Act that natore had not only endowed him with a 
double portion of Samson's strength, but had likewise ftvniahed him idth an extra 
thumb on each hand, and two great toes on eaoh foot He performed greater 
exploits if we must beliere popular tradition, than even " Guy of Warwick/' who 
dew the Dun-cow. He destroy e d the By^ by which great feat^ he bestowed 
upon the town, or *' dty," the eternal name of *' Dim Byeh/' or no Bigh ; and 
dew the ''Great White JUoneee," in the Tower of London, "at one blow with his 
naked fist," by whidi daring deed he acquired for his estate the name of LUweney ) 
and came off victor at a wrestling match with the giant, " Edward Shon Datydd," 
the cdd>rated builder of Pont y DdftI, whose wilking-stidc was the axle-tree of a 
cart, with a huge crow-bar driven into one end and bent for a handle, whidi he 
flourished about his head to the great dismay of Oliyer Cromwdl, whilst he crushed 
the Usurper's great silver goblet into a cake between the fingers of the other hand, 
after qui^flfing its contents to the health $»f King Charles. As a farther trial of 
strength, " Syr John," meeting the giant at the BnU Inn, Denbigh, carried him on 
his dioulder in a great arm-chair, long after preserved as " Cadair Syr John y 
Bodiau/* in whidi our hero, when he came to town, always sat to e^joy his " pipe 
and pot," and which no other man, but Edward Shon Davydd, ever dared to occupy. 
He also engaged to twist withes with the giant, and out-did him by twisting forest 

B 



4 ANCIBNT AND MODIERN DENDTGII. 

name was Cledflyut or CdM{firyn yn RMa, which ngniftes a roeky 
hiU, in the hundred of Rhda. But the fact that the aignification of 

traee up by the root He porformed many other Iterooleaa labonn. Before his 
Umm, the town iraa caUed DMaeh, orthe litiU eUy, bat "Syr John'' dignified it 
with the title of IHmk}feh, afterwards written Dmbjfck^ Sach Is the fiopalar 
tradition. 

In some andont records* wo find it written Dinbeeh, as in the following alliter- 
ated line t*- 

" HwheA a Viabeek bob ddr ;" 
whidi might be a corraption of XHnbaek. Nor can it be doubted that the original 
fortress was smaU* whilst the ancient town endoeed within the walls was diminutive, 
and built upon a little hill— small in comparison with the neighbouring heights. 

But some will have it to be derived ih>m buck, a cow, now written haaeh ; but 
stiU making its plural iabueMod, They suppose it to imply eow or cattle JuU, 
and to haye been so called firom the herds which might once haye grased thereon. 

The etymology given by the late Aneurin Owen, Esq., was "frnipitoui At/I," 
flfom DinHf a hill, and pyeh or by eh an obiolete word for predpioo. There can be 
no question as to the orthography, for the place u lo spdt (in a list of places) at 
the time of Uowdyn ab GruiTydd. There ia» indeed, a Byehtyn in Flintshire. 

Others maintain that the word byeh once signified fair or beautifU, and 
make it to mean a /air At//; whidi ia» certainly, very graphie, there being no 
fUrer hill, or eminence orerlodking a iurer vale, in all Cambria. 

It has been likewise conjectured that byeh is nothing more than iiio andent 
plural of bweh, a buck or stag, now written byehod, bucks ; and that Dinbyeh 
implies detr hill, lying on the outakirts of the andent forest of Uewoni, once 
well-stodced with wild deer, which, from thdr InstinctiTe habits of dimbing and 
oongregating, would continually muster on this lUr hill, and that Sir John Salusbory 
might have dther eztermiaated the breed, by bebg too eager fbr the chase, or from 
some other motive} er he iaight have hunted down some fSunous roebudc, whose fleet 
fact had hitherto defied the intrepidity of many a daring sportsman, and which 
might have been considered very fierce and dangerous by the more timid townslblk. 
It does, indeed, H'P^*' ▼^ plausible, as well as poedble, that the Bn|^ name 
DeMgh, the ** den of the biyh or byeh," may have taken its rise firom the Welsh 
legend alluded to ; but the fSM^t that the town was called Denbigh many ages befbre 
the time of the Sir John Salusbury whose monument is seen at Whitdiurch, leada 
us to omdudo dther that he was not the real *' Syr John y Bodian," or that hia 
ozploits havo bocome confounded with those of some otiier hero of a much earlier 
age, who might have destroyed the wild beasts which then made this hill their den. 

Otiiers suppose the byeh to be the hound coudiing in fkont of the Castle» seen on 
the Corporate Seal and Town Arms. 

The vulgar provuuaal pronunciation is always Din^aeA, or Dimbaeht (n being 
sounded as m before b), except in this neighbourhood, where a is pronounced as e, 
and has become a " dbboletii," as « e Dmbech." 

According to Potor BHis, the first John Salusbury of Lleweny died in 1089, his 
fother bdng settled hero in the time of the Conqueror, with whom the founder of 
the fiunUy came over. If so, the "real original" *'Syr John y JBodiat^' may, indeed, 
have been the fiMinder of Denbigh Castle and Town, and may have extirpated 
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the name Denbigh is long rince loet, proyee its hi^ nntiquity. as a 
fortress and city ; and if the origin c^ its name lies buried '"neath 
the dost of ages/' its early history is inyolved in still deeper obscu- 
rity. In Roman times» it formed a part of the country called Tegenia, 
(Tegeingl?)^ and stood opposite to Yaris, now Boefftm.* The direc- 
tion of the Roman road from Yaris to Conorium, (Ckmway) is not 
known, but it probably ran through BodBuri, or Dwlch Agricola,t up 
the pass of Denbigh towards Gaerhun. This country was then in- 
habited by the Ordorices, {Gordaviffum) a powerful tribe of the Britons. 

In A.D. 58, Suetonius Paulinus was sent oyer by the Em- 
peror Nero, and was, perhaps, the first Roman general who led' 
an army into the Yale of Clwyd. He encamped at a place near 
St. Asaph, stUl called Bryn Faulin, or the lull of Paulinus, from 
whence he penetrated as fiiur as Anglesea, subdued that island, and 
massacred the Druids, ftc. ; but hearing of the reyolt of Boadicea, he 
suddenly retraced hu steps towards LondoUi learing such garrisons 
as he could spare to keep possession of this part of the country. 

In A.D.. 78, Julius Agricola, (in the reign of Yespasian,) seems to 
haye passed this way at the head of a Roman legion, on his way to 
Mona, or Anglesea, leaying his name to that yery remarkable Pass in 
the Tale Mountains, still called *' Bwlch Agricola.'' Many pieces of 
Roman coin haye, a few years since, been discoyered in the neighbour- 
hood of this Pass. In the course of seyen yictorious summer cam- 
paigns, he extended the Roman rule oyer all England and Wales, and 
spent the winters in amdioratbg the condition of the Britons, and 
instructing them in the arts of drilised life ; in building dties, forts, 
and stations, and laying down roads, or viarum strata, in various 

wme wild beasts whidi then infested Uie plsoe. Bat ss he was s Gennsn noible- 
man, (of royal lineage, descended from tlia Emperor Charifmagne), the qaestion 
forces itself upon us — ^Is it not possible that the name Dln^ireA, for which we fold 
no certain Celtic oigin or etymologj, after weighing tiie opiniims of the highest 
Welsh authorities, may, after aU, be a Welsh cormption of Osn^^s, derived from 
the German den, a TaUey, and biffe, hiffhe, or biph, a bay, nook, or bend i Denbigh 
being, when viewed from Ueweoey, espedally, sitoated just in such s bond, bay, 
or bight of the Vde? 

* The site of the Roman VaHip (which Antonbiis mentions ss being 19 mites 
hom Conovium, and 32 miles from Deva) had been sought in vain, until the lato 
eminent antiquary and Celtic scholar, Anemin Owen, Esq^ son of our g re a t 
linguist, Dr. Owen Pughe), discovered the foundation waOs of that Img-songlit 
station between BodiiKi and the Qwyd, near Pontriffith, where thoy are dis« 
tinctly visibte. 

t But Mr. Ffoulkes, however, supposes the name of the pass, as given by Ponnan(» 
and in the Ordnance maps, to bo a ooinq>tion of Jhtieh y pmg gUu, oi the Yum 
of green h e a t her. 

B 2 



6 ANCIENT AND MODBRN DSNBIGH. 

directiouB through a wild iracklesa country. YMtrad-Clwyd/^ or the 
Roman road across the Yale of Clwyd^ was probably his work 
originally. 

In after times, this part of the country fell by hdrship to St 
Helena, the mother of Constantino the Great ; but when her progeny 
became extinct, it deyolyed upon Cynedda Wledig, her nephew, king 
of the Ystrad-Clwyd Britons, in whose illustrious family it continued, 
with some little interruption hereafter explained, until the British 

* It is the anthor't humble opLoUm that all the Welah yMtradoM arc dcaiTed from 
the viarwH tiraia j and henoe wo may infer that 4ftm Vitrad, Pomi Ytiradf Pla$ 
Tiirad, Stc, in (he immediate lidnitf of Denbigh^ indicate the diiectkm of theandent 
Boman road acnMM the Valflb probably towards Mynydd-y-Gaer, near Uanneiydd. 

Camden, in hia Britanniap (SusBex, page 856), has this observation : "From 
Donmow to Colchester is a direct road, wherein are still, in some places, to be seen 
the remains of an old JBoaum way, dic^p called the $ire€t$ the very word (jiirata) 
used by our countryman Bede, to signify a Bonum road. In an old "Persmbula- 
tion of the Forest," in the time of King John^ It is ssid, " Super $tratam ducen- 
tem k Dunmow Tcrsoi Colcestriam/' T$irad MareMl in Montgomery, on a branch 
of the great Boman road celled Watiing-stree^ is known, in SngUah, as fiVree/ 
Marc0i, And aU the yBtradtM in Wales, like the numerous English Straitotu and 
8irtU<m», are lying on some old Roman road, mostly upon the great Sam Heieih 
as Vtirad Qwy, Ytirad Towy^ Y$irad Meiriy, and Vtirad Vlikr, Straf/Uur or 
Strata Ftarida, so csllod, not because the abb^ was fitoated *' on the plain nesr 
the Flur" as even that great antiquary Sir Samuel Mejrick believes, but because 
it stood near the place where the Roman road crossed that river. 
' When Old Cambria was yet but one wild wastes and an almost tnudden and im- 
penetrsble fineet, those places where the viarum ttrata formed a junction widi some 
known river, became the most remarkable pointi or stations on those ancient roads. 
Strath-Alun, Stratii-Clyde, &c, or Ysfarad-Alun and Ystrad-Clwyd, criginaUy hidi- 
cated nothing more than the junction jof those roads with the rivers mentioned, and 
their direction across or along their valleys. In process of time, indeed, yttrad, 
and especially Miratk, in Scotland, by conventknial license;, became the name^of 
whole " commots" and districts, and even of petty statee. 

Agidn, if yttrad is a pure Welsh word, signifying a valley or pbin, as oar leiico- 
gi^herB teQ us, it is unaccountable that we have no instsnce^ so fiur as the anthor^s 
recollection goea^ of its ever being used by our ancestors as a common substantive i 
and its only accredited relatives are y$trawd, a coursei and yHryd, a itraet; whUsi 
III presumed " originators,'' are traed and trawd, going along the y$trawd, yttrad, 
or yttryd, with the eternal idea of tread and trot. Nor need the Welsh reader be 
reminded that in **olden time" it waa always written yttrat. But if it be not a 
genuine British word, we may now safely plead ** the Statute of limitation" fbriti 
l^gal retention, as the parent of our modem yttryd. 

To signify a Roman road, y«lrad wss better than any genuine Celtic tennj bui^ 
for every otiierpurpoee, it was and stiU continues, perfeetiy useless to a people whose 
language already abounds indyffrynoedd, gtooiiededdau, giynnoedd, eymmydd, nen. 
tydd, rkotydd, ywmmydd, dolydd, and every other googiaphioa and geological term. 
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blood royal became extmct» "as to aoTereignty,'' in tlie person of 
Da^d ap Giiffith, the last Wdsh Prince of Wales and lord of 
Denbigh* 

In 887» after the lapse of 800 years, " The remains of the Strath- 
Clyde Britons,'* says Warrington^ ''having been harassed by the 
Danes, Saxons, and Scots; and after serere conflicts with them, 
having lost Gonstantine thdbr king, in battle, applied to Anarawd for 
an asylmn in his dominions.*' The reader mnst understand that 
Anarawd, was the eldest son of Boderio the Great, and that ho 
obtained the princedom of North Wales, and the title of supreme 
king of aU Wales, This prince tdd the ambassadors that he had 
no unoccupied lands at his disposal, but that if they could dispossess 
those Saxons who then held that part of his rightful dominions which 
lay between the Dee and the Conway, it should be their^s ; whilst he 
would render them all the assistance in his power to thatend. Being 
dismissed with tins gracious reply from a prince of their own blood, 
they returned pririly to the north, to concoct measures for the expe- 
dition, which they immediately undertook, under the conduct of a 
braTC leader, called Hobart, and falling thus suddenly and unexpect- 
edly upon the Saxons, they put them to the sword. Few saved 
their liTes by flight, their communication with England being cut off 
by the invaders, and their retreat f^irther into Wales than the Conway 
prevented by Anarawd. These northern Britons now took possession 
of the Yale of Clwyd, EhOs, and aU the country before possessed by 
the Saxons. "These people,'' observes our audior, "remained for a 
time in quiet possession of their new kingdom, until Eadred, the 
Earl of Mercia, mortified by the disgrace his arms had sustained, 
made preparations to recover the country which liad been so easily 
torn from him. The Britons having early intelligence of his design, 
removed their cattle and other valuable effects beyond the river 
Conway. To support his allies, and expel from the bosom of his 
eountry its hereditary enemies, Anarawd exhibited a spirit and 
activity suitable to the importance of the occasion; and having 
encountered the*Saxons at Cymryd, about two miles from Conway, 
by his own gallantry, and the bravery of his troops, he gave them an 
entire defeat. Pursuing thi^r victory, the Welsh followed the Sax- 
ons into Hercia, laid waste their borders, and returned into their 
own country loaded with valuable spoils. These northern Britons, 
by an unaccountable and singular policy, were allowed to establish 
a separate state in the Vale of Clwyd, in Ehds, and in the conquered 
country. Part of this country had been called Tegenia by the Bo- 
mans, Englefield by the Saxons, and Tegeingl by the Welsh ; but 
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being now united with the other territories, the northern Britona gave 
their new kingdom the name of Strath-Clwyd, part of it being situated 
on the banks of the river Clwyd/' Camden also observes, — ** Marianus 
makes mention of a king of the Stratk-Cluid-WeUh ; and at this day 
'tis called Dyffryn Klwyd, i. e. the Vale of Cluid; whence, as some 
authors have deUver^d, certain Britains^ coming out of Scotland, 
planted a kingdom, baring first driven out the English which were 
seated there.*' Galedfryn yn Rh6s, or Dinbych, situated near Ts* 
trad and the river Glwyd, was the centrci and possibly the capital of 
the new Tstrad-Glwyd kingdom, and from these ** Britons of Scot- 
land" descended the present inhabitants of Denbigh^ and the Yale of 
Glwyd, as well as of all the country from Chester to Conway ; but 
with a considerable admixture of Siaon and Norman blood introduced 
in later times. 

This petty kingdom lasted nearly a century, ''when,*' we are told, 
'^DunwiJlon, the last prince of the Strath-Clwyd Britons, who had 
settled here, intimidated by the cruel ravages of the Danes, or influ- 
enced by the pious spirit (7) of that age, retired to Bome, and engaged 
in a rdigious life/' On his abdication, this small state became 
re-united to the kingdom of North Wales. 

It may be worth mentioning that this king of the Yale wa% as it 
appears, one of those three inferior Welsh princes (DunwaUo, Sifre- 
thus, and Ithel,) who rowed Edgar the Pacific up the Dee, after that 
Saxon king's invasion of this country, and its amicable termination 
in A. D. 965. 

St. Patrick is said to have been a Strad-Cluid Briton. 

In A.D. 1063, Harold, the son of Earl Godwin, at the head of a 
formidable army, made himself master of the Yale of Glwyd, and all 
the level country; and falling suddenly upon Prince Griffith ap Llew- 
elyn, who then held his court at Rhuddlan Castie, he took that 
fortress, and set the Welsh " ships of war," which were lying in the 
river, on fire, save that in which* Griffith escaped *' to some foreign 
land." In the mean time, Toston, Tosti, or Tostig, Harold's brother, 
arrived with a strong body of horse, with which he was left to keep 
possession of the Yale and Rhds, whilst Harold led the infantry into 
Snowdonia. The Welsh, unprepared for war, taken by surprise, and 
without their leader, were forced to submit to the conqueror on his 
own terms, and to pay tribute. Harold set up monuments of his 
victories in several places, with this inscription, " Hie Juii victor 
Haroldus" ; but does not appear to have token possession of any 
lands. On the murder of Griffith ap Llewelyn, who returned the 
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next year, Harold gaye North Wales to Bl(sddyii and Bhiwallon, taking 
hostages for the payment of the enforced trihnte, and enacting that if 
any Welshman came to England, without the King's licence, and was 
taken on the eastern side of Offa's Dyke, his right hand should he 
cat off; and so departed. 

In A.D. 1115, Denhigh is said to haye heen the scene of a san- 
gninary hattle hetween Howel ap Ithel, Lord of Rh6s and Rhufoniog, 
and the sons of' Howel ap Edwin, who were, it would seem, in pos- 
session of the Yale of Glwyd. The hesiegers are supposed to have 
taken up their post near Goppy, at the top of HenUan-street, where 
the fight was sharp and cruel on hoth sides ; until at length Ap 
Edwin's party, and their Norman confederates, the De Lacy hands of 
Chester, were put to flight. Howd ap Ithel was stahbed in the affray, 
and, in the course of seven weeks, died of the wound. Ldywarch ap 
Owen 9^ Edwin, lorwerth ap Meredith,and several other brave chiefs^ 
fell in the same conflict. 

Denbigh became the patrimony of the Welsh princes, by the mar* 
riage of Llewelyn the Great with Tangwystl, daughter of Llywarch 
Goch, Lord of Rh6s and Rhufoniog. Llewelyn gave his son Griffith, 
when heir apparent, the cantrefs of Dyfiryn Clwyd, Rhds, Rhufoniog, 
and Englefield. 

In A.D. 1247, Denbigh, the Vale of Glwyd, Rhds, Rhufoniog, and 
Englefidd, were ''ceded for ever," as the terms went, to Henry III. 
by whom the territory was bestowed upon his son Edward, and let 
out to farm to Alan de la Zouch, * for 1100 marks. He superseded 
John de Gray, who was to have held it for 500 marks. 

* Aim took his smmame from Ashby do la Zonch in IiOicettonhii«^ and wm^ ac- 
cording to Camden, deioonded from Alan, Yisoonnt of Rohan, in little Britain, and 
Constantia his wife, daaghtar of Conan le Grosse, Earl of Britany, and Mande his 
wife, the natural daughter of Homy I. The Hollands afterwards took the name of 
Zonch. Alan married a daughter and heiress of Roger de Qiiln«y. And it is 
worthy of remark that Henry de Lacy was descended from the Qfdneiet^ Earls of 
Winchester and Leicester, and inherited their estates. This may have heon his title 
to Denhigh, and the reason for giving Prince David's right diOQlder to the dty of 
Whichester. ''King John,'' says Camden, "made Saer Qoincy Earl of Winchesfar. 
To him sncoeeded Roger, his son) hat he dying wilhoat issue male, the honour was 
extinct in him; hemarry'd the eldest daughter and oo-heir, by a former wife^ of Alan 
Lord of Galloway, in Scotland, in whose right he was Constable of Scotland. But^ 
by her, he had three daughters, of whom, the eldest was marry'd to William de Per- 
fanes. Earl of Derby, the second to Alan de la Zoudi, and the youngest to Conan, 
Earl of Buchanan, in Scotland. A long time after this, Hugh de Spencer was 
honoured with this title,'' This was Hugh de Spencer of Denbigh. 

Akm de la Zouch, ** having," as Camden tells us, "ccMumenced a suit against 



10 ANCIENT 4MD MODBRN DENDIOH. 

In A.D. 125 19 we find Denbigh, witli tlie rest of the ceded terrii 
tory, laid under talliage to defray the expenaea of a cruaade, vhich 
waa afterwarda led into the Holy Land by Prince Edward. Alan de 
la ZoQch ia said to haye, at thia time, '^brought into Bnghmd 
much treaaure, in carta, oat of Walea/' It ia not impoaaible that the 
'^ Denbigh Exchequer'' now took ita origin. 

In A.D. 1256, Denbigh waa again, for a aeaaon, wreatedfrom the 
English ; for Gebffiry de Langley, being appointed Farmer-General, hia 
injuatic^ rapadty, and tyranny aoon rouaed the Wdah to arms. 
y Geoffry de Langiey and Alan de la Zouch played into each other'a 
hands," and sorely oppressed the Welsh of Dyfiryn-Glwyd, Bh6s, 
Rhufoniog, and Englefidd, by illegal ezactiona, extortiona, and con- 
fiscations, and were, perhapa, the first who introduced the absurd and 
yexatious, if not most unjust custom of introducing English plead- 
ings into Welsh courts of law, and trying Welsh prisoners in a 
tongue unknown to them, and before judgea and juries who could 
not understand a word of their ** defence,*' except through the judi- 
cial mockery of interpretation. How sorely the Welsh felt, under 
the oppressiye yoke of De Langley, we may gather from Llewelyn*8 
speech to his bsrons at their great national conyention : — '' Thua far'' 
said he, '' the Lord of Hosts hath helped us ; for it must appear ta 
all that the advantages we luiye obtained are not to be ascribed to 
our own strength, but to the favour of God, who can as easily save 
by few as by many. How should w^ a poor, weak, and unwarlike 
people compared with the English, dare to contend with so mighty a 
power, if God did not succour our cause. His eye hath seen our 
affliction, not only those injuries which toe have euj^ered from 
Oeoffry de LangUkf^ but from other cruel instruments of Henry and 
Edward, " &c. 

Thua Llewelyn, with 60,000 infitmtry and 500 horse, scoured the 
whole of the '* English territory," carrying fire and sword to the 
very gates of Chester, and leaving neither cattle, inhabitant, nor 
building remaining in all the country from the Conway to the Dee I 
Llewelyn had offered Henry sixteen thousand pounds weight of silver 
for allowing the people of DyffiTu-Clwyd, Rhufoniog, Rh^ and 
Englefidd, to enjoy their laws and customs, and to have justice at the 
court of Chester — a noble-minded prince, and worthy of a better age I 

In A.D. 1265, Llewelyn entered into an alliance with the rebellioua 
Simon de Montford, Earl of Leicester, whose daughter, Eleanor, the 

John Barl of Warren, who choae rather to dotennina the matter bj the iwonl than 
bj the law, he was kiU'd by him in iho Kina*! hall, at Woatmhiator. Anno. 1279/' 
Tht Lords Zouch deaoended from hia yoonger aon Eudo. 
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Prince afterwards married, and thus concluded a peace with England* 
which confirmed his possession of Denbigh, with the Four Cantreds, 
in the king's name. Such matrimonial alliances between English 
and Welsh families of distinction were even then yery common, and 
prove that the hostilities existing at that time between the *'two 
people" sprang out of political grieyanccs, and not from real inter- 
national animosities ; whilst the bards rhapsodised with as much en- 
thusiasm in their praises of tlie Salusburies, Myddeltons, and other 
English families allied to the Welsh, as they did in their panegyrics 
upon the most pure ancient British nobility. It was the iron rod of 
English tyrannical rule that the Welsh hated so bitterly and justly ; 
and not the English people, with whom they were willing not only 
to hold neighbourly intercourse, but to fraternize in the holiest ties 
of religion and of blood. 

In A.D. 12679 Denbigh, with the Four Cantreds, was, by an- 
other treaty, granted by Henry III. to Llewelyn, '* to hold them in 
as absolute a manner as eyer the king and his heirs had possessed 
them." Whether Llewelyn ever resided at Denbigh Castle is not 
known, but it would appear so from the fact tliat an old building, to 
the west of the castle, is still called Teguhor Llewelyn, or Llewelyn's 
Bam ; and the old road leading from the castle to the bam, is called 
Llewelyn's Lane to this day. From which it is possible, at least, 
that he actually resided here, and cultivated the lands on that side of 
the fortress, making the lane, which bears his immortal name, his 
usual walk to see the farm, when relieved from the more onerous 
duties of the camp. It would appear from Mathew de Paris, that 
lie paid j832,000 for this lordship : others say 25,000 marks. 

In A.D. 1277 i the king of England again seized Denbigh, and 
stipulated that the Four Cantreds should remain with him and his 
heirs forever. "These," as Warrington observes, "were the can- 
trev of Rh6s, in which stood the castle of Diganwy ; the cantrev of 
Rhyfoniog, tlie chief place of which was Denbigh ; the cantrev of 
Tegeingl, where stood tlie castle of Rhuddla]) ; and the cantrev of 
DyfTryn Clwyd, in which was erected the town and castle of Ruthin." 
— Welsh Chron,, p, 334. 

In the same year, Henry gave Denbigh to Prince David, Llew- 
elyn's younger brother. It is impossible, at this distant time, to 
inquire into the motives • which led the rapacious king to take this 
step ; but it appears somewhat sbrnnge that he did not restore it to 
his own son, Edward, whom he had long before created titular Prince 
of Wales. It may have been to chastize him for having before let it 
slip out of his hands, for when Edward complahied that Llewelyn 
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had taken it from him by force, and implored assistance to regain it» 
his offended sire replied, ''What is that to me? I have given the 
coimtry to thee, and thon must use thy courage to defend it ; and 
thereby gain such honour in thy youth, that afterwards thine ene- 
mies may stand in fear of thee. As for me, I have something else 
to do.'* Giving Denbigh to David may have been intended not only 
to act on the policy of " throwing a bone into the mouth of a dan- 
gerous dog," to use the vulgar but significant expression, but as a 
bait to draw other powerful and untameable " Welsh lions" into the 
same net ; or just to vent his spleen upon Llewelyn, by adding insult 
to injury, in giving the impregnable fortress of Denbigh to that very 
brother, who had rebelled against his legitimate authority, and whom 
he looked upon as having betrayed his cause, with that of his country. 
Nor is it impossible that Henry, though rapacious, insincere, fickle- 
minded, perfidious, and tyrannical ; but weak, and most profuse in 
lavishing honours and wealth upon i^vourites, may have felt some 
slight compunctions of conscience in this affair, which he hoped to 
sootlie in compounding with his oppressed Welsh serfs, by giving 
Denbigh back to one of the family, a favourite and rather useful 
tool, as a small portion of that great territory of which he had robbed 
them, just because Llewelyn had the audacity to demand the release 
of his beloved Eleanor de Montford, and refused to jeopardize his 
liberty and life by going over to England to do homage to "the said 
Lord Henry** without any pledge for his safe conduct. 

At this time, the whole land, f^om the banks of the Dee to the foot 
of Snowdon, was one dense and almost impenetrable forest. 
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CHAPTER 11. 



DENBIGH UNDER PRINCB DAVID AP GRIFFITH. 



The history of Denbigh usually commences with David ap Griffith. 
In early life, this prince shared his father's captivity, as a state pri- 
soner in the Tower of London ; having been yielded up by his mo« 
ther, the Lady Senena, or Sina, as a pledge for the fulfilment of a 
covenant whidi she made with king Henry for the (expected) liber- 
ation of her husband. His father was the unfortunate Prince Griffith 
Goch, whose sufferings in life, and tragical death, were occasioned by 
his being the idol of the Welsh people, who sought to set him upon 
the Cambrian throne in place of the rightful heir. Having been 
confined, for some years, in a lonely castle in Wales, he was removed 
to the Tower of London, where he was imprisoned for two years 
longer, and despairing of ever being released, one night, in A.D. 
1244, he made a rope of his bedclothes and linen, by which he let 
himself down through his window ; but being a heavy corpulent per- 
son, the cord by which he was suspended broke, and he fell into the 
moat below with such violence that his head was almost literally 
driven into his body. Even the callous heart of the Norman king 
yas moved at the sight of the lifeless corpse of the unhappy prince, 
and the tears of his orphans and distracted widow, who had volun- 
tarily shared his captivity. 

Henry released Owen, and took young Prince David into favour as 
a minion of the court. Thus his early associations, and gratitude for 
royal favours and compassion, must be admitted as some palliation 
for hii alliance with the usurper of his brother Llewelyn's territories, 
while such reflections enable us to account for what would otherwise 
stamp fickleness, insincerity, selfishness, and treachery upon his 
character, when considered with respect to his behaviour towards his 
brother and his country. In A.D. 1254, he took up arms against 

c2 
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Llewelyn, but was defeated and taken prisoner ivitb his brother 
Owen. Four or five years afterwards, we find him espousing 
Llewelyn's cause, and avenging the perfidious murder of his bro- 
ther's commissioners (when sent to negociate a peace with Prince 
Edward) by cutting to pieces Patric de Canton and his blood-thirsty 
followers. But in 1265, he again retired to England, and took up 
arms in favour of the king, but was defeated by the Welsh, at Chester, 
with great loss. In 1274, we find him and his brotlier Boderic 
entertained at the English court. He was at this time knighted, 
(which was considered a disgrace to a prince of ancient British blood) 
and had the daughter of the Garl of Derby given him in marriage — 
''a handsome widow of the queen's bedchamber." lie was also 
appointed seneschal and keeper of all the castles in Wales ; having 
Denbigh and Frodsham given him, with lauds worth j61000 per 
annum — a large revenue at that time. 

YThether David rebuilt, enlarged, or repaired Denbigh Castle is 
not known ; certain it is that he was not its first founder. It has been 
supposed Uiat his principal residence was at Llcweney, but that could 
hardly have been the case if the Salusburies were already established 
there ; nor was it ever a place of sufficient strength to secure him 
from the assaults of the indignant Welsh, and the fear of his bro- 
ther's revenge. Probably, he claimed no more at LLeweney than the 
" right of forest," which, with considerable hmitation, has descended 
to the present body corporate.* Nor did he long enjoy ** the quiet 
possession" of the territory thus granted to him. On the one side, the 
Welsh looked upon him as a traitor, and their indignation seems to 
have been heightened by certain outrages and depredations which 
he committed, probably, by way of revenge. Finding that he was 
not beloved, he* evidently sought the more selfish gratification of 
being feared by those around him. This appears from a memorial 
of the Welsh prince, Llewelyn : — " To the most reuerend fathers 
in Christ, Robert by the grace of God, Archbishop of Canterburit, 
primate of England, and the Archbishop of Yorke, and their Sufira- 
ganes, being now togither at London in counccll: their devout 
Sonne Llewelyn, Prince of Wales and Lord of Suoudon, greeting with 
due obedience, reuerence, and honor in all things ;"f in which he 
complains, — '* The Lord Edward, now noble king of England, after 
the said peace, taketh in his hands certeine Barons' lands of Wales, of 
which, they and their ancesters have beene long possessed, and 

* The Corporation lands in the Green being held in lieu thereof, 
f An old translation of the original Latin document. 
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keepeth a Boronie in his hands^ wliich should he ours hy the forme of 
peace : other Barons of our lands heing from vs fiigitinesy running to 
him, he keepeth, helpeth, and mainteineth ; as Dauid ap Qmffyth^ 
and OruiTyth ap Gwenwynwyn, who proposed our death and destruc- 
tion. Notwithstanding that since their departure they haue robbed 
within our land, committed slaughter ^ and burning houses, and doo 
still dailie commit the like against the peace aforesaid," &c. On the 
other hand, the Anglo-Norman harons eyed David with jealousy, 
envy, and suspicion, and sought every pretext for making frivolous, 
vexatious, and. unfounded charges against him. He was sued before 
the justiciary at Chester, contrary to the settlement with Edward, and 
the laws of Wales, whibt Reginald de Qray of Ruthin, had the 
audacity to cut down his woods at Lleweney, and sell the timber for 
exportation to Ireland ; threatening, at the same time, to seize his 
children as pledges for his submission, as it will be seen from the follow- 
ing *' Greefes done by the King and his Ofiicers, to the IiOi*d Dauid 
ap Gruifyth. — When the said Dauid came to the Lord Edward, then 
Earle of Chester, and did him homage, the said Lord Edward did 
giue by his letters patents to the said Dauid, two Cantreds, Dyffryn 
Clnyd and Ceinmeyrdh,* with all the appurtenances : afterwards, 
when he was made king, he confirmed the said right to the said 
Dauid, and gave him possession of them. Then, afterward, Guen- 
Ihian Lacy died, who held some townes in the said Cantreds for terme of 
life, (' tres vUlad, quas in dictis cantredis tenuit,' says the original) 
which, after her decease, appurteined to Dauid, by force of the afore- 
said grant, which townes yet the king took from him, contrarie to his 
letters patents" — " contra tenorum chartee sucb.** 

** 2 Item — ^When the said Dauid did hold of the lord the king the 
villages of Hope and Eston in Wales, of the which he ought to 
answere no man, but according to the lawes of Wales, yet the lustice 
of Chester caused the said Dauid to be called to Chester, at the sute 
of one William Venable, an English man : to answere to tlie title of 
the said villages. And although the said Dauid did often and in- 
stantlie desire him (the said lustice) not to proceed against him 
iniuriouslie in the Countie of Chester, where he was not bound to 
answere by the form of the peace; yet he plainlie denied him to be 
iudged either in Wales or after the lawes of Wales** The words in 
Italics are the transistor's improvement upon the original document, 
which certainly alludes to the ** peace,** but concludes the sentence 
merely with " hoe sibi plan^ denegavit.** 

* Cynmeirch, or Cinmerch. The original Latin docament has ** Cywontmt,*' 
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"3 Item. — The said loatice of Chester^ to the iniuiie of the said 
Dauid, did cut downe his wood of Llyweny, and hia wooda at Hope, 
a« well by the dwellera of Euthlan, ( Rhuddlan) aa othera : and yet 
the aaid Inatice hiad no iuriadiction in thoae parta (in ierria pradieti 
domini DaviduJ and not being contented to get timber there for 
building, aa well at Ruthlan, (apud Rodelamm) aa other plaoea in the 
countrie, but alao deatroied the aaid wooda, aold it, and carried it into 
Ireland." Thia waa done, it would aeem, upon pretence that he 
afforded ahelter for outlawa and robbera in hia foreata of Ueweni 
and Hope ; for he aaya fVirther, 

'^ 4 Item — ^where the aaid Dauid tooke certeine outlawea and rouera 
in the wooda, and cauaed them to be hanged ; yet the aaid luatice 
accuaed Dauid to the king for auccoring and mainteining the theeuea 
aforeaaid, which was not like to be true, seeing he caused them to be 
hanged." The original haa *' latranea suspendi/aeeret et occidi." 

" 5 Item — It ia prouided in the peace, that all Webhmen, in their 
causes, should be iudged after the lawea of Walea. Thia waa in no 
point obserued with the aaid Dauid and his people. Of theae afore- 
aaid greefes the said Dauid required often amends, either according to 
the lawea and customes of Wales, or of apedall fauour : but he could 
neuer obteine anie of them at his hands. Further, the said Dauid 
was warned in the kiug's court, that as soone aa Reginald Gray 
should come from the court, the said Dauid ahould be taken and 
apoiled of his caatell of Hope, his woods should be cut downe, and 
his children taken for pledges : who seeing he had taken much painea 
and periU for the king in all warrea, as well himselfe as Ills people, 
both in England and in Walea, and had lost therebie the most part of 
the nobilitie of hia countrie, and yet, neuertheleaae, could obteine nei- 
ther iustice, amends, or fauour at his hands — *^ Mvltum laborasset 
pro domino rege pradieio in divertis guerri$, tarn in Anglia qiMun 
in JFaUiOp et expotuiaiet m et tuoa variis perieulis et injuriis, ae 
amieiaaet nobilioree de euie et /ortioree, ae multoa nimia^ nihilominue 
de dictia graviminilnu et aliia nullam omnino justitiam, emendati' 
onem^ ecu graticam potuit obtinere.** *' Having auch great wronga 
off*red vnto him, and fearing his owne life and his children's, or else 
perpctuall prison ; being enforced, aa it were againat his ^rill, began 
to defend himselfe and his people." The original is somewhat quali- 
fied with reapect to hia dread of the duration of hia probable imprison- 
ment — " timens ^c, incareerationem perpetuam^ vel saltem diu- 
tiuam, &c." 

From these ** greefes" it appeara he liad ao fallen in royal eatima- 
tion, or had been so effectually supplanted, that his claims upon the 
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" iiutice" of the " English Justinian'^ hltd been entirely overlooker], 
or treated with contempt. Much must, indeed, be attributed to the 
anarchy wliich then prevailed, particularly in the marches of Wales. 
But, how are we to believe that David was at the English court up to 
the time when he entered into a confederacy with Llewelyn, and 
hastened privately to Wales, to join the Welsh forces, which were 
being mustered for open war with England ? This could hardly have 
been the case. But we must make a short digression here in order to 
exhibit more fully the social and political condition of Edward's 
Welsh vassals, and the causes which led them to revolt with David. 
At this time Reginald de Gray of Ruthin farmed "Denbighland,*' and 
the Four Cantreds, and played the tyrant with more shameless effron- 
tery, if possible, than Geoffrey de Langley, as it appears from the 
*' Greefes and Iniuries done to the Men of Rhds, &c,** '^ When we 
beleeved," say they, *' to recouer full iustice, the king sent to our 
partes the Lord Reginald Gray, to whom the king hath set all the 
lands to farme, to handle the men of the said cantreds, (Rh6s, Rhu- 
foniog, Dyffryn-Clwyd, and Englefield,) as it pleaseth him : who 
compelled vs to sweare in his name, ( by his hand, 'per manum 
mtunC) ** whereas we should sweare in the king's name. And where 
the king*s crosse ought to be erected, he causeth his crosse to be erect- 
ed, in token that he is the verie true lord : and the said Lord Regin- 
ald, at his first comming to those partes of Wales, sold to certeine 
seruants of the king offices for Ix markes^ 'which the said seruants 
bought before of the king for xxiiij markes ; which offices ought not 
to be sold at the choise of the lord. The Latin version is somewhat 
different — ** Dietus vero Reginaldut^ in suo adventu ad paries Wal- 
liee, vendidii quibuidam servientibua domini regie offieia eua, quae 
preedicti servientes prius emerant k dom. rege pro 23 marcis, ei ilia 
offieia non deberent vendi, nisi cum dominium dominorum muta- 
retur** *'The king gave Meredyth ap Madoc a capteineship 
for his seruice, Reginald Gray tooke it from him ; neither could 
he get any remedie at the king's hands for the same.'* 

" One of the councell of the said Reginald, Gynwric Vadhan (Fych- 
an) told us by mouth, that as soone as the said Reginald Gray 
returned to Wales, he would take xxiiij men of everie cantred, and 
either behead them, or imprison them perpetuallie.'* 

'^Certeine Gentlemen were arrested for trespasses done before the 
warres, and imprisoned, and could not be deliuered vntill they had 
paied xvi markes, which was contrarie to the peace concluded." 

" A certeine noble man passing by the king's hie waie, with his 
wife in the king's peace, met certeine. English laborers and masons. 
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(cementarii,) going to Rutblan where thoy did then worke ; who 
attempted by force to take awaie bis wife from him, and while be 
defended bir as well as be could, one of them killed the wife, and be 
who killed bir with bis fellowes were taken : and when the kindred 
of bir which was slaine required lawe at the luBtice of Cheater's 
hands (for their kinswoman) they were put in prison, and the mur- 
therers were deliucred." 

*' Certeine Gentlemen claimed some lands, and ofTred the king a 
great peece of monie (moffnum summum) to have iustice by the ver- 
dict of good and lawfull men of the countrie (then the lands being ad- 
iudged to the claimers) Reginald Gray tooke the same lands, com, goods 
and all upon the ground, so that they lost their lands, monie, corne, 
and cattell." The original mentions buildings — "pradictU vendi^ 
eantibu9. Mam terram pradictafn, cum omnibus sedificiis, biadia, et 
aluM bonia in ipsis eonteniia ; ei sic amiserunt primo peeunia quam 
pro terra pacaverunt, et postea terram," 

" A certeine Gentleman was slaine, who had fostered the sonne of 
OoTono ap Heilyn, and he that killed him was taken and brought to 
Rutblan castell, then the said Gorono came at the dale appointed to 
defend bis tenant, and demanded iustice for him, or the law which 
the men of the countrie did vse : all this the king denied, the said 
tenant was condemned seucn and twcntie pound, and the kindred of 
him tliat was slaine asked iustice, but some of them were imprisoned, 
and the killer discharged. Then Gorono went again to London for 
iustice, which was promised him by the king, but he neuer had anie, 
but spent twentie markes.*' 

''The third time Gorono was faine to go to London for iustice in 
the premisses, where he spent xviij markes ; vj«. viiji/. Then, like- 
wise, the king promised him that be should haue iustice ; but when 
be certeinelie beleeved to haue iustice, then Reginald Gray came to 
the countne, and said openlie that be had all doings in that countrie 
by the king's charters ; and tooke awaie all Bailiwicks, which the 
king had given the said Gorono, and sold them at liis pleasure ; then 
tlie said Gorono asked iustice of the said Reginald, but be could not 
be beard **** Reginald Gray came with xziiij borssemen to take the 
said Gorono. And for that they could not that dale have their pur- 
pose, he called Gorono the next daie to Rutblan, and then Gorono 
bad councell not to go to Rutblan. Then they called him again to 
answere at Caerwys, but the said Gorono durst not go thither but by 
conduct of the bishop of St. Asaph, for that Reginald Gray was there 
and bis men in bnrnessc." No doubt the Welsh suflTcred many 
'' greefes" through their ignorance of the English laws and customs. 
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and etiquette. It waa the custom of the Webh princea, from time 
immemorial^ to grant audience, hear the ** greefea," and redress the 
wrongs of the meanest subject, who could show cause for appeal 
to the sovereign against the decision of the subordinate judges ; and 
poor, honest Gorono ap Heiljn, like many of the Welsh rustics, to 
this day, thought the proud and powerful English monarch was. 
or ought to be, equally gradous ; and '* because he durst not, in his 
own person, go to the court," he sent a letter " to signifie to the king 
that he should loose all the fauour of the countrie, if he kept no pro- 
mise with them ; and so it came to passe,'* says he, " because the 
men of Rhds and EngJefield could get no iustice, the king, neglecting 
the correction of these things, lost the whole countrie — quia noluit 
eorrigere sive emendare Uta graviminoy propter kor, amiaii iotam 
putrtftnim 

"Whatsoever one Justice dooth," saith the ' Memorial of the Noble 
Men of Tegengl* — " his successor dooth renerse the same ; for iu 
Danid*s cause, Reginald Gray reuoked that which his predecessor con- 
firmed and allowed. 

'' Reginald Gray will not suffer men to cut their own wood, vntill 
he haue both monie and reward, and vntill they paie for it also ; but 
perroitteth others to cut it down freely, which they ought not to doo 
by the lawes and customes of Wales. Where the men of Cyrchynan 
couenant with the king, to giue the king halfe a medowe, of condi- 
tion the king should not suffer the woods to be cut down, Howcl ap 
Griffith being present, yet Reginald Gray hath broken the same, 
permitting euerie man to cut their woods, and spoile them also of 
their medowe. 

'' The heires of Tegengl bought their offices for xxx markes, of the 
king ; but afterwards Reginald Gray spoiled them of their offices 
and monie, against the lawes and customes of England. 

** Seauen gentlemen were wrongfuUie killed by the Englishmen, 
but as yet the parents of the gentlemen can haue no amends : and 
though the offenders were taken, yet the said constable let them go 
without punishment. Neither dare the inhabitants send their com- 
plaints to the king for feare of Reginald Gray, (which feare anie con- 
stant man might haue) bicause the said Reginald Gray said opeulie, 
that, if he could come by anie such, their messengers, he woidd cut 
o£f their heads, as it is certeinelie told ?s by one of his councell : fur- 
ther, neither toong can expresse, nor penne can write, how euil the 
men of Tegengl haue beene ordered— ^tfrten^ aggravatiP 

This '' reign of terror*' continued for a long period, and extended 
over Flintshire, and the greater part of Denbighshire and Merioneth- 
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Bbire. Reginald Gray forced tbe farmers^ in the Vale of Clwyd, un- 
der the penalty of haying their heads cut off, to plough and aow his 
land at their own expense ; and, when they took their cattle to Ruthin 
or Rhnddlau fair, he, or his men, would frequently drive them all 
into the castle, and often take them from the field, and ''woe" to 
the man that dared to ask for payment when ** the said Reginald had 
all the doings in this countrie hy the king's cliarters." The people 
of Denbigh were happy in having Prince David to protect them, in 
some measure, from this tyrant, who was far more terrible than the 
" Byeh," The Welsh nobility and gentry, as well as the common 
people, were grievously oppressed — ^labouring under tlie most enor- 
mous and unequal weight of taxation, robbed of their lands, cattle, 
and crops ;•— often taken on suspicion, and dragged before the un- 
merciful and unconstitutional tribunals of the lords marchers; — ^fined, 
imprisoned, and sometimes put to death, on trivial, and often unfound- 
ed charges ; and for offences, which, from their ignorance of English 
laws and customs, they were unconscious of having committed ; and 
often compelled to pay large sums of money for justice, and yel 
denied it ; as we find the ** Constable of Oswaldes Crosse" (Oswestry) 
once sending for two young gentlemen, and when they carae, hanging 
them, without any just cause, or trial, although their friends were wil- 
ling to give him three hundred pounds (probably all they had) to 
spare their lives ! Roger Clifford, of Mold, '' tooke the lands of the 
men of the countrie (between Denbigh and Mold) as forfeit : for one 
foote of a stag found in a dog's mouth three men were spoiled of 
all that they had. — Ithcl ap Gwystly was condemned in a great sum 
of monie, for a fact of his father fourtie yeares before. — Adaiu 
Criwr was condemned in eight shillings and eight-pence, and a 
mare, price twentie shillings ; and was taken and beaten, for that he 
had taken the stealer of that mare, and brought him bound with him ; 
the which theefe was forthwith deliuered. — Enion ap Ithel was 
taken, beaten, and spoiled of two oxen, price foure -and- twentie shil- 
lings and two-pence, for this cause onlie, that the said oxen went 
from one streete to another in the town." Fi*om the petition of 
certain '* Noble Men" of Ystrad Alun, (lying between Denbigh and 
Mold) we find what *' Wrongs and Greefes were doone to them by 
Roger Clifford and Roger Scrochill, Deputie to the said Roger Clif- 
ford, contrarie to the ?riuilege, Justice, and Custome of the said Noble 
Men, as they saie and prooue. When the said Roger compelled the 
said men of Strath-Alun to giue them (to haue their customes and 
priuileges) twentie markes starling, and after the paiment of the mo- 
nie, tliey brake by and by after this sort" (eito fregerunt in hune 
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modum) to put upon twelve men (in the original — €uper 17 
wros) according to the lawes of England, which was neuer the man- 
ner or custome of the said countrie." But hear what follows — " We 
were giuen to Maister Maurice de Cruny, and were sold to Roger Clif- 
ford 1 !" But if the Welsh patricians were reduced to such an abject 
state of slavery, into what depths of political degradation and social 
misery must the imagination dive to arrive at the condition of tlie poor 
plebeians of that age. 

'' In this season of national misery/* (A.D. 1281) says Warrington, 
" when their common fate depended solely upon a virtuous union, 
the Welsh chieftains besought Prince David that he would be recon- 
ciled to his brother Llewelyn ; calling upon him, by every incitement 
that might act upon a brave and angry spirit, to desert the cause of a 
merciless ravager, to retrieve the honour he had lost, to return to the 
duty which he owed to his country, and to shield her in the hour of 
her danger." David was naturally *' unstable'* — restless, brave, dar- 
ing, and resentful — ^nor was it possible that such a temper could long 
brook the personal injuries and insults which he suffered from his 
Anglo-Norman allies, with some apprehensions of being imprisoned, 
and disinherited on suspicion of treason ; or should let slip an oppor- 
tunity of agun ingratiating himself into favour with his brotlier and 
country, and, perhaps, secretly entertaining (as a palliative for the loss 
of royd favour) the hope of succeeding, some day or other, to the so- 
vereignty of Wales. But it is, perhaps, unjust to the memory of a prince, 
who, at last, suffered the most horrible martynlom in the blood- 
stained annals of Anglo-Norman times for his country's liberty and 
weal, to attribute to him, in this matter, any other motive than tiiat of 
pure patriotism, and sympathy with his oppressed and afflicted coun- 
trymen, who, although he had been in some measure instrumental in 
producing their misery, still appealed to him as a prince of their 
blood, and their natural protector. Thus, having sworn allegiance 
to his brother, he secretiy withdrew (as it is said) from the court of 
England, and arrived safely in Wales, 

Early in the Spring of 1282, their plans were matured for a general 
insurrection, and " David opened the campaign by a gallant exploit, 
which was performed late in the evening of Palm-Sunday."* The 
night was dark and stormy, and no sound could be over-heard but 
the howling of the tempest^ when he attacked and surprised the 

* The seMon was ill-selected, yet we cannot agree with the pious Caikolie anthor of 
the " Welsh Slcetches/' who oonceiTes the garrison that hdd the territory in thral- 
dom, to have been there *'watchhig in prayer and fasting." He reminds ns of 
Haley's belief in religion in VneU Tbm^t Gi^'ii. 

d2 
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Castle of Hawarden, and took the tyrant, Roger Clifford, in his bed, and 
carried him off in chains, mortally wounded, to Snowdonia. After this 
action, David joined his forces witli those of his brother, and attacked 
the Castles of Rhuddlan and Flint. These were signals for uniyersal 
revolt, and all Wales was instantly in arms. Many of the English 
castles in South Wales were taken by Rhys ap Maelgwyn and Qriffith 
ap Meredith, who also took up arms for Llewelyn. " Numerous 
parties of the Welsh fell suddenly upon the marches of England, 
carrying fire and sword in every direction. Edward was keeping 
Easter at Devizes^ when he heard that war had broken out in Wales, 
and that David had revolted. Fired with indignation, he vowed the 
utter destruction of the last spark of Welsh hope of recovering their 
territory and liberty, and commanded his forces to march to the relief 
of those castles which David and Llewelyn were besieging ; ordering 
all his military tenants to assemble at Worcester, on the 1 7th of 
May. " He obtained," says Warrington, " from the nobility and 
prelate* a promise of a fifteenth of their moveables, and afterwards a 
thirtieth. The clergy^ likewise, gave him a twentieth of their tem- 
porahties to enable him to carry on this popular war. As these aids 
could not be raised, as soon as the services might be required, he 
borrowed money of all the trading towns in England. He desired 
a like loan out of Ireland, from the merchants, prelates, and nobiUty 
of that kingdom. Many of the Anglo-Norman nobles (invitati 
pradd,) offered to serve in this expedition against the Welsh. And 
towards the latter end of April, the king set out on his march, having 
previously summoned all his military tenants in Wales to meet him 
at Rhuddlan. The prelates of EngUmd, and twenty-four abbots, were 
also ordered to send in their services. Having stayed a fortnight at 
Chester, to recruit his troops, he marched against David's Castle of 
Hope, about midsummer. This fortress was surrendered, on his 
approach, and from thence he proceeded to Rhuddlan, while the 
Welsh princes retreated towards Snowdonia, like lions before the 
huntsman — slowly, sullenly, and infmiated ; and then turning sud- 
denly to give buttle, whenever they saw an opportunity for attack. In 
one of these actions, fourteen Enghsh ensigns were taken, and the 
lords Audley and Clifford, a son of Wilham de Valence, Richard de 
Argenton, and many others fell, while the king himself, defeated 
and in disgrace, was obliged to retire for protection to Hope Castle. 
Towards the end of July, we find him again at Rhuddlan, ordering the 
sheriffs of the neighbouring counties to send so many hatchet-men to 
cut passages through the forests, which impeded and endangered the 
advance of his army, and making grants of valuable lands in the Four 
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Cantreds to his folloven. It is believed that Henry de Lacy now 
got a grant of Denbigh. 

Edward haWng previously invoked tlie aid of the Romish Chnrch, 
ever inimical to the canse of freedom, to crush the Welsh in this 
their last struggle for their rights as citizens and as roen^ despatched 
John Peckham» Archbishop of Canterbury, the cruel persecutor of 
the Jews, on an embassy to the two princes, with instructions *' to 
say the following things to David, Brother to Llewelyn, in secret" 

" Firsts that if for the honour of God (Juxta erueii awumptm 
debiium) he will go to the Holie Land, he shall be prouided for ac- 
cording to his degree, so that he doo not retume, vnlesse he be 
called by the king; and wee trust to entreat the king to prouide for 
his child. 

" 2 Item. And all these wee tell ourselues to the Welshmen, that a 
great deale greater periU dooth hang oner them, then wee told them 
by mouth when wee were with them ; these things which wee write 
seeme greevous, but it is a great deale more greevous to be oppressed 
with armes, and, finallie, to be rooted out, bicause euerie daie more 
and more their danger dooth increase. 

" 3 Item. It is more hard to be alwaies in wane, in anguish of 
mind, and danger of bodie, always fought and besieged, and so to 
die in deadlie sinne, and continuall rancor and malice. 

*' 4 Item. Wee feare, (whereof wee be sorie) vnlesse you doo agree to 
peace, wee most certeinelie will aggrauate the senteiuse BeelenaHieall 
against you for your faults : of which you cannot excuse yourselues, 
whereas yee shall find both gprace and mercie, if you will come to 
peace. And send vs your answere to these in writing." 

To this heartless sycophant, who was ready to employ that power 
of excommunicating impenitent and notorious sinners which Christ 
and his Apostles had left to the Church — to consign an oppressed and 
enslaved people to eternal torment, at the will of an ambitious earthly 
tyrant, David makes this noble reply : '* These are to be answered for 
Dauid, the Prince's brother : — ^When he is disposed to see the Holie 
Land, he will doo it, for God*8 sake, voluntarilie ; not by such inforce- 
ment against his will ; for he intendeth not to go on pilgrimage after 
that sort ; bicause he knoweth enforced seruice not to please God ; 
and if he, hereafter, for deuotion, see the Holie Land, that is no cause 
lor ever to disinherit his offspring, but rather to reward them. And 
for that neither the Prince nor his people, for countrie nor for gaines, 
did mooue warre, inuading no man's lands, but defending their owne 
lands, lawes, and liberties ; and that the king and his people of in- 
ueterate hatred, and for couetousneas, to get our lands, inuad« 
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ing the sarne^ mooued warre ; wee therefore see our defense is iust 
and kwfull, and herein we trust God will helpe ys, and will turne 
his reuenge vpon destroiers of churches^ who haue rooted vp and 
humed churches, and taken out both all sacraments and sacred 
things from them ;* kiUing preests^ darkes, religious^ lame, dombe, 
deaffe, yonglings sucking their mothers paps» weake and impotent, 
both men and women, and committing all other enormities, as partlie 
it appeareth to your holinesse. Wherefore, God forbid that your holi- 
nesse should fulminate sentence against anie, but such as hath doone 
such things. Wee who haue suffered all these things at the king's 
officers' hands, doo hope at your hands remedie and comfort ; and 
that you will punish such church-robbers and killers, who can defend 
thenuielues no waies, least their impunitie be cause and example for 
others to do the like. Uerie manie of our countrie doo much marvell 
that you counselled ts to leaue our owne land, and to go to another 
man's lands among our enimies to line ; for seeing wee cannot haue 
peace in our owne land, which is our owne right, much lesse shall we be 
quiet in an other man^s, amongst our enimies. And though it be 
hard to Hue in warre and perill, harder it is to be vtterlie destroied 
and brought to notliing ; especiallie for Christians, seeking else no- 
thing but to defend their owne, being by neccssitie driuen thereynto, 
and by the greedie ambition of our enimies. 

*' And your holinesse told vs, that you had fulminated sentence 
against all that for hatred or games doo hinder the peace. And it 
appeareth euidentlie who doo warre for these causes. The feare of death, 
the feare of imprisonment — the feare of perpetuall prison, the feare 
of disinheriting, no keeping of prombe, couenant, grant, nor char- 
ter, tyranicall dominion, and manie more like, compell vs to be in 
warre, and this wee shew to God and your lordship, desiring your 
godlie and charitable helpe. 

" Furthermore, if anie in England have offended the king, (as manie 
doo offend him) yet none of them is disinherited ; so if anie of ts 
liaue offended the king, let liim be punished and make satisfaction, 
as he male, without exhereditatlng. As wee trust in you, wee praie 

* His brother Llewdyn makes the same solemn and harrifying diaiges, which 
prove that Wales was already laid under an interdict by the Pope, and that, what 
the Archbishop meant by " aggrauating the sentence eodesiasticaU" was utterly to ez- 
oommunicate them, and make thom over to Satan. Hie holy father was, of course^ 
"sorio" — very sorry ; but it could not be helped : Edward, in the constitutional ez- 
crcise of his supreme power, had ordered the gates of heaven to be closed against 
DavidyUewelyn, and all other Welshmen, so there was no alternative but to submit 
to him, orgoto perdition. ** TYechqfpob irau" " Might is stronger than right." 
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you, holie futher, to labor to this end. If nnie laie to ys that wee 
breake the peace, it appeareth euidentlie that they (and not wee) brcake 
the same, who never kept promise, nor conenant, nor order, made 
anie amends for trespasses, nor remedie for our complaints. 

" It is with pity and admiration," najn Warrington, ** we see a 
band of heroes and patriots, stationed npon their only mountain, 
calmly, and with firmness, asserting their rights, and making their last 
struggle for freedom. The scene is solemn and interesting ; and, in 
many points of resemblance, presents the image of Leonidas in the 
Pass of Thermopylee. 

"All conference was now at an end. — No longer pursuing, in 
the spirit of benevolence, the rights of this injured people, the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury pronounced them accursed, and thundered 
against them the whole force of ecclesiastical judgments." 

On the 1st day of November, Edward advanced to Conway, and 
stationed his cavalry in the plains at the foot of Snowdon, and his 
infantry in the shelter of the woods. The army of the Welsh princes 
was then encamped on Penmaen Mawr, one of the strongest natural 
fortresses in the world, and affording sufficient space for the encamp- 
ment of 20,000 men ; David at his brother's palace of Garthgelyn, 
Aber. Edward, in tlie mean time, sent the fleet of the Cinque Ports, 
with a strong body of marines, and other detachments of English, 
Gascon, and Spanish troops, to make an attack on the Isle of Anglesea, 
which they took without opposition, and, having constructed a bridge 
of boats, crossed the Meuai, with the view of opening a communication, 
by land, with the other part of the army left with the king at Con- 
way. The Welsh forces offered no opposition, but allowed them to 
cross, and march up the country, until the tide came in, when they 
suddenly fell upon them from their entrenchments and the heights 
with such fury that they were soon thrown into disorder, and fled 
towards the Straits, being actuaUy driven into the sea. In that day*s 
action, Edward lost fifteen knights, thirty-two esquires, and one 
thousand rank and file. Among the officers slain, were Lucas de 
Taney, commander of the foreign troops, William de la Zouch, 
Sir Walter Lyndsey, Robert Clifford, two brothers of Robert Bur- 
nel. Bishop of Bath, William dc Dodiugescles, and other distinguished 
knights, leaving the Welsh masters of the field. This sad reverse and 
disgrace made Edward retreat again to Rhuddlan in a gloomy and de- 
jected mood. 

But while the fortune of arms seemed to turn thus in favour of 
the Wekh, their Prince, having marched, with a small detachment of 
his forces, into South Wales, leaving David to keep possession of Snow- 
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donia, was slain in cold blood, in a wood, by one Adam de Frankton, 
wbo afterwards cut off his head, and carried the bloody trophy to 
Rbuddlan, * where Edward sat in his castle, '* moody and sullen," as 
the author of the " Welsh Sketches" observes. " Intense hatred, 
triumphant scorn, gratified revenge, crimsoned his cheek, flashed 
from his eyes, and burst from his lips. He commanded the head 
that had nobly worn a crown more ancient and illustrious than his 
own to be fixed on the point of a spear, with a wreath round the 
temples, &c., to be paraded through the principal streets of London, 
and afterwards set upon the highest turret of the Tower — a monu- 
ment unintended, but most true, of ruthless cruelty and fiendish 
malice." — Llewelyn died, Dec. 10th, 1282. 

David now looked upon himself as the lawful sovereign of the 
Principality, (the strongholds of his country being left in his power) 
and prepared to make a resolute struggle, and, if possible, favoured 
by the inclemency of the winter, to send Edward " bootless back and 
weather-beaten home ;" and, for that purpose, he summoned all the 
chieftains and barons of Wales to assemble at Denbigh, to hold a 
national council. This proves thai Denbigh was still in his posses- 
sion, and even then a place of sufficient sti*ength to afford security 
for a deliberating council of war, and to declare him Prince of Wales, 
as the hereditary successor of his brother, although Edward had a 
powerful army then lying at Rhuddlan, only a few miles off.f It 
appears, indeed, strange that Edward had not made himself master 
of David*s Castle of Denbigh while the prince was in Snowdonia. 
Probably, it was considered too strongly fortified and garrisoned for 
present attack ; that he did not wish to waste his resources in 
endeavouring to reduce it, which could only have been effected by a 
long siege, when he had no such spare forces at his disposal. It is 
probable that it was taken, afterwards, by Henry de Lacy, upon the 
fall or capture of Prince David, when the garrison either sun*endered, 
or abandoned it in despair. 

* But Stowe MjB that Sir Roger le Strange ran upon him, and cut off his head, at 
Builth Castle, for using reproachful words against the English, and calling the gar- 
rison, as others say, " Bradwyr BuaUV* — ^Traitors of Builth, an epithet whidi has 
dung to the inhabitants of those ^Mtrts to this day. It may be true enough that he 
used sudi language, but it is certain that he was not kiUed as Stowe relates. 

t The probability is that Bdward himself was then in Snowdonia, where he advanced 
Immediately on the information of Llewelyn's death. It seems probable that David 
intended to make this stronghold (Denbigh) the seat of his government, and that he 
conveyed the crown and regalia hither immediately after his brother's death. It 
should also be observed, iSaX a portion of the Welsh Crown Jewels was dis- 
covsred, a few years back, at Maesmynnan, where Prince Llewelyn once resided. 
They had evidently been hidden at the time above alluded to. 
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The anaouncement of Llewelyn's death, however, tlirew the Webh 
into ft sort of pftraljtic fit of grief, consternation, dejection, and des- 
pair. The brave, the noble-minded — the indomitable champion of 
the Welsh people, a prince more beloved and prized by tliem than 
their heart's blood — the last asserter of their liberties, who had never 
deserted them, but who had shared and borne all the afflictions and 
perils of his devoted and beloved people daring the long period of 
thirty-six years reign, had fallen at last — fallen in the last grand 
struggle for the recovery of their liberty and ancient glory. There 
were no bounds to their sorrow, nor measure to tlie tears which these 
oppressed and heart-broken people shed upon the tomb of their 
fallen prince and champion : as the bard says, in wUd and plaintive 
strains so characteristic of the Wcbh poetic mind, " The voice of 
lamentation ia heard in every place, as heretofore in Camlan, (where 
Arthur fell.) The copious tears stream down every cheek ; for Cam- 
bria's defence — Cambria's municipal lord is fallen. O, Llewelyn I the 
loss of thee is the loss of all. At tlie thought of thy loss horror chills 
my blood, exhausts my spirits, and consumes my flesh. Behold how 
the course of nature is changed ! How the trees of the forest furi- 
ously rush against each other ! See how the ocean deluges the earth I 
How the sun deviates from his course ! How the planets start from 
their orbits ! Say ye, thoughtless mortals, do not these things portend 
the dissolution of nature 7 And, let it be dissolved — let kind heaven 
hasten the grand catasrophe — let a speedy end be put to the incura- 
ble anguish of our spirits ! since now there is no place to which we, 
miserable men, may flee; no spot where we can securely dwell, no friend- 
ly counsel ; no safe retreat ; no way by which we can escape our un- 
happy destiny." While the priests, who had been excommunicated 
along with their prince, lifted up Uicir voices with the lamentations 
of the people, crying, " Dona ei requiem istemam, Domine, et lux 
perpetua luceai et, et requieacat in pace :" — give him eternal rest, 
Lord, let endless light shine upon him, let him repose in peace. 

While the Welsh were thus employed, like the Egyptians at Abel- 
mizraim, drowned in unfathomable depths of sorrow, and lost in tlie 
very abyss of despair, Edward bounced upon them with all the fero- 
city of the tiger, spreading universal carnage among them. In vain 
did they fly for shelter to the caves of the mountains and the tops of 
the ragged rocks of the Snowdoninn Alps — ^those blood-hounds in 
human form, whom he had hired for tlie purpose from the Basque 
provinces, chased them from clifl* to cliff, and from cave to cave, giving 
no quarter to those who had thrown down their arms, and putting up- 
wards of three thousand to the sword in cold blood ! In vain did David 
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endeaTour to throw dejected garrisons — ^literal ''forlorn hopes*' 
into his Tarious castles, while he himself was swept with the torrent 
of universal despair which had overwhelmed his people, and was 
forced to conceal himself in the deepest recesses of the forests and 
morasses of the country. For some months, he, his princess, and 
children, (two sons and seven daughters) and a few adherents and 
companions in misery, evaded the search of their merciless pursuers, 
suffering almost every privation which human nature can endure, 
when he was one night (June 2lBt, 1283,) surprized in a morass near 
Aher, within sight of the ancient palace of his royal ancestors, and 
carried in chains to Rhuddlan, where Edward was then residing. He 
earnestly begged to see the king, probably thinking that early recol- 
lections might awaken some degree of pity in Edward's breast, and, 
like Claudius with Caractacus, he might be moved to commiserate the 
condition of a fallen prince, who had staked his dominions, his liberty, 
and life for his country ; but he was sternly refused, and kept a close 
prisoner for three months. When he was taken, the crown-jewels 
of the ancient British princes were found in his possession — king 
Arthur's crown, and a curious relic highly prized by tlie Welsh 
princes called croesenydd,* said to be made of the very tree on which 
Christ suffered, and brought to Wales by St. Helena, f 

David was then carried to Shrewsbury, where he was tried for 
high treason and other alleged crimes. 

On the 28th June, 1283, summonses were issued to eleven earls, 
one hundred temporal barons, nineteen justices and members of the 
council, two citizens of upwards of twenty towns, and two knights of 
each shire in England ; but not more than one-half attended the 
trial. The king presided in person. Being already prejudged by 
the royal injunction, which accused him of every crime and ingrati- 
tude which the thirst for his blood could rake up or invent, he was 
very soon found guilty, and ** condemned to five different kinds of 
punishment : — to be drawn at the tails of horses through the streets of 
Shrewsbury to the place of execution ; because he was a traitor to 
the king, who had made him a knight : to be hanged for having 

* Crocsynyeh. — ^ThU relic was preserved in an encasement of gold and lilvcr, vet 
with precious stones. 

t As tlie Welsh bard says— 

<* Diloenftrch Coel Codtlog 
I Gred a gafftu y Grog." 

Bnt Warrington says that the "croxffenrycA" was brought to Wales from the Holy 
Land by St. Noot, and that it was voluntarily delivered up to Edward by the secre- 
tary to the late Prince of Wales. 
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murdered Foulk Trigald and other knights in the Castle of Hawardeo ; 
his heart and bowels to be burnt, because those murders had been 

m 

perpetrated on Palm-Sundny : his head to be cut off ; his body to bo 
quartered, and to be linng up in four different parts of the king- 
dom ; because he had conspired the death of tlie king in several 
places of England.*' The latter charge must be considered false. 
This sentence was executed in its literal severity. " He was torn to 
pieces by liorses/' as Hartshorne observes, *' then liung and beheaded ; 
bis heart and bowels plucked out from the palpitating corpse, the 
mangled carcase distributed among four of the chief towns of Eng- 
land, which, to the eternal infamy of a barbarous age, and to glut the 
greedy appetite of sycophants, who savagely contested the possession of 
them, and the head stuck up at the Tower of London, by the side 
of his brother's. These were the last acta of this mournful tragedy." 
"The citizens of York and Winchester," says Warrington, " contended, 
with savage eagerness, for the right shoulder of this unfortunate 
prince. That honour was decided in favour of Winchester ; and the 
remaining quarters were sent, with the utmost dispatch, to the cities 
of York and Bristol, and the town of Northampton." It is also said, 
that the knight who had the honour of burning his entrails, enjoyed 
the delight of probing the flaming heart with the point of his poini- 
ard ; but that the heart, swollen by the heat, exploded, and flew into 
his face, blinding him for life, as its final act of revenge — and how 
just! 

But we should have prefaced that "his sons remained with him until 
the middle of July, when the king sent a writ from Caernavon to 
Henry de Lacy ordering him to deliver Llewelyn to Richard de Boys, 
to whose charge also was consigned, by Reginald de Grey, Owen, Uie 
other son. Both of them were to wait further mandates, the dark nature 
of which we are only permitted silently to conjecture. We know not 
the ultimate lot of his widow. The fate of bis sous was discreetly 
hidden from the world. But we are informed that the daughters of 
the two last princes of Wales sought, under the habit of nuns, in the 
monastery of Sempringham, a more certain tranquillity than regal life 
could bestow." 

Bleddyn Vardd, in his Elegy on David says — 

"A man he was, with a battered shield and a daring lance, in the field of 
battle ; 
A man prond to seek the fiirions trampling; 
A man whose warriors were prond of their stately arr&j; 
A man of the cleaving stroke and broken spear, luving the fight; 
A man, who caused the birds to fly upon the hosts of slain ; 
Like the ravens of Owen eager for the prey." 

Although David is not considered equal to his brother Llewelyn 

e2 
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as a general, be was, undoubtedly well-versed in tbe mode of war- 
fare practised in tbat age, and witbal a man of most beroic courage. 

'* Tbe deatb of David/' as our autbor observes, '' closed tbe only 
sovereignty wbicb remained of tbe ancient Britisb Empire — an em- 
pire, wbicb, tbroagb various cbanges of fortune, bad opposed tbe 
arms of Imperial Rome, and, for more tban 800 years, bad resisted 
tbe utmost efforts of tbe Saxon and Norman princes." And it is 
very remarkable tbat Denbigb was tbe last seat of tbe last remnant of 
tbat empire, and wbere tbe last independent national council of tbat 
ancient people was summoned. 

It is bigbly interesting to reflect tbat bere David set up tbe stand- 
ard of Welsb independence for tbe last time, wben a great number of 
vassals, dependents, and volunteers enrolled ibemselves under bis 
banner, and tbat tbat brave and daring army, wbicb surprised tbe 
Castle of Ilawarden, and laid siege to tbe royal fortresses of Rbudd- 
lan and Flint, nmrcbed out of tbe ancient citadel of Denbigb. 

Edward now dirided Wales into counties, and appointed sberiffs, 
coroners, &c., to eacb. He also instituted county courts, to be beld 
once a-montb, and sberiff 's courts twice a-year, and gave cbarters to 
different towns, and took up bis residence at Rbuddlan, wbere be 
also beld bis parliament. lie also rewarded tbose Englisb nobles, 
wbo bad assisted iu tbe conquest of Wales, by grants of castles, con- 
fiscated estates and lordsbips. 

Tbus Denbigb fell into tbe bands of Henry de Lacy, Earl of Lin- 
coln and Constable of Cbester. 

"Then Lincoln's earl, tho valiant Lacy came, 
And raia'd the pile, now baat'uing to decay, 
To quencli tho sacred patriotic flame, 
lliat ncrv'd the Briton to the deadly fray." 
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CHAPTER III. 



EVENTS NOT MENTIONED IN THE PRECEDING CHAPTERS. 



In A.D. 818> Egbert, King of the West Saxons, entered North 
Wales with a formidable army, laid waste the country as far as 
Snowdon, and seized upon the lordship of Khufoniog in Denbigh- 
land. 

In A.D. 941, Chebar, Bishop of St. Asaph, goes with Howel the 
Good, Ring of Wales, to Rome, to obtain from the Pope the ratifica- 
tion of Howel's celebrated code of laws. Along with them went also 
Lambert, Archbishop of St. DaTid*s, Mordaf, Bishop of Bangor, and 
thirteen of the most prudent and *' learnedst''* persons in Wales. 

In A.D. 1115, " Meredith ap Bleddyn, and the sons of Cadwgan, 
finding it dangerous to stay longer in the Yale of Clwyd (after their 
victory at Denbigh) for fear of some French, who lay garrisoned at 
Chester, returned to Merioneth with all speed." 

In A.D. 1157» Henry II. concluded a treaty of peace with Owen 
Gwynedd, by which the Prince was to yield up such castles and dis- 
tricts in North Wales, as had been taken from the English in the late 
reign. It appears that Denbigh Castle was one of those fortresses, for 
we are told that '* Henry II. appointed Adam de Saltzburg captain of 
the garrison of Denbigh Castle." "The said Adam," observes a cor- 
respondent of the Archeeologia Cambrensis, " was of tlie ^Honse of 
Bavaria, and as such descended from the Emperor Charlemagne, as the 
German pedigrees prove. lie was an adherent of Henry II. (whose 
love of foreigners is well known) during his incipient and partial con- 
quest of the Principality, and established by that monardi at Lleweni, 
&c." — Burke's Peerage has ''Adam de Saltzburg captain of the garri- 
son of Denbigh ; and his grandson, John, seated at Lleweny, and 
died 1 289. Under Conway, in the ** Landed Gentry," is Black Sir 
Harry S., a favourite of Edward I., who gave him Lleweny, forfeited by 
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DnTid*8 attainder. Sir Joha founded the Abbey, and gaye it, in 1214, 
to Bardsey. ** Pennant places the aettlemeut of the Saluabnriea at 
Lleweny prior to the time of Henry III — from 1216 to 1272. 

According to others, (as the eminent Walter Da?ies) it would appear 
that the first Salusbury was establiahed here by William the Conqueror, 
and that his son, John Saltzburg or Salusbury, died in 1089. Ellis, 
aays that Black Sir Harry, was the fourth Salusbury of Denbigh, who 
married Nesta, grand-daughter of Ithcl Vychau, and died in 1289. 
These facts would almost justify us in believing that Denbigh Castle 
was either first built by, or certainly in the possession of the Conqueror. 
It is just such a site as he would have chosen, and where else could his 
Norman follower, Saltzburg, ha?e felt himself secure from the warlike 
and fierce Welsh around him? Much of those stupendous fortifica- 
tions, commonly attributed to Henry de Lacy, may, for anything we see 
to the contrary, be the works of the Conqueror. Hugh Lupus did 
homage for this part of Wales. 

In A.D. 1 164, David ap Owen Owynedd carried away the cattle and 
inhabitants of the Vale of Clwyd into Suowdonia. He had, previously, 
brought all the inhabitants of Englefield, which tlie king of England 
had taken possession of, with their cattle, &c., into the Yale of Clwyd. 
King Henry advances as far as Rhuddlan, where he remains three 
days, and then retreats to England, but soon returns with an immense 
army, composed of the fiower of all his dominions in England, Nor- 
mandy, Anjou, Gascony, Guienne, and Bretagne, with auxiliaries from 
Flanders, " purposing to destroy, without mercy, every living thing 
he could possibly meet with." He was, however, defeated and driven 
back with considerable loss ; and, to satisfy his revenge, he plucked 
out the eyes of Prince Owen's two sons, and other Welsh hostages. 

In A.D. 1 169, Madog ap Owen Gwynedd, and his followers, are said 
to have left the Vale of Clwyd, and to have reached America, 300 years 
before Columbus discovered that vast continent. Returning, next year, 
they took many more with them, and are said to have founded a tribe 
of Welsh American Indians. 

A.D. 1210. The inhabitants of the Vale of Clwyd took flight to 
Snowdonia, with their cattle and moveable eficcts. John, King of 
England, crosses the Clwyd at the head of a powerful army, and 
marches to Deganwy Castle, " where," says Wynne, " he encamped to 
refresh and recreate his army, which, by reason of the long marches 
they made, was, in a great measure weary and fatigued. But what 
the more augmented their misery, Llewelyn (the Great*) getting behind 

* The reader must understand that there were three Llewelyns, sovereign princes 
of Wales: Llewelyn I., or Ap SeiMjfllt, who reigned from A.D. 1015 to A.D. 
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them, eat ofF all hopes of proTision from England, and the Welsh, by 
the advantage of being acquainted with the straita and narrow pas- 
aagea, cut off all that straggled from the English Camp," (to forage?) 
" so that, in time, they were glad to take up with horse-flesh, or any- 
thing, were it never so mean, which might fill itp their greedy and empty 
stomnchs. At Inst, King John, finding no other remedy, and perceiy- 
ingit impossible to continue longer so hungry Knd /mnty, thought it 
his wisest way to march for England, and leave the Welsh to them- 
selves, and so he decamped, in great fury, leaving Llewelyn to bury 
that great number of dead which had starved in his successless expe- 
dition." 

But, next August, John comes again, '* with a terrible army of Eng- 
lish," crosses the Clwyd and the Couwny, burns the city of Bangor, 
takes Rotpert or Robert, then bishop, out of the church, where he had 
taken sanctuary, and carries him pnsoner to the English camp ; but 
he is afterwards ransomed for 200 hawks. Denbigh and the Four 
Caotreds are ceded to him, with 20,000 head of cattle, and forty horses. 
After which he returns to England in great triumph. 

A.D. 1211, the next year, Llewelyn took from John, all those castles 
and cantreds ceded to him, and John in revenge hanged twenty-eight 
Welsh noblemen, whom he had taken as hostages. 

A.D. 1212, Pope Innocent the Third dispatched one of his nun- 
cios to Wales, who absolved Prince Llewelyn, Gwenwynwyn, and Macl- 
gon from their oaths of allegiance to King John, and withal gave ihem 
a strict command, under the penalty of excommunication, to molest 
and annoy him with all their endeavours, as an open enemy to the 
Church." Llewelyn improves this favourable opportunity to secure 
his hold of Denbigh and the Four Cantreds. 

In A.D. 1213, Owen, grandson of Owen Gwynedd, had a grant 
from King John, of Bhds, Rhufoniog, and the Vale of Clwyd, but was 
slain by Llewelyn for his ingratitude and treason. 

In A.D. 1245, King Henry, at the head of a very great army of 
English and Gascoignes, invades North Wales, lays waste the Vale of 
Clwyd and burns the Cathedral of St. Asaph. But, after suffering the 
greatest privation and misery, finds it necessary to return to England 
on the approach of winter, '* being not very desirous to make another 
expedition into Wales." 

1021, and was assassinated : LUtcelyn 11., or (hr Great t alias Ap lorwerih, who 
reigned fifty-six years, from A.D. 1184 tn A.D. 1210 : Llewelim HI., or Ap Grif^ 
fth^ who ruled from A.D. 1246 to A.D. 1282, a period of thirty-siz years, and 
with whom the Welsh sovereignty terminated. 
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lu A.D. 1246, the Yale of Clwyd and all the surrounding country 
uncultivated, and the Welsh, having lost nearly all their cattle, arc 
reduced to the greatest want and misery, and the Bishop of St. Asaph 
and the clergy compelled to suhaist upon charity. 

In A.D. 1258, the greater part of the marches of Wales reduced 
to a desert, without huildings, cattle, or inhabitant. 

In A.D. 1277, Edward I. stipulates that Prince Llewelyn should 
pay .50,000 marks for Denbigh and the Four Cantreds, but, the same 
year, gives Denbigh Castle to Prince David as the dowery of the Earl 
of Derby's daughter, the Lady Eleanor Dc Ferrars. 

In A.D. 1280, the Welsh nobility and people come in a body to 
David, Lord of Denbigh, to implore his aid in delivering them from 
the oppression of the King of England, and to effect a reconciliation 
between him and his brother Llewelyn. 

In A.D. 1285, King Edward, bids adieu to this fair Vale, leaves 
Rhuddlan Castle, and, after an absence of tliree years, returns to Lon- 
don, where he is honoured with a triumph, and carrying the eroea- 
enyeh to Westminster Abbey, he lays it, with great solemnity, on the 
high altar. A few months before his death, he offers the gold and 
precious stones taken from David and Llewelyn on the shrine of 
Edward the Confessor, as a thanks-offering for the conquest of Wales. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



DENBIGH UNDER HENRY DE LACY. 



From what has been adyanced, in the foregoing chapters, it will be 
seen that the date of the origin of the ancient and far-famed Castle of 
Denbigh is a matter of conjectore. With our native bard, Mr. W. 
Owen, we may very reasonably presume that 

*' — First the hardj Briton chose 

Calodfryn's crown to build his wooden Iceep, 
To bid doflanco to his oonntry's foes. 

And guard his birthright on the rock-bound steep.*' 

We have no data to prove that it was afterwards selected as the site 

of a Roman encampment, although eminently calculated by nature 

to answer the ends of that warlike and conquest-loving people during 

their occupation of tliis part of the Isle of Britain. But it seems 

highly probable, if not certain, that the Norman Conqueror, or his 

powerful vassal, Hugh Lupus, fortified this commanding eminence. 

Nor is it impossible that our bard may also be right when he says, 

" Six centuries bacic did the first Henry form 
A massiTe stronghold on Caledfiyn's height." 

Indeed, the most casual and superficial observer cannot behold the 

crumbling ruins of those stupendous fortifications without being 

struck with the varying character of the masonry, and the different 

styles of architecture which they exhibit. Leaving aside the Burgess' 

Tower, the peculiarity of whose structure has been noticed by all, we 

have, first, the square style, hke that of the Water Tower at Rhudd- 

lan, which is generally considered the most ancient portion of that 

fortress. Of this character is the Countess' Tower, situated between 

the North Eastern Tower (near the top of Bull-lane) and the Goblin 

Tower. And although only a portion of the foundation walls of 

the Exchequer Tower remains, enough is left to show us that it was 

p 
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a square structnre. Secondly, the rounded style, like the principal 
portion of Rhuddlan Castle. Such is the North Eastern Tower, al- 
ready alluded to, and the bastion in the Bowling-green. Thirdly, 
the polygon style, like Caernarvon Castle. At Denbigh, this charac- 
terizes the works of De Lacy, who is commonly, but very erroneously, 
considered as the founder of our ancient castle. 

William Salisbury spent two years upon the repair of this fortress, 
before the Civil War broke out in Wales. 

The various reparations are still distinctly visible, as the erec- 
tions of different periods. In many places, the curtain of the 
ramparts, which also formed the ancient Town Walls, is built upon 
the remains of a more ancient wall, of much looser masonry, but of 
some inches greater thickness, as may be seen at the back of the houses 
now building near the Burgess' Tower, and along the tops of the 
rocks above the Goblin Well, commencing near the North Bastem 
Tower, which, also, exhibits three distinct courses of masonry. The 
author's conjecture is, that this tower, from its exposed position, 
and easy access for attack, was several times partially demolished, 
and as frequently restored. The Keep and Grand Entrance, King 
Charles's Tower, and the Goblin Tower, are undoubtedly the works of 
Henry de Lacy, and are by far the most beautiful portions of the 
fortifications standing ; they evidently belong to a period in the history 
of castellated erections, when elegance of design began to be combined 
with strength of structure — when such fortifications were raised to se- 
cure the possession of a rebellious, but still a subjugated and conquered 
territory — when the conqueror not only looked to the security of his 
acquired possessions, but began to display something of the luxury 
and grandeur of a victorious feudal prince. Such were the views 
and feelings of De Lacy when he undertook the rebuilding of 
Denbigh Castle. He was evidently ambitious of imitating what his 
royal master was doing at Caernarvon, and copying his plans, so far 
as they were applicable to his situation and means. To undertake 
a work so gigantic and beautiful, and to bring it almost to comple- 
tion in so short a period, he must have employed a vast number of 
the most skilful workmen. 

Henry de Lacy began to rebuild Denbigh Castle, and to fortify tlie 
town in 1 284, but is said to have been so afflicted by the accidental 
death of his only surviving son, that he left the work unfinished, and 
never returned. 

" De Lacy's heart grew lone, he left the spot 
Where all his hopes were crush'd, in one fell hour ;" 

Pennant observes that " he enclosed, within a wall, the small town 
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which he found here, and which must haye been considerably enlar- 
ged by the many English families which he brought along willi him." 
''Many of their descendants/' observes another writer, in 1769, "are 
to be found in the town and neighbourhood to this day. This ac- 
counts for the English feature of a large section of the upper class, 
who still speak tlie Saxon tongue." He granted portions of his de- 
mesne to the Chambreses, Peakes, Pigots, Lathoms, Heatons, Ashpools 
Dryhursts, Cuthroses, Hookes, Rosindales, Twistletons, and other 
English Families, of whom we sliall speak more hereafter.* He also 
obtained for the town its first charter of incorporation, which is still 
preserved among our muniments, and is a document written in Nor- 
man French, on a small sheet of vellum, in a beautiful and very 
legible hand, and is cited in the " governing charter," and the tn- 
ipemmus of the 29 Elizabeth (A.D. 1587)9 iu which the Queen 
recites that "seeing Edward tlie First, King of England, our ancestor^ 
by his letters patent, under the Great Seal of England, dated al 
Northampton, the 28th day of August, in the 18th year of his reign, 
(A.D. 1290) hath granted, for himself and his heirs, to his well-beloved 
and faithful Henry de Lacye, Earl of Lincoln, that all his men in- 
habiting his Town of Denbigh, or that shall, for ever after, inhabit it, 
through all his territories formerly belonging to the King of Wales, 
and also through the counties of Chester, Salop, Stafford, Gloucester, 
Worcester, and Hereford, shall be free and acquitted for ever from all 
toll, stallage, payage, pannage, murage, pontage, and passage." 

These privileges, however, were only conferred upon Englishmen, 
who, probably, resided within the walls, where Leland tells us there 
had been *' divers rows of streets," but that, at his time, there were 
scarcely eighty householders.f 

* The Salnsbtiries came earlier, and the Myddeltona later. 

t He was here in the time of Henry VIII. Others teU us that the '* Old Town 
wM deeerted in the reign of EUzabeth, ind a new one, nrach larger, bnUt at the foot 
of the hiU." The decline of the Old Town is thought by Camden to be attributable 
either to thesteepneae of the hill, or to the scarcity of water. Some teUus that the 
original town was bomt during the Wars of the Roees. Leland relates that Edward 
IV. was besieged in the Castle, and the town burnt. Others, that Jasper Tudor 
and the Welsh only set the suburbs of Denbigh on fire, and destroyed that part of 
the town which lay without the Walls, in 1459. We find " A Warrant for 200 
markes, residue of 1500 to Burgesses of Denbigh, by Edward IV., towardes re-edifi- 
cation of Town breni by oertaine rebbels and traytors, 23 Feb., 1st year," which 
would be 1461 — 2; but 1468 is named by Pennant, when Jasper Tudor, with 
2,000 Welsh, burnt the town, so that the first year refers to 1471^-2, or February 
after the final overthrow of Henry IV., in April, 1471. — Arehaologia CamtremU. 

At present there is nothing remaining within the Walls, but the Castle, the 

f2 
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De Lacy also granted his yaasals the liberty of killing and destroy- 
ing all manner of wild beasts on the lordship^ except in certain parts 
reserved for himself and his heirs.* 

Tlie reader must understand that De Ijacy was created Lord of 

Bowling Green, one of the most enchanting spote in creation ; the Caatle House!, 
with its deUghtftil grounds ; Bt. Hilary's Chapel and Grammar School, and the 
majestic ruin of Old St. David's; whilst the only things approaching to the resem- 
blance of streets are to be met with in Tower-lane, Exchequer-hill, and Castle-lane, 
—irregular rows of cottages ; in aU, some foity-six habitations, with one hundred 
and sixty-three inhabitants, of whom seventy-four are males, and eighty-nine 
females. The whole (excepting the grounds of the Castle House) is in the posses- 
sion of the Crown, or claimed as encroachments. If the Crown would, (lowever, sell 
or grant leases for building, at low rates, we should soon see 'divers rows of streets' 
again crowning this fair hill, which would greatly adorn the landscape. The old 
Town Walls are still standing pretty entire, and are said to endose a circuit of some- 
thing near a mile. Tradition speaks of two or more other wards, once enclosed 
within walls ; one running down to Love-lane, where the remains of an ancient wall 
stands over the tops of the houses lately erected above the British School, and said, 
by some, to bo the remains of Plat JAewelyn, or Prince Llewelyn's Palace ; anotiier 
from the Burgess' Tower to High-gate, where its foundation is seen at the back of 
the Old King's Head, down to Panton-hall, thence to Beacon's-hill, to the Mount, 
at the back of the Crown Inn, across the top of Park-lane, and up to some point 
near the North Eastern Tower in Bull-lane ; a portion of which is described as 
standing, in A.D, 1596, in S|Xied's map of Denbigh, but of which it is impossible to 
speak with certainty at this day, or prove that such outworks ever existed ; although 
such may have been the case. The present town, formerly called the *' Suburbs of 
Denbigh," probably took its origin, as Newcome conjectures, very soon after the 
erection of the fortress, and was, possibly, first built by " foreign traders," (Welsh- 
men, of course) who crowded for protection under the Walls, but were not permitted 
to reside in, or, perhaps, enter the English dty. The oldest house within the Walls 
is that with terraced Flemish gables, in Tower-lane, once an inn, and evidently erect- 
ed in the time of Elizabeth. Sir Richard Clough introduced this style of building. 
Tliere are several similar houses still standing in Donbigh. Among the present 
eiiiietu, we only found 1 butcher, 1 gardener, 1 basket-maker, 1 weaver, 1 sawyer, 
1 joiner, 2 tailors, 2 nailers, 10 shoemakers, and 10 labourers ; with one shop. 

* These were the five parks : Moylewike, Moelewig, described, in the Survey of 
Henry VI 1 1., -as being three miles round, " replenished with six score fallow deer," 
&c., kept by one Nicholas Portescue, Esq.; Caretnodeoket Garthysnodiog, now cal- 
led the Orett, said to be two miles round, with three hundred deor, in the keeping 
of John Salusbury, the elder. Esquire ; Kylforde, Kilford, Ci^ffordd, commonly 
called Cf{^Wii, probably induding the present Denbigh Parks ; for, in the same sur- 
vey, we are told that the Castle Park was very fertile and pleasant, " two miles about 
at least," and kept by one' Piers Mutton for twenty years ; but had not above fourteen 
male deer, and tliirty does and fawns, although ** able to bear four hundred deer ; 
*' Baffin" supposed to mean Bachegraig ; and Potey, Pare Postyn, in the parish of 
Llanrhaiadr. 
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Denbigh ; but be claims no higher honour than that of constable. — 
** Henrieus de Lacy, comes Lincoln.^ conatabulariua Cestria, D., tie 
Roos, et Rfweiniok."* He did not properly come under the design- 
ation of *' lord marcher/' for tliat appellation legitimately applies only 
to those who had acquired territory on the frontiers of Wales " by 
their own sword," and who, through tlie conniving policy of the 
kings of England, exercised all the autliority of despotic princes 
within their petty states or baronies, prior to the conquest of the 
Principality. It is, however, very possible, if not highly probable, 
that the same Henry de Lacy had some claim to Denbigh and Rh6s, 
&c., prior to the murderous execution of Prince David ap Griffith, 
the last Welsh " Lord of the Vale ;" — that Hugh Lupus and his suc- 
cessors, in whose marauding bands the Lacics always cut the most 
conspidous figure, and held the chief command, often pushed their 
conquests as far as Denbigh, and even up tlie hill country far to the 
west, and often held temporary possession of this rich and much 
coveted Vale. Warrington tells us that Hugh Lupus actually " did 
homage for Englefield and Rhyvoniog," that large hilly tract of 
country already mentioned and claimed by Henry de Lacy as " Rew^ 
einiok" in tlie constablcship of Denbigh, as well as for all the sea- 
coast from Chester to Conway. This territory wnR, however, 
afterwards reclaimed by the Welsh, for we have seen that Denbigh, 
the Vale of Clwyd, Rhyfoniog, and Englefield, belonged to Griffith 
or « Griffin," son of Llewelyn IL, who, in 1244, was kiUed by fall- 
ing from the Tower of London, and that this unhappy prince was the 
father of Llewelyn IIL, last sovereign Prince of Wales, who received 
Denbigh, and the above mentioned lordships, as a patrimony from 
his father, but was, most unjustly, compelled to cede them in order to 
conclude a peace with the rapacious Anglo-Norman king, Henry III., 
in 1247. From this time, by what means does not appear, die De 
Lacies seem to claim some title to Denbigh. 

We have already remarked that Gwenllian Lacy held three towns 
in Denbighland for the term of her natural life, which, after her de- 
cease, appertained to David, but " which townes yet the king tooke 
from him, contrarie to his letters patents." Pennant says that Ed- 

* The original key of Denbigh Castle, deliyered by Edward I. to Henry de Lacy, 
is now in the possession of Miss Angharad Llwyd, of Rhyl. The late Sir S. Mey- 
rick considered this to be the oldest key in Europe. Thfs insignia of office was 
worn by the Earl of Lincoln and his successors, on great occasions, and fell into 
the possession of the Ashpool family ; an ancestor of theirs being house-steward to 
the Earl, and keeper of the key, an office said to have been continued in the &mily 
forages. 
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vard of Caernarvon gave the lands of Wenchal de Lacy to Lord Grey 
de Ruthin, in 1301. Archdeacon Newcome takes Wenchal to be an 
English corruption of Gwenliian, and conjectures that a scion of this 
noble family had possessed himself a Welsh heiress on this lordship. 
What relation Henry de Lacy was to this lady does not appear, bat 
he seems to ha?e come in as her heir at law. He certainly in« 
herited a goodly portion, at least, of her estate. His territory did not* 
however, comprehend so considerable a portion of the Yale, beside a 
part of the extensive domain and ancient Forest of Llewcni, for we are 
told that Edward L granted ''almost the whole of y* Yale of Cluid 
to Roger Grey of Ruthin for his seruice against y* Welch." " De La- 
cy's landes," however, reached along the western side, as far as 
Abergele, which is described in Henry De Lacy, Inq. Post Mort. 
A.D. 131 1, as AbergeleUy villa mecatores, 24 burgetues. In the same 
document we find Caymerih, Cinmerch ; Bodele, Bodelwydden ; 
Uthalei, Uwchaled; Roweynok, Rhyfoniog; Root, Rb6s; Istvlas, 
Isdulaa ; Dgnorbin, Dinorben ; Kilmegl, Kinmel ; Dynorbin Fa" 
than, Dinorben Bach; Meymoi, Meifod; Hendrageda, Hendre- 
gyda ; Ughdulaa, Uwchdulas ; and Kikedok, Cegidog, St. George. 

It would appear that Abergele was then included as a suburb (suffi- 
ciently distant it is true) of Denbigh, ip the original grant * 

In 1294, we find De Lacy, when ready to embark at the head of 
an army into Gascony, suddenly commanded to turn his arms against 
the Welsh, who had again broken out into a formidable rebellion ; 
and, goaded by the oppressive yoke of their new Anglo-Norman 
ruler, endeavoured to set Madog, who is, by some, said to be a natural 
son of the last Llewelyn, upon the fallen throne of his ancestors. De 
Lacy, (with the view of preserving Denbigh) by great inarches, reached 
Wales before the King, and met Madog and his raw but brave band, 
(elated by their late success at Caernarvon,) on the 1 1th of Novem- 
ber, under the very walls of this fortress, where he '' was suddenly en- 
countered by the Welsh, who, encouraged by the situation of the 
English army,'' as Warrington says, ** were desu*ous of hazarding their 
fortunes upon the issue of a single battle. The event was glorious to 
the Welsh ; the English forces were defeated and forced to retire." 
The conflict was, however, obstinate and bloody, and the result 
might have been otherwise, had not the Welsh already made them- 
selves masters of the fortress. De Lacy saved his life by flight ; but, 

* The most ancient hoiue at Abergele is believed to be the preaent Harp Idq, 
commonly called the " Cellar" from tiie cells of an ancient goal« as tradition tells ns, 
which have, at different times, been discovered, in making alterations in the build- 
ing, and from which pieces of andunt coin have been dug. This jail is supposed 
to have been erected at that period. 
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on the capture of Madog, at Cefn Digoll, the Earl again obtained poa- 
aesaion of Denbigh. 

Wynne gives a somewhat lengthier version: — "The North Wales 
men set up one Madoc, rehited to the last Llewelyn, who, having drawn 
together a great number of men, came to Caernarvon, and setting 
npon the English, who in great multitudes had then resorted thither 
to a fair^ slew a great many, and afterwards spoiled and ransacked 
the whole town. King Edward, being acquainted with Uiese different 
insurrections and rebellions in Wales, and desirous to quell the pride 
and stubbornness . of the Welch, but most of all to revenge the death 
of his great favourite Roger de Pulestone, called his brother Edmund, 
Earl of Lancaster, and Henry Lacy, Earl of Jjincoln and lord of Den- 
Denbigh, who, with a considerable army, were ready to embark for 
Gascoign, and countermanded them into Wales. Being arrived there, 
they passed quietly forward till they came to Denbigh, and as soon 
as they drew near the Castle, upon St. Martin's Day, the Welch, with 
great fury and courage, faced them, and, joyning battles, forced them 
hack, with a very considerable loss. Polydore Virgil says, (but upon 
what authority is not known) that the Welch obtained this victory 
rather upon the account that the English army was hired with such 
money as had been wrongfully taken out of the Abbies and other reli- 
gious places, so that it was a judgment from above, more than the 
force of the Welch, that overcame the English army. But be the 
cause of it what it will, 'tis certain the English were vanquished, 
upon which account King Edward came in person to Wales." 

In A.D. 1 296, as Rapin relates, " Edmund, Earl of Lancaster, sailed 
for Guienne, with three hundred and twenty-five ships, from Plymouth, 
January 25th, and Henry de Lacy along with him." But the Earl of 
Lancaster, dying at Bayonne in the following June, the chief com- 
mand devolved upon De Lacy. The French boast of having gained 
two victories over him, and he was compelled to raise the siege of Dacs 
and make a hasty retreat ; but it should be added that he had very few* 
troops, and that, although the French had a large army in the field, 
the advantages which they gained were very small. The French call 
him Count de Nicole, as a Gallicism of Earl of Lincoln. He was 
exempted from further military service on being made ambassador to 
France, 31 Edward I., A.D. 1303, when we are told that he, in conjunc- 
tion with the Count of Savoy, negociated the unhappy marriage of 
Edward, Prince of Wales, with his faithless Isabel of Yalois, daughter 
of Philip the Fair, king of France. 

De Lacy died at his own house in Lincoln's Inn, London, in A.D. 
1310, in the 59th year of his age, and was interred in St. Paul's 
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Cathedral. He was, as we have already aeen^ a great favourite of 
Edward I., and had, no doubt, taken an active part against Prince 
David ap Griffith. He hkewise possessed no inconsiderable share of 
military talent, was a wise counsellor, and had acquired considerable 
popularity, as an enlightened politician, and reformer of the abuses of 
papal and kingly power, although he is said to have been sometimes 
bought over by royal favours and honours. Like all the Norman no- 
bility, he was ambitious, domineering, and rapacious, yet his atroci- 
ties did not come up to " the measure of his fathers." Sir John 
Wynne, as Newcoroe has observed, tells us that he did not exactly 
force the Welsh from their lands, but only compelled them to make 
exclianges, taking care, no doubt, that he always got the best of the 
bargain. He was, however, a great benefactor to Denbigh, and mu- 
nificent to his own vassals. He is represented in effigy as sitting in 
his robes over the Grand Entrance of Denbigh Castle. 

Henry de Lacy was one of those barons who were leagued against 
the odious royal favourite ?iers Gaveston. ''There were among 
them," as Rapin observes, " persons of great abilities, who knew how 
dangerous it is, on these occasions, to act by halves; and that if such 
sort of enterprises are not brought to issue, they seldom fail to ruin 
the authors. The Earl of Lincoln (Henry de Lacy, descended from 
Walter de Lacy, who came in with the Conqueror,) was one of the 
most considerable of the party, as well for his birth and high offices, 
as for his age and experience. As he was confined to his bed by a 
fit of sickness, which in all appearance would lay him in his grave, 
he was apprehensive that, after his death, the confederates would give 
way, and was willing to endeavour to prevent that accident, which 
would have occasioned their ruin. To that end, having sent for his 
son-in-law, the Earl of Lancaster, grandson of Henry IIL, he conjured 
him, in the strongest and most moving terms, not to abandon the 
Cliurch and people of England to the mercy of the popes and kings, 
lie told him, his birth obliged him to endeavour to free the kingdom 
from the oppressions it unfortunately laboured under. He charged 
him to have always a great regard for the king. But, withal, he 
added, that his regard ought not to hinder him from doing all that 
lay in his power to remove from the king*s person foreign ministers 
and favourites. That honour, conscience, and the public good, cal- 
led upon him to procure the observance of the Oreat Charter, the 
only basis of the welfare and peace of the kingdom. In conclusion, 
he advised him to join heartily with the Earl of Warwick, who, among 
the confederate lords, was best able to carry on the important under- 
taking.'* 
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The Yen. Archdeacon Newcome tells us that Henry de Lacy, Lord 
of Denbigh, was the son of Edmund Lacy, the son of John Lacy, Lord 
of Halton Pomfret, and Constable of Chester, by Margaret the eldest 
danghter of Robert Quincy, Earl of Lincoln.* From Camden we learn 
how the barony of Halton came to the Lacies: — ''Below Runek' 
home, (Runcorn) more within the county, stands the town of 
Haulton, where there is a castle which Hugh Lupus, Earl of Chester, 
gave to Nigellus, a certain Norman, upon condition that he should 
be Constable of Chester, &c. William the Conqueror made Hugh, 
■umamed Lupus, son to Viscount de AuTranches, in Normandy, 
the first here<titary Earl of Chester and Count Palatine, giving unto 
him and his heirs this whole county (Cheshire) to hold as freely by 
his sword, as he did England by his crown.f Hereupon the Earl pre- 
sently substituted the following barons, Nigell, (now Niel) Baron 
of Haulton, whose posterity took the name of Lacy fW)m the estate 
of the Laceys, which fell to them, and were Earls of Lincoln, &c.'* 
Thus the Lacies became " Counsel to the Earl of Chester, to attend 
him, (Hugh Lupus and his successors) and to frequent his court, for 
the honour and greater grandeur of it." They were, by virtue of the 
'* feoffment of Haulton," to carry arms against the Welsh, for Camden 
further tells us that he " found, in an old parchment, that they were 
bound, in times of war with the Welsh, to find, for every knight's fee, 
one horse and furniture, or two without furniture, &c." Ponte* 
fracty commonly called Pom/ret, seems to have been the first posses- 
sion of the Lacies in England, being given to Hildebert Lacy by 
the Conqueror. It also appears that Henry de Lacy (of Denbigh) 



* Newcome here eeems to quote Wynne, who baa the following obaenrAtions t— • 
" Klog Edward having deluded the Welah, and reduced the whole country of Walea 
to his own derotion, began to reward his followers with other men's properties, and 
bestowed whole lordships and towns in the midst of the country upon English lords, 
among whom, Henry Lacy, Earl of Lincoln, obtained the Lordship of Denbigh. 
This Henry Lacy was son to Edmund Lacy, the son of John Lary Lord of Halton 
Fomfret, and Constable of Chester, who married Margaret, the eldest daughter and 
one of the heirs of Robert Quincy, Earl of Lincoln. This Henry Lacy, lord of Den* 
high, married the daughter and sole heir of William Longspcar, Earl of Salisbury, 
by whom he had issue two sons, Edmund and John, who both died young, one by 
a foil into a very deep well within the castle of Denbigh ; and a daughter named 
AHda, who was married to Thomas Plantagenet, Earl of Lancaster, who, in right 
of his wife, was Earl of Lincoln and Samm, Lord of Denbigh, Halton Pomfret, and 
Constable of Chester." 



t " Hahendvm 8c tenendum dictum eomitatwn Ceeitrim^ riH heeredihnt nl» : ittt 
Hheri ad gUdium, ncut ip9t Rex iotmn tenehat Anyliam ad corfmam.* 
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the same person as Henry Fiiz-Eustace ; the latter being his proper 
patronymic ; the heirs-male of the original De Lacy having long 
become extinct, for Camden, in speaking of Pontefract, says, '* It was 
built by Hildebert Lacy, a Norman, to whom William the Conqueror 
gave this town and the ground about it, after he had dispossest 
Alric, a Saxon. But Henry Lacy, his nephew (as the plead- 
ings of those times tell us) being in the battel of Trenchbery against 
Henry L, was disseised of his Barony of Pontefract ; and then the 
King gave the honour to Wido de Laval, who held it till Ring Ste- 
phen's timcj when Henry de Lacy re-entered upon the said barony ; 
and by the Bang's intercession, the difference was adjusted with Wido 
for j6150. This Henry had a son, Robert, who dyed without issue, 
leaving Albreda Lisours, his sister by tlie mother's side, his heir, for 
there was no one else so nearly related to him; so that by tlie decease 
of Robert both the inheritances, — that of the Lacies by her brother, 
and that of the Lisours by her father, descended to her. " This is word 
fbr word" says he, ''out of the Register of Stanlow Monastery. She 
was then married to Richard Fitz-Eustach, (the son of Eustachius) 
Constable of Chester, whose posterity have took the name of Lacy, 
and have been honoured with the Earldom of Lincoln. " The last 
daughter of this family conveyed this fair inheritance, by a short deed, 
(formula transcript ionisj to the Earls of Lancaster." This "last 
daughter^' was Alice Lacy, (of Denbigh) to whom Henry de Lacy 
left this town and castle, she being his only surviving child by Mar- 
garet Countess of Salisbury. Edmund Lacy, their eldest son, 
inet an untimely end by falling headlong into the Goblin Well, as 
seems most probable from its frightful depth and superstitious cogno- 
.men. 

" A cry is heardi the bat afiHghted flief 
From the deep caTems of the castle well, — 
De Lacy's son, the youthful Edmund, lies 
Within its waves, which o*er him darkly swell." 

But Newcome says ** into a well inside the castle, a vestige of which 
well is still shewn not far from the entrance." It is doubtful which 
of them is the real Ffynnon JFaed, or Bloody WeU ; although the 
designation evidently alludes to the same tragedy. Their second 
son, John, died young. 

The above extract from Camden will likewise enable the reader to 
understand how Thomas Plantagenet, earl of Lancaster, and the 
second lord of Denbigh, who married Alice Lacy, was, after being 
taken at the battle of Burrowbridge, beheaded at Pontefract Castle. 
'' This Castle," says Camden, "has been fatal to great men; it was first 
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stained with the blood of Thomas Earl of Lancaster, who held it in 
right of his wife, and was the first of this family (the royal Lancas- 
trian-house) that own'd it. He was justly beheaded by Edward IL 
for fomenting those plots and rebellions which embroiled the 
kingdom ; howcTer, he was afterwards sainted by the people." But 
more of St. Thomas of Denbigh hereafter. 

The De Lacies first settled in South Wales, at Ewyas, or Enaa 
Lacy, and on the banks of the Wye. Walter de Laci, who came 
oyer with the Conqueror, is said to have been ** singularly pious," and 
to haye founded Llanthony Abbey. He had three sons, Boger, 
Hugh, and Walter. From these sprang the Lacies of Ireland. We 
find also that the Dc Lacies founded an abbey at Pontefract. Cam- 
den likewise mentions " a little village in Dorset, called Kingston-La- 
cy, because it belonged to the Lacys, Earls of Lincoln." 

Respecting the Earls of Lincoln, Camden further observes, " Ralph 
the sixth Earl of Chester, had this honour granted him by Henry IIL, 
and a little before his death, gave by charter to Hawise his sister, 
wife of Robert de Quincy, the Earldom of Lincoln, so far forth as it 
appertain' d to him, that she might be Countess thereof. She, in like 
manner, bestowed it on John de Lacy, Constable of Chester, and the 
heirs he should beget by Margaret her daughter. This John begat 
Edmund, who dying before his mother ; and left this honour to be 
enjoy'd by Henry (of Denbigh) his son, the last Earl of this fami- 
ly." 

In A.D. 1222, we find John de Lacy, and other barons, conspiring 
..to take the city of London by surprise, and meeting in arms at Wal- 
•tham with that view ; but finding the king too well prepared for the 
defence, they were compelled to desist. Soon after, they met in arms 
at Leicester, in order to seize the king*8 person, but again failed, 
Henry being too well armed and attended, and De Lacy and the rest of 
the barons, finding it dangerous to make tlie attempt, " sat down," 
as Hume tells us, " and kept (heir Christmas in his neighbourhood." 

In A.D. 1226, John de Lacy and Hagh de Yere were ambassadors 
for Edward I. to Phillip king of France, when the Duchy of Guienne 
was ceded to that monarch. 

Roger Lacy, alias " Roger of Hell," relieved Randal, Earl of Ches- 
ter, when besieged in Rhuddlan Castle by the Welsh, by suddenly 
collecting a rabble of fiddlers and idle persons, with whom he put the 
besiegers to flight, and received as his reward the very enviable title 
of **maguterum omnium peeeatorum et meretricum** — ^master of all 
sinners and lewd women. 

g2 
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Wynne's account is somewhat different : — 

**In A.D. 1237, Randulpli Bahun became Earl of Chester. This 
Randulph had seYeral encounters with Prince Llewelyn, and was in 
continual agitation against him ; but once more ))articalarly, meeting 
with the Prince, and being sensible of his inability to withstand him, 
he was obliged to retire for refuge to (he Castle of Ruthlan, which 
the Prince presently besieged. Randulph, perceiYing himself to be 
in danger, sent to Koger Lacy, Constable of Chester, requesting him 
to raise what strength he could possibly, and come to succour him in 
this extremity. Wherefore, Lacy having received this express, called 
to him presently all his friends, desiring them to make all the endea- 
vours imaginable to rescue the Earl from that imminent danger which 
•0 severely threatened him : at whose request, Ralph Dutton, hia son- 
in-law, a valorous youth, assembled together all the players and mu- 
•icians, and such as then, being fair-time, had met to make merry ; 
and presenting them to the constable, he forthwith marched to Ruth- 
Ian, raised the siege, and delivered the Earl from all hia fears. In 
recompenoe of this service, the Earl granted the constable several free- 
doma and privileges; and, to Dutton, the ruling and ordering all players 
and musicians within the said country, to he enjoyed by his heirs 
for ever.** 

But the history of Alice Lacy is so characteristic of that chivalrous, 
but rude and unchaste age, that we make another quotation, prefac- 
ing it with the remark that Edward IL is said to have deprived tha 
said " St. Thomas" of his wife, and to have given her to a mean knight. 
" The Stoure flows by Canford &c., from whence formerly John Earl 
of Warren forcibly, as it were, ravish'd and took away Alice Lacy, 
the wife of Thomas Earl of Lancaster, with much injury to his repu« 
tation, and no small damage to England, as appears by our Chroni- 
clei.'' 

It is somewhat strange that thia Alice Lacy was first betrothed, 
when but nine years old, to Edmund Crookback, Earl of Lancaster, 
son of Henry III., by Queen Eleanor of Provence, and father of Tho- 
mas, Lord of Denbigh, whom she afterwards married. " For when 
he" (meaning Henry de Lacy) " had lost his sons by untimely deaths," 
observes our author, '* he contracted his only daughter, Alice, when 
but nine years old, to Edmund Earl of Lancaster, on condition, that 
if he should dye without issue of his body, or if they should dy§ 
without heirs of their bodies, his castles, lordships, &c., should 
come in the remainder to Edmund Earl of Lancaster and hia heirs for 
ever. But this Alice, having no children by her husband Thomas, 
(who was beheaded) lost her reputation by her light behaviour, for 
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that sbe, withoat the K/s. consent, married to Eubalo le Strange, 
with whom the had formerly been somewhat too intimate ; for which 
reason the king of ended and seiz'd her estate. Bat Alice, being yerj 
old, and dying without issue, Henry Earl of Lancaster, grandchild to 
Edmund by his second son, had this her large patrimony, by virtue 
of the aforesaid conveyance, &c." This second son of Crookback, 
here mentioned by Camden, was Henry Grismond, (by Matilda of 
Chsnvelt,) father of Blanche Plantagenet, wife of the celebrated John 
of Gaunt, who thus claimed Denbigh. Alice Lacy was also married 
to Sir Hugh Frene, and had clandestine connexions with other para- 
mours. 

"The Norman victor proudly gave 

Oar vales to every pliant slave 
Who wroaght his stem behest. 

De Lacy — ^least oppressive name. 

Inscribed on rolls of dubions fame. 
By Edward's love caress'd—* 

Thine, yon rich Vale extending wide 

From Morvydd's hill to ocean's tide, 
And Denbigh's castled crag 1 

Scarce may the muse forbear to praise 

The chief, who conld such torrets raise 

Whereon to hang his flag." J. VAOonxN Llotd. 
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CHAPTER V. 



DENBIGH UNDER THOMAS PLANTAGENET. 



The page of history lying before us is the record of dark, contentious, 
turbulent, sanguinary times — ^times of domestic commotions and civil 
strife, when we read of little else but feuds, rebellions, conspiracies, 
treasons, assassinations, and executions, with the long catalogue of social 
evils and moral depravities, which national discord always brings in its 
train — times when law signified the will or caprice of tyrannical pow- 
er, and when the meaning of that sacred term liberty was yet unknown. 
Yet the blood-stained page of Anglo-Norman history is not without its 
interest and its moral. If it does not create in us a veneration for 
those noble institutions which has stood the test of ages, it teaches 
us to fix a higher price upon international friendship and domestic 
tranquillity — to set a higher value upon our present civil and religious 
liberty. The wars between Wales and England, countries so closely 
connected by nature itself, which raged, with more or less fury, 
during the long period of eight hundred years, had generated, in the 
minds of both these neighbouring people, a species of belligerent 
mania — an unnatural thirst for blood, and a reckless disregard of inter- 
national compacts, which made them, for a long time after the union 
of the two countries, incapable of maintaining or enjoying peace. In 
those times, men were not only trained in the laudible use of arms, 
for the purposes of national defence, but were accustomed to cruel 
sports and sanguinary pastimes, which created a thirst for blood, and 
fostered that ferocious propensity which enabled them to shed it 
with as much callous indifierence as the tiger manifests in taking the 
life of its prey. The ruling passions were ambition, jealousy, and 
revenge. Even the royal family of England constantly imbrued their 
hands in each otlier^s blood ; and hence, when national valour, thus 
depraved, could not find vent in foreign wars, it broke out in revolu- 
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tidns and sanguinary domestic feuds. Bven when nodiing was to be 
gained by pillage, and when no other '* earthly** cause of affray could 
possibly be raked up, yaliant knights would often make war merely 
for the sake of fighting, just to astonish the world by their prowess 
and " bellipotence." Such men were ever seeking pretexts for disrup- 
tions between themselves and the king, or between one another; 
fanning up revolutions, hankering after plunder, coveting additional 
territory, or dying for military glory ; and when the " bubble repu- 
tation" was not to be found in the cannon's month, their vanity 
sought gratification in small " affairs of honour," or in the captiva- 
tion and ravishment of some unfortunate lady, whose beauty sealed 
her ruin. 

. Tlie popes of Rome, by constantly absolving subjects from their 
allegiance to their rulers, and rulers from their obligations to maintain 
the laws of their states, whenever the interests of the Church were 
thought to be in danger, had taught men how the sanctity of baths 
might be violated with inpunity, so that they were no longer binding 
Upon the conscience, after the priest had once pronounced the 
'* absolution." Thus, what was sworn to-day was abjured to-morrow. 
To-day they paid homage, to-morrow they rebelled. 

Such was the state of society when Edward of Caernarvon, an 
amiable, but a weak prince, came to the throne amid the joy and con- 
gratulations of the whole nation. The most powerful, and opulent, 
if not the most popular of all his subjects was Thomas Plantageuet, 
Lord of Denbigh. Besides the great estates of the De Lacies, which 
he acquired by marriage, including the Lordship of Denbigh, Rhds, 
and Rhufoniog, with the Earldoms of Salisbury and Lincoln, he 
inherited, as the grandson of Henry IIL, the Earldoms of Lancaster, 
Leicester, and Ferrers ; had likewise large estates in Yorkshire and 
Cumberland, together with the Earldom of Artois, in Picardy. Being 
a prince of blood, so near an heir to the crown, (cousin-german to 
the king) and an idol of the people, he became very troublesome and 
dangerous to the throne, and the frivolty and weakness of his royal 
cousin supplied him with a ready pretext for raising a formidable rebel- 
lion. Edward had conceived an almost childish fondness for a young 
Gascon named Piers Gaveston, who, by his agreeable manners, hand- 
someness of person, wit, and accomplishments, had insinuated himself 
so far into his affections, that he had gained a complete ascendency 
over the mind of the young king. Edward L, foreseeing that Gaves- 
ton would be the ruin of his son, had banished him the kingdom, 
and, with his dying breath, cautioned the young prince never to recall 
him. No sooner, however^ was the young king (Edward of Caenuir- 
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too) seated on the throne, than he recalled Oayeston from hb baniib- 
ment, restored him to court, and conferred upon him the Earldom of 
Cornwall, giving him his own niece, Margaret of Gloucester, in mar- 
riage. This gave the barons the most mortal offence ; and Thomas 
Plantagenet of Denbigh, entering into alliance with Roger Clifford 
of Mold, and several other barons in the marches of Wales and Eng- 
land, made preparations for raising a formidable army, over which 
our Lord of Denbigh was appointed general, and commander-in-chief. 

But we should remind the reader that he had, some time before* 
a private cause of quarrel with the king, which enHsted the sjm^M- 
thies of the people in his cause, and enrolled them under his banner* 
Bapin informs us, that *' while the Earl of Lancaster kept at a dis- 
tance f^m court, a certain knight, called Sir Richard St. Martin, a man 
of mean look, and dwarfish stature, presented to the judges a petition, 
claiming the wife of the Earl of Lancaster, heiress of the families of 
Lincoln and Salisbury. He set forth in his petition that he had 
carnally known her, and that she had made him a promise of marri- 
age before she was contracted to the Earl. The Countess, dissatisfied 
with her husband, having, to her eternal shame, confessed the fact, 
was adjudged, with all her estates, to the unworthy claimant. This 
affair, which would have required a long examination, was so quickly 
decided, that it was easy to see the judges were gained before-hand, 
and the king himself had been a promoter of the process. An injury 
of this nature, done to a prince of royal blood, exceedingly beloved by 
the people, raised an extreme indignation against the king. Nothing 
was everywhere heard but murmurings against his government. As 
he had then no favourite to bear the blame, it was all cast upon him- 
self ; and the people said publickly, 'Never was the throne of England 
filled by a prince so unworthy to rule a free nation ;* there were even 
some who took the liberty to upbraid him in his face for his ill con- 
duct. Upon a certain holiday, Edward dined in public in Westminster 
Hall, a woman in a mask came on horseback and delivered him a 
letter. The King, imagining it contained something proper to divert, 
ordered it to be read aloud. But he was very much surprized to hear 
only outrageous reproaches for his cowardice, tyranny, and all the 
grievances introduced in his reign. The woman, being apprehended, 
confessed that she was bribed by a certain knight to play that part ; and 
the knight boldly maintained that, believing the king would read the 
letter in private, he thought it the properest way to let him know the 
complaints of his subjects." — We make the foregoing rather lengthy 
quotation to show one cause of Lord Denbigh's rebellion. 

The confederate barons dispersed themselves into different parts of 
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Wales and England, where they publickly levied troops with all pos- 
sible haste. Edward, who was at York, could not have been ignorant 
of such open preparations for rebellion ; but he gave heed to nothing 
bnt his diversions, and the frivolities of Gaveston, who " filled the 
coart with libertines, buffoons, and parasites," and kept up " eternal 
merriment*' and pleasure, taking all sorts of " familiar liberties*' with 
his royal master, often bedecking himself with the king's jewels, and 
even wearing his crown in jest. Thomas, Earl of Lancaster, marched 
directly to York, hoping to take the king by surprise ; but Edward, 
having notice of his approach, retired to Newcastle, where Lancaster 
immediately followed him, and not finding that town sufiiciently 
secure, his majesty shut himself up in Scarborough. Lancaster 
ordered the earls of Pembroke and Warren to lay siege to Scarbo- 
rough, whilst he himself, with the rest of the forces, marched towards 
the centre of the kingdom. Edward determined to march to War- 
wickshire, expecting " that the people would flock in crowds to his 
standard." Being in greater concern for Qaveston than for himself, 
or his kingdom, he left the favourite in charge of the governor of 
Scarborough, as a most precious trust, and pledge of the confidence 
reposed in his loyalty. But Gaveston was compelled to surrender, 
and was soon after beheaded on Blacklow-hill, near Warwick, in tho 
presence of the Earls of Lancaster, Warwick, and Hereford. Although 
the king was, for a time, inexorable, the royal pardon was at length 
granted to all those barons concerned in the murderous execution of 
Gaveston ; but he still harboured a secret enmity to the Earl of 
Lancaster, and being unable to touch his life, or person, he revenged 
himself upon him by giving his wife, with all her property, to Richard 
St. Martin, as before related. So distrustful were the Earls of Lan- 
caster, Arundel, Hereford, and Warwick, of the king's private feelings 
and secret intentions, that they refused to serve him in his expedition 
against the Scots, although all the rest of the English and Anglo- 
Welsh barons generously took up arms.* 

We should, likewise, mention that Denbigh was summoned to 
furnish two hundred men for this expedition. Every footman to 

* It may not be out of place to mention that a dreadful famine, which lasted for 
three years, then ravaged this country. It is said that prisoners in their dungeons 
devoared each other; that children were hidden by their parents with the greatest 
precantion, to prevent their being stolen and eaten, and that even men found it 
necessary to carry arms and weapons when they went abroad, to prevent their being 
killed and devoured, as many were murdered in secret places, whilst people fed 
greedily upon horses, dogs, cats, and vermin. All brewing was prohibited, and the 
bloody-iinx raged throughout the whole land. In 1319, a great earthquake also 
happened. 

U 
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be provided with bows, arrows, slings, lances, &c., at the charge of 
the town, and their expenses paid till they came to the place of ren- 
dezTOoa ; and their wages for sixty days after, (and no longer) if the 
king required it, at fourpence per day. They were also ordered to be 
at Newcastle-upon-Tyne fifteen days after midsammer.'*' 

In A.D. 1318, Thomas Plantagenet and other barons presented peti- 
tions to the King, embodying a long list of the grievances of the peo- 
ple, and demanded redress ; but as the king felt bat little inclined to 
reform abuses, they resolved to take arms. The pope's legate interfer- 
ing, mediators were appointed, who stipulated that the king should 
take a certain number of barons to his council, and do nothing without 
their advice and consent. But the Earl of Lancaster, distrusting the 
king, was allowed to nominate a baron or knight to personate him. 
However, the king promising him absolute pardon, the two cousins 
meet on a plain near Leicester, as Rapin tells us, and embrace and 
kiss each other in token of perfect reconciliation. 

There followed a momentary political calm, but the barons, in 
their hatred of the king, and jealousy of those around him, procure 
the appointment of a young gentleman, called Hugh Despenser, as 
chamberlain, hoping to make a tool of him, as a spy at court, to carry 
out their covert views ; but he turns out to be even more suspicious 
and odious to them than Gaveston had been a while before. By slow 
degrees, he ingratiates himself into royal favour and affection, pro- 
cures for his father the . earldom of Winchester^ and exercises the 
most pernicious influence over the weak mind of his sovereign. The 
£arl of Lancaster, standing high in the opinion of the people, and 
still disaffected towards the king, notwithstanding the late show of 
reconciliation, '' demonstrates to his friends that their ruin and his 
own would be infallible (inevitable) if menus were not found to 
remove the Spencers from court : that the king, who harboured a 
secret desire of revenge, was, indeed, incapable of managing a design ; 
but everything was to be feared from that prince, assisted by the two 
new ministers of much greater abilities than Gaveston. He added, 
these ministers were no less guilty than the other of divers encroach- 
ments on the privileges of the people, and that all endeavours, hither- 
to used, to reduce the royal authority within due bounds, would be 
fruitless, if the king was suffered to return to his former courses, and 
trample upon the liberties of the subject." 

Lancaster, followed by a vast heterogeneous mob of ''patricians and 

* We are told that a grtxat number of Welih swelled the ranks of an army of one 
hundred thousand men, designed for tbo conquest of Scotland, but totally defeated 
at Dannockbum, A.D. 1314. 
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plebeians/' marched as f ar aa St. Alban's, displaying banners^ &c. 
From thence they dispatched (he bishops of SaHsbary, Hereford, and 
Chichester to the king, to demand the banishment of the Spensers 
for their excessive pride, covetousnesa, and insolence. But, the king 
refusing to comply, they march up to London, and Edward, at the 
instance of his queen, grants their request. The barons make pro* 
clamation in Westminster Hall that the tvro Spensers were banished 
the kingdom for ever. " Whereupon/' says Alexander Jacob, " Hugh, 
the elder, went away, cursing the time that eyer he begot that son. 
But Hugh, the son, not willing to be gone, lurked in divers places, 
sometimes at sea, and sometimes on land." He now turned pirate, 
and once took two *' dromonds,** about Sandwich, laden with mer- 
chandize to the value of i840,000. '* After which, (about IlaUon" 
tide) returning to the king, precepts were, through his instigation, 
sent out to all parts for raising an army/* The barons were not 
idle. Through the influence of Lancaster, eleven thousand men were 
mustered with the utmost expedition and secrecy, with the view of 
surprizing the king and his favourites, before they could prepare for 
reaistance. Rapin says that ** their first exploit was to plunder the 
lands of the Spencers, which was left to the care of Roger Mortimer, 
the Younger, so called to distinguish him from his uncle of the same 
name. He discharged the commission in so violent a manner, and 
with so little regard for the favourites, that he did them, in a few 
days, three ecore thmuand paunde damage.** The two Despensera 
were sent out of the kingdom with great threats ; but were soon 
recalled by the king. 

In order to weaken the power of those rebellious barons, the 
king marched towards Wales, the stronghold of his enemies. He 
seized the castles of seyeral of the confederate barons, and committed 
their persons to prison. But Thomas Plantagenet, Lord of Denbigh, 
summoned all his vassals and retainers, openly declared his allegiance 
with Scotland, and having obtained promise of assistance from that 
country, he marched in that direction. His route, and some inter- 
cepted letters, discovered his intentions to the king, who sent orders 
to Sir Andrew Harda, the governor of Carlisle, to muster what 
forces he could raise immediately, and cut off the passes ; whilst he 
himself pursued the rebels. Lancaster made all possible expedition, 
laying the country behind him waste, in order to harass and retard 
the king in his march. He crossed the Trent, but was compelled to 
halt at Burton Bridge, for the purpose of opposing the passage of 
royal army. Edward attempting another passage, Lancaster at first 
resolved to stand his ground; but, changing hia mind, he ad* 

h2 
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TftQced to Btirrowbridge, where there vas no farther passage, except 
over that bridge which was defended by Ilarcla. lie was compelled 
either to turn round to fight the king, or force the bridge. The Earl 
of Hereford fell in the attack, and the greater part of the rebel army 
took to flight. Harcla took a great number of Lancaster's men pri- 
soners, with the Earl himself, and '< four score and fifteen barons 
and knights/' who were carried to Pontefract Castle. The king hay- 
ing arrived there in a few days, '* St. Thomas*' was tried by 
court- martial, consisting of the two Despensers, and a few other loyal 
lords, and condemned to be drawn, lianged, and quartered; but 
the king was graciously pleased to save him from the infamy of such 
punishment, and order him to be beheaded. Nine other barons 
of his party were executed at York, and Roger Clifford among the 
rest. " Never, since the Norman Conquest," observes our author^ 
" had the scaffolds been drenched with so much English blood as 
on this occasion. These inhuman proceedings were ascribed to the 
Bpencers, who thereby rendered themselves extremely odious to all 
t)ie world, and bred in the> hearts of the nobility a desire of revenge 
which was but too fully glutted in the end." 

" Thus," says Hume, '' perished Thomas, Earl of Lancaster, the 
first prince of the blood, and one of the most potent barons that had 
ever been in England. His public conduct sufficiently discovers the 
violence and turbulency of his character. His private deportment 
appears not to have been more innocent. And his hypocritical devo- 
tion, by which he gained the favour of the monks and the populace, 
will rather be regarded as an aggravation than an alleviation of his 
guilt. Rapin, likewise, observes, — " The character of Thomas, Earl of 
Lancaster, was not less ambiguous than that of the Earl of Leicester, 
in the reign of Henry IIL The king and the Spencers' adherents 
called him a villain and a traitor ; one, who having taken up arms 
against his sovereign, was justly condemned : but the people in gene- 
ral had his memory in great veneration, considering him a real mar- 
tyr for hberty. Immediately after his deatl), his tomb was flocked 
to, where many miracles were pretended to be wrought. The king 
was even obliged strictly to command the Bishop of London to put a 
stop to the superstition of the people of his diocese, who came and said 
their prayers to the Earl's picture, hung up in St. Paul's Church." 
The prior and monks of Pontefract, giving out that such miracles 
were wrought at his tomb, the king ordered that church to be shut up. 

Gaveston nick-named liimcaster " the Stage-player. " Some 
make him to be a man of no military genius, and even affect to sus- 
pect his personal courage. 
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Bat the revenge which had, for a tims, found a fiendiah gratifica- 
tion in the marderooa ezecation of Lancaster, soon gave place to dis- 
qnietude of conscience and bitter remorse, in the naturally kind heart 
of the king. When certain lords petitioned him for the pardon of a 
condemned criminal, he cried, " Is it possible that such a wretch aa 
this should find so many friends to intercede for him, when not one 
would speak in behalf of my cousin of Lancaster, who, if he had liv- 
ed might have been useful both to me, and tlie whole kingdom. " 
Harcla, who had been created Earl of Carlisle, for making Lancaster 
prisoner, was soon afterwards beheaded, and as if with the view of 
expiating the guilt, great efforts were made to canonize I^ancaster as 
a patriot saint. Queen Isabel wrote to the pope, on the last day of 
February, 1326, four years after his death, extolling his virtues, 
and begging his IloUness to canonize him. But the pope seems to 
have had his misgivings as to the sanctity of his character, for hit 
canonization was not completed until 1389, sixty -seven years after his 
execution, and that at the urgent request of Edward III., son of him 
who had taken his life, who also built a chapel over his remains, to 
atone for the sins of his father, and« probably, hoping that the sainted 
soul of our lord of Denbigh might pray the more effectuaUy for 
the release of his father's from purgatorial torment. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



DENBIGH UNDER HUGH DESPENSER. 



Upon the execution of Thomas Plantagenet, Edward II. gave 
Denbigh to hia favourite Hugh Despenser. There were* aa we have 
seen, two Despenaera, the father and son, both of the same Chris- 
tian name. The yctunger he created lord of Denbigh and Rh68. 
Camden, in speaking of Dunnington, in Leicestershire, says, ** The 
hereditaments of Thomas Earl of Lancaster, and Alice Lacy, his wife, 
were seiz*d into the king's hands, and alienated in divers aorta. The 
king forced her to release this manor to Hugh le Spencer the younr 
ger.^* The Despensers were not only concerned in the igno- 
minious death of Thomas Plantagenet, but were accused of having 
exercised great cruelty after the battle of Burrowbridge. 

The wealth of the Despensers was immense. Yet they were 
insatiable, and very oppressive to the burgesses of Denbigh. ** They 
abridged^* observes Pennant, **the inhabitants of the privileges 
granted to them by De Lacy." 

Hugh le .Spenser was Constable of Denbigh and Chamberlain of 
North Wales. 

In the thirteenth year of his reign, Edward (of Caernarvon) 
matches Eleanor, the eldest sister of Gilbert Earl of Gloucester, who 
fell at Bannockbum, with his favourite Hugh Despenser the younger, 
as he had before kindly given her sister to Piers Gaveston, to the 
great displeasure of the barons of England. 

Thus Despenser came in for a goodly portion of the late EarFs es- 
tates, and became lord marcher by matrimonial right. Yet he longed 
greatly to add to his already extensive possessions. "William, Lord 
Braose," says the Archseologia Cambrensis, "had sold a part of 
Gower" (in South Wales) to Le Despenser, the younger, to the great 
dissatisfaction of the Earl of Hereford, and the Mortimers, and Lord 
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Mowbray, who had married Braose^s daughter and heir ; upon this, 
the Lords Mowbray, Clifford, and others, in 1321, rose in arms 
against the king and Le Despencer, taking ** Kierdie, Cardiff; Kir- 
sillie, Caerphily ; Uanlrissanep Taloan, Llanlieihien, Kenfgia, 
Neath, Drusselan, and Dinevor, from lie Despenser, and altogether 
did i6 10,000 worth of damage.*' It appears that William de Breos 
was a great rogue ; and Despenser very little better. De Breos 
sold the same lordship of Gower to three different parties, and took 
the purchase money from each. ''Nor were the three claimants all; a 
fourth appeared, in the person of John de Mowbray, husband of 
Aliva, eldest daughter of William de Breos ; and it came out that 
before these pretended sales, he had by a special deed entailed Gower, 
first, on his daughter Aliva and her issue, with the remainder to his 
second daughter Jane, married to James de Bohun, &c. John de 
Mowbray entered on the lands of Gower as rightful claimant without 
the king's license, which by the customs and usages of the Marches 
was not required. Hugh Le Despenser had the king's license, there- 
fore treating John de Mowbray's claim as forfeited by the omission, 
he dispossessed him, and seized Gower for himself." — Welsh Sketches, 
" About this time, Le Despencer took ailvautagc of Mortimer's attain- 
der, to seize upon the castle of Caerphilly, which appears to have been 
held by the Mortimers, &c. Despenser governed Caerphilly for the 
14th Edward IL He rendered it up to the king, &c." — Arch. Camb, 

" The protesting, dissentient lords marchers, led by the Earl of 
Hereford, and the two Mortimers, who had paid for Gower, and were 
cheated out of their money, secbnded by the arrray of the De Mow- 
bray, and De Bohun families, " committed terrible devastation" (as 
particularised above) " on Le Spenser's property, &c., killing and 
imprisoning bis servants, burning, defacing, and destroying his 
. castles, and carrying off the effects found therein to a yery great 
value. This Lynch law did not answer in the end. The barons, who 
had justice on their side, had they not taken the law into their own 
hands, were overcome by a superior force ; and a grant of the lands 
of the Earl of Hereford, of the Mortimers, and of the others attain- 
ted for their share in the rebellion, to Hugh le Despenser, compensa- 
ted the favourite for his losses, injuries, and insults. The two 
Mortimers were sent to the Tower, &c. They do not appear to have 
been subjected to a long imprisonment, as they were in arms against 
the royal authority in 1322, confederate with the Earl of Lancaster." 
This was Thomas Plantagenet of Denbigh. From these facts we may 
infer that Denbigh was given to Le Despenser to compensate his los- 
ses in South Wales. 
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** In 1323, Roger Mortimer, lord of WLgaiore, effected his escape 
from prison, and never slacked in his course till he had avenged him- 
self on Hugh le Despenser, involving his royal master, &c., in the 
common ruin.'* 

Thus this lord of Denbigh, not only made his royal benefactor 
odious to his barons, involving the kingdom in civil war, but set the 
king and his queen in arms against each other, and was instrumental, 
though unintentionally, in bringing about the dethronement and 
final murder of his sovereign. 

In all contentions,*' writes Speed, citing Thomas Walsinghsm, 

which happened between the king and his lords. Queen Isabel had 
ever, hitherto, (1321) been a maker of peace, doing therein worthy 
offices." " If the evil influence of Piers Gaveston made her sick at 
heart, that of Hugh le Despenser was more insulting and injurious. 
Her state and household were cut down, the income of herself and her 
officers kept in arrears, by which she was driven to vexations and 
mortifying straits, while the Despensers lived in regal pomp and 
splendour, wanting for nothing. She complained to her brother, 
" that the daughter of the king of France was married to a giipplc 
miser, that being promised to be a queen, she was become no better 
than a waiting woman, living upon a pension from the Spensers.** 

Two in8un*ections broke out in Wales, one in South Wales, headed 
by Llewelyn Breu ; and another in North Wales, under Sir Griffith 
Lloyd. 

It is alleged against Despenser, in the charges laid before the 
Parliament of White Band^, on the 15th July, 1321, that, "when 
Llewelyn Bren, who had raised a rebellion against the king, had 
yielded himself to the Earl of Hereford and the Lord Wigmore, who 
had brought him to the king, upon promise that he should have the 
king's pardon ; notwithstanding this wise and generous lenity, when 
the said Earl and Lord Mortimer were out of the land, the Despen* 
sers, taking to themselves royal power, took the said Llewelyn, and 
led him to Cardiff, where, after that the said Hugh Spenser, the son, 
had his purpariie of the said Earl of Gloucester's lands, he caused 
the said Llewelyn to be drawn, beheaded, and quartered, to the dia« 
credit of the king, and the said Earl of Hereford and Lord Mortimer ; 
yea, and contrary to the laws and dignity of the imperial crowne." 
— FloUinshed. 

"This occurred two or three years before the execution of the 
sheriff. Sir William Fleming, who had held Llantrisant Castle 
against Llewelyn Bren, and next, opposing the Despensers, became 
himself an unpitied victim of their revenge. This breach of faith 
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^as Tinted twice with farther condign punishment on the prime 
moTers : first, when the Despensers were, at the parliament of 1321, 
disinherited and hanished ; and again, (after they had recovered, in 
the strange yicissitudes of the times, their plundered castles and rifled 
honours,) in the execution, within one month, of the two Sir Hughs." 

"In 1326, 20 Edward II., the queen and Mortimer, (her para- 
mour,) and chancellor Baldock, having taken up arms, the king, 
attended by the Despensers, fled from London, to which he never 
returned." They now came to Wales. They left Westminster on the 
2nd of October, and, on the 10th, with a few followers, (but pursued 
by the queen and a large party,) they rested at Gloucester, whence 
the elder Despenser, then ninety years old, was dispatched to defend 
Bristol Castle. From Gloucester, accompanied by the younger Des- 
penser and Baldock, the king reached Tintem, where he rested two 
days, (the 14th and 15th) and then stayed until the 21st, at Striguil. 
On the 27th and 28th, he was at Cardiff, whence, probably thinking 
himself unsafe, he removed to Caerphilly, where he issued writs to 
Khese ap Griffith and others, giving them power to raise troops; 
Leaving Despenser, the grandson, in that castle, he proceeded to 
Neath. The " grandson" was, at first, excluded from the pardon con- 
ceded to the rest of the garrison, but he afterwards had it " specially'' 
granted him. 

Froissart says that the king and Despenser, jun., held the castle 
(Caerphilly), and Despenser, sen., and the Earl of Arundel, the town 
of Bristol, against the queen's forces ; and that the two latter were 
executed under the walls of the castle, within sight of the king, and 
all within it. He also relates that the king and Despenser, jun., were 
taken on the seas, while escaping from Bristol, and brought back 
thither. But HoUinshed says, " A9 1326. The king, in this mean 
time, kept not in one place, but shifting hither and thither, remained 
in great care . The king, with the Earl, of Gloucester" (Despenser of 
Denbigh) and the Lord Chancellor, taking the sea, meant to have 
gone either to the Isle of Lundaie, or else into Ireland ; but, being tos- 
sed by contraric winds for the space of a week together, at length he 
landed in Glamorganshire, and got him to the abbcie and castel of 
Neith, there secretly remaining upon trust of the Welshmen's pro- 
mises. Ilugoline Spencer, the sonne of the Earl of Gloucester, 
defended the castel of Kersillie against the power of the queen and of 
her sonne till Easter following ; and then, compounding for the safety 
of his own life, and all theirs' within that castel, and likewise for the 
inioying of their goodes, he yielded it into the hands of the men of 
warre that held siege before it, in the queen's name and her sonne," 
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The queen remained iboat a month's apace at Hereford, and in the 
mean while aent the Lord Henry, Earl of Leicester, and William 
la Zouch, and one Bice ap Howell, that was lately delivered out of 
the Tower, where he was prisoner, into Walea, to see if they might 
find means to apprehend the king, ftc. ; and so, on the day of St. 
Edmund the Archbishop, being the 16th of NoYcmber, they took him 
in the monasterie of Neith, &c., together with Hugh Spencer the 
Sonne, called the Eacl of Gloucester," (Lord Denbigh) " the Lord 
Chancellor, Robert de Baldocke, and Simon de Beading; the king's 
marshall, not caring for the other king's servants, whom they suffered 
to escape. They were taken on Sunday." " Baldock, being an 
ecclesiastic, was confined to Newgate, where he died within the 
year ; and Despencer," (of Denbigh) ** being hanged at Hereford, as 
his father had been at Bristol,* his honours became extinct, and his 
estates reverted to the crown. He left, however, his widow, Eleanor, 
who stood in the relationship of cousin to the king." The reader ia 
folly acquainted with the tragical fiite of the king himself. 

From another writer we have a somewhat different account of the 
fate of our Lord of Denbigh : — 

" Driven, with hia royal master, to take refuge in Glamorgan, Sir 
Hugh, the son, after the execution of his aged father at Bristol, found 
no safe ayslum in S. W. The doom of Llewelyn (Bren) haunted 
him. He was tracked to Neath, intercepted by W. de Montacute, 
(son of Llewelyn's apponent of the same name,) by Henry of Lancas- 
ter, whom he had irreparably offended by the cruelties following on 
the battle of Burrowbridge, and the execution of Thomas, his brother, 
and by Sir Wm. de Zouch, who, notwithstanding, soon after married 
his widow, Eleanor de Clare. As if to fill up the measure of even- 
handed retribution. Sir Hugh was hung at Hereford, with the appro- 
priate -words of the 52nd Psalm — * Why boastest thou thyself, thou 
tyrant, that thou canst do mischief?' embroidered on his surc6at."f 

Queen Isabel, upon her landing in England, had offered i62,000 
for the head of Hugh Despenser, jun. 

* " Tlie dder Spanoer/' aayt Hame, '' wti left govenior of the cagtle of Briatol ; 
but the gsrriflon mutinied against him, and he was deliTered into the hands of his 
enemies. This Tenerahle noble, who had nearly reached the ninetieth year of his 
age, was instantly, witliont a trial, or witness, or accusation, or answer, con- 
demned to death by the rebelliotts barons. He was hanged on a gibbet, his body 
waa cut in pieces, and thrown to the dogs; his head was sent to Winchester, the 
place whose title his bore, and was there set on a pole, and exposed to the insults 
of the populace." 

f It is said, by some, that this Hugh, (Despenser) in his passage to Hereford, 
was bound on a hone, with a tabard over him, such as traitors and thieres used to 
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From the petitioii of Thomasy Lord Glamorgan, for the reTocation 
of his great-grandfather^a banishment and alienation, we hare the 
following rather patriarchal inventory of the estates and effects of 
Hugh Despenser at that time: — ''fifty-nine lordships, twenty-eight 
thousand sheep, one thousand oxen and steers, one thousand two 
hundred kine w ith their calyes, fiye hundred and sixty draught-horses, 
two thousand hogs, three thousand bullocks, forty tuns of wine, six 
hundred bacons, four-score carcasses of Martinmas beef, six hundred 
muttons in larder, ten tuns of cyder ; armour, plate, and jewels ; and 
ready money better than ten Uiousand pounds, thirty-six sacks of 
wool, and a library of books.'* But it was afterwards that he amas- 
sed the greater portion of his immense wealth. 

Among the estates, baronies, and manors, yirtuslly confiscated on 
Lancaster's execution, but granted for a time to his widow, Alice Lacy, 

wear; and in that mftnner carried in loom after the queen's troops, through all 
the towns, with tramps and canalrs, till thej came thither, where the queen then 
kept the feast of All Saints with mnch royalty; great mnUitades of people flock- 
ing to see him, and making sooh a horrid noise, by shouting, and opprobriovs 
exdamations, ^bak the like was never heard. Others say, that the more to disgrace 
him, they pot on his snrcoat of arms rorersed, and a crown of nettles upon his 
head, and written upon his restment the first seven Tsrses of the 52nd Fsalm in 
Latin— Qirfd phrarii in maiiiia. With the following distich t— 

" F^mh cum liffni9f a ie mher tmii et ignU, 
Hugo ncurU, equu», abMiulii amne deeus.'* 

Befaig broDght before William Tmssel, speaker of the House of Commons, he was 
•oeused of returning from exile after he had been banished the kingdom as a traitor, 
of committing certain acts of piracy, of adytsing the king to make war with hisown 
barons and people, and by the aid of Andrew Harkley, of baring caused the murder 
of the good Earl of Hereford, and of baring put Thomas, Bari of Lancaster, and 
Lord of Denbigh, the king's own kinsman, and divers other great and good men to 
shameAil and cruel deaths ; of causing the defeat of the English army at Streivelin, 
by fiiTOuring the king of Soots; of setting the king and queen at Tarianee; of 
driving the queen out of England, and then, by bribes, causing her to be sent out of 
Frsnoe, by influencing the pope to command her to quit that realm ; and of setting 
the king and queen In arms sgainst each other. Judgment was pronounced upon 
him, that he should be drawn upon a hurdle, with drums and trumpets, through 
all tiie dty of pereford to the market-place^ and be there tied to a hi|^ ladder, so 
that every man might see him, and a great fire made, and certain of his members 
to be cut off and burnt before his lace, because he was a heretic ; then his heart 
to be taken out of his body and cast into the fire, because he was a &lse traitor of 
heart Accordingly, he was hanged upon a gallows Jfftyfeft Mffh, on the Eve of 
St. Andimr's, A. D. 1326, and his head, afterwards, paraded tlmragh the streets of 
London. The dtisens broke Into the Tower, and took John Marshall, his servant, 
and "without more ado," as Rapin says, '* cut off bis head and plundered all 
his goods." 

I 2 
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ve find "m Caaiell, Towne, and Manour of Denbighe ; y* cantrcdes 
of Uooi or.il Rouftiock, Rh66 and Rhufoniog, &c,,* late Thomas, Earle 
of Lnacnc^icr B, by right of Alice his wyfe." 

'' Auil Hi^t content with these, by force and power, he extorted 
from otlicrh what he pleased. Seizing by violence upon Elizabeth 
Coxnyn, a great heir, and wife of Richard Talbot, , in her house of 
Keninion^ in Surrey, and keeping her in prison, with hard usage, 
for a whole twelve month ; and tlicn, by threats, causing her to pass 
away unto him the manor of Painswick, in com. Gloc, and the castle 
and manor of Castle Goderich, in tlie marches of Wales." Thus he 
aroused the indignation of the whole kingdom, and especially the en- 
vy of the nobility, who did not consider their lives or property secure. 
One by one, the great barons were attainted, their patrimonial man- 
ors first forfeited to the crown, and then granted to Hugh Despenser, 
his wife Eleanor, and their heirs. 

How clearly does the history of this mighty worldling prove that 
no wealth, honour, or power can satisfy the covetousness and ambi- 
tion of the human heart. 

Evans, in his North and South TFales says, that Hugh Despenser 
fixed his arms over the Castle gate at Denbigh. 

Elizabeth, widow of Edward, Lord le Despenser, had, it appears, a 
grant of much of their Welsh territories. She lived thirty-four years 
after her husband, and died in 1409. 

Among the nobles preseot at tlic coronation of the new monarch, 
Knyghton mentions Hugh le Despencer (the grandson) as a distin- 
guished soldier. Delivering up to the king those castles which he 
had ft-om his father, '' he had," as our author further observes, '' in re- 
turne granted unto him, safctie of life and limbe." In the 15th of 
Edward III., he was ordered to raise 350 men for a Welsh army, and 
in the 20th year of the same reign 300 more Welshmen. 

In 1329, a writ was issued to Roger Mortimer, Justiciary of Wales, 
to arrest William la Zouch de Mortimer, for refusing (among other 
charges) to appear in person, and bring with him Eleanor le Despen- 
ser, the king's cousin, residing in her country (Wales), and ordering 
John de Gynes to attack him, and bring both to the kine. William 
le Zouch and the Countess Eleanor le Despenser were soon after- 
wards manied. 

13th July, 1 1 Edward III., 1337, the king orders Henry, Earl of 

* Edwanl T., in Iho tenth year of his reign, A.n. 1282, by liis charter, dated at 
" Dynbty,** Oct4iber 23rd., had given tho cuntrul of " Deffren Cloyi,** with all 
thu kndtt of *' WentMian de LoMcy'* in tho cantrod of Knj^leficld, to Iteginald 
Grey of Ruthin. 
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Derby, to array and arm all able-bodied men, &c., and to ^mt iliem 
under the command of Hugh le Despenser and Gilbert Talbot. 

Gonstantia, Lady le Despenser, daughter of Edmund Plantagcnet, 
and sister to the Duke of York, widow of Thomas le Dcspenser, who 
was beheaded by Henry IV., had the custody of some Welsh castle, 
but was imprisoned for an attempt to rescue the young Earl of March 
and his brother from the power of Henry. 

We cannot, in a work of this description, notice all those great 
characters in English history who descended from this ancient 
stock, but we may here mention that Thomas Despenser, Earl of 
Gloucester and Lord Glamorgan, great-grandson of Hugh Despenser, 
jun., was (I Henry IV.) degraded, together with Thomas Holland, Earl 
of Kent, John Holland, Earl of Huntingdon, and John Montague, 
Earl of Salisbury, for designing the surprisal of the king.* 

But the most eminent descendant of the Despensers was the great 
Doke of Marlborough, who distinguished himself so much during the 
war in Flanders, in the reign of Queen Anne. 

We are also told that they took their family surname from Turstan 
le Despenser, *' who," says Camden, " held land by scrjeantry of the 
king's dispensary, i.e. to be the king's steward.^* 

*' King James, in his first parliament," says Camden, ** restored, 
gave, and granted the name, eiile, title, honour, and dignity of 
Baronesse le Spencer to Mary Fane ; and that her heirs successively 
be Barons le Spencer for ever." 

Among the records of Caerphilly, we find the following notices, 
which bring down the history of this noble family a century lower, 
and trace their lineage up to the Conqueror. Robert Fitz-Hamon, 
nephew to the Conqueror, created Earl of Gloucester, married Sibil, 
or Isabel, daughter of Robert Belesme, Earl of Shrewsbury. Fitz- 
Hamon died in 1107. They left issue, four daughters. Mabel, the 
eldest, married Robert Consul, a natural son of Henry I., by Nesta, 
daughter of Rhys ap Tudor, or Tewdwr. Their issue was William, 
Earl of Gloucester, who married Hawise of Leicester : issue — Robert, 
Mabel, Amicia, and Isabella. Isabella was first married to king 
John, who divorced her, but gave her back the honour of Gloucester, 
keeping Bristol Castle. She was afterwards married to Gcolfry Mag- 
naville, and, lastly, to Hubert de Bargh, Chief justice of England ; 
but, dying childless, her estates and titles passed to her sister, the 

* It may be worthy of obserration that tho Hollands of these parts have a family 
tradition that they are descended from a Lord Holland, who, having committed 
high treason, fled to Wales, and, when an exile lurking in tho Snowdonian wildai, 
married a Welsh peasant girl — ^the daughter of a pedlar. 
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Lady Mabel of Gloucester, who was married to Earl Evreaux of Nor- 
mandy, ancestor of Margaret, Countess of Salisbury, and the wife of 
Henry de Lacy of Denbigh. Mabel's only son dying without issue, 
left his patrimony to his aunt Amicia, who married Richard de Choe, 
by whom she had issue Gilbert, Earl of Gloucester, who married 
Isabella, daughter of the Earl of Pembroke. He died, A.D. 1229, 
leaving his son Richard heir, who married Matilda, daughter of John 
de Lacy, Earl of Lincoln, by whom he had Gilbert, Earl of Glouces- 
ter, surnamed Rufus, who was married to Joan of Acre, daughter of 
Edward I. Their son was Gilbert de Clare, who was slain at Bannock- 
bum, and brother to Eleanor who married Hugh le Despenser, Earl 
of Gloucester, Lord of Denbigh, and Chamberlain of Edward IL 
son of Hugh le Despenser, Earl of Winchester. (Hanged and quar- 
tered 1326.) He had issue Hugh le Despenser, who broke into 
the Scheldt at the battle of Slwys, and died in 1349. He was mar- 
ried to Elizabeth, daughter of the Earl of Salisbury, whose relative 
William Montacute, was afterwards lord of Denbigh, and king of 
Man. The widow of Hugh Despenser, junior, was, with her family, 
imprisoned in the Tower, until the 25th of February following the 
Ignominious death of her lord. Edward le Despenser, her son, died 
in the 16th year of Edward IIL This son was Edward, Lord of 
Glamorgan, father of Thomas le Despenser, who, in 13979 obtained 
the reversal of his great-grandfSather's attainder, and was made Earl 
of Gloucester, and that of his great-great-grandfather, giving him 
also a title to Denbigh ; but was himself attainted and beheaded by 
Henry IV., in the first year of his reign, so that he enjoyed it only 
four years. His wife was Constance, daughter of Edward Duko 
of York, by whom he had three children, leaving his daughter Isa- 
bella heiress. She had two husbands, each called Richard Beauchamp ; 
the former being Lord of Abergavenny and Worcester, and the second 
Earl of Warwick. They were first cousins. By the second husband, 
she had, 1st., Henry Beauchamp, Lord le Spenser, and Duke of War- 
wick, who married CiUcia Neville, the Daughter of Richard, Earl of 
Salisbury ; 2, Anne, who married Richard Neville (the younger) Earl 
of Salisbury and Warwick, commonly called the ** King-maker.*' She 
had three daughters — 1, Isabel, or Elizabeth, who married George^ 
Duke of Clarence ; 2, Mary ; 3, Anne, who married, first, Edward 
Prince of Wales, and afterwards Richard III. 

In A.D. 1325, the year before Despenser's death, Denbigh sent 
one man at arms, and sixty foot, to recruit the English army in 
Aquitaine. 
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CHAPTER VH. 



DENBIGH UNDER ROGER MORTIMER. 



After the death of Hagh Despeneer, the lordship of Denhigli was 
given by Edward IIL^ in the iirst year of his reign^ to Eoger Morti- 
mer, Earl of March, with divers other lordships in the Marches, in 
performance of the king's promise, while in France with his mother, 
for a provision of i6 1,000, and lands to a reasonable extent, to the said 
Roger, as soon as by God's grace, he shoidd come to the possession 
of the crown of England ; — Newcome, 

**The Mortimers" say Camden, "descended from the niece of 
Gonora, wife of Richard I. Duke of Normandy ; were of the first Nor- 
mans, who having overcome Edric Sylvaticus (Weald or Wild) 
gained a considerable portion of this small territory," — Owrtheymion 
in Radnor* And having continued for a long time the leading men 
of the country, at length Roger Mortimer, Lord of Wigmore was creat- 
ed Earl of March by Edward III., about 1328, who soon after was 
sentenced to death, having been accused of insolence to the state, of 
favouring the Scots to the prejudice to England, of conversing over- 
familiarly with the king's mother, and contriving the death of his 
father, King Edward II. He had by his wife Jane Jenevil (who 
brought him large revenues as well in Ireland as England) a son call- 
ed Edmund, who suffered for his father's crimes, and was deprived 
both of his inheritance and the title of earl. But his son Roger was 
received into favour, and had not only the title of Earl of March 
restored, but was also created Knight of the Garter, at the first insti- 
tution of that noble order. This Roger married Phillippa Montague, 
by whom he had Edmund, Earl of March, who married Phillippa the 
only daughter of Lionel Duke of Clarence, the third son of King 
Edward III., whereby he obtained the Earldom of Ulster in Ireland, 
and the Lordship of Clare. After his decease, in Ireland, where he 



66 ANCIENT AND MODERN DENBIGH. 

bad governed with general applause, his son Roger succeeded, being 
both Earl of March and Ulster ; whom King Richard designed to be 
his successor to the crown, as being, in the right of his mother, the 
next heir ; but he dying before King Richard, left issue Edmund 
and Anne. King Henry IV. (who had usurped the government,^ sus- 
pecting Edward's interest and title to the crown, exposed him to many 
hazards ; insomuch that he was taken by the rebel Owen Glyndwr. 
He died of grief and discontent, leaving liis sister Anne to inherit. 
She was married to Richard Plantagenet, Earl of Cambridge, whose 
posterity, in her right, became afterwards Earls of March, and laid 
claim to the crown, which in the end they obtained ; and Edward the 
Fourth's eldest son, who was Prince of Wales, Duke of Cornwell, &c., 
had also conferred upon him, as an additional honour, the title of 
Earl of March." 

In 1201, the Welsh, ''for their hatred of Roger Mortimer,'* levelled 
Gwrtheymion Castle with the ground. 

The Qurneys of Wiltshire, anciently sumamed Gornay, or de Gor* 
naico, descended from the same stock as the Mortimers. King John 
gave the lane];} of Hugh dc Gorney, a traitor, to John Mareschal, 
nephew to William, Earl of Pembroke. 

The Mortimers once possessed Ludlow Castle. Burford, on the 
Teme, belonged to Robert de Mortimer, for which he was bound to 
find five men for tlie army of Wales. 

Hugh de Mortimer built the Castle of Cleobury Mortimer, which 
Henry II. demolished, '' finding it," as Camden says, '* a nursery of 
rebellion." Roger Mortimer revolted in the time of Henry II. 

Camden, citing the Doomsday-Book, speaks of Wigmore as built 
*' in the wast of ground, which was called Marestun, in the tenure of 
Randulph de Mortimer, from whom those Mortimers, who were after- 
wards Earls of March, descended." 

It appears that a great portion of the inheritance of William de 
Breos, whom Llewelyn the Great hanged for having criminal conver- 
sation with his princess, Joan Lackland, descended to the Mortimers, 
as will be seen by the account of the feudal war in the former 
chapter. 

A nephew of Alan de la Zouch, once Farmer General of Denbigh, 
&c., bestowed Ashby de la Zouch upon his cousin, Sir Roger Morti- 
mer. Roger Mortimer procured the execution of Edmund of Wood- 
stock, Earl of Kent, the late King's brother, on a charge of high 
treason. " His crime was," says Camden, '' that he openly profess'd 
his affection for his depos'd brother, and after he was murther'd 
(knowing nothing of it) endeavoured to rescue him from out of prison. 
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persuaded thereto by such us covertly practised his destruction ; but 
his two sons, Edmund and John, were restored by parlinment to blood 
aiid land shortly after. And, withal, it was enacted that no peer of 
the realm, or other that procured the death of the said Earl, should 
be impeach' d, therefore, than (but 7) " Mortimer Earl of March, Sir 
Simon Bercsford, John Maltravers, Baines, and John DeTerril.*' 

In 1 196, Roger Mortimer came to Jfne/sVitycKt^ and dispossessed the 
sons of Cadwallon, the founder (of Cwmhir Abbey in Radnor) '' of a 
considerable part of the district." lie gave, however, certain lands to 
that house, which were confirmed to them by a deed of King John, A.D. 
1214. But Roger Mortimer, who had, by conquest, become posses- 
sor of the greater part of the district, by his interference, rendered a 
residence at the abbey so unpleasant to some of the monks that they 
removed and settled at Cymmer. 

About the year 1240, the abbot and monks of Cwmhir released to 
Sir Ralph Mortimer all their right and claim to the lands of Karwy- 
ton and Brynygroes. 

** At the coronation of Queen Eleanor, consort of Henry III., 
those marquisses, or lords marchers of Wales, vis., John Fitz-Alan, 
Waiter de ClifTord, and Ralph de Mortimer, did claim, in their right, 
to provide silver spears, and bring them to support tlic square canopy 
of purple silk at the coronations of the kings and queens of England." 

On the death of David ap Llewelyn, Ralph de Mortimer, Lord of 
Wigmore, was one of the three claimants for the sovereignty of Wales, 
in right of his lady, Gwladus or Clauda, daughter of Llewelyn the 
Great.* He attempted in vain to release his brother-in-law. Prince 
Griffith Goch, from prison. 

* Moet Welsh historians tell ns that the Wekh nobitity, fearing the yoke of 
her Anglo-Norman hnsband, nominated and elected Llewelyn and Owen, sons of 
Griffith Groch, as successors to the Welsh throne. A note in an old Latin manu- 
script, quoted by Mr. Yaughan in his Britith Antiqmtitt, not only proves the 
Welsh extraction of Mortimer, Lord of Denbigh, but throws light upon the con- 
nexion of Henry de Lacy with this locality, and clears up the mystery respecting 
Gwenllian Lacy, who has been mentioned in a former chapter, as holding " three 
townes in Denbigfaland" for the term of her life. We have said there that Henry 
de Lacy seemed to have eome in as her heir-at-law :— " Lewettnui OervatH flhti 
prineeps WaUuB,primo detpotuairii TangwystJUiam Lhowareh KycAan, de qua gt» 
nuit Gf^ffUh 9( Owlades DhM putndam uaeorem Radtdphi Moriuomari, post mori' 
em dieim Tangwysi idem Lewelinue detponsmit JoannamJUiam Johanms Regie 
Anglim, de qua genuit David principem Sf GwenlUant uxorem Jo. Lade ewmiie 
Lmeolnia, Sfc. Hence we now understand that Gwenllian Lacy was a daughter of 
Llewelyn the Great, and grand-daughter of John> King of England, and wife of 
John Lacy, Earl of Lincoln, grandfather of Henry de Lacy, Lord of Denbigh. More 
need not be said to show how De Lacy got legal possession of this fortress. 
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Prince Llewelyu ap Qriffitli took two culles belonging to his coasin 
Roger Mortimer, in A.D. 1263,becau8e tlie latter Mded with Henry II I. « 
who was then at war with Llewelyn.* But to the credit of Mortimer^s 
memory, it should be mentioned that he exerted himself, with the re- 
gard and affection becoming a kinsman, to have Llewelyn's remains 
buried in consecrated ground, alleging that although his cousin, the 
Prince, was under excommunication, he had died in the faith, insomuch 
thaty when lying mortally wounded, he had, with his dying breath, 
earnestly begged to have the sacrament administered to him ; which 
was done by a monk who was in the wood, there being no regular 
clergyman at hand. Whether such was the fact, or an ingenious 
device, we cannot say. We are, however, told that Mortimer and his 
men had surrounded the wood at the time. 

According to Walsingham, Edmund Mortimer was one of those 
who assassinated Prince Llewelyn, and sent hb head to the king. 

Ralph de Monthermer, or Mortimer, married (as the second hus- 
band) Joan of Acre, daughter of Edward I., as Peter Langtoft says, 
**0f Gioucestre stoute and gaye, Sir Rauf the Mothermere, and his 
wif, Dame Jone, whilom Gilberde*8 of Clare." It is said that such 
was his love for her, before he won her hand, that he endured great 
sufferings for a long time. 

Boger Mortimer, third son of Roger Mortimer, son of Ralph Mor- 
timer, Lord of Wigmore, being appointed, by Edward I., guardian 
to Llewelyn, son of Griffith ap Madoc, Lord of Dinas BrAn, procured 
th« death of the minor by drowning him ''below Llansantfraid 
bridge, for the sake of his patrimonial estates, which included the 
lordships of Chirk and Nanneudwy, and afterwards obtained a 
* patent' from the king securing to himself tlxe possession of those 
manors. He built Chirk Castle, and married Lucia, the daughter 
and heir of Sir Robert de Wafre, knight, by whom he had issue 
Roger Mortimer, who married Joan Turberville, by whom he had 
John Mortimer, Lord of Chirk." "This John," says Wynne, "sold 
the Lordship of Chirk to Richard Fitzalan, Earl of Arundel." Sir 
Thomas Myddleton, Lord Mayor of London, and Alderman of Den- 
bigh, l>ought Chirk Castle of Lord St. John, in 1595. 

Earl Mortimer gave a grand tournament at Kenilworth to celebrate 
the Conquest of Wales. The ladies danced in " silken mantles." 

When Llewelyn Bren raised a rebellion, " Sir Roger Mortimer of 

* Roger Mortimer was, we are told, appointed cnptain of the king*! army, and 
of the fortiAcations, " In the parts of Shrewsbury," so that he might annoy Llewdyn 
as much as he could. 
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Chirk, (the uncle,) ** was appointed to receive the ransoms and fines 
from those who returned to their allegiance. 

Hnghy fourth Baron Mortimer, was oflSicially connected with Wales 
in 1295. 

Roger Mortimer was Justiciary of Wales in 1325| as appears from 
the Patent Roll of Edward II. Pro. Ahhate de Bardteye, in North-' 
waUa, The king to all whom, &c., greeting, " Know ye tliat lately, 
at the suit of our beloYed in Christ, the Abbot of Bardsey, in North 
Wales, representing that our Sheriff of Carnanron had unjustly ex- 
acted and wilfully distrained upon him the sum of sixty-eight shillings 
and sixpence, contrary to the form of his feoffment, we command our 
beloYed and faithful Roger de Mortimer, then our Justice of Wales, to 
enquire as well into our right as into the exaction aforesaid, &c. And 
the said Roger, in obedience to that precept returned, from the inform- 
ation given, that the Abbot held his lands and tenements, &c, in pure and 
perpetual alms, all the time of the princes of Wales, until David ap 
GrifSith, ftc., extorted from the said Abbot the said annual sum of 
688. 6d. to the use of the said David, for his own procuration, and the 
making provision for his huntsmen and dogs, &c.* 
May 18th, 1325. By the Kmg himself." 

Owen Glyndwr, with whom the people of Denbigh sided, carried 
fire and sword through the lands of his opponents. None suffered so 
severely as the vassals and tenants of Edward Mortimer, Earl of 
March (Lord Denbigh,) ** a child of ten years of age, who, with his bro- 
ther Roger, was in custody of the king'' (Henry IV.,) "at the time." 
Henry was conscious of the just title of this child : being descended 
from Lionel Duke of Clarence, third son of Edward III., his title had 
even been acknowledged in parliament. This increased the king's 
apprehensions, and made him consider the misfortunes of the house 
of Mortimer the strengthening of his own throne. Sir Edward Mor- 
timer, unde of the youth, collected a large body of his nephew's ten- 
ants and retainers, and marched with them against the invaders. A 
bloody action ensued, &c. Some writers assert that the archers of 
Mortimer's army bent their bows against their ovvn party. Another 
says that March's Welsh tenants took to flight at the first onset. 
Victory was declared in favour of Glyndwr, &c., and more than 1000 
Enghshmen were slain. Edward Mortimer was made prisoner. 

* 'Why Mnoe Dsrid did thii is not known. The laws of Wales authorised the 
Prince's penejfnydd, or chief master of the dogs^ to demand hospitality from all weal- 
thy ▼assals, from the 9th of December to Christmas, annnaUy. David's necessity 
probably made it a money payment. It was inconvenient to transport the honts- 
men and dogs to Bardsey. 

k2 



70 ANCIENT AND MODERN DENBIGH. 

Edmund Mortimer^ already mentioned^ married Glyndwr^s daugh- 
ter, and entered into a league with him and Henry Percy. The per- 
sonal comhat hetween him and Glyndwr is finely depicted in those 
lines put into the mouth of Hotspur in his defence of Mortimer to the 

king: — 

" In single oppotition, hand to hand. 

He did contend the best part of an hour, 

In changing hardiment with the great Glendower." 

But, to return to the liistory of the first of the family who was 
Lord of Denhigh. We may observe that Roger Mortimer, after his 
depredations upon the estates of the Spensers, was condemned for high 
treason, but his life being spared, he was thrown into tlie Tower, under 
sentence of perpetual imprisonment. He, however, effected his escape 
and fled into France, and being one of the most considerable persons 
now remaining of his party, as well as distinguished by his violent ani- 
mosity against the Spensers, he was easily admitted to pay his court to 
Queen Isabella, while she remained with her brother, Charles the 
Fair. " The graces of Mortimer's person and address advanced him 
quickly in her affections. He became her confident and counsellor 
in all her measures, and, gaining ground daily upon her heart, he 
engaged her to sacrifice at last to her passions, all the sentiments of 
honour and fidelity due to her husband, and die entered cordially into 
all Mortimer's conspiracies." 

Mortimer surpassed even Gaveston and Despenser in haughtiness 
and ambition ; but at the very moment when he tliought his power 
secure, his downfall, disgrace, and destruction, were at hand. The 
young king^ being now in his eighteenth year, determined to break 
off the oppressive and disgraceful yoke of the regent, and, with the 
aid of some of the barons, he surprized the Earl of March in the 
castle of Nottingham (where he lived in criminal intercourse witli 
the queen) by means of a secret passage, still called Mortimer's Hole, 
while the queen supplicated in vain, *' Fair son, have pity on the 
gentle Mortimer." 

" Those of tliis castle," observes Camden, '' tell many stories of 
David, King of Scotland, a prisoner here, and of Roger Mortimer, 
Earl of March, taken by means of a passage underground, and after- 
wards hanged for betraying his country to the Scots for money, and 
other mischiefs, out of an extravagant and vast imagination designed 
by him. In the upper part of the castle, which stands very high 
upon the rock, I went down many stairs into a vault underground, 
which they still call Mortimer's-holc, because Roger Mortimer ab- 
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SGonded in it, being afraid of himself, out of a conscionsneas of hia 
own guilt" 

He was aeized, brought before parliament, condemned, and hanged 
at Tyburn ; hia body being afterwards exposed on the gibbet 

Roger Mortimer, Constable of Denbigh, was executed in A.D. 
1 330. Denbigh was restored to his family in the person of his grand- 
son Roger, and, by the marriage of Anne, sister to another Roger, with 
Richard Plantagenet, Earl of Cambridge, it came, as Pennant observes, 
to the House of York, and so to the Crown. 

From "Notes in HenUan Church, Aug. 7th., 1591," Harl. M.S.S., 
we find — ** In the window are the arms of Mortimer and March." 

We have followed the " multitude" of historiana in speaking of 
Prince Griffith Goch, who fell from tlic Tower, as not being the 
rightful heir to the Principality ; and in describing the Lady Clauda, 
wife of Ralph Mortimer, as the legitimate successor to David ap 
Llewelyn, but, Mr. Vaughan, a very high authority, maintains that 
Griffith and his descendants were the rightful heirs. 

The long connexion of the Mortimer family with the castle, town, 
and lordship of Denbigh, will, it is presumed, be a sufficient excuse 
for the foreg^oiog rather desultory observations, our object being, at 
the same time, to connect the annals of Denbigh with the general his- 
tory of Wales and England. 



u 



I would tliat tboj wore nameless still, 
Who wrought my own lorod oonntiy 111— - 
Unwilling, why should I record 
The acts of each sucoeedtng lord, 
Who hdd these waUs hut to oppress, 
And make more deep onr wretchedness ? 
Why of De Spencer should I sing. 
The minion of a coward king I 
Of Mortimer and Leicester why. 
Demoted names to infamy ?' 



•o 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



DENBIGH UNDER WILLUM DB MONTACUTB. 



On the execntion of the Earl of March, Denbigh waa given to Wil- 
liam de Montacute. ** On the 18th January following (A.D. 1330), 
the kingbestow'd on Lord Montacute the castle, town, and honour of 
Dynheghy with the cantreda of JSom, Reywynoek, Kaermor, and the 
commit of Dymnach, with the appurtenances in North Wales, forfeited 
by the attainder of Eoger Mortimer, Earl of March ; having also got it 
enacted, in the same parliament, that William Lord Montacute, for his 
loyal service against the late Earl of March, and his favourers, should 
have the general entail of one thousand pounds per annum." 

We have said before, that Henry de Lacy was married to Margaret, 
Countess of Salisbury and Sarum, and Camden tells us that Edward 
III. gave her manors to William de Montacute "in as fuU and ample 
a manner as ever the predecessors of Margaret, Countess of Sarum held 
them. This William was king of the Isle of Man, and had two sons, — 
William, who succeeded his father in his honoursand died without issue, 
having unhappily slain his own son while he trained him at tilting ; and 
John, a knight, who died before his brother, leaving by Margaret, his 
wife, (daughter and heiress of Thomas de Monthermer,) John of Salis- 
bury, who, being a time-server, and conspiring against King Henry IV., 
was slain at Chichester, A.D. 1400. Notwithstanding which, his son 
Thomas was restored to his blood and estate, and was one of the 
greatest generals of the age, &c." He was shot at the siege of Orleans, 
1429. Alice, his only daughter, was married to Richard Neville a York- 
ist, who was taken at the battle of Wakefield and beheaded. His son 
Richard, Earl of Salisbury, '* taking delight in dangers,'* as Camden 
has it, "engaged his country in a fresh dvil war, in which he lost his 
own life. His daughter Isabella married George of Clarence, brother 
to Edward IV., by whom she had a son, Edward, who was unjustly 
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beheaded in childhood, by Henry YIL And Henry VIII. beheaded 
hit lister Margaret, at the age of eerenty. Anne, Countess of Salisbury, 
another daughter of Richard Nenlle« married Richard III., and is sup- 
posed to have been poisoned by him with the yiew of marrying Elisa- 
beth of York. The family now became extinct. 

William Montacute, Lord of Denbigh, was but serenteen years old 
when his father died, and in 16 Edward I., he had '*liTery" of all the 
lands descended to him from his ancestors. In 19 Edward I., he 
had allowance for '* robes*' as banneret. He accompanied Edward 
III., in the first year of his reign, in the expedition against the Scots. 
He also attended his royal master when he went to France, in 1330, 
and did homage for the Dutchy of Aquitane, in the presence of the 
kings of Bohemia, NaTarre, and Majorca. The next year, Montacute, 
with John Stafford, bishop of Winchester, and three other persons, 
disguised as merchants, attended the king to France ; and, under the 
religious pretext of making an Easter pilgrimage, Edward avoided 
the mortification of avowedly going oyer to do his yearly homage to 
a superior. Soon after, Montacute was sent as ambassador to the 
pope, together with Bartholomew de Burghersh, to thank the pontiff 
for confirming a bull of his predecessor in favour of the monks of 
Westminister. 

But the greatest serrice that Montacute performed for his king 
and country was that of bringing Mortimer to punishment for the 
foul murder of his sovereign, and the tyranny which he exercised. At 
this time, the Earl of March, who was as vain as he was vicious, com- 
pletely eclipsed the young monarch in the splendour of his equipage, 
and the number of his attendants, and " thought himself more than 
half a king." But having private intimation that some of the great 
nobles intended to impeach him for the murder of the late king, he 
advised the queen to shut herself up with him in the Castle of Not- 
tingham. 

'' It was natural for Edward to have an affection for his mother, and 
nothing could have induced him to do violence to her inclinations, but 
the scandalous manner in which she lived with Mortimer. Montacute 
took upon himself the management of this delicate affair, and sur- 
prised Mortimer in the Castle of Nottingham, 19th October, 1330. 
It was for this particular service that Denbigh, Rh6s, Rhufoniog, &c., 
were given him in January following, besides other valuable grants. 
It is also said that ** his Majesty had such experience of his other 
manifold sendees, that the same year he retained him for the term of 
his whole life, to serve him as well in time of peace as of war.'* He 
was the next year made Governor of tlie Channel Islands^ Constable of 
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the Tower of London, and warden of several forests^ and crowned 
King of Man. 

We are told that "ahout this time (18 Edward III.,) there was an 
agreement made, by indenture, betwixt this William and Roger, Lord 
Grey, of Deffrencloyt (DyiFryn Clwyd,) yiz., that John de Orey, his 
son and heir, should take to wife Anne, the daughter of this William, 
in consideration of a thousand marks, by way of portion." 

In the 9 Edward III., Montacute attended the king in his attack 
upon Carlisle. July 18th, he marched towards Caerlayeroc, and 
returned the next day with some hundred head of cattle. Penetra- 
ting further into Scotland, he was enabled to send considerable quan- 
tities of provisions to the army, but in one skirmish had the misfor- 
tune to lose one eye. 10 Edward III., he was made admiral of the 
king's fleet, from the mouth of the Thames westward ; and in consid- 
eration of 1,00U marks then given to the king, he obtained a grant of 
the marriage of Roger, son and heir of Edward de Mortimer, deceased.* 
The following year he was created Earl of Salisbury. It is said that 
he was no less a statesman tlian a warrior, lie was appointed am- 
bassador to Bavaria, to purchase assistance against Phillip of France 
for 2,700 florins. To screen him from the vengeance of the French 
king, he was brought home with a convoy of forty ships. 

Montacute was also present at the siege of Dunbar, which lasted 
nineteen weeks, and was raised at last. The same year, he attended 
the king to Brabant, and had additional grants of what had been 
'* hithertofore the possessions of Henry de Lacie, Earl of Lincoln." 
He had also a reversionary grant of the Castle of Hawardyne, the 
stewardship of Chester, &c.* 

In the 12 Edward III., he had an allowance of 5 marks per day, 
during his service in Holland, Zealand, and Almaine, as also an 
indemnity for the loss of horses, and ** the pay of 200 mariners, em- 
ployed in four ships, at his own cost. Also the pay of one hundred 
and two Welshmen, (eighty-two of which were men at arms, and 
twenty hobelars on horseback) chosen out of his territory of Denbigh." 
The same year, while at Antwerp, he was appointed Earl Marshid of 
England. Next year we find him in Flanders, where he was taken 

* In 1337, the king gare the ■towardship of Hawarden and Chester to William 
Montacate; but as laabel, the queen'i mother, had a life-interest, he released it for 
tax hundred marks. Ilawarden continued in the familjr until John Montacute was 
beheaded by the mob of Cirencester, in 1400, liaving raised an insuirection in favour 
of his late master, the deposed king Richard II. Salisbury had before granted his 
estates in foe to Tliomas Montague, dean of Sarum; but vStw his attainder ilioy wero 
forfeited to the crown. 
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prisoner and sent to the common gaol at Lisle, and afterwards drawn 
triumphantly in a cart through all the towns and yiUages, on the 
way to the French capital, " amidst the sco£Eb of a shouting multi- 
tude." At Paris, he was sentenced to death, and narrowly escaped 
execution through the interposition of the king of Bohemia. Appli- 
cation was immediately made to know the terms of his ransom ; but 
the French king would consent to no conditions but that he should 
swear never more to bear arms against him or his allies. King 
Edward granted Montacute his license to procure his liberty by this 
''hard oath." He was, however, at last exchanged for the Earl of 
Murray, and ^3,000, and immediately marched into Spain. 

" In the 1 5 Edward III., he attended the parliament of England, and 
was commissioned to enquire into the crimes of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. About the same time, we find him celebrating jests and 
tournaments." The same year he conquered the Isle of Man. This 
year also he served in France with another earl, one baronet, 
twenty-four knights, fifty-three esquires, twenty hobelars, forty arch- 
ers on horseback, and fifty Welsh on foot. We are told that, in 
1338, Denbigh sent forty men for the war in France ; and, in 1343, 
two hundred and nineteen men to recruit the English army there. 

" In the 17 Edward III., Montacute laid i^iege to Rennes, and con- 
tinued before that city until the king arrived in France with the main 
army. Not being able to take the city, Edward ordered Montacute 
to join him, but a truce was concluded by the pope's mediation. In 
1343, he was sent as one of the ambassadors to Alphonso, king of 
Castile, who then lay before the city of Algesters. Upon his return 
to England, this nobleman exercised himself so immoderately in the 
justs and tournaments, then fashionable, that he fell into a fever, and 
died eight days after, on the 30th January, 1 344, in the forty-third 
year of his age, bearing the title of Earl of Salisbury, King of Man, 
and Lord of Denbigh ; but was " seiz'd of the Towne and Castell of 
Denbygh, with the lordshippes of Ross, Roweynock, and Keymergh, 
in Northwalles, &c., &c." 

There is a curious anecdote, characteristic of that age, told of Wil- 
liam Montacute of Denbigh : " Robert, bishop of Sarum, by virtue 
of a writ, which our lawyers call. Breve de Recto, questioned the 
right of William Montacute, Earl of Sarum, to this castle. The Earl 
answered, he would defend his right by combat. So on the day 
appointed, the bishop brought into the lists his champion, dad in a 
white garment to the mid-leg ; over which he had a surcoat of the 
bishop's coat of arms ; there followed him a knight carrying the 
spear, and a page the shield. Presently after, the earl led in his 
i« 
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champion, arrayed after the same manner, accompanied by two 
knights bearing white staves. And just as the champions were about 
to fight, whilst they withdrew that their weapons might be examined, 
unexpectedly came a mandate from the king tlmt the cause should not 
then be decided, lest the king should lose his right. In the mean 
time they compounded ; the earl agreeing to surrender up all his right 
in the castle to the bishop and his successors for ever upon the 
receipt of 2,500 marks.*' 

William de Montacntc and both the Mortimers commanded the 
king's forces against Llewelyn Bren. We also read that in 131G, 
" Sir William de Montacute, a brave and experienced leader, was 
appointed to raise forces in the Forest of Dean and other parts of 
Gloucestershire," against Llewelyn Bren. 

He was also appointed to receive fines and ransoms of those con- 
cerned in that rebellion, as appears from the following document : — 
"A.D. 1316, Anno 10 Edw. IL, Turn, Lon. 
De captis in Wallia HberandU, 

Rex dilecto & fideli suo, &c. Mandamus vobis quod omnes illos, 
de partibus pnedictis, qui cum Lewelino Bren, nupcr contra nos de 
guerra insurrexerunt; & qui, ea occasione, imprisonati jam existunt; qui 
etiam coram delecto 8c fldcli nostro Willielmo de Monte Acuto, pro 
transgresioneproedictft, fines 8c rcdcmptiones fecercnt, solutis finibus 8c 
redemptionibus antedictis, si occasione prsemissli, & non alia in pri- 
8on& detineantur, liberari faciatis ab e&dem. Teste Rege, apud Ebomm 
XV. die Novembris, 

Per ipsum Regum nunciente prsefato, 

Willielmo."' 

John Montacute, third Earl of Salisbury, Marshall of England^ 
being deserted by an army of 40,000 men which he had raised in the 
Marches, without money to pay them, having given up everything for 
lost, travelled across the country as far as Conway, where he met 
Richard IL, and is said to have been the only nobleman who '* stuck 
firm to the last." He afterwards joined in a plot to assassinate the 
usurper, Henry Bollingbroke, but was taken, and decapitated by a 
rabble of loyalists, in 1401. 

We should have before observed that William Montacute having 
obtained a grant of this fortress, on the 18th January, 1330, procured 
for the town a new charter of incorporation, on the 27th October fol- 
lowing, confirming the ancient rights of the burgesses and conferring 
upon them new privileges. This charter is thus cited in the Inspexi- 
ntiis of Charles IL 

"And seeing also our sovereign 1/ Edw** y« 3**, formerly King of 



ANCISNT AND MODERN DENBIGH. 7? 

Engi<> our aucestcr, bj hia L"" Patents under the great seal of Eng''' 
dated at York, y« 27^ day of Oct' in y« C*** year of his Reign, hath 
among other things, for himself and his heirs grant to all y^ Tovn of 
Denbigh, that they, their heirs & Successors then Inhabiting and 
aftcrw^ to Inhabit y« s** Town sho** thro* y« Kingdom & Domin- 
ions be free and acquitted from all Toll, Stallage, Payage, Murage, 
Pontage & Passage, as by y« sameI/~ Patents doth more fully appear.*' 

Of thiB family were four earls of Salisbury ; the last left issue one 
only daughter, who had, by Richard Ne^il, " the famous Richard, Earl 
of Warwick, that whirlwind of Bnglands" says Camden, <*and John, 
Marquis of Montacute, both kiUed in the battle of Bamet, in 1472. 
But the title. Baron Montacute, was conferred upon Henry Poole, (son 
of Margaret, daughter of George of Clarence, descended from a daugh- 
ter of that Richard Nevil, Earl of Warwick,) by Henry VIII., who 
presently after beheaded him. Four of this family were also earls of 
Lincoln.** 

Camden says they descended from Drogo, the young. This Drogo 
de BreidLer was a Fleming. We also rend — ''At the time when Wil- 
liam the Norman made his descent upon England, Drogo de Monte- 
acuto, was one of the noble adventurers who attended him. His son 
Dm married Aliva, daughter of Alan Bassctt.* Simon de Montacute, 
was governor of Beaumaris Castle in the 29th of Edward I. We have 
mentioned that W. Montacute, the younger, intercepted Hugh De- 
spencer in hiB flight, f 

Queen Mary bestowed the title and honour of Viscount Montacute 
upon Anthony Brown, whose grandmother was daughter of John Nevil 
Marquis of Montacute, and his successors, who are now called Mon- 

On the reversal of Mortuner*s attainder, in 1356, Denbigh was 
restored to that family. 

* There can be but little doubt that some of the Basseits were captaias of the 
garrison of Denbigh. The name itiU eziata in the neighbourhood. 

i*The aealof the college, or Peculiar of Stratford -on- Avon, with an episcopal fig^ure 
in the centre,* probably that of St. Thomas li Beckst, was some time since found near 
Denbigh, in a high state of preservation, and is now at Llanbedr Hall. Stratford 
Church was purchased in 1337 of Simon Montacute, then bishop, by John de Strat- 
ford, Archbishop of Canterbury. 



t. 9 
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CHAPTER IX. 



DENBIGH UNDER HENRIf PERCY. 



In A.D. 1377, another charter was granted to the town of Denbigh, 
authorizing the erection of a borough priaon, and the establishment 
of a ** Guild of Merchants/' &c. 

Denbigh Castle belonged to the Earl of March, but was now 
granted to Henry Percy. " Mons. de Rutland, with thirty men at 
arms, and 120 archers, kept Denbigh at the annual expense of 
£1672 18s. 4d." Although this seems but a small sum, it was much 
larger than that incurred in the maintenance of either Caemaenron, 
Criccieth, Harddlech, Beaumaris, Rhuddlan, or Flint, which proves 
it to be the most important fortress in all North Wales when King 
Richard II., through the weakness and fluctuation of his councils, had 
made himself so highly unpopular. He neglected the concerns of 
his kingdom, and abandoning himself to the pursuit of vicious plea- 
sures, became daily more and more corrupted through the pernicious 
influence of his favourite De Vere, whom he created Duke of Ireland. 
Thus he lost the affection of his people and the confidence of his 
barons. The insurrections and rebeUions .which, for a time, vere 
curbed by the superiority of the royal army, and revenged by cruel 
persecutions, confiscations, and executions, at last burst out into a 
revolution which overturned the throne, and placed the sceptre in 
the hands of Henry Bolingbroke, son of John of Gaunt. One of the 
principal instruments in placing Henry upon the throne was the 
Duke of Northumberland and his valiant son, Henry Percy, com- 
monly called Hotspur. 

Richard was in Ireland, whither he had gone to revenge the death 
of his cousin Roger Mortimer, (who had been slain in a skirmish with 
the Irish) when he heard that Bolingbroke had landed in England 
and was joined by Northumberland and his son. He determined to 
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return immediatelj for the purpose of cruahing tliiB rebellion, bat, 
unfortonatelj, *' finding himself alone (on his landing in Walea,) 
and without anj prospect of being able to defend himself, he had no 
other resource than to throw himself upon the generosity of his 
enemj. The Duke of Lancaster immediatdj sent the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, and Percy, Earl of Northumberland, to know his inten* 
tions. They solemnly assured him that the duke only wished to haye 
his alienated property restored, and the ancient privileges of parlia- 
ment confirmed. The king appearing to mistrust the earl's (Percy) 
good intentions ; the latter, to remoye all suspicion, attended high 
mass, yowed fidelity, and swore allegiance at die altar. Caught in 
this wily and iniquitous snare, the king accompanied Northumberland 
out of the gate ; but about Penmaen Bh6e, he perceiyed a band of 
soldiers bearing the banners of Percy, and was taken prisoner to Flint 
Castle, where he was deliyered into the hands of his cruel enemy the 
Duke of Lancaster." — History of Abereonwaif, 

Henry, to weaken the power of the Mortimers, and to secure his 
hold of the princi|ia]ity, gave Denbigh, with the government of the 
rest of the casdes of North Wales, to Hotspur, as an ostensible ac- 
knowledgement of his father's services. It would appear that Percy, 
having many private causes of dissatisfaction widi the treatment 
which he soon experienced at the hands of the king, and wishing to 
court the favour of the people of Denbigh, and the Welsh in genera^ 
who sympathised with the rebel patriot, at first connived at the 
movements of Glyndwr, who reduced the town of Ruthin to ashes, 
and made Reginald Grey prisoner, compelling the king to. sell the 
manor of Herdeigh, in Kent, in order to raise 10,000 marks to pay 
Grey's ransom. His next captive was Mortimer, Earl of March, the 
nearest heir to the throne, after Richard II. Henry, jealous of Mor- 
timer^s tide, refused to ransom him. In the mean time, Mortimer 
fell in love with Glyndwr's daughter, and with the view of securing 
the object of his affections, consented to take up arms against die 
king of England. <* With them," says Wynne, " joyned the Earl of 
Worcester, and his brother the Earl of Northumberland, with his 
son, the valiant Lord Percy, who, conspiring to depose the king, &c., 
in the house of the Archdeacon of Bangor, by their deputies, divided 
the realm amongst them, causing a triparte indenture to be made, 
and to be sealed with every one's seal ; by which covenant, all that 
country lying betwixt the Severn and the Trent, southward, was 
assigned to the Earl of March ; aU Wales and the lands beyond 
the Severn, westward, were appointed to Glyndwr ; and from the 
Trent, northward, to the Lord Percy. This was done (as some said) 
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thro' a foolish credit they gave to a yain prophecy, as tho' kuig 
lieury was the execrable moldwarp, and they three* the dragon, lion, 
and wolf, wliich would pall him down, and distribute his kingdom 
among themselves." The struggle which ensued cannot be expressed 
better than in the words of a popular writer, who observes : — 

The battle of Shrewsbury was fought on the 20ch of July, 1403, 
between the forces of Henry the Fourth, then king of England, and 
those of Sir Henry Percy. The Ring had not been long on the 
throne before he found that he had many enemies — among the most 
formidable of whom were the Earl of Northumberland, and Owen 
Glendower, who was descended from the ancient sovereigns of Wales. 
They became discontented with Henry*s government, and formed a 
scheme for uniting together to dethrone him. The Earl's eldest son. 
Hotspur, was to march with a large army from the north of England, 
and Glendower was to meet him with such forces as he could collect 
in Wales. 

As soon as the Ring was aware of these hostile movements, he 
marched, with all haste, to come up with Hotspur before he was joined 
by Glendower. The royal army entered Shrewsbury only a few 
hours before Hotspur arrived at the gates, (July 19th) ; the king being 
anxious to give battle without delay. Hotspur, however, did not 
feel himself strong enough for this, not having above fourteen thou- 
sand men in his army, whereas the king had nearly double that num- 
ber. On the following morning, the royal forces marched out of the 
town, and succeeded in bringing Hotspur to an engagement, of which 
the following interesting account is taken from the History of Shrews- 
bury : — 

'* The fight began by furious and repeated volleys of arrows from 
Hotspur's archers, whose ground greatly favoured that kind of war- 
fare ; and they did great execution on the royal army. The king's 
bowmen were not wanting in return, and the battle raged with vio- 
lence. Hotspur, witli his associate, Douglas, bent on the king's 
destruction, rushing through the midst of the hostile arrows, pierced 
their way to the spot on which he stood. Henry was thrice unhorsed, 
and would have been taken or slain, had he not been defended and 
rescued by his own men : and the fortune of the day would have been 
forthwith decided, if the Earl of March had not withdrawn him from 
the danger ; for the royal standard-bearer was slain, his banner beaten 
down, and many of the chosen band appointed to guard it, were 
killed by these desperate assailants ; while tlie young Prince of Wales 
was wounded in the face by an arrow. In short, notwithstanding all 
the exertions of the royalists, victory seemed inclined to favour tlie 
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rebel army^ who fought with renewed ardour from an opinion, natur- 
ally derived from the overthrow of his standard, that the king himself 
had faUen, and animated each other to the combat with cheering and 
redoubled shouts of * Henry Percy y king ! Henry Percy y king I In 
this critical moment, the gallant Percy, raging through the adverse 
ranks in quest of his sovereign, fell by an unknown hand, alone, and 
hemmed in by foes. The king lost no time to avail himself of this 
event. Straining his voice to the utmost, he ezdaimed aloud, * Henry 
Percy is dead :' and the battle soon ended in the king gaining a com- 
plete victory. In the mean while, Owen Olendower had marched 
with a large body of Welshmen to within a mile of Shrewsbury ; and 
if the king had not been so rapid in his movements, Glendowcr and 
Hotspur would probably have joined their forces. It was necessary, 
however, that the Welsh army should cross the Severn, which, at tliis 
place, is a broad and rapid river. It happened, also, most unfortu- 
nately for Glendower, that the water was at this time exceedingly high. 
There is a ford at Shelton, by which, at other seasons, he would have 
been abl^ to cross the river, but now it was impassable. The bridges 
at Shrewsbury were commanded by the king ; and he had nothing to 
do but to halt his army on the banks of the Severn, though he could 
ace Hotspur* s forces quite plainly on the opposite side, and though he 
knew that the king was wishing to bring on a battle. The tradition 
of the country nays, that Glcndower mounted a large oak tree, and 
that he saw from thence the battle : and it must have been mortify- 
ing for him to see the troops of his friend Hotspur totally defeated." 

The following Letters of Sir Henry Percy are extracted from " The 
Proceedings and ordinances of the Privy Council of England," edited 
by Sir Nicholas Harris, who, in his preface observes, " Much in- 
formation respecting tlic state of aflhirs in Wales is afforded by the 
correspondence of Henry Percy, the renowned Hotspur, five letters 
from whom are now brought to light. Besides their historical value, 
these letters derive great interest from being the only relics of Hot- 
spur, which are known to be preserved — from their throwing some light 
on the cause of his discontent and subsequent rebellion, and still 
more from being in strict accordance with the supposed haughty, cap- 
tious, and uncompromising characters of that eminent soldier. Hot- 
spur was then Warden of East March, towards Scotland, and Justice 
of North Wales and Chester, as well as Constable of the castles of 
Chester, Flint, Conway, and Caernarvon." As only tliree of those 
letters were written at Denbigh, the rest are omitted. 

We arc indebted to William Owen, Esq., for the translation of these 
interesting documents from the old French. 
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** Beverened Faihen in God and yery honoared Lorda, 

You will please to know that I haye received a letter 
under the Privy Seal of our Lord the King hy the advice of hia Coun- 
dlf with certam ordinances under the Great Seal^ and I am charged 
to proclaim the said ordinances within the limits of the jurisdiction 
of my office of Justice according as it seems best to me in the mat- 
ter. And I have also received another letter under the said Privy 
Seal, charging me that I do not allow any Welshman to be justice, 
chamberlain, chancellor, seneschal, receiver, master of the forest, vis- 
count, escheator, nor constable of the castle, nor Keeper of the Rolls 
and Records of Wales ; but that English are to be in the same offices, 
and that they are to remain over them in their own persons, except- 
ing the Justice and his Lieutenant ; which ordinances I am charged 
to enforce immediately, as it appertains to me in virtue of my office. 
As to which matter. Rev. Fathers in God and very honoured Lords, 
I will do my loyal devoir (endeavour) to the best of my ability, aided 
by the advice of others of the council. My very honoured and very 
redoubtable Lord the Prince, being in these parts, has had consider- 
ation of those who bore themselves well to the Kuig and my Lord, 
the Prince, at the time of the taking of the castle of Conway, above 
mentioned ; and such consideration it is best to give at this time, if 
you look to the keeping of the castle in time to come. And, Reve- 
rend Fathers in God and very honoured Lords, as to what has been 
written in the said two letters,, that I do well and safely guard all the 
castles which 1 have in keeping for the term of my 'life or otherwise 
in the said parts, so that from my negligence, no pillage, or loss hap- 
pen to either the castles or the country ; and I am charged in the 
said two letters, on my faith and allegiance, and upon pain of for- 
feiting the said castles, and the profits appertaining thereto, without 
ever after being restored, or admitted to the keeping of any of them ; 
I wish you to know that I have not in Wales any castle in keeping 
for which I cannot answer, and will answer f or ; as I have done and 
mean to do as loyally to my duty as any subject that the king has in 
these said parts, trusting in you, my lords, that in case such mischief 
happen, as never shall, please God, by any fault, that you will be as 
lenient to me as to others of my little estate in like cose. And if I 
have done, or could do, in time to come, here, or anywhere, good 
service to the king, my sovereign lord, that you will aid me to obtain 
such assistance as I shall be entitled to, and justice shall require ; 
for it seems to me that I have nothing in these parts butmrhat the 
king, of his gracious favour, has frankly given me, and on account 
of his being satisfied that I have well deserved it of him. 
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Rererend Fathers in Qod and very hononred Brothew, nothing 
more to write at present ; hut you will inform me of your nohle plea- 
sure, in this and other matters, which I will perform to the hest of 
my power. I pray €k>d to keep you in health. Written at Denbegh, 
(Denbigh) the 10th day of April, (A.D. 1401.) 

IIknry Percy." 
" 17th May, 2 Henry 4th, 1401. 
Very Beyerend Fathers in God and yery honoured and very dear 
Brethren, — 

I recommend me (myself) to you ; and let it please 
you to know that I send to my very redoubtable Sovereign Lord the 
King, and to you, my well-beloved friend, James Strangeways, the bear- 
er, who will declare unto you the stnte of the mnrclies and country, 
and I pray for your commands as to the governance of the rebels, as 
well for their comfort, as for my guidance how to act****** 
and from my proposal before, according to my power, and the great 
labour and cost that I have sustained, and the great want and neces- 
sity that I saw in the country ; the latter, in good faith, are to me 
so insupportable tliat I cannot bear them any longer than the end of 
this month, or three or four days afterwards. You will be pleased to 
proclaim such ordinances as you see necessary, when you have learn- 
ed the state of the country. And in the mean time, I will do all in 
my power, by land and by sea, with my body and my goods, to 
render service, and beseech that you will, according to your wise dis- 
cretion, consider aU my said labour and cost, and adopt such mea- 
sures for the coimtry, so that the expected mischief might not ensue, 
which Qod defend. 

Very Reverend Fathers in God, very honoured and very dear 
Brethren, I have nothing more to say now than I trust you will con- 
tinue in health. Written at Dynbeiph, (Denbigh) the 17th day of 
May. 

Hbnry Percy.** 
*Mth June, 2nd Henry 4th, 1401. 
Very Reverend Fathers in God and very hononred and very dear 
Brethren, — 

I recommend myself to you ; and as to the news, if you 
wish to know them, I have already written and certified by my 
well-beloved friend, James Strangeways, the news and state of 
this country ; but since bis departure, I see so much pillage, and 
mischief in the country, that good and hasty measures ought to be 
immediately adopted by sea as well as by land. All the country 
is, without doubt, in great peril of being destroyed by the rebels, if 
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I should leave this country before my successor be previously arrived, 
the which will be an aflfair of necessity, for I cannot support the cost 
that I make without other ordering from you. And touching tliis 
that has been done by my very honoured uncle, and the other forces 
in his company. I hope it has been certified to you, and my doing 
on this ****** \} J land and by sea, for my soldiers* pay, and 
my own expenses, and for the journey that I had on the 30th day of 
May last to Catherederya, (Cader Idris) God be praised. 

The bearer (John Irby) was present with me, and can acquaint 
you with the particulars. Monsieur Hugh Browe was with me, with 
twelve lancers and one hundred archers of my right honourable 
cousin, the Court of Arundel, without any otlier aid, at my proper 
charges. And by such governance as you may see meet to order for 
this country — for I do not here await your answer by the aforesaid 
James Strangewnys of the undermentioned and other matters — and 
please to make known that news have reached me this day from the 
Sieur of Powys as to his combat with Owane de Olendarde, (Owain 
of Qlyndyfrdwy) whom he liad discomfited, and had wounded 
many of liis men, on his way to my much honoured uncle and myself, 
as he certified, for which I thank God. And also I have news this 
day that my people, whom I had ordered on the sea, how they have 
taken ♦**♦♦* to Bardsey, that were taken from the English by 
the Scotch ****** they pursued a Scotch ship to the Milford 
coast and took her, the said ship, with three hundred men weU ac- 
coutred, prisoners, for which I thank God. 

Very Reverend Fathers in God and very honoured and very dear 
Brethren, with nothing more to say at present, I pray God to keep 
you in good health. Written at Denbigh the 4th day of June. 

Henry Percy." 

Aft^r Percy's death, his father, the Duke of Northumberland, and 
otKer English exileti, fled hither, and were entertained witli the warm- 
est hospitality, until they thought it a duty to seek some other asylum, 
not wishing to be further burdensome upon their generous Welsh 
protectors, in the hour of national adversity, when the fortunes of 
Glyndwr began to decline and to assume a gloomy and hopeless aspect; 
notwithstanding the king of France sent to Wales an army of 12,000 
men, and, in 1-406, a fleet of thirty-eight sail to assist the Welsh. 

We flud Denbigh included in the pardon conceded at the instance 
of the Prince of Wales to several Welsh towns concerned in this re- 
bellion. 
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CHAPTER X. 



DENBIGH DURING THE WARS OF THE ROBES. 



Daring thoae iniestiTe commotions^ which convulsed the kingdom 
from one end to another, Denbigh often changed masters. Pennant 
tells OS that Jasper Tador had, in 1459, possessed himself of Den- 
bigh, and sereral other places in Wales, in behalf of his weak half- 
brother, Henry VI., bat tiiat they were wrested from him in the fol- 
lowing year. In 1468, he returned, and was joined by 2000 Welsh. 
He bamt the town, meditating revenge rather than conquest. 

Leland says that Edward lY. was besieged here, and that he was 
permitted to retire on condition that he would quit the kingdom for 
ever. Pennant observes that " the only time in which that prince 
was constrained to abdicate his dominions, was in 1470, when he 
took shipping at Lynn ; not by reason of any capitulation with his 
enemies, but through the desperate situation of his affairs at that 
period." Newcome supposes Leland to refer to the assault made upon 
Denbigh by Jasper Tudor, in 1459. Jasper Tudor was expelled by 
Sir Richard Herbert, to whom he refers in his letters to the governor 
of this castle. 

Sir John Wynne, in his History of the Gwydir Family, mentions an 
ancestor of his, a Lancastrian, who invaded the Duke of York's estate 
in Denbighland, and wasted, witlifire and sword, the suburbs of Den- 
bigh. But according to others, it was Jasper Tudor who returned to 
the charge and headed the second attack. This proves that there was 
even then a town without the waUs. 

** In revenge for this," adds Sir John, " Edward lY sent William, 
Earl of Pembroke, with a great armie to waste the counties of Carnar- 
von and Merioneth, and to take the castel of Harddlech (held by 
M 2 



86 ANCIENT AND MODERN DENBIGH. 

Henrie, Earl of Richmond,) which earl performed hia chargea to the 
full> as witnesseth thia Webh rime : — 

'Harddlech a Dmbechf pob ddr^yn cynneu, / 

Nau'oonwy yn farwor, 

Mil pedwar cant oediant Idr, 

A tliri'gain ac wjth rhagor.' " 

Which may be Uterally translated —In Harlech and Denbigh every 
door flaming ; the Vale of Conway reduced to embers, in the year of 
our Lord 14G8. Sir John adds, ''the whole country was reduced 
to cold eoala** — to cinders. So great was the desolation, that those 
who had mortgaged their lands did not think them worth redeeming. 
Denbighland was then one immense forest, the ** woods climbing to 
the top of Snowdon." The country was very thinly peopled. Sir 
John tells us further that the marks of the Are were seen in his day. 

Camden, speaking of Denbigh, observes, " We read that out of 
malice to King Edward IV., who was of that house (York), this 
town sufifer'd much by those of the family of Lancaster. Since 
which time, either because the inhabitants dishked the situation of it 
(for the declivity of tlie place was no ways convenient,) or else be- 
cause it was not well scrv'd with water ; they remov'd hence by de- 
grees : insomuch, that the old town is now deserted, and a new one, 
much larger, sprung up at tlie foot of the hill, which is so populous 
that the church, not being large enough for the inhabitants, they have 
now begun to build a new one, where the old town stood, partly at 
the charges of their Lord, Robert, Earl of Leicester, and partly with 
the money contributed for that use by several well-disposed persona 
throughout England. Tliis Robert, flarl of Leicester, was created 
Baron of Denbigh, by Queen Elizabeth, in the year 1566. Nor is 
there any barony in England that hath had more gentlemen holding 
thereof in fee." 

The following letters were written by Jasper Tudor, Earl of Pem- 
broke, to Roger Puleston, Esq., Governor of Denbigh Castle : — 

*' To the right-trusty and well-beloved Roger ^ Puleston, and to 
John Eyton, and to either of them, — 

Right-trusty and well-beloved Cousins and firinds, we grete you 
well. And suppose that yee have well in yo* remembrance the great 
dishonor and rebuke that we and yee now late have by traitor* 
Marche,* Harbert,t and Dunns, with their affiuityes, as well in 
letting us of our Journey to the Kingc, as in putting my father yo* 
Kinsman to the death, and their trayterously demeaning, we purpose 

* Edward Earl of March, King Edward IV. 

t William Herbert, also called Earl of Pembroke, or Sir Rlcbard Herbert. 
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with the might of our Lord, and aasistance of you and other our kins- 
men and frind^, within short time to ayengc. Trusting Ycrily that 
yee will he well-willed and put your hands unto the same, and of 
your disposi^on, with your good advice therein we pray yon to asccr- 
tayne ts in all host possible, as our especiall trust is in you. Written 
at our towne of Tenbye the zxvth of ffeu'r. (Feb.) 

J. Pembroke.*' 

The above seems to have been written before the Lancasterians had 
taken Denbigh ; the following after that event : — 

*' To our Right trusty and well-beloved Roger Puleston, Esq., 
Keeper of Uie Castle of Denbigh, — ^ 

Right trusty and wdl-beloved — ^We greete you well, letting you witt 
that we have received yor letters by Hugh, and understand the mat- 
ter comprised therein ; and as touching the keeping of the Castle of 
Denbigh, we pray you that you will do your faithful dilligence for 
the safeguard of At7, as far as in you is, taking the revenue of the 
lordship there for the vittaling of the same, by the hands of Griffith 
Vychan, receyvo' there — we have written unto him that he should 
make pWeyaunce therefore — and that yee will understand the good- 
wiU and dispossi^on of Uic people, and that countrcy, towards my 
Ijord Prynce* and vs, and to send us word assoone as you may, as 
our trust is in you. Written at my towne of Tenbye, the xxiiij^ of 

July. 

J. Pembroke." 

A letter from the Earl of Richmond, afterwards Henry YIL, grants 
the same Roger Pnleston an annuity of ten marks, and another from 
Jasper Tudor commits Flint to his custody. The] last mentioned 
letter was, probably, written a few days after the battle of Mortimer*s 
Cross, Feb. 2, 1461, where the Lancastrians were defeated. Jasper 
Tudor escaped, but his father, Owen Tudor, and several other Welsh 
chieftains, were taken and beheaded the very next day at Hereford. 

The first Puleston of Emral was Roger Puleston, a favourite of 
Edward I., who was appointed to collect the taxes levied for carrying 
on the war in France ; but the Welsh, never having been accustomed 
to such laws, broke out into open rebellion under Madog, an obscure 
relative (some say a natural son) of the last Llewelyn. Tliey took 
Roger Puleston and hanged him at Caemarvon.f 

* Edward, Frinoe of Wales, son of King Henry VL 

t "John Pnleston was the first Member of Parliament for the Carnanron borough, 
and the second time it sent representatives,'' says Pennant, ** the 1st of Edward VI., 
it diooe Robert Pnleston, and the county elected John — as if both town and county 
determined to make reparation to the family for the cruelty practised upon its ances- 
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The following pedigree will 8how the relationship between Roger 
Puleston and the Earl of Pembroke : — 

Mallt, (Matilda) dau. of = Tudor ap Gorono s Margaret dan, of Thomaa 
Madoc of Hendwr. | I ap Lleweljrn ap Owen. 



GwervU 



=A 



rIfRth Hanmer. 



Angharad, » John Puleston 



Margaret, dau. of » Meredith ap Tudor. 
David Vychan. I 

Owen Tudor « Catherine 



dau. & heb. 



of EmraL 



beheaded 1461. 



Roger Puleeton, GoTemor 
of Denbigh Caeae, 
Ob. U69. 



I 
Edmund, Earl 

of Richmond, 

Ob. Not. 1., 

H&6. 



Queen Dowager 
Ob. 16 Henry VI. 



Beaufort, 
Ob. 1609. 



1 

Jasper Tudor 

B. of Pern, and 

D. of Bedford. 

Ob. 1495. 



HENRY VII. 

The present families of Emral, Ecclusham^ and Ilayodywem are 
from this stock. 

tors. Richard Puleston, • son of the unfortunate Roger, was appointed sheriff of 
Caernarvon by Edward I., with a salary of jf 40, and all arrears. His son Richard 
held oerCain lands in Worthenbury, from the crown, in the 7th of Edward II.« by 
virtue of Amobrogium," 
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CHAPTER XI 



DENBIGH IN THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY. 



Richard III. granted many privilegea to the burgesses of Denbigh, 
being Enfffishnen, * among the rest the right of depasturing their 
cattle in the Forest of Lleweny. 

Henry YII. granted another charter of incorporation to this town, 
in consideration, probably, of the part it had taken in favour of the 
Lancastrian interest. 

We know but little of its history during the reign of Henry VIII., 
besides the condition of the fortress, which we learn from the follow- 
ing " Survey of the Castle of Denbigh": — 

*' The said Castle is built high upon a rock of stone, very stately 
and beautifully, in a very sweet air, seven miles from the sea (north). 
And near to the same Castle are a few houses, > and a fair chapel^* cal- 
led the Borough of Denbigh." 

" The same Borough and Castle being walled about with a strong 
wall standing high ' — but in a few places able to be come unto, by 
reason of the highness of the rock, whereupon the said wall standeth. 
The same wall having two gatet^ with portcullis*,^ whereof the one is 
north from the said Castle, and goeth down into the Town of Den- 
bigh, called the Suburbs of Denbigh ; * and tlie other Chite is north- 
west from the Gate of the Castle, and is a fair lodging. Every of the 
said Gates two stories high. And from the JFeBt-Oate^ ^ straight south, 
tlie Wall is near the Castle, set for strength, and an outer fortress 
there to the Castle. And south of the said ♦ ♦ ♦ * * the Wall is also 
near to the Castle, and two turrets in the same, for the defence of 
the said Wall. And, a little from it, is a gate of the Castle, which 
goeth into a park adjoining to the same Castle ;7 the same Gate being 
three stories high ; and before, without the door thereof, a strong 
bulwark of atone, aa well to hide the Gate, as to strengthen the same. 
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And from that Gate, in the wall is a round tower of two siories high^ 
metely-well repaired.. And a little from that two other * * * * tunetB. > 
And next to the same a yery atrong tower, being built side the square, 
three stories high, called the Qohlin Hole ; ^ and in the same a deep 
well. And north-east from that, standeth another square tower call- 
ed the Countess Tower, which is a fair lodging. >* And north-west 
from that, another round tower. > ' And plain westward from that, the 
Wall extendeth to the North-Oate of the wall aforesaid. 

All the said towers in the Wall being decayed in the timber-work, 
except the two Gates, and one round tower. 

And the way going forth of the said North-Oate lieth in the Sub- 
urbs of Denbigh, wherein the great number of the Burgesses and in- 
habitants of the said town doth inhabit, the same being three-quarters 
of a mile (the old mile ?) long. And in the High Street there is a fair 
room ; whereas the Market is kept every Wednesday, being well- 
served with grain, and victual, fish, and wild-fowl ; the same being 
the shire-town of Denbighshire. 

And south-east from the CasUe, adjoining upon the wall, lieth 
the said park, called the Castle Park, which is a ground very fertile 
and pleasant ; wherein the deer cannot stray (being limited) out of 
the coverts, but are in divers places within the view of the said Castle. 
The park being two miles about, at least, and hath not above fourteen 
male deer, and thirty does and fawns ; the same being able to bear four 
hundred deer. The keeping thereof is granted by the King's Majes- 
ty to one Piers Mutton, his Grace's servant, for the term of twenty 
years. 

The said Castle hath two gates, whereof the one is before men- 
tioned ; and the other is the common gate, being in the north side of 
the same Castle — a fair strong gate, with a portcullis, three stories high ; 
the comers of the same made with quoin-stones, and the wall is a fair 
rough wall. At the said north gate is a draught-bridge. And at 
the other gate, before mentioned, two other draught-bridges. >' 

The said Castle is six-square, and hath at every square a strong 
tower ; whereof two of them are three stories high, and the others 
*** stories high. And upon the west part of the said Castle, towers 
of two stories high. All the said towers and wall of the Castle being 
embattled upon, and every tower and lodging therein very sweet and 
of good air. 

And within the Castle a building of stone — two great stately cham- 
bers, called the Green Chamber b,^^ (also the Queen* s Chambers, by mis- 
take?) and under the same, fair cellars vaulted; and at the south 
comer thereof is a fair tower, which is on the way lying to the South 
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irate. And at the north end of the laid Green Chamber waa a Hall, ^* 
the roof and the floor thereof being Mlj decayed. And plain north 
irom that a great strong tower» seven 8qaare» adjoining the great Gom« 
mon Gate. And« within the said Gaatle, a fair krge Oreen^ wherein 
atandeth a Chapel^ to serve the Castle. 

The great Ctnunum Oate is to be repaired with lUtle charge. The 
Green Chambers, and a strong tower wherein the King*s Grace's Re- 
cords doth remain, are all well repaired. AU the rest are much in 
decay in the timber work, and most in tlie lead. 

North from the said Castle, within one mile of the same, are two 
fair parks, paled round, replenished with fallow deer ; the one called 
Gartkinodeaeh, (Garthysnodiog, now the Cre^t,) being two miles 
about, in the keeping of John Salusbury, the elder, Esquire, (John y 
Bodittu T) Chamberlain of Denbigh, wherein are three hundred deer ; 
whereof fifty are deer antler, and the other rastall; the which is not able 
of itself to feed the same deer, without good provision of hay for the 
said deer in the time of winter. The other park is called Mollewiko, 
(Moelewig 7) the herbage whereof, with the keeping of the same, is 
granted by the King's Majesty to one Nicholas Fortescue, Esquire, 
for the term of his life, and the fee of £4 lis. Od., by the year ; the 
same park being tliree miles about, replenished with six-score fallow 
deer, whereof fifty are deer antler, and the rest are rastall ; the her- 
bage thereof being worth yearly to let." 

All those nobles who held the barony of Denbigh appointed their 
seneschab and constables for the government of the casde. The fol- 
lowing notes are from the ** Rhyl M.S.S«" — ^kindly copied for this 
work by our talented country-woman. Miss Angharad Llwyd, author- 
ess of the " Antiquities o/Mona, ^e" 

" Denbigh Castle. 

Indentures made at Denbigh, August 24, in the 32 of Hen : 6^ be- 
tween Thomas Salusbury, Bsqr: Constable of the Castell of Denbigh, 
on y* one part, and Robert Dutton, son and heir of Thomas Dutton, 
on y* other part, he being seneschal, &c." 

13th of Edward the 3rd, John de Delves was seneschal of Denbigh 
Castle. 

* It woald appear that all free-born nattves of Denbigh were aooonnted English- 
men ; bat that " fordgnen," that is, Wdshmen who were not bom burgesses, crept 
into Tarions corporate offices, by degrees, so that Denbigh became in time ttrtwUly a 
Welsh town, as appears from "A Petition to the Ktnges Highncs (Henry 7) from the 
whoole Cominaltie of the Burgesses of the Englishe Waled Towne of Conwey in 
North walles," praying that "ffbreins, sythen they would leave liberties in tlie En* 
glish townes, be contended with the vtiij townes ; Rutland, nenbiland, Hardlegh, 
Bala, Bangor, Pullhelye, Cruketh, Neryn, and Newburch." 

N 
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A Courte was held in Denbigh on the 20th after the ffeaat of Gregory, 

Most local readers and tiaitora who will take the trouble of examining the pre- 
sent ruins, will be able to identify every part of the Caatle and out-works mentioned 
iik the preceding Surrey :— 

The reader must be aware that Denbigh stands south from the sea, and at a much 
greater distance than seven of our present miles. The jurors are speaking of the Old 
Town. 

1« This proves that the original town had then nearly disappeared. 

5. St. Hilary's Cliapel, now used instead of the pariah church. Mass was then 
said in this cliapel every Sunday for the souls of De Lacy and Percy. 

3. The old Town Wall ia almost entire, but we can now form no correct idea of its 
original height. It is much to be desired that it was restored round the entire circuit, 
with a walk along the top, similar to that delightful promenade round the grounds of 
the Castle House, which commands one of the most enchanting views in Europe. 

4, The grooves into which the portcullis sUded are yet seen, espedally as regards the 
Burgess Gate — that fine old tower standing above Highgate. 

6. Hie present town. The North Gate ia the only gate now remaining, and is 
sometimes called the Burgui Oate, and is described in a subsequent chapter, 

6. This is also called the Bxehequer Oate, a portion of its foundation wall, nine 
feet in thickness, still stands at the top of Bryn Seeeur, properly Exchequer hiii. 
Here all the revenues of the lordship, and of this part of Walea, were once received. 
A private passage, formed in the thickness of the mantelet wall, connected the 
Exchequer Gate and Tower with the Caatle. The passage alluded to was aome 
years ago partly opened, and several arrow-heads, &c., found. 

7. Tlio foundations are still soon at tlie back of the Castlo, lacing the Asylum. 

8. Tlie Round Towor, in the Bowling Grocn, and the ruins of the two Turrets in 
the gardens of the Castle House. 

9. This tower is sometimes called the Water Tower, from its having been erected 
to secure the principal spring which supplied the ancient town, a very copious one of 
very good hard water. This well is now about thirty-five feet deep. Its origmal 
dopth may have been forty feet, or, perhaps, not more than twelve yards. A flight of 
stone steps, winding down the outside, descends to the bottom of the well, which is 
now perfectly dry, the spring having been diverted to the outside, (by undermining,) 
were it still partially supplies the town, and feeds the ancient Caatle Bath, which is 
still used for the purpose of bathing. The mounds thrown up by the Parliamen- 
tary Army, for the purpose of battering this tower, are still visible in the field at its 
foot The walls are eight feet in thickness, being an hexagonal structure, the rock 
against which it is built answering for one of the six sides. In a M.S. in the 
British Museum, Col. Mytton is made to say, " These are mounts raised round 
about it, and approaches for battering a tower, called the Goblin Tower, hoping there- 
by to deprive them of benefit of a well in that tower, which if we can attain, we 
may then soon expect the Castle, through want of water, they haviqg but one well 
more, which is usually, as is reported, dry in June or July, every summer." But it 
should also bo observed that the Castle was likewise supplied from a reservoir yet 
visible in the Foot Fielde, by means of wooden pipes, (which have at different 
times been dug up,) and pumped into a small triangular roservoir still seen at the 
south eastern angle of the inner ward of the Castle adjoiniog the Bowling Green. It 
is also called the Bloody Tbtrer. — See Page 44. 
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31 of H : 6» before Ffoulk Eytou, Mene^ehall of the illaBtrioos Richard 
Duke of Torky of hia Lordahippe of Denbigh/* 

10. This tower crowns a high predpioe between the Gbblin Tower and the North-eas- 
tern Tower. Why it is called the Countess Tower is not known, but the author's 
conjecture is, that it derives its name from the Countess of Salisbury, Henry de La- 
cy's lady. Possibly» it was her summer-house, whore she ei\joyed the delights of the 
surrounding scenery in security. The walb of the lower story are five feet in 
thickness, while those of the story above are only half that thickness, and appear to 
have been raised upon a more ancient wall. Abovei, the wall becomes still less in 
thickness. From the hdb that there are no remsins of any stone stair-case the 
author conjectures that the upper wall was merely a parapet. This is a double 
tower, with a small square adjoining tower, on the south side, but with no internal 
communication. This was, probably, occupied by her sentinels and body-guard. 

11. The tower in Bryn y Pare, also called the Narth-eastem Tower. It was once 
hihabited, and has a water closet, like all the rest. Some years back, a square shaft 
of great depth was openedi having been evidently constructed for the convenience 
alluded to. 

13. It is now difficult to say for what purpose a draw-bridge was constructed at the 
Grand Entrance, although there was a small moat. A parapet wall or pier, apparently 
coeval with the Castle itself, now carries the road across this little moat, so that a 
" draught-bridge " appears to have been more a matter of ardiitecturaiybrm tiiau 
anything else. We can easily conceive that large draw-bridges would be required 
to cross tlie great moat on the south side of the Castle. 

13. The ruin of the Great Chamber, also called the Green Chamber, or the 
Queen's Chamber, stands at the south-eastern angle of the Great Court. 

14. The eastern wall plainly shows where the Groat Hall stood, 1. e. immediately 
adjoining the Green Chamber, on the north side of the latter. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



DENBIGH UNDER ROBERT DUDLEY. 



** Proud Dudlej hdd a whUe thU noble fort. 
With cruel art* he fleee*d lu fair domaio ; 

And Sal'«bury*a aoni, who dar'd to make retort, 
Were fidsely charged, and then as baady elain." 



Pennant says, "Queen Elizabeth, in 1563, bestowed Denbigh, as 
a most valuable gift, on her unmerited minion, Itobert Dudley, Earl 
of Leicester," but J. R. Feamside, Esq., of the Office of Land Reve- 
nue Record, in his Report of the 1 1th September, 1852, says, **A small 
portion, towards the Town, was erected during the period that the 
Castle was in the possession of the Earl of Leicester, to whom Queen 
Elizabeth sold it. It, however, remained but a few years out of the 
Crown's possession, for, on the death of the said Earl, she resumed 
possession in part liquidation of a debt due from him to the Crown." 

The following extracts will show the condition of the Castle when 
Leicester got it, and give the reader an idea of what this noble for- 
tress once was : — 

*'The Survey of the Queen's Highness' Castle of Denbigh, &c., taken 
and viewed by the Jurors, subscribed the 6ih day of Dec., in the 4th 
year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, A.D. 1462: — ^First,the s^ Jurors 
do present that the Castle of Denbigh standeth upon a Rock of very 
good foundation, upon the south side of the Town of Denbigh ; and 
they present that at the entry of the Castle Drawbridge^ which bridge 
is on the nortli part of the same Castle, there stand two stone walls in 
good reparation, viz., one wall on either side the way, at the same 
entry, next before the bridge, which walls contain in length six yards, 
and in height eight yards. The way before the bridge containeth four 
yards in breadth. And they present that the said drawbridge contain- 
eth in length twenty yards, and in breath three yards, falling in decay. 
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And they present that there is a princely and samptuoos Ga/e* 
hou9e, vaulted above with carved stone-work, being in length thir- 
teen yards, and in breadth ten yards ; the thickness of the wall of the 
said Gate-house containeth eight yards, being covered with lead and in 
sufficient reparation ; with also a portcullis over that gate, and two 
chambers next that gate, wherein the porter lodgeth in the one of them, 
and the other is a State PrUon gatehouse. 

And within the s^ Castle there stand eight fair towers, every tower 
distant from the other 30 yards, and the thickness of the walls, between 
every of those towers, contains four yards. 

And the first of the s^ towers, called Badness Tower, being on the 
south part of the s' gate, and being a round high tower, containeth 
seven yards in length, and six in breadth, having three heights foiling 
in decay, yet covered with lead. 

And next to that Tower, in the east part, is a fair chapel called the 
Queen* 8 Chapel^ seven yards in length, and five in breadth ; fiBiir, vaul- 
ted with stone, and covered with lead. 

And next to that the high round tower, called the Oreat Kitchen, 
with two great chimneys in the same, two ovens, and well covered with 
lead ; in breadth contains 15, and in length 16 yards. 

And next to that, being the third tower, called the White Chamber, 
being a very high round tower, contains, in length twelve, and in 
breadth twdve yards \ and of three heights, covered with lead, being 
ruinous. 

And a OaJlery, thirteen yards in length, and two in breadth, co- 
vered with lead. 

And a small turret called the Pitcherhome, being in utter decay. 

And a Oreat Chamber of stone- work with a vaulted cellar under- 
neath, in breadth 9, and in length 27 yards, two heights, of great 
timber, covered with lead, foiling in decay. 

And another fair high tower called Poetome Tower, in length 9, 
and in breadth 7 yards, four heights of timber, covered with lead, 
decayed. 

And a turret by that Postome (PoetemT) Tower, in breadth 3, 
and in length 3 yards, covered with lead, in utter decay. 

And a foir tower called the Treasure House, wherein are kept all 
the Records of the Lordship of Denbigh, in length 4, and in breadth 
3 yards, well covered with lead, and in good state. 

And the Tower next the Treasure House, in length 6, and in 
breadth 6 yards, of three heights, and covered with lead, falling in 
dicay. 
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And a tower culled the BUhop** Tower^ in length 6, and in breadth 4 
yards, of 3 heights, covered with lead, in utter decay. 

And a fair and high tower called the Red Tower, in length 9, and 
in breadth 9 yards» of three heights, covered with lead, and in good 
state. 

And a fair tower called Stavell Hole, wherein there is a Deep Dun- 
geon, with two fair Prison Chambers, and rooms over the same, well 
covered with lead. 

And the Outer Mantelei of that Castle, beginning at the tower 
called the Postome Gate, which tower containeth in length 10, and in 
breadth 7 yards, of 3 heights, covered with lead, with two drawbridges 
and portcullis over the same, covered with lead, fisdling to decay. 

And two little turrets in the mantelet, 3 yards in breadth, and 4 in 
length, sometime covered with lead, and now in utter ruin. 

And a fair tower called the Exchequer Tower, without the Castle, in 
length 15, and in breadUi 10 yards, of 2 heights, covered with lead, 
and now much in decay, with a fair Gate underneath. 

And another tower without the said Castle called the Chaplain*s 
Tower, in length 6, and in breadth 4 yards, covered with shingles, 
and in utter ruin. 

And the Green within the Castle, being a fair large Lawn, contains 
in length 84 yards, and in breadth 70 yards, with a ruinous Chapel, 
being upon that Green. The compass of that Castle, within the walls 
is 400 yards, the Walls of the Town adjoining, on both sides, to the 
Casde." 

The following survey of the Parks was made for the Earl of Leices- 
ter, on the 'M6th day of September, in the year of our Lord 1583 : — 

'* A Survey and Measurement of the Parks, &c., contains * * * 
farms belonging to the Barony of Denbigh * * * ^ * * possessions of 
the Rt. Honorable the Earl of Leycester, taken by his appointment, 
according to the measure of acres, allowed in the ancient extent of the 
s^ Barony, which is 18 feet and a half and an inch to the perch. 

By me 

TOBYE Mathbw." 

** The Castle of Denbigh and the base wall containeth within the 
10 acres of customary measure, in statue, 12 a. 2r. 29 p. 

A full description of the present ruin will be given in a subsequent 
chapter. 

Leicester sets about to repair the fortress as appears by — 

"An Order of Council to the Earl of Leicester, to the sheriffe — 
the proper p*sons are ordered to see that, all y* Walls in the Town 
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and the PriBonB, &c., are in repair, and to send y« acconte by the lat of 
febniarie. — Dec. 1595. 

Leicester evidently meditated great things for Denbigh, and, with 
thatyiew, he undertook the building of the "great unfinished church — 
Efflwya Dinhyeh na ddaeth hyth i ben," hoping, as some say, to be 
able to raise Denbigh to the dignity of an episcopal city, by obtaining 
the royal permission to remove the " bishop's throne*' — 

'< Hiroeaol gadair Aiaph" 
to his new cathedral as soon as it was finished, and thus to secure the 
glory of that great temple which he dedicated to the patron saint of 
Wales, as a propitiation for all his sins — that house which he built by 
the might of his power, and for the honour of his memory throughout 
all ages. Tradition, which ever delights in the marvellous and the 
fabulous, tells us that tliis great building could not be completed, being 
a vain-glorious undertaking, like the Tower of Babel ; that the plan 
and site met the disapproval of Heaven, and that whatever portion was 
finished in the day time, it was pulled down and carried to another 
place at night, by some invisible hand of supernatural power. 

It may have been true enough that Leicester's enemies, a sufficient 
number of whom his avarice, rapacity, and cruelty to the Salusburies 
soon created for him, did pull down portions of the building at night, 
by way of revenge. 

Dudley may also be considered as tlie builder of our old Town Hall, 
as appears from — 

'' A Lettre from y^ Earle of Leycester to y^ Bishop of Saint Asaph, 
and Jo" Salnsbury, Ellis Price, and the rest of y« lustices of y* Coun- 
ty of Denbigh recomraendinge it to them to levye monie towardes 
building a new Shire Hall in Denbigh." — 

cc^th ifiy rigiit hartie commenda^ons. Whereby commission from the 
Council of the Marches, order was directed unto youc for the ccassing 
and leavinge of certayne sommes of monie towardes the bnylding of a 
new shire hall w^in the Towne of Denbighe, wherein the Officers and 
inhabitants of the said Towne are greatlie desyrous to procede w^ 
some expedition, in respect y^ is a thinge so nedefull vnto them, as al- 
so expedient and necessarie for all the inhabitants of that whole Coun- 
tie. I have thought good by these fewe {lines omitted) to commende 
unto your carefuU travayle the furtherance of this tlieir good inten- 
tions, which for mine owne parte, I have so greate lyking that 
towarde the same, I have freelie bestowed vppon them suche a plott 
of grounde w^in the Towne for the said hall to be erected on, as by 
mine officers iheare, w'^ consente of the inhabitants, shall be found 
most mete and convenient for that purpose. I do therefore in lyke 
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mann' hartliepray youe, on whom the deapatch doea chieflie depende, 

ihatleayying of this said monie, youe will give them spediest fiirther- 

anoe yoa maie. And so I bid yoae right hartlie &rewell* From the 

Gonrte the zri^ of March. 1571. 

Yo Tearie firend 

B. Leycbster." 

Pennant obterrea that " Leicester soon made the country feel the 
weight of his oppression. Notwithstanding the tenants made him a 
present of iB2000« at his first entrance into the lordship, he remained 
unsatisfied. He constrained the freeholders to raise the old rents of 
i8250 a-year to 8 or i6900, and at his will inclosed the waste lands, 
to the injury of the tenants, who, offended at his rapacity, rose, and 
levelled his encroachments. This was construed into riot and rebel- 
lion. Two hopeful young men of the house of lieweni were taken 
to Shrewsbury, tried, and executed there, for the pretended offence. 
He had the insolence eren to mortgage the manor to some merchants 
of London, and I apprehend tricked them for their credulity. The 
various disorders which arose from those practices were so great that 
Elizabeth interposed, and by charter confirmed the quiet possession of 
the tenants, and allayed the discontents." * 

The following letter may be taken as " a fair specimen '* of the ty- 
ranny which Leicester sought to exercise over his Denbigh vassals, and 
of the contempt in which they held him, when they returned Mr. Rich- 
ard Candish as their representative to parliament, and rejected their 
lord^s nominee : — 

''A Jj* sent from y* Earle of Leycester to y* Bayliffes, Aldermen, and 
Burgesses, greatlie blaminge them for makinge choyce of the Burgess 
to y« Parliam^ without his lordshippe*s consente, and commandinge 
them to allter theire elecione, and to choose Henrie Dynne. 

I bane bene latlie advertised how small considera^on youe have had 

of y* L** I wrote vnto youe for y* nomynasion of yo' burges, whereat 

as I cannot but greatlie mervayle (in respect I am yo' L. and youe ray 

tenants, as allsoe the manie goode toumes and commodaties wdi I 

have bene allwayes willinge to procure youe for the benefitte of yo' 

whole state) soe do I take the same in so— and will yt so vnthankfullie, 

as if youe doe not vppon receite hereof p'sentlie reuoke the same, and 

appoynt suche one as I shall nomynate, namelie Henry Dynne, be ye 

well assured neuer to loke for any ffriendshipc, or favo' at my hande in 

* These were again excited in the r&ga of Idng William III. by the vast grant 
made to the Earl of Portland. The same ferments arose, and the same meana were 
used to allay them. This, and the other great manors of Bromfield and Yale, still re- 
main in the crown, and are peaceably saperintended by a steward appointed by the 
Queen. 



ANCIENT AND MODERN DENBIGH. 99 

any yo' affiiyrea hereafter ; not for any great acoompt I make of y* 
thinge, but for that I would not it shou'd be thought that I have aoe 
small regarde borne me at yo^ hiuides, who are bounden to owe (asyo' 
L.) thus muche dutie as to knowe myne aduice and pleasure. It will 
haplie be alleadged, that yo' choyce was made before the receipt of my 
Tjn». In relic I would litlc liauc tlioughtc that youe would hauc bene soc 
forgetful!, or rather carelesse of me as before yo' deci9on not to make 
me privie thereto, or at the leaste to haue some desire of myne aduise 
therein (hanng tyme ynoughe aoe to doe) but aa youe haue yo'selfes 
thus rashlie proceded herein without myne assent, soe haue I thoughte 
good to Bignifie vnto youe, that I mean not to take it in anywise at * 
yor handes, and therefore wysh youe more adusiedlie to consider hereof, 
and to deale with me as maye continue my fav^ towards youe, other- 
wise loke for no faY' at my handes : and soe fare y« well. From y* 
Court, this kst daie of Aprill, 1572." 

Leicester's authority in Wales was most extensive. By the queen's 
letters patent, he was appointed Chief-ranger of the Koyal Forest of 
Snowdon, which he extended to Merionethshire, and across the straits 
to Anglesea ! " He tyrannized with great insolence over those coun- 
ties," says Pennant. ** A set of informers immediately acquainted 
him, that most of the freeholders' estates might be brought within 
the boundaries. Commissioners were appointed to enquire into the 
encroachments and concealment of lands within the forest. Juries 
were empannelled ; but their returns were rejected by the commission- 
ers, as unfavourable to the Earl's designs. The jurors performed an 
honest part, and returned a verdict for the country." The only man 
who dared ip oppose Ijcicester's rapacity with determination, was Sir 
Richard Bulkeley of Baron Hill. A packed-jury was directed to ap- 
pear at Beaumaris, who went on the same day to view the marsh of 
Malltraeth, &c., and found that marsh to be in the Forest of Snowdon, 
although divided from the forest by an arm of the sea, because they 
found, by A record stolen from the Exchequer at Carnarvon, that a stag 
had been roused in the Forest of Snowdon, and pursued to the banks 
of the Menai ; that it swam across the straits, and was killed at Mall- 
traedi — Infra Forestam nostram de Snoudon. The jury appeared 
in the Earl's livery, with ragged staves on their sleeves, and were 
ever after called the Black Jun/, who sold their country to the Lord of 
Denbigh. Sir Richard laid before the queen the " Griefcs of her MaU» 
loyall Welsh subjectes," who, by her proclamation at Westminster, re- 
called the commission, in 1579. Leicester sought his revenge by accus- 
ing Sir Richard of high treason, upon a false information of one Woods 
of Rhosmor, who stated that a little before the execution of Thos. 
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Saliiabury of Lleweni, as an accomplice of Anthony Babington^ Sir 

Richard had been in Snowdonia conferring with him at a farm of Sir 

Itichard's, where it was said they had slept together two or three nights. 

Sir Richard resolutely denied it. '* And when y* Earle, at y^ tyme p'si- 

dent of y^ Queen's Counsill, did seueralie inforce it ag^ him> he tould 

y^ Earle to his face, ' Yo, father, and y* uerie same men as nowe in- 

forme ag^ me, were like to endoc my father : for upon y^ death of K. 

Edw. VI., by lettres from yo' father, he was commanded to prodayme 

Queue Jane, and to muster y* countrie ; w^ he did accordinghe, and 

had not my mother bene one of Quene Marie's maides of honor, he 

had come to greate trouble and danger.' Hearing this, the council rose 

up, and Sir Richard went away. * The Lorde of Denbygh' hastened to 

tell the * Quene' that they had been examining Sir Bichard Bulkeley 

on some matters of treason ; tliat they found that he was a dangerous 

person in the state, coming from a suspicious comer of the empire, and 

that he thought they must commit him to the Tower. 'What? Sir 

Richard,' sayd y* Quene, <he neuer intended ys any harm. We have 

brought him vp from a boy, and have speciall tryal of his fidelitie ; 

you shall not comitt him.' * Wc,' sayd y« Earle, * have y* care of yo' 

mat^^ p'son, and see and heare more of y^ man than you doe : he is 

an aspiringe mind, and lives in a remote place. 'Before God,' rcply- 

cd y*' Queue, wcwill be swornc vppon y® llolie EunngcliBts, he never 

intended vs any harm.' And soe ran to y^ Bible and kissed it, saying, 

' You shall not comitt him, we have brought him vp from a boy.' 

Then y« Lordes of y« Counsill wrote a lettrc to Dr. Hughe Ballot, 

Ix)rde Bishoppe of Bangor, to examine y« truth of y* chardge layd ag* 

Sir Richard, w^ y* Bishoppe found to be falsei and soe cerdfyed 

to y^ counsill, &c., to the Queues ma^^ contente, and to y* abundant 

ioye of Ids countrie, and aflterwards diverse of y* Lordes of y^ counsill 

wrote lettres to y< iustices of assize of Northwalles, to publish Sir 

Richard's wrongs, and notifie to the Queue's subiects his cleare inno« 

cense." ' 

Lord Denbigh next sought Sir Richard's life, and sent one 
Green* to challenge him to fight a duel with one Bromfield, an old 
pensioner, who dared Sir Richard to meet him in the field. ** Haue 
you any other errand ? quoth Sir Richard, * No,' sayd Greene. Then 
S' Richard drew his dagger and broke Greene's pate, tcHinge him to 
carrie that home for his answcrc. Then Bromfield, Greene, and 
others, his retayncrs, plotted mischief to y<* p*son of S' Richard ; but 
he stood vppon his gard, kcepinge allwa^'es twentie-four stowt men, 
with swordcs, bucklers, and daggers to defend him, &c. They even 

* The Greens are ttill resident in these parts of Wales. 
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followed liim to London. *' They hyrcd boatcs and wherrys vppon y* 
Thames, with y^ dcsigne to drownc S' Richard as he nh^ goe from 
London to Westminster ; but he beinge privatlie informed thereof, 
borrowed y*' Lorde maior of London's barge, and furnished it with 
men, musquetts, bulletts, drums, and trumpetts, and rowed along y" 
Thames, shott y« bridge, and went downe to Grenewich, where y* 
Queue kept her courte att y^ time, and att y^ landinge place over ag* 
y* Palace, he caused his companie to dischardge theire musquctts, to 
beate theire drums and sound theire trumpetts. Y* Earle of Leyces- 
ter hearinge thereof, repayred to y« Queue, and tould her y^ S' Rich- 
ard Bulkeley, more like a rebell than her subiect, had come with men, 
musquetts, drums, ai|d trumpetts^ and had shott seuerall tymes oyer ag^ 
her ma^^ palace, to y^ great terror of her courte. Y° Queue sent for 
S' Richard and made y^ Earle firiends with him. With^ a while after, 
y« Earle sent for Sr Richard into his chambre, who comminge thither, 
y« Earle began to complayne of y* seuerall wrongs w<^ he pretend- 
ed to haue suffered att his hands, and that he had lost j6 10,000 by his 
opposi9on. Sir Richard was then bidden to dinner, *' but he did eate 
or drink nothinge, saue what he saw y* earle taat^ remem'bring S' 
NicP Throgmorton, who was sayd to haue receiued a figg att his table." 
Leicester became implicated in a conspiracy against Sir Wm. Cecill, 
with the ulterior yiew of restoring popery, being, at heart, an enemy 
to the Protestant religion. His confederates were Roberto Ridolfi, a 
Florentine, the Earls of Derby, Shrewsbury, Pembroke, and Nor- 
thumberland, with the Duke of Alya, ** and the Pope at the bottom.'* 
These nobles, upon friyolous pretences, absented themselyes from the 
Queen's council, to ayoid taking part in a debate upon the capture 
and reprisal of certain Spanish merchantmen, respecting which Sir 
Rich. Clough was one of the first to giye notice by his emissary. Lei- 
cester ayailed himself of a slight cold to stay from the council for 
many days, but it was preconcerted that on Ash-Wednesday he should 
enter the queen's apartment a little before supper time, when CeciU, 
Norfolk, and others, would be present. Perceiving them assemble, 
her majesty naturally made some obseryations upon tlie diJfficulty she 
had lately experienced in obtaining their attendance at the councill 
table, when Leicester, with much feigned humility and feeling, told 
her majesty that he spoke the sentiments of the whole nation when 
he deprecated, with severe comment, the measures of her ministers. 
Elizabeth grew angry, on which the Duke of Norfolk remarked aloud to 
the other noblemen present that if Leicester was sent to the Tower he 
should not go alone. They all demanded an account of Cecill*s admin- 
istration for the last eight years. The Romish party now entered into 
o 2 
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negociations with France, Spain> and the Netherlands, inciting them to 
make a grand attack upon England ; and worked upon the hopea of 
the Roman CathohcB of Ireland and Scotland, so as to bring those 
countries to the verge of open rebellion. The storm, however, by the 
wisdom of the goverment blew over, and the plans of the ^* Lord of Den- 
bigh" came to nought. 

It is said that he had married a yeoman's daughter, who was a 
beautiful person ; but that he deserted her, and finally procured her 
death, in the hope of gaining the queen's hand. The reader has pro- 
bably read Sir Walter Scott's Kenilworth, or heard of Cumnor Hall, 
where Dudley's forsaken mistress, or, rather, hapless spouse, pined 
away unregarded, and finally met her tragical eivd, so expressively de- 
scribed by Mickle. — 

" Ldoester/' she cried, "la thia thy lore 

That thoa so oft haat swotn to mo, 
To Imto me in this lonely grave 

Immured in ahamefiil privity ? 

* « * « « 

Ym ! now selected, and dospiaed. 
The roae is pale, tho lily's duad. 
But he that once their charms so prized 

Is sure tho cause those charms are fled. 

* « « « * 

But Leicester (or I much am wrong) 

It is not beauty bares thy vows ; 
Rather ambition's gilded enmrn 

Makes thee forget thy humble spouse. 

Then, Leicester, why ? — again I plead, 

(The ii^ured sorely may repine^) 
Why didst thou wed a ooun^ inaid 

When some fidr princess might be thine ? 

* * * « « 

Nor, cruel Earl ! can I enjoy 

The humble cliarms of solitude ; 
Your minioos proud my peace dcirtroy 

By sullen frowns, and pratings rude. 

***** 

My spirits flag, my hopes decay, 
StiU that diead death-bell smites my ear— 
And many a body seems to say, 

' Countess prepare — ^thy death is nesr.' 

***** 

And ere the dawn of day appeared. 

In Cumnor Hall, so lone and drear, 
Full many a piercing scream was heard. 

And many a ay of mortal fear. 

***** 

The mastiff howled at village door, , 

The oaks were ehattered on the green. 

Woo was tho hour I for never more 

That hapless Counteis there was seen. 
*****. 
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Full many a traveller lias sighed, 

And pensive wept tlie Countess' hVi, 
As wandering onwards tlicy'vc ospial 

The haunted towers of Cumnor Hall." 

The Earl, doubtless^ grounded liis criminal and ambitious ho][)e8 
upon the favours and familiarity which the great queen, in her weak 
admiration of masculine beauty and gallantry, apart from all virtue or 
merit, imprudently shewed to such worthless minions as himself. Thus 
Elizabeth visited Leicester in state, attended by thirty-one barons, 
besides the ladies of her court, and four hundred servants. The fes- 
tival lasted seventeen days, at an expense estimated at j6 1,000 per day 
— a very large sum in those days. All the persons in waiting were 
dothed in velvet ; ten oxen were slaughtered every morning ; and the 
consumption of wine is said to have been sixteen hogsheads daily, 
with forty hogsheads of beer. Her Majesty was also entertained with 
tilting, tournaments, tumbling, rope-dancing, racing, fire-works, 
morris-dancing, cock-fighting, buU-baitings, prize-fighting, and other 
innocent games and amusements, characteristic of the half-savage 
" taste" of the age. 

Leicester died in October, 1588, and Denbigh was relieved from his 
oppressive yoke. 

''An Inventorie, taken the 23rd doic of Aprill, 1596, of all the 
goodes of the right honorable Countess of Leycester, &c. : 1 1 pictures 
of my Lorde of Leycester, xii s. iiij d ; 1 picture of the Lordc of Den- 
bigh." 

In A.D. 1575, there was a great earthquake at Denbigh. Speed 
teUs us that the Town Hall bell toUed twice. Three rather severe 
shocks were felt so lately as 1852. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



CORPORATE RBCORDSc 



Having thuB endeavoured to remove, in some measure, the obscurity 
^i^'liicli had hitherto veiled the early history of this interesting locality, 
its connection with the ancient Britons, and its Soman, Saxon, and 
Norman invaders; — to shovr what relation it bore to the last war of 
Welsh independence, and the final conquest of Wales ; — to exhibit 
its importance as a fortress and Anglo-Norman colony, planted for 
the purpose of maintaining the authority of England in subjugated but 
still rebellious Wales; — to skctdi out the character, exploits, life, and 
family connections of those mighty feudal barons, and pampered pets 
of royalty, who once held this ancient stronghold, and figured as its 
lords and military governors, we now come to its more domestic 
municipal history, during the last three centuries. 

Denbigh, in the reign of Elizabeth, was a town of very considerable 
importance, and the civic offices were filled by men of no mean reputa- 
tion. It is thus described by the celebrated native antiquary and his- 
torian, Humphrey Uoyd, who lived here at tliat time : — " This fine 
town, being compassed well nigh about with very fair parks, and 
standing in the entrance of an exceeding pleasant valley, aboundetli 
plentifully with all things that are necessary to the use of man. The 
hills yield flesh and wliite meats. The most fertile valley, very good 
com and grass. The sweet rivers, with the sea at hand, minister all 
sorts of fish and fowl. Strange wines come thither fortli of Spain, 
France, and Greece, abundantly. And being the chief town of the 
shire, standing in the very middle of the country, it is a great market 
town, famous and much frequented with wares and people from all 
parts of North Wales. The indwellers have the use of both tongues, 
and, being endued by the kings of England with many privileges 
and liberties, are ruled by their own laws." 
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It 18 much to be regretted that the first Tolaroe of the Corporate 
Records is lost ; the second Yolume commences with the close of the 
sixteenth century. 

« OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE CORPORATION. 

UNDER THE CHARTER OF ELIZABETH, 

1597. 
ALDERMEN AND CAPITALL BURGESSES. 

Mr. Hugh MidUeton, Cittizen and Gkmldsmythe of Loudon, 

and one of the Merchant Adventurers of England ; 
Mr. John Drihyrste, Gentleman. 

BAILIFE8, ESCHEATORS, AND CAPITALL BURGESSES. 
Mr. Robert Lathom, Mr. Richard Cloughe. 

CAPITALL BURGESSES* OR COMMON COUNCIL. 

Richard Lloyd, John Mershe, 

Robert Salusbory, senior, Hugh Hughes, 

Ffoulk Mid'leton, Humfrey Cloughe, 

Humfrey Dolben, John Chambers, 

Thomas Lloid, Piers lioid, senior, 

Willm. Knowles, Timothie Barker, 

John ap Rees Price, Hugh Pigot, 

Henry Rutter, senior, Robert Lloid, 

Bauid ap leuan, Thomas Drihyrst, 

Hugh Cloughe, Hugh Parry, 

Robert Knowles. 

Robert Salusbury & Ffoulk Mid'leton, Coronerg, 

John Panton, Recorder, 

Hugh Hughes, Treasurer, 

Henry Widton, Ffoulk Pigot, Sergeantes, 

HIOHE CONSTABLES. 

Thomas Knowles, Hugh ap Ellise, 

John Thomas, John ap Llewelyn. 

John ap Ellise, Roger Barker, Churehrwardens, 
Robert Merton, Richard Price, Leave4ooker9,** 

A few extracts from the " Bye-Laws passed under the Charter of 
Elizabeth," may interest the reader. It was enacted that '* The sonne 
of a freeman seruinge apprentishipp in any other towne corporat 
shalbe free of his trade in this towne, as if he had serued heere." 

''All apprentizes to seme theare apprentishippes w^^out fraude or 
covine." 

" Suche children as are borne unto foriners, before they are swome 
burgesses, haue no benefitt of their father's freedom.'* 

" For the auoydinge of drunkeness, ryot, exessive expenses and 
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felonea, w^^ be the very roote and springe of difrenoes, breach of peace, 
cause of sedition, thefte, murder, and such detestable ennormitiesy we 
do order, by the assente and consente before said, that no inhabitante 
of this towue or the lib* ties thereof do from hensfurthe mayntaine, 
receeve, or su£fer any felo, or suspicious p^son, any laborer by the daie 
or weeke, any servant, joumeyma', apprentize, or man's child to 
tiple, drinke, play at cardea, dice, tables, or any other ynlawfuU game 
or games w^n thare houses after iz of the docke at thaftemoone, 
vpp* payne and forfeit, for evry defalte. Ills. 1111 d." 

That all women of loose character were to be imprisoned, and the 
next day carted through tlie town ; and, at Town's End, banished for 
ever. 

These Bye-laws bear the signature of Sir Hugh Myddelton. 

The following resolution of the council shows the third law in opc« 
ration : — 

'* Marche, 1613. Willm. Strutt, smith, was, by the consent of the 
officers and greater number of the capitall burgesses, admitted and 
sworne free of this towne vpon the request of me John Salusbury, 
Esquier, conditionally that the children of the said Strutt, viz., such 
as were borne at the time of his admittans to the freedom of this town, 
shall not, at any tyme, have the benefitt of the freedom or burgeshipe 
of this town by reason of this thare father's admittans." 

The reader has been told that all, except free-born burgesses, 
were designated /oreigners, hence he will understand the following 
memoranda : — " xxix^*^ Marche, 1614, John Ffoulke, sonne of Ffoulke 
ap Griffith, a forxner^ and having serued 7 years as apprentice to 
Ilobert ap John, taylor ; John Lloyd, sonne and heire to Blr. John 
Lloyd of Brynllyarth, beinge ^foriner ; fiobt. ap Dauid, being Kfori" 
ner ; Rces Jones, sonne to John ap William Vauglu&n, beinge a fori'- 
ner, were admitted." — ''xi^^ Julie, 161ii, John Hughes, one of the 
attorneys attendinge his Ma^^ Counsell of the Marches of Wales, 
beinge fiforiner^ was admitted." 

The term "forineri* was especially applied to Welshmen. The 
early kings of England never intended that they should enjoy those 
mnncipal privileges which tliey conferred upon the burgesses, with the 
express proviso of their '' being Englishmen ;" and, indeed, tlie nu- 
merous English surnames borne by the freeman in those days, as 
Peake, Pigot, Panton, Heaton, Lathom, Dryhurst, Rosindale, Knowles, 
Gamnet, Chambres, Mcrshe, Mcrton, Swayne, Smyth, Twiston, 
Billingc, Buncom, Brereton, Lancaster, Howard, Clough, Ravenscroft, 
Stoddard, Whitley, Phivian, Raynolds, Preston, Yeyner, Beswick, 
Fletcher, Shair, Challenor, Knowsley, Strutt, Jackson, Patton, Carter, 
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Barchenshaw, Eves, Hookes, Barrow, Tyrcby, Browne, Litton, Cot- 
trel, Aahpoole^ Cotton, Sneade, Chapman^ Hilton, Young, &c., prove 
them to be, at least, of English extraction. It does not, indeed, appear 
that Denbigh was as exclusively English, as '' the Three Englishe 
Townes of Northwalles — Conwey, Carnarvon, and Beaumares." The 
Welsh element has now nearly absorbed the whole, although a few 
" Saxon" names have survived to our time, and the English tongue is 
still partially spoken. 

" Forineri* were charged £o for their admission ; a large sum in 
those days. It was, however, sometimes remitted upon the request 
of some "great man." 

" The xiii^ Daye of October, 1618, Hugh Pennant, Esquiere, sonne to 
Hugh Pennant of Bychton, (an ancestor of the historian) in the coun- 
tie of Fflint, gentleman, beinge n/ariner, was dected and chosen a bur- 
gess of this towne by the consent of the said Aldermen and Bailifies, 
and the greater number of the Capitall Burgesses, and paid for his ad- 
mittance, 5^." 

''Thexxvi^ Daye of October, 1618, John Lloyd swome a burgess, 
and paied for his freedome five pownds, w^ money was gieven him 
vppon a request by letter to the nowe officers of the towne, in his be- 
halfe, by the Bight honorable William lorde Crompton, Earle of Nor- 
thampton, and Lord President of the Marches of Wales." 

The following resolution proves that the corporate authorities of 
those days had some music in their souls : — ''xiiij. Day December, 
1620, Robt Maylan of Llanyckil, in the county of Merioneth, harper, 
was admitted and swome a burgess vpon the request of Peter Mutton, 
Esquier ; and the sayd Robt. doth duly covenant with the officers, &c., 
that he, vppon request, shall exercise his arte to the creadit of the 
towne." 

It would seem that the freedom was frequently given to professional 
men upon such conditions as appeared to conduce to the benefit 
or credit of the borough -.—" The xix Day of May, 1607. This day the 
aforesaid Hugh Parry, surgeon, who had served as apprentice with 
David ap Griffith, alias David Vethig, (Dafydd Feddyg,) was admitted 
and swome a burgess, and fifty-three shillings and fouerpence, due vpon 
him to this towne of Denbigh, was remitted and forgeaven vnto him, 
vpon this condi9one following, to wit : — ^The said Hugh Parry did geave 
his voluntary assent and consent, viz., that the said Hugh Parry shall 
and will at all times heereafter and from time to time, heale and cure 
every burges dwelling in the said towne and liberties, taking such wages 
for every the said cures as the Alderman, Baylifies, and Capitall Bur- 
gesses for the time bebge, or greater number of them, &c., shall award 



108 ANCIENT AND MODERN DENBIGH* 

and sett downe unto the said Hugh Parry." He was afterwarda made 
a capital burgess, and succeeded in the town council by Mr. W. Myddle- 
ton> haberdasher. Thos. BartholomeWy surgeon, waa admitted upon 
the same condition, in 1618. 

" Mr. Richard Johnes, Scoole Mr., waa swome bulges, in considera- 
tion that he would preach onst every quarter of a year.*' This gentle- 
man died Aug. 14th, 1673, aa appears by the inscription on hb tomb. 

This appears to have been a custom from the following agreement : 
— " I, Thomas Jones, Rector of Clockaynog, being admitted burges of 
the town and borough of Denbigh, doe, in considera^n tliereof, pro- 
mise to bestow my labour in preaching at St. Hillary's Chappell, or 
Whitchurch, quarterly, &c." 

In 167 1, we find Robt. Maurice, baker, paying £2. Ss. 6d« more than 
the fee for his freedom towards y« repayriug y* clocke next fayre day." 

Sometimes the freedom was granted in consideration or grateful 
acknowledgement of some service done to the borough. " Primo Die 
Maii, 1617, John Lloyd of Wickwer, gentleman, bemge aderke atten- 
dinge his Ma*^ Counsell of the Marches, and one of the Attorneys of 
the Great Sessions," was admitted, &c., *^ in considera9on that he hath 
been allways willinge and readie to defend tlie state of this towne, 
&c." 

The borough jailor was, perlmps, always admitted to the freedom 
gratis. " 1620, Thomas ap RobU Wynne, gaoler of this town of Den- 
bigh, beinge a foriner, was admitted, &c." It would seem that burgesses 
considered the office dishonourable ; hence it was generally held by 
«' foriners." 

It would appear that family connections were sometimes consider- 
ed aufficient grounds for admission, as in the following case ; — Ffoulke 
Salusbury, Cittizen, and Ironmonger of the Citty of Chester, beinge a 
foriner, was admitted and swome gratis, &c." 

Again, we find that the freedom of the borough was gratuitously 
conferred upon, or presented to persons of distinction. '* 5th. day Sep- 
tember, 1630. Hugh Lloid of Foxhall, Henry Myddleton, son of Sir 
Hugh; Piers Ffoulke, Erriviatt; John Parry, gent., John Lewis, Cittizen 
and gouldsmyth, of London ; Robt. Newell, cittizen and Merchant Tay- 
lor of London, were admitted, &c. September 1 0th, 1632, Sir Thomas 
Saluabury, baronctt, and John Maynard, knight of the Noble Order of 
the Bath, sworn ; Sir Edward Lloyd of Berth Lwyd, Knight ; William 
Roberts, Doctor in Divinitie, Cup-almoner to the king's most excellent 
ma^ ; John Witterangle, Esq., John Salusbury, sonne and heir to John 
Saluabury of Batliegraig, Esq. ; James Lloyd, brother to Sir Edward 
Lloyd; John Middleton, sonne and heir to William Myddleton; 
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Owaytienog, Esq. ; Robert Whitley, sonne and heir to Thomas Whitley 
of AshtoD} Esq. ; Arthur Wever, geiit.> John Jones of London, John 
Wynne, Esq., were swome, &c. ; Richj Salnsburie, Gierke, eldes tson 
to Sir Richard Salnsbnry ; and Symon Thellwall of Flas Ward, Esq., 
swome on the last day of March, 1 634 . Bobt. Mostyn, knt , and John 
Salusbury of Bathegraig, Esq., one for his ma*'* stewards for the Lorp. 
of Denbigh, the seayenth Day of July, 1635. John Wynne of Mday, 
Esq., 22nd Dec, 1653 ; and 4 July, 1665, Sir John Hewit of Hedley 
Hall, Bart. ; Sir Robert Cotton of Gombermeare, knight ; Mutton 
Davies, Esq. ; Robert Gheeke, Esq'., of Perche, in the Gounty of 
Essex ; Robert Lowe, Mr. of Arts, and fellow of Glare Hall in Gam- 
bridge; Eubulo Hughes of DcHserth, Esq., January, 166G. Thos. 
Griffith, son of George, Bish. of St. Asaph ; Hugh Groavcnor, son of 
Sir Rich. Grosyenor of Eyton, in the Goun. of Ghester.'' This was 
a custom from the earliest times. The freedom was presented to 
Dudley, Earl of Leicester ; and among the last personages of illus- 
trious birth or rank who had this mark of honour conferred upon 
them, were His late Royal Highness the Duke Sussex, and the late 
Lord Dinorben. 

Another custom of the olden time was, that eyery burgess, upon his 
admission, 'Spayed his Wyne/' that is, gaye a treat to the aldermen 
and council. ** 14th Sept., 1618, Robt. Prichard, cittizen and mer- 
cliant of London, paid his fFyne.** "Decimo quarto Die Decem***, 
1618, Thomas Billinge, sonne and heire of Robert Billinge, swome 
Burgesse the dale and yere afores'de, and paide for his admittance — 
Wffne" *' Edward Litton was admitted a freeman^ and paid his Wifne, 
yitk of June, 1653.** 

In time, a portion of the admission-fee was spent in drink, either at 
the Guildhall Tayem, or in the council chamber itself. Tliis practice, 
doubtless, was productiye of much eril, and drew rather hearily upon 
the ciyic purse, as the accompanying instances testify ; *' Eodem die 
et anno (July 9th, 1672), Richd. WiUiamB, sclater, son of Mr. Pro- 
bert, was admitted Burgess by paying xys., which he did in hand, and 
accordingly was swome, &c., and tooke the Oaths of Allegiance and 
Supemacye ; out of w«)> 15s, the liee of the peace had Is., and the mar- 
shall 6d. ; soe that the officers recey^ but 13s. 6d. ; 4s, whereof were 
epetU that daye in the hauee, th'other 9s. 6d. put in the chest." " Ed- 
ward Edwards, cowper, swome Aug. 16, 1672, and payd ten shillings 
3s. 6d. whereof was epent in the chamber, and 4s. 6d. payd for 
mending the waynsoot in y* haU, and the glasse windowes ; th*other 
2s. put in the chest," — for ''corporation dinners?" 

They were, at the same time, extremely loyal. " John Mackalin, a 
r 2 
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• 

Scottish pedier^ being a suspected persoD, trayailiDg thorow th*afow's'd 
town and burroughs was tendered the Oathes of Allegiance and Sup*- 
macye ; which, accordingly, he tooke upon his corporall oath, the 
Eight Day of March, in the m yeare of the raigne of Sd soyeraigne 
lord y« king" (Charles II). 

A letter from the King's Council, in 1680, requires that the corpo- 
rate officers should subscribe a declaration against the Solemn League 
and Convenant. 

Intemperance was one of the great yices of the age, in which all 
das'jes indulged ; patricians and plebeians mingled together as pot- 
companions, so that it was a matter of some difficulty to assemble 
men for any object but that of conyiyiaUty.* 

''At a Court of Conyocation, houlden the yiij Die of March, A^ Dm. 
1618, at the Shirehallin Denbighe, before the Aldermen, Bayliffes, and 
Com'on Counsell of the a!^ towne, &c., it was agreed and ordered, &c., 
by reason of often defaulte made of not appearance att meetinge, &c., 
that if anie of the said nomber of Officers or Capitall men, doe here- 
after make de&ulte of his or theire appearance, upon reasonable and 
lawfull sommance, &c., shall forfeite, &c., the somme of twelye pence, 
to be leavied by way of distresse of his or theire goodes." 

We haye said elsewhere that the parliamentarian party, of which 
Alderman Twystleton was the leader, when they had obtained the ascen- 
dancy in the town council, attempted the reformation of some corpo-. 
rate abuses. We shall here instance a few :— Large sums of the 
corporate money had been lent to &yourite parties on bond. These 
bonds were sometimes renewed, but the money seldom, or neyer re- 
funded.f Bespecting such debts, the following order was issued on 
the 17^ Day of Noyember, 1648. "Ordered y* y* serieants at mace 
doe summon from y* Aldermen, all p'sons y' are indebted in any 
summe of money whatsoeu' to this corporafOUt y« 28^ of this instant 
before them." 

Their next step was to institute an enquiry into the charities of 
the borough, and to carry out the object of an ** Inquisition of Charles 
I." See Public Charities. On the same day it was resolyed^ 

"That Mr. John Madocks be desired to sue out a comn for Pious Yses, 
for the Vse of this Corpora9on. That the gentlemen following be 
nominated Com" : the Aldermen for the time being, S'. Rich. Wynne, 
Knt. & Bar*, Beoorder ; Symon Thellwell ye Eld', Esq., and Sym. Thell- 
well y« young*', Esq. ; and now burgesse in this p'sent Parliam^ for this 
towne of Denbigh ; Coll. Thomas Bayenscroft, CoU. Jo» Carter, Edward 

* The flom of ;f 15 (qiurterly) was allowed for tlie ** Aldermen's Sessbiii' Dinner. 
On one occaiion, the bill amounted to £G8 14f. 
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Wynne of Uanganhavall, Jon. Wynne, and Ffouike Myddleton, Esqn. ; 
Thomas Myvod, Henry Ktiowsley, Wm. Lloyd, and Jo" Lloyd, Jentle- 
me''." This led to a decree still preserved among the muniments of the 
corporation, written upon an immense sheet of yellum, with the head- 
ing in Tery large ornamental characters, *' Oliver, Lord Protector of 
the Commonwealth of England, Scotland and Ireland, greeting, &c. 
Given at our Palace of Westminster, &c." with all the assumption of 
kingly power. 

Another ahuse which they sought to reform was the practice of certain 
burgesses living out of the borough, and the following resolution was 
adopted : — " That such Burgesses as absent themselves to auoyd the 
taxes duly falling upon the corporayon be summoned to appeare the 
nexed meeting to shew cause.'* 

The parliamentarians came into power in 1648. " 29o Septembris, 
1648, George Twystleton, Esqr., Governor of Denbigh Castle, and Cap- 
tain William Wynne were sworn Burgesses. The said George Twys- 
tleton was, the same day and yere above written, admitted and swome 
one of the capital burgesses of the said town, in the place of one John 
Salusbury, gent., lately deceased, &c. Municipal honours were so 
rapidly heaped upon him that he was made alderman the same year ; 
but was disfranchised thirteen years afterwards, as will appear from 
the accompanying notes. 

The Bailifis of Denbigh exercised the functions and enjoyed the 
commoD title of sheriffii, having the execution of all manner of writs, 
precepts, bills, and warrants of the several courts of Westminster and 
of all other justices whatsoever, &c., so that no high or under sheriff, 
bailiff, constable, or other officer from without might enter the said 
borough. All indictments went through the town-clerk^s office. 

By a determination of the House of Commons, in 1 / 41, the right of 
Toting for members of Parliament was restricted to burge99e9 resident 
within the borough. The avenues to the freedom were then effectu- 
ally closed against all persons whose political creed differed from 
that of the predominant party in the Town Coundl.§ 
CHIEF CORPORATB OFFICERS FROM ELIZABETH TO CROHWELL. 

ALDERMEN. BAILIFFS OR SHERIFFS. 

1596-7 Hugh MyddletoD, Jolm Dryhvnt Robert Lathom, Ricbd. dough. 

1598 Robert SnluBbury, Robert Lathom. How C1ough> Robt. Lloyd. 

1599 Richard Lloyd, Thomaa Lloyd. Henry RutUv, Hugh Ftirryo. 

f In time, these "histmments" became worthless; hence, wo find "old rotten 
bonds'' ordered to be put in the chest. 

$A fee of 10s. 6d., according to the parliamentary commissioners, used to be pay- 
able to the recorder or town clerk, and 2s. 6d. to the crier, on the admission of a 
capital burgess; and 28. $d., to the former, and Is. to the latter, on the adnussbn of 
a oomnm burgess* 
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1600 "WlDiam KnowloB, Robert Roftiiidall, JohnSmyUu^ PeenUojd. 

■UaiLk^d. 

1601 Robt. SaloBbitry, Robt. LatlMnn. Hii|^ Chmgh, Tbnotfaye Barker. 

1602 Hugh Cloagfa, David Llovd ap leam. Thomai Diihiint» Ridi. Price. 

1603 Hugh Myddleton, John Rich, donghe. Robt lioyd, Robt Knowiley. 

1604 Peers Lloyd, Robt Knowdey. Robt Saliubnry, John Mathewes. 

1605 Humphrey dough, Thomaa Drflnirtt Robt Uoyd, Robt Balnsbury. 

1606 John Dryhnrst Robt Balnabiiry. Richd. Price, John Llewelyn. 

1607 Bdward Saliubvry, John Price. John Lathom, Ffoulk Salosbniy. 

1608 John Mathewes, John Llewelyn. Robert Salosbory, John Salusbury. 

1609 John Diihorst, Ffonlke Salusbury. Edwd. Salusbury, John Smyth. 

1610 Robt Salusbury, John Salusbury. Robt Knowaley, John Uewelyn. 

1611 David Lloyd ap leuan, Robert Edward Salusbury, Ffoulk Pkmton. 

Knowsley. 

1612 Robt Salusbury, Ffoulk Panton. Robt Ltoyd, Anthony Mathewes. 

1613 Timothy Barker, Anthony Mathewes. WiUiam Merton, Oliver Lloyd. 

1614 Oliver Lbyd, William Merton. John Salusbury, Ffrannds TVyston. 

1615 David Lloyd ap Evan, Hugh Feirye. Robt Salusbury, John Mathewe. 

1616 Charles Middleton, Robt Salusbury. Ffoulk Penton, William Barker. 

1617 Rich. Price, Anthony Mathew. William Mereton, Foulke Salusbury. 

1618 Robt Knowsley, WiU. Barker. Will. Cloughe, John Lloyde. 

1619 John Salusbury, John Lloyd. Reynsld Rutter, John Lloyd. 

1620 Frands Twyston, Wm. Cbughe. Oliver Lloyd, William Davies. 

1621 Anthony Mathewe, W. Davies. Wm. Doulben, Fowlk Lloyd, 

1622 Wm. Doulben, Foulke Lloyd. John Salusbury, Thomas Eves. 

1623 Raynald Rutter, John Lloyd, Henry Thomas, Foulke Sahisbury. 

(Wickwer). 

1624 John Salusbury, Foulk Salusbury. Hugh Lloyd Rosindale, Rich. Dxihurst^ 

1625 Wm. Doulben, Rich. Drlhurst Foulke Panton, Rich. Price. 

1626 H. LI. Rosindale, Robt Knowsley. John Lloyd, Foulk Salusbury. 

1627 J. Uoyd (apThos,) Foulk Salusbury. John Davies, John Lloyd. 

1628 John Lloyd, Foulk Salusbury. John Salusbury, WilL Davies. 

1629 Will. Doulben, John Salusbury. Robt Knowaley, Rich. DouUmb* 

1630 Hugh Drihurst, Ridi. Drihurst Wm. Myddleton, Rich. Evans. 

1631 Hugh Lloyd, Wm. Myddleton. Foulke Salusbury, John Doulben. 

1632 John Lloyd, John Doulben. Wm. Davis, Rich. Uoyd. 

1633 Wm. Davies, Rich. Lloyd. Rich, dough, Thos. Salusbnrj.. 

1634 Sir Thomas Salusbury, Hugh Lloyd, Foulk Salusbury, Henry Salusbury. 

Fozhall. 

1635 Sir Thomas Salusbury, Hugh Lloyd. John Roberts, John Eves. 
1630 Sir T. Salusbury, Hugh Lloyd. Foulke Salusbury, John Evans. 

1637 Sir Thos. Salusbury, John Salusbury. John Lbyd, John Vaughan. 

1638 John Salusbury, lliomas Salusbury. Mathew Salusbury, John Madocks.. 

1639 Sir Thomas Salusbury, John Sains- Foulke Salusbury, Robt Fonlkes. 

bury. 

1640 John Roberts, John Evans. John Eves, Wm. diambres. 

1641 John Roberts, John Evans. Thomas Vaughan, Foulke Jones. 

1642 John Roberts, John Evans. Foulke Salud^uiy, Robert Parry. 

1643 John Evans, Robert Parry. John Jones, John Hughes. 

1644 Thomas Salusbury, Wm. Chambres. Thomas Taylor, Mathew Salusbury^ 

1645 Thomas Taylor, Mathewe Salusbury. Foulke Salusbury, John Hughes. 

1647 Robert Parrie, John Hughes. John Roberts, John Vaughan. 

1648 George TwisUeton, John Salusbury. John Roberts, John Vaughan.. 

1649 Seem to bo continued. 

1650 John Jones, John Vaughan. Foulke Salusbury, Foulke Jones. 

1651 Ffoulk Salusbury, John Maddocks. Richd. Lloyd, Humphrey Haward. 

The chief corporate offices ran in the same famiUes for ageg. 
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1661 Sir JotmSBhMbvrjfFoiinceMyddletoii. Jolm Jones, John Hogha. 

1662 Sir John Salnslniry.FoiilkeMjddleton. Robot Salosbnry, Fonlke Rimchom. 

1663 Tho«. M«thewe» Robort Salinbary. Edwd. Davies, John Lathom. 

1664 John Salnibory, Edwd. DsTiei. John Ckragh, Thomas Roberts. 

1665 Sir Rich. Wynne, Sir John Salnsbnrj. Robt. Roberts, Uagh Lloyd. 

1666 John Hughes, Thomss Roberts. Peter Lloyd, Foulke Davies. 

1667 John Ooagh, Robert Roberts. Msthew Salosbury, John Jones. 

1668 Mnttmi Da^ks, Fonlke Myddleton. Richd. Lloyd, John Latliom. 

1669 Roger Myddleton, PMer Lloyd. Humphrey Hawsrd, John Holies. 

For some notice of the Dtykmni fiunQy, see St. Hilary's Chapel, in a snbse- 
qnent chapter. 

The Laihomi took their name from Laikom, in Lsncsshire, and probably came 
here with De I^cy. Some fields on the way to 'Whitdrarch are stiU called Cseon 
Jjoikom, Lathom fields. 

For some notice of flie JLhffdM (Rosindale), see Fozhall. 

Some of the older inhabitants recollect the Rmiierg residing Iiere. The last was 
Mr. Rmiler, the celebrated snuff manufacturer, who removed to London. 

The JTnotolctet stm eiists. It has been a question whether the KtwwUtet and 
Kntnnlejfi were originally the same &mily, or not. The latter were so called from 
Kntnnlejf, in Lancashire, and the Ibrmer name seems to be a contraction of the 
latter. 

Smjftke, Bmylh, or Smith, is a name which firequently occurs in the corpo- 
rate records. 

Hu^h CUmffh who built Grore House, was '' Sir Richard's" brother. 

F\99ilk Sahubmy must have been, at one time, a most important man in the 
council^ and nothing could be done without his consent and assistance ; yet we find 
him "the 39 Day September, 28th yeare of the raigne of our Soveraigne Lord King 
Charies the Second, dlsfinnefaised for great contempt of ye Aldermen, Ac." 

The Dolbmu resided at Sqprwyd, where David Dolben was bom, in 1581 . He 
was educated at St. John's GoU^, Cambridge, where he proceeded regulariy thron|^ 
his degrees to that of doctor. He became a prebendsry of St. Asaph, and vicar of 
Hackney, in Middlesex ; and in 1 631 he was raised to the bishoprick of Bangor. He 
^Ued 2 years after his promotion (Nov. 1633), at his palace in Shoe Lane, and was 
Iraried in Hackney Church, where his monument is still seen with the arms of the 
•ee of Bangor empaling those of Dolben. Lady Emma Dolben was niece to this 
fwelate, and married Sb Wm. Williams, Solicitor General, and Speaker of the 
House of Commons, in the reigns of Chsrlos II. and James II. From this mar- 
riage the "Sir WatUns," of Wynnstay, the Sir Johns of Bodelwydden, and the 
Williamses of Penbedw, are descended. We take Dolben to be a purely Welsh 
name signifying daU head. 

Th§ *'MatknpH^' qf LUweny.^Vft find John Mathews Bailiff of Denbigh in 
1604, and Alderman in 1608. David Mathewe of Lleweny married Ann daughter 
of Sir Hugh Myddelton. It vppnn that the Mathewes were a veiy andent and 
noble femily, descended firom Aedan, Lord of Grosmont in Monmouth, fifth son of 
Gwaethvoed Fawr, Prince of Cardigan and Gwent Sbr Madoc »p Carodoc, ninth 
Lord of Grosmont, was an eminent leader in the Crusades, and Knif^t of the Holy 
Sepuldbre. His son. Sir Ivan ap Griffitii, married Gdly, daughter and heiress of 
Sir Robert de Dare, a lineal descendant of WDHam the Conqueror's sister. Sir 
Mathew ap Ivan, their grandson, married Janet;, sole heiress of Sir Jenkyn Flamming 
of Llindsff, whose descendants were considered as Norman Barony attendbg the 
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sovereign with hone and araoB. His eldest son. Sir David Matfaswe, was Grand 
Standard Bearer of Rngland in the time of Edward IV., whose life he saved at the 
battle of Towton, on Palm Sunday, 1461, althongfa ftr advanced in years. He had 
by Gwenddolen his wife, 1 Bdnborm, Lord of Tilandaff, from whom descended Ad- 
miral Mathewe ; 2, Jenkyn, slain at Cowbridge ; 3, David Mathewe of Lleweny and 
Trevor ; 4, William ; 5, John, whose daughter Elizabeth married an ancestor of the 
Dukes of Newcastle ; 6, Robert, qf Caatell Mynach, ancestor of the Earis of TVdbot, 
and of Dr. Tohiat Mathewe, Archbishop of York ; 7, Thomae, who married 
Catherine, sole daughter and heiress of Morgan ap Ivan, Lord of Aber, descendant 
of Jestyn, Prince of Glamorgan. Their daughter Janet married the celebrated Syr 
Rhys ap Thomas, Knight of the Garter, ancestor of the noble &milies of Pembroke 
and Powys, and the chief man who set Henry VII. upon the throne. Jenkyn 
Mathewe, son of the above David Mathewe of Lleweny, married Luda, heiress 
of Wm. Starkey, brother to Sir Humphrey Starkey, Lord Chief Baron of the Ex- 
chequer. Their son John was, probably, the bailiff and alderman of Denbigh, 
and not his son John, who removed to Cornwall, being seated at Pennytenny by 
marriage. Antony Mathew was alderman of Denbigh in 1613, 1617, and 1621. 
John Mathew was Bailiff in 1615, and lliomas Mathew Alderman in 1663. The 
same year that Sir John Mathew rebuilt Tresongher Castle, which had been totally 
destroyed during the Civil Wars, in which he took a prominent part in the the West 
of England, in conjunction with his relatives Sir Richard and Sir Bevil Granville. 
Alderman Mathew of Denbigh, was probably of the same political creed, the Crom- 
wellite party, once headed by the belligerant Alderman Twistleton, having for a long 
time a " rutf^" left in the town council. This party sought to effect some salu- 
tary reforms, particularly in the financial department of the corporate affairs. CoL 
Mathow was governor of St. Christopher's in the West Todies, in which island aa 
well as Antigua, he had grants of land as compensation for the great l oss e s which 
the fiunily had sustained in the Civil Wars. William Mathew, third son of Col. 
Mathew, was raised to a high post in the army by his relative, General Monk, and 
distinguished himself in several actions during the Dutch War, and, ingratiatincf 
himself into royal &vour, he was made equerry to the Queen, and commanded a 
brigade of the Guards in Spain in 1702. In 1703. he was made Knight of the 
Bath, and the following year appointed Captain General and Lord High Admiral of 
the Windward and Leeward Islands. His son. General Mathew, died in the same 
Government in 1753. But to prove that the " best wheat has its chaff, and the 
purest blood its scum,*' we quote the following order in council : — ** That Tho. 
Mathewe, Cryer, be required and summoned by y« sergti from y« Alderman to 
apointe and finde one to keep the High-strcet and abt y« Hall deane, accordinge 
to his office." Our bellman and scavenger-general was, perhaps, a natural sdon 
of this ancient and honourable stock, and, for ought we know to the contrary, 
quite as good a man as tho rest of the family. In 1622, Anthony Mathew loft his 
plate to the corporation for the use of the poor. 

Panton Hall ( a small street) still preserves the name of a family no longer ex- 
isting in Denbigh. The hall has long disappeared. It was, probably, nothing 
more than the private residence of John Panton, Esq., architect, and recorder of 
Denbigh, although popular tradition states it to have been the Guild Hall, and 
spesks of a goal whidi once stood somewhere near the Old Factory, and that the 
skeletons of executed malelkctors have at diffsrent times been f r ^wmfH^ in cutting 
the foundation of the buildings which cover the spot at prssent. 
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7>€if$dem, Thi/jfiden, TkriitiHoih TViifon* Sfe., a ytarj andent fiunfly ttill aiiitiiig 
Imn. It appears Cram " The lieweni Pedigree/' Hiat John 8afaiabiirj« Eiq.> marned 
a danghtar and heir of Twiston of Denbigh. John Balnabnry, on hii retom from a 
cnuMle, ISranded the Abbey here. He died on the 7th of Mardi> 1289, the 18th 
of Edward I. The T\ri»tUion» and TVir/oM were, probably, of the lame ttock 
originally, bnt we very mach donbt the tnppoeed rdationahip between CoL Twislie- 
ftoo and the old Twiatona of Denbigh, who resided here ages before this parlia- 
mentsiian soldier figoied in our mvnicipal annals; for, John Twysdon is witness 
to a deed of fee-form, in the 6th of Henry VI., the land being sold by Roger 
Sahubnry, Esq., to Robert Dolben. Ffranda Twysfeon wss baOiiT fai 1614, and 
alderman in 1620, and Thomas Twyston was in oAoe in 1691. John Twiston, Esq., 
was mayor of Denbigh in 1843-4. Respecting Colonel George TwisUeton, Mr. 
Pennant obeerres that " the monnments of Clynog are few — one to Wm. Glynn 
de Ueiar, with his f^gan, and those of his wife and seven children j another to his 
son-in-law, Geo. Twistleton, Esq., of Auk Banow in Yorkshire, m right of his wife 
Iileiar. I imagine him to be the same with Col. Twistleton, an active officer, nnder 
Cbomwdl, and the same who had the honour of beating and making prisoner the 
gaOsnt Sir John Owen. Cd. Twistleton was in fell power at Denbigh in 1659 ;*' 
bitt» at the Restoration, he was stripped of alibis mnnidpal honoors, as #e find on 
record:— "In regard that George Twistleton, Esquier, hath beene in actoall armea 
against the late kinge and his pa'tie, and hath, at the time of the late nsnrped 
government, acted as commission' or judge of the oorte latelie called the Higha 
Corte of Jnstioe, to all p'soners who vpon their trialls were pntt to death for tfaefape 
loyaltie for the late kinge and opposing the then nsnrped power. Therefore we, the 
Aldermen, Bayliefes, and cqrftdl bnrgesses aforessid, whose names are vnder written, 
doe conceive fit to disffranchise the said George Twistleton, and hereby doe dis- 
ffrandiise him accordingly, and doe alsoe, &c, eUect, noiat. and oppoint Ffoolk Myd- 
delton, Esqnier, to be a capitall borgesse in the place and steed of the said Gecffga 
Twystieton.'' ffiVfriied)— W. Chambres, John Johnes, Thomas Mathews, John 
Hnghes, Jo : Madockes, Ffonlke Balnsbvry, Henrie Parry, Mathew Salnsbnry, Row- 
land Price, John Roberts, John Evans, Thomas Shawe, Ffonlk Jones. 

It was no veiy uncommon thing to disfranchise cspital, and even common bur- 
gesses. In 1639, William Dolbm was turned out oi the town ooundl, '* beinge a 
common earriior,** Henrie Barter was disfranchised for keeping a disorderiy 
bouse, and seDiog beer without license. 

We are informed that Jokn Hughta, one of the first bailiffs under HUng ChaiWs 
charter, and alderman in 1644, was an ancestor of Thomas Hughes, Esq., of 
Ystrad Hall, the first mayor of Denbigh. 

The Doalssef of Lbnuerch were long connected officially with Denbigh, as will 
be seen firom various observations scattered throughout this work. The most noted 
member of the femily wss Mutton Davies, who was, according to a rather ingenious 
fiymohfiedl tradition, so called because he was bom with ears like those of a sheep. 
He is said, when wandering in some *'fer distant land," to have, to his inoonceive- 
able joy, heard a milkmaid singing Welsh ptnnUlUni This nymph of the pail is 
also said to have femished him with a supply of some miraculous salve, which was 
at once an antidote and preventive, that secured him from the mortal bite of the 
bloodhounds with which that country was infested. This is certain, that he travelled 
into Itsly, and on his return planted his femous gardens, ornamented with statues, 
"jets d' eu," &c, which, as Pennant observes, greatly aston|shed rustic spectators. 
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He was, moit probablj, made e bugeif of Denbigh in ooniUention of hii in- 
vds* as we find " Bfatthew Lister of St Peter's, London, ft tra?eUer in l^hiti, 
sworna (a bnigess of Denbigh,) 5o Jolie, 1672. 

Robert Fouliet, bailiff hi 1639, was, there is bnt Uttle donbt, an ancestor of J* 
Jooelyn Ffonlkes, Esq., Bmviatt.— See PubUe duaritin. 

Of the Vaughmu wo Imow but little more than what tradition has preserred of 
Capt. Vaaghan of Cammaes, "y Ctgttam QwyUi o Oammae§," where a large room is 
shown as that in which the old officer was wont to exhibit the most sarprismg feats 
in swordsmanship, whenerer he could pick up another gladiator to exercise his ex- 
pertness and agility upon, in fencing-matches and sham-duels; sometimes strip- 
ping the buttons off the shhrt-neck of his antagonist with the '* sweep" of his sword, 
without subjecting him to the least bodily injury } whilst he was an equally good 
shot^ and would, through the large window, hit the smallest mark set at any distsnce 
within the range of his pistol, musket, or fowUng-pieoe, and nerer miss. Tradition 
farther states that he once offered a poor man a laige ferm "in entail," for allow- 
ing himself to be fixed as a mark upon the summit of a hill, some seven hundred feet 
high, and nearly a mile distant from Cammaes, in order that he mi|^t try to 
'* fetch him down" at a shot from the window already mentioned. But the man, set- 
ting ft higher value upon his life than the Captain did upon his land, refused 
the offer* and a door was unhinged, (with n capital O, no larger than the palm of a 
man's hand, written upon it with chalk), carried up the hill, and fixed where the 
man was to stand. The Captain fired from his window, and the ball passed 
through the very centre of the letter 1 Among the numerous anecdotes told of 
this derer and chivalrous old officer, the following is rather ludicrous, and said to 
be authentic :— One day the Captain paid a visit to Sir Roger Mostyn, when the 
good-hearted baronet cautioned his buffoon, " Billy of Bangor," (aside'k not to 
play any of his pranks upon his guest. " Whatever yon say, Billy," said the baro- 
net, " don't make any allusion to the Captain's nose," (for that member was of rather 
extraordinary dimensions, as if nature had intended it for n caricature, although it is 
said that he found it of the greatest service in taking « sights and levels)." «« I'll not 
say a word about it, if its a mile kmg," replied the buffoon. " Upon your peril, Bil- 
ly," added the baronet, "don't hint a word about it; he is exceeding sensitive on 
that point, and so irritable that there is no telling what may bo the consequence. 
" I'll not, indeed, Sir Roger," replied Billy. Well, when dinner was over, as was 
the custom of those days, the Captain wished to call in the buffoon. Sir Roger 
rang the bell, and ordered his page to tell Billy that Captain V. wanted him. While 
the Captain was engaged in looking over a newspaper, (in search of some little affair 
of honour, no doubt,) Billy comes on tip-toe, opens the door a few inches stealthily, 
and peepe wickedly at the Captain, with only one eye open. Sir Roger, with the 
Tiew of binding him to his promise, clenches his fist with a slight shake of the head. 
Billy retreats behind the door. Again he pushes it gently aside, and peeps in, 
with a grimace ; the Captain still having his head down, and Sir Roger repeating 
the threatening signs. A third time Billy repeats his mummery and Sir Roger his 
tlireat. But the buffoon could bear the restraint no longer, and exclaimed, '* In 
the name of conscience, Sir Roger, what makes you shako your head and clench 
your fists at me, I never spoke a word about the man's note," and instantly fled. 
Vanghan, or Fyehan, signifying lUtU, is a very ancient name, borne by some 
of the first families in Wales. They generally trace their lineage through Ednjiftd 
Fyehan, Lord of Brynfenigle, Abergele, general and chancellor to Llewelyn the 
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Great The Vmighamt of Denbigh were origfaiaIljybrm«rt, the significetion of trhidi 
term the reader now perfiMtlj comprehends. They afterwards became bailifis 
and aldermen, as will be seen bj the foregoing Hst. 

The Hawwdt, or Howardg, were originaOy from the North of England, where 
the name is yerj common. Their first settlement in Wales was at Conway» abont 
the time of the conquest of the Principality^ and from thence thoy spread to Den- 
bigh, and other parts of the country. Tlie late excellent Dr. Howard, formerly 
reetor of Denbigh, was tlie last who bore the name here. 

Charles Saituhay, Esq., whose estate was estimatod at ;f 1300 per annum, and 
Toulke IfuU/e/on, Esq., whose income was ^600 a year, were made Knights of the 
Boyal Oak in 1660. 

Plat Chtanbref, — This ancient mansion derives its name from one of the first 
Anglo-Norman &milies that came to Denbigh wifli Henry de Lacy. They derifed 
their patronymic from the ftct that the founder of the fiunily was wUet de ehambre, 
or chamberlain to De Lacy, and had a grant of land from him, as appears from the 
following memorandum: — Henrieut de Laey, eemee lAneoin*, caneldbuiariMe 
Ceetria D., de Rooe ^ Reweinioi, eoneeteii John de la Chamkre eamerario, pro 
kowutffio ei eervUio euo, daat earueuioi terra ettm perHnentHe in Leweimy. John 
Chambres was a capital burgess, or town-councillor of Denbigh, in 1696-7, and 
"William C!hambres was sworn burgess, June 9, 1638, and elected bailiff in 1640, 
and alderman in 1664. Pennant tells us that John Chambres, Esq., of FIss 
Chambres, was its last owner of that name. A brandi of the Cunfly is now settled 
at Ll7S-y-Meirchion. During the Great Rebellion, the Chambreses adhered to the 
royal iaterest, and, after Denbigh Castle had surrendered to the parliamentarians, a 
Mr. Chambres, along with a Mr. Dolben, and 60 cavaliers, attempted to surprise it, 
about the end of June, 1648. See an account of the Great 8i^ in a subsequent 
disptec. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



CHARTERS OP INCORPORATION. 



The original '' Charter of Henry de Lacy*' ia atill preferred, written 
in Norman French. The corporation poaaeiaea many royal charten^* 
which are cited in the following extracta : — 

'< Charlea II. by the Grace of God, King of England, Scotland, 
France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, etc. To all whom theee 
presenta ahall come, greeting. We haye inapected certain Lettera 
Patent of the late Queen Elizabeth, oor predeceaaor, under the Great 
Seal of England, and dated at Westminiater, 20th day of June, in 29th 
year of her reign, (1587) in which the Queen recitea that eeeing 
Edward the First, King of England, our ancestor, by his Letters Pa- 
tent, under the Great Seal of England, dated at Northampton, the 28th 
day of August, in the 18th year of his reign, (1290) hath granted, for 
himself and his heirs, to his then beloTcd and faithM Henry de Lacye, 
Earl of Lincoln, that all his men then inhabiting his town of Denbigh, 
or that should for CTcr after inhabit it, through all his territories, for- 
merly belonging to the King of Wales, and also through the oountiea 
of Chester, Salop, Stafford, Gloucester, Worcester, and Hereford, shall 

* Chartera qf Denbigh atewrding to the ParUammtmy Cwnmiikmmv : — I. 
A charter, in the Norman Prench, granted by Henry de Lacye to the bugeaaei 
of Denbigh; II. A charter of 25th April, 5th Edward VI., in which nine 
charters of antecedent aorereigna are inapected ; III. A charter of 27th March, 1st 
Henry 7th. j IV, Ono of 20th November, 22nd Henry VIII., being two of those in- 
apected in the foregoing charter of Bdward VI. ; V. The goreining charter of the 
24th May, 1 4th Carl. II. in which five antecedent chartera granted to the borough of 
Denbigh are faiapeeted, vis. s— 1, 20th June, 39th Elisabeth ; 2, 28th Auguat, 18th 
Edward I. ; 3, 27th October, 6th Edward III. ; 4, 22nd Pebmary, 2nd Richard II. ; 
5, 10th December, 2nd Richard III. The gOTcming charter incorporatea the bur* 
geaaea, ''per nomen Aldermanorum, Baliwontm, Sf BurgeHehm Burgi de Dm- 
bighe" Tbeie numerous chartera prove tlie importance of the place in those agea. 
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be firee and acquitted for ever from all toll, BtaUage, payage, pan« 
nage, marage, pontage, and paaaage, &c. 

And seeing also that oar Sovereign Lord Edward the Third, &€.« 
by his Letters Patent onder the Great Seal of England, dated at York, 
on the 27th day of October, in the 6th year of his rdgn (1333) hath, 
among other things, ftc., granted to all the Town of Denbigh, that 
they, their heirs, and successors then inhabiting, or afterwards to in- 
habit the said Town should, ihrcugh dU hu kingdom and dominimUf ht 
free and aequiiied from all such toll, stallage, pannage, payage, mar- 
age, pontage, and passage, ftc. And seeing also that our SoTereign 
Lord Richard the Second, formeriy King of England, by his Letters 
Patent, under the Great Seal of England, dated at Westminster, the 
22nd day of February, in the 2nd year of his reign, (1378-9) &c., hath 
granted, ftc., to the above said men, that the aforesaid Town of Den- 
bigh, and a mile and a half in compass about the Town, should be a 
free Borough, and that the men then inhabiting, and afterwards to 
inhabit it, and their heirs and successors, should be f^ burgesses. 
And that they should have their free prison within the said Borough, 
to imprison their fellow-burgesses for any cause for which they should 
deserve to be imprisoned, &c., as well within the Gaulishire as within 
the Englishiie. And that no officer of Wales should concern himself 
with anything done within the said Borough. And that they should 
have a Guild Merchant, with a house and other customs and liberties 
bdonging to such fraternity, so that for the future no one who waiTnot 
of that fraternity should have any power of trading within the said 
Town, without the consent of the burgesses aforesaid.'' 

The foUowing was a great privilege in those days :— 

" And in case that the burgesses should depart this Ufe, either with 
or without will, the same former king, or his heirs, or any of his min- 
isters, should not, ftc., either seize, or diuse to be seized, any of their 
goods or chattels ; but that their heurs, or ezecuton, should have the 
disposal of the said goods at their pleasure." 

The following extracts exhibit a very fair sample of cIom legislation, 
and exclusive nationalUy i~^ 

" And that the said burgesses should not be convicted or excluded in 
any appeals, wrongs, trespasses, crimes, calumnies, or demands laid 
against them, or for the f ature to be laid, or laid by themselves, or 
for the future laid within the Lordship aforesaid, dUier in the Welsh 
or English court, hut only by their feUow-hurgesses, &c. And if it 
be for some matter done^ or hereafter to be committed, without the 
Lordship, and within the Principality of Wales, or any lordship of the 
Marches, they shall not be convicted, or excluded, but by Engli»h 
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burgesses of English Boroughs, &c. And that the said burgesses, or 
their goods and chattels, in whatsoever pkce they were or might be 
found, within the territories of the said King Richard the Second, 
should not be arretted for any debt for which they were not either 
sureties, or principal debtors. 

** And that the said burgesses should not, for any trespass, or forfei- 
ture of their servants, lose their goods and chattels, &c. 

** And, also, by his said Letters Patent^ hath granted unto the same 
Burgesses, their heirs and assigns, being Englishmen, common ofpas' 
ture, for all manner of cattle, at all times in the year, in the common 
pasture of the Town, and Forest of Ueweney. 

''And that the said burgesses^ or their heirs, or successors, or 
assigns, being Enfflishmen, should not be imprisoned, or kept in hold 
in any prison within the Lordship aforesaid, but in the Town, ^c. 

** And no tenant of theirs or inhabitant of the Commots of Uwchaled, 
Isaled, and Kinmerch, should either buy or sell victuals or merchan- 
dize, but only in the Borough aforesaid, as has been anciently ordained) 
&c. 

''And the aforesaid Sovereign Lady Queen Elizabeth, &c., constituted 
&c., that the Town and Borough of Denbigh, and half a league in com- 
pass about it, should be, and remain for ever, a free Borough of itself. 

" And that the Burgesses, &c., should ever thereafter be one body 
corporate and politic, ^c, by the name of Aldermen, Bailifb, and 
Burgesses, &c. 

" Considering that the Borough of Denbigh is an ancient and popu- 
lous Borough, and that it is stored with divers sorts of trade, and that 
it will be of moment, that some certain and determinate order of 
government be observed and established, &c. — And that the said Bo- 
rough may in all succeeding times, for ever, be and remain a town of 
peace and quietness, to the dread and terror of the bad, and encour- 
agement of the good, &c. ; that the Town and Borough of Den- 
bigh may extend itself, on every side, one mile and a half, according 
to the common acceptation, &c., from the High Cross, standing in tlie 
Market-place, &c. — See Boundaries, 

"The Aldermen, Bailiffs, and Burgesses of Denbigh may, and shall 
be, in all succeeding times, fit persons, capacitated in law, to have, 
procure, receive, and possess lands, tenements, liberties, privileges, 
jurisdictions, franchises, and hereditaments, of what nature, kind, or 
sort soever, &c. 

" And that the said Aldermen, BaiUfis, and Burgesses, &c., may here- 
after have a Common Seal to serve for the transacting of any causes 
or business, &c. 
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"Thftt there shall be, ftc, for erer hereafter, in the said Borough, 
two Aldermen, two Bailiffs, and two Coronem, &c. 

*' And for the better executing of oar pleasure and concession herein, 
we do assign, nominate, constitute, and make, &c., our well-beloTed 
Sir John Salusbury, Baronet, and Foulke Myddleton, Esquier, Bur- 
gesses of the Borough aforesaid, to stand and be first and present 
Aldermen, &c., until the Feast of St. Michael, the Archangel, &c. 

''We do also assign, ftc., our well-beloTed John Jones and John 
Hughes, &c.. Bailiffs of the said Borough, &c. 

*' And make, by these presents, our well-beloYed John Madocks, and 
Matthew Salusbury, Coroners, &c." 

Then follows the names of the twenty-fiye Capital Buigesses or 
Council :^- 

''And we do, ftc., assign, nominate, constitute, and make our well- 
beloved Sir John Salusbury, Baronet, Ffoulke Myddleton, Esq. ; John 
Jones, John Hughes, John Maddocks, Mathew Salusbury, John Salus- 
bury, Esquires ; Rich. Lloyd, John Eves, gent., John Evans, gent., 
Thos. Shaw, gent., Thos. Matthew, gent., Foulk Jones, gent., Robt. 
Parry, gent., Humphrey Howard, gent., Henry Parry, gent., John 
Clough, gent., Reynold Ratter, gent., Tlios. Evans, gent., Edw. 
Danes, gent., Robt. Salusbury, gent., Robt. Roberts, gent., Hugh 
Lloyd, gent., Rich. Hughes, gent., and Foulk Runcorn, gent., &c.. 
Capital Burgesses, and mo be coiUinued so Umg a» they behave them" 
eelvee welly ^e. 

"That for ever hereafter there shall and may be in the said 
Borough 25 men of the better eort, and best reputed of the burgesses^ 
&c., of whom our pleasure is that the Aldermen and Bailifis, &c., 
shall be four, who shall be called Capital Burgesses and Counsellors^ 
^e., and for all time to come shall be called the Common Council^ ^c** 

This Council was yirtually self-elected and perpetual. The elec- 
tions were to take place at the Feast of St. Michael. The chief offi- 
cers being chosen by the "major part" of the capital burgesses, 
including one alderman and one bailiff. The alderman might act by 
deputy ; both to take the Oath of Obedience, and the Oath of Supre- 
macy, before the Royal Steward. But the whole of the burgesses 
had a voice in the election of the capital bui^esses, provided that the 
votes of at least one alderman and one bailiff were recorded in favour 
of the persons so- chosen. 

" And our will and pleasure is, &c., that their may and shall be for 
ever hereafter within the said Borough two officers who shall be, and 
be called Sergeants at Mace, for the execution of processes and man- 
dates and other business hereafter issuing out of the Court of the said 
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Borough, &c., attending upon the Aldermen, &c., and MhaU carry 
gilded silver maeee, with our Anne of England engraved on them be- 
fore them, &c., named and chosen by the Bailiffs, &c., and continued 
in their offices one whole year, &c." 

*^ And further, of our more abundant grace, we will, &c., and grant 
to the aforesaid Aldermen, Bailifb, and Burgesses, &c., that they 
and their successors may for ever hereafter have one honest and dis- 
creet man, who shall be called the Recorder of the said Borough, ftc, 
and do nominate, appoint, make, and constitute, ftc., Sir John 
Salusbury, Baronet, to be first and present Recorder, &c., during his 
natural life, &c., to receive, &c., such profits, fees» reward, &o., as, by 
the Aldermen, BailiflEs, and Capital Burgesses, &c., shall be appointed, 
&c/' 

His successors were to be appointed and continue in office " at the 
pleasure and good-liking of the Aldermen, &c/' They were also to ap- 
point "constables and other inferior ministers.*** 

"And further, our will is, &c., that no one shaU^ &c., be dected or 
admitted into the offices of Aldermen or Bailiffs, &c., who shall not be 
inhabiting, &c., within the said Borough, for two years together next 
before their elections and nominations. 

''The Aldermen, Bailifib, and Burgesses to hate, &c., some certain 
Council Chamber or Guild-hall, &c., and, as oft as shall seem conye- 
nient and necessary, may convoke, and hold, and for ever hereafter 
assemble, within the said Chamber a certain Court of Convocation, and 
Common Council, to handle, consult, device, and decree statutes, arti- 
cles, and ordinances touching and concerning the said Borough, ftc., 
which shall seem, &c., good, sound, profitable, honest, and necessary, 
according to their best discretions, for the good ordering and govern- 
ing of the Aldermen, Bailiflb, and Capital Burgesses, and all, and 
singular, the other Burgesses, merchants, officers, ministers, artificers, 
inhabitants, and residents, ftc., and declaring in what manner and 
order the aforesaid Aldermen, Bailifis, and Capital Burgesses, ftc., 
ministers, officers, burgesses, artificers, inhabitants, and residents, 
&c., and their factors, servants, and apprentices, shall, &c., carry, de- 
mean, and behave themselves in their several functions, trades, em- 
ployments, and businesses, within the said Borough and the liberties 

*Tbe following Hat of police, in AD. 1618, will, perhaps, he panned with cu- 
riority: Love-Lane Ward — ^William Phivian, Harry ap Edward. HenUam- 
itreei Ward — ^Peregrin Vaughan, Richard Rttnchome;, William ap Robert Lewii. 
mgh-etreet Ward^Joha Mershe, WiUiam Middleton, Robert Lewii, Pien Owen. 
Lawtr Ward — John Priohard, John Darid ap Hughe, John Fletcher. The Town 
Crier was superintendent of police, or High-Conitable. 
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thereof/* including the ancient and populoua auborb of Henllan, &c. 

The power of demising knda was also given " for the further public 
good and common advantage, &c., and metualling the said Borough ; 
with power to inflict punishments and penalties, either by imprison- 
ment of body, by fines or amerciaments, or by disfranchising, &c., 
all offenders, &c." The reader must admire the next proyision. 

"And, &c., the Aldermen, BailifOi, and Burgesses, and their succes- 
sors, shall lay up all the said fines and amerciaments in the Public 
Treasury, and shall, from time to time, lay out and apply the same to 
maintain our poor subjects of the said Borough at work, &c." 

The Burgesses not liahlt to serve onjuriee out of the Borough. 

*' One Court of Record to be held on every Friday in every second 
week, throughout the year, &c., for all pleas, actions, suits, and de- 
mands of all sorts of transgressions, tn ^ armu, or otherwise done, 
&c., and all manner of debts, accounts, bargains, frauds, detaining 
of deeds, writings, muniments ; and taking away and detaining of 
beasts, cattle, or goods, and all contracts whatsoever, &c." 

The Aldermen to be magistrates and *' to reform weights and mea- 
sures ; but not to proceed to the determininff of any treason, murder, 
or felony, or any other matter that touches the loss of life or limb ; to 
be clerks of the market ; to assize and assay bread, wine, and ale, 
and other victuals, firing, and wood : for Uie conviction and correc- 
tion of the abuse of weights and measures, firing and wood — vic- 
tuallers, fishmongers, and others." 

The following provision will shew the antiquity of our market : — 

" And seeing also that the Burgesses of the said Borough of Denbigh 
have (time out of mind) had, &c., one market on every Wednesday, 
in every week, throughout the year, in which market were usually 
sold all, and all sorts of wares and commodities, except beasts and 
cattle, and also they had four fairs or great markets held there every 
year ; to wit, one on Palm Sunday Eve (Blossom Fair, F/air y Blodau,) 
and the other on the Feast of the finding of the Holy Cross ; the thin] 
on the Feast of St. Thomas's Translation, and the fourth on the 
Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, &c. Know ye that we, of 
our more abundant grace, and of our own certain knowledge and 
mere motion, have granted and confirmed, &c., that they may hold and 
keep, for ever hereafter, one market in every week, &c., and all and 
singular the persons that come to it may sell, buy, and expose for sale, 
for ever hereafter, all and all manner of beasts and cattle alive or dead, 
as they please, paying such toll and custom for the same as is of right 
due by the laws and statutes of our Kingdom of England. 

" And also that they and their successors may have, hold, and keep, 
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for ever hereafter^ four fairs^ &c. ; the first, &e,, to begin on the Fri« 
day next before Palm Sunday, and continue all that Friday, and for 
one day then next ensuing $ the second, &c., to begin on the Feast of 
the finding of the Holy Cross, &c., and for the day next ensuing, 
provided it be not a Sunday. But if it be a Sunday, then to begin 
on the day immediately following, &c." Two days were allowed for 
the two other fairs. 

'* Together with a Pie-Powder Court,* to be held there in the time of 
such markets and fairs. Together with all liberties and ^e customs 
l>elonging to such a Court. Together with all toll, stallage, pieagCt 
amerciaments, and all other profits, commodities, and advantages com- 
ing, happening, arising, and accruing from such markets, fines, and 
Court of Pie-Powder, &c. 

" And, &c., the Bailiffs, &c., may have, receive, and gather, &c., cus- 
tom and toll of all, and all manner of merchandize, wares, and cattle, 
&c., half-a-pint out of every measure, according to the Winchester mea- 
sure, of all, &c., com, grain, and fiour, &c." 

The next provision, giving the corporation power to found a firee 
Grammar School, will be found under that head. 

The appointment of Recorder and Town-clerk was for ever reserved 
to the Crown. 

** And furthermore, know ye that we, trusting very much in the ap- 
proved fidelity and careful circumspection of the aforesaid Aldermen 
and Bailifis, &c., do, &c., constitute them, &c., commissioners, &c., 
giving and granting them, &c., full and absolute power, &c., to array, 
inspect, and try, and cause to be armed, and put in a posture of de- 
fence all, &c., men at arms, and men fit to bear arms, as well horse- 
men as footmen, archers, and fire-arms-men, above the age of 16 years, 
and under the age of 60 years, in the said Town, &c. And we abo 
assign horses, arms, and other instruments of war, &e. And also to 
instruct, exercise, and teach all fresh soldiers, &c., ignorant of the 
afiairs of war, &c., and the use of horses, arms, and instruments of 
war, according to military discipline, &c., so that they may be prepared 
and ready to serve us, and ours, &c., as oft and whenever it shall be 
nece88ary.'*t 

** Aldermen and Bailifis, &c., not being lords or peers of our Eing- 

* The Town Clerk kindly informa na that this court was called Pit, or Pe$ Court, 
from pet a foot (Latin), and the fact that parties went in foith dvMt on their fe$t, 
direct from the market, to haye their causes decided at once. This was similar to the 
Roman tribunal held in the/orum. 

t Among the muniments of the corporation is a Commission, dated Feb. 3rd, 
15th James I., for the muster of the Borough and Town of Denbigh. 
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dom» or counsellora of our Priyy Conncil, to iuspecty try, and array 
each other, &c., within the Town and Borough of Denbigh, &c. 

" In witness thereof we have cansed these our Letters to be made 
Patent. Witness ourself, Carl. Rex, &c., at Westminster, the 14th day 
of May, in the 14th year of our Reign, A.D. 1661." 

We gather the following additional particulars from the Parliamen- 
tary Commissioners : — 

" The only criminal court was the General Sessions, held four times a 
year, llie charter provided that the county justices should not interfere 
or concern themselves with any felonies committed within the borough* 
The aldermen constituted the sole magistracy. In one instance on re- 
cord, the county magistrates did interfere during the absence of one of 
the aldermen, but the corporation denied their right, on the ground 
that the charter authorized the appointment of a new alderman in 
case of one absenting himself. The whole magisterial business was 
performed exduuTely by the aldermen. 

" A court of Common Pleas was held eyery fortnight. 

** The Pie Powder Court was held within the memory of the late 
town- clerk. 

" The bailifis were also keepers of the Common Pound, and were for- 
merly entitled to all astrays. When the common lands were enclosed, 
a compensation of five guineas was allowed to each, yearly, with some 
small fees issuing out of executions in the Borough Court for debts. 
They received all fines, but accounted for them to the Crown, or distri- 
buted them to the poor of the town. 

*' Ex-aldermen, to be coroners for the next year." 

We have now brought our municipal annals dovm to the middle of 
the seventeenth century. The Records of Denbigh are too volumi- 
nous to give more than a few extracts. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



ANCIENT GUILDS. 



The charten gaye power to incorporate trades ; hence, we find fre- 
quent mention of inch guilds in the corporate records as the follow- 
ing order of the Parliamentarians, who, headed hy Alderman Twistle- 
ton, instituted various inquiries with the view of reforming corporate 
abuses, &c : — 

*' That the Stewardes of the scTerall Companyes in this Corpora^on 
send in coppies of their seyerall orders at y* next meetinge, of which 
J^ sergeantes are to give them notic^ 1 648." Charitable bequests were 
also made to these guilds : " Mr. Robt. Myddelton, Cittizen and 
Skinner of London, left 200^ ffor yong beginners, att 12d. p. pound, 
Arom 3 yeares to 3 yeares, to y« Companyes of Mercers, Blacksmyths 
and Hammermen, GloYers, Shoemakers, and Weayers ; 40L to each 
Companie, to be metelie ditided in white bread to 15 poore woemen." 
On the ''Table of Benefactions'' is added, "w<^ is to be distributed 
every Saturday evening in St. Hillar/s Chappell." Other gifts are 
recorded, as — '' Mr. William Myddleton, sometimes Alderman of y*. 
Town (gave) 1 silver Bowie to the Company of Mercers." And again, 
" Mr. Foulke Fletcher gave to y« Company of Glovers 1 silver Bowie, 
in the year 1671." These '^bowles or cuppes" were used on the 
admission of new members, or some other great occasion, when they 
were Uberally filled with wine, and quaffed to the " helthe of ye Towne 
and Treade." 

The five companies mentioned above were the chief guilds, but it 
is evident that there were others. " The Companye of Taylors** is ex- 
pressly mentioned. This company also included breeches-makers. 
Breeches-making was once a great trade here. Persons now living 
recollect orders being executed here to supply ** nether-garments'* for 
whole regiments. 
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It it alto probable that there was a company of tannen, at one 
time, distinct from <*the Skinners' Guild/' which included curriers. 
In after times, the tanners, curriers, and saddlers, became identified 
with the " Carvisors* Campanye.** A more jealous feeling appears to 
have actuated the company in 1 777» when the following resolution was 
passed : — " It Lb agreed by us the said Company of Cordwainers, that 
no one is to be admitted to the said Brotherhood, unless they carry on 
the trade in their own name, and own benefit. Clickers for Curriers, 
or Tanners, are to be excluded from our Society, Company, or Bro- 
therhood.'' 

It also appears that there was a great numbers of Mercen, 
judging from the numerous inscriptions on their tombs, and the fre- 
quent mention made of the trade in the corporation records. In 
remote times, a mercer meant any dealer in smallwares, but as the 
commerce of the country became more extended, the operations of 
mercers assumed a more important charater ; and the words mercer 
and merchant became nearly synonymous. In 1364, the mercers had 
become extensive dealers in woollen cloths, the manufacture of which 
was introduced into this country from Flanders, by Edward III., 
and, in 1393, they became incorporated. Their existence as a com- 
pany may be traced as far back as 1 172. " The mercers of London 
take precedence of all other companies, and number among their mem- 
bers," says Hall, ^'several kings, princes, nobility, and 98 lord mayors." 
The famous Whittington was a member of this company, as was Sir 
Geoffrey Bullen, the maternal grandfather of Queen Elizabeth. In- 
deed, Elizabeth herself was a free sister of this company. Some idea 
of the estimation in which mercers weie held may be gathered from the 
following resolution of the Town Council, in 1653 : — '^Ypon conside'- 
9on had of the mo^n made to y« House by John Sneade, glov^* to be 
made free of j* towne by y^ House, it is granted y^ in regard he hath 
serued for it, and hath lately married a mercer' e daughter, he /)'mis- 
sing to be respectfull of his duty in his place to y« officers, w^ is a 
fault imputed to some formly admitted, y* he shall be a burgesse, 
paying hie wine" " Y* House" speaks with all the importance of a 
parliament. Among the mercers of Denbigh we find Myddeltons, 
Salusburys, and other highly respectable names. The fact that Den- 
bigh was then so distant from every other town of any importance, 
may account for its many mercers, as well as for its numerous guilds 
of weavers, fullers, and dyers ; tanners, skinners, glovers, curriers, 
cordwainers, smiths, hammermen, &c., who monopolized all the trade 
of the country from the Dee to the Conway, and far into the interior 
of Merioneth and Caernarvon. It may idso be the reason why so 
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many English families settled in this neighbourhood in those times. 
Premises^ land, and even water^ (a rather precious element at Den- 
bigh,) were leased by the corporation to the guilds. The old pump in 
High-streety which, not many years ago, belonged to the cordwainers, 
was, at one time, granted to the Mercers' Company, as we find from 
an order in council dated — XVIII AUG., 1671. 

'* Ordered y* a lease be made of y pump to y* Company ofMercerM^ 
wlio p* mise to repair it, ^ that it shall be for yo public seruice of the 
towne ^ such other vses as the Common Counsell shall agree Ypon." 

There existed, at the same time, a Company of Weavers^ who, as 
well as fullers, and dyers, also appear to hare been numerous, from 
which we infer that textile manufactures were carried on to some ex- 
tent within the borough. In later times, woollen cloths were manu- 
factured at the Old Factory, in Brook-lane, built by Mr. Mostyn of 
Segrwyd. The carding was done by water-power at Lawnt, where 
there is a ruin of an old fulling-mill ; the spinning and wearing in 
town. The rather extensive premises now occupied by Mr. Parry, 
gloTcr, were then woollen warehouses. Linsey-woolseys, plaids, 
tweeds, dress and waiscoat pieces, &c., are now manufactured at 
Lawnt by Mr. John Anwyl. Some of the fabrics shown us were of 
excellent quality and choice patterns, patronised by Lady Grosyeuor 
and others of the nobility. There is an abundant supply of water 
at all seasons for steam or water-power, excellent free-stone for build- 
ing, and possibly coal if sunk for. Spirit and capital only arc 
wanting. Tradition attributes the discontinuance of the woollen trade 
at Denbigh, to the loss of some valuable cargoes of fine cloths manu- 
factured here, which were shipped for India. Numbers of the wea- 
vers enlisted for the American War. The Old Factory was afterwards 
occupied by Messrs. Douglass & Co., of Holywell, for picking and 
sorting cotton, and has since been converted into workshops fur 
coopers, joiners, skinners, &c. 

The senior class of local readers would, perhaps, think ns remiss if 
we did not mention another branch of industry which once afforded 
employment to a large number of operatives within the borough : we 
mean the large bleaching establishment of the lion. Mr. Fitzmaurice, 
at Lleweny . It was an extensive pile of buildings in the form of a cre- 
scent, with a beautiful arcade of four hundred feet in length, termin- 
ating at each end in a pavilUon, having five fountains in firont, of 
Dutch ornamental work, and other fanciful designs, and called Salis- 
bury Plain. The extent of the bleaching grounds, and the complete- 
ness of the machinery was then unrivalled, and, perhaps, not equalled 
in Europe. The greater part of the linen came here to be bleached 
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from the hand-looms of liis numerous Irish tenantry ; the rest was 
woven in this neighhourhood, and other parts of Wales. The enter- 
prising projector and proprietor died in 1 793, leaving behind him the 
memory of a great benefactor to tlie industrial portion of the commu- 
nity in Wales and Ireland. 

Hats were formerly manufactured here on a rather large scale. 

The Company of Hammermen is believed to have included black- 
smiths, whitesmiths, nailers, tinmen, braziers, and all master-artificers 
in metal, if not wrights, coopers, masons, &c. We subjoin an order 
in council, referring to this company, as it shows the authority exer- 
cised by the corporate body over the guilds : — << 22 Febr. 1678. It 
is ordered by this Courte, at the request and desire of Edw. Wynne 
of lilwyn. Esq'** that Thomas Owen, smyth, a burgess of this Town 
of Denbigh, who hath undertaken the office of gaoler of the s^ Towne, 
which would not be supptied by any other of the Burgesses, and was 
a great defect like to be p^judioeall to the s^ Towne, be, and hereby is 
made free of the Company of Ha'mermen of the said Towne, and to 
vse and enjoy the benefit of the said trade of hammerman. In con- 
sidera^on Uiereof, the said Thomas Owen is to I^ the Stewards of the 
said Company the summe of Ten shillings, and it is ordered that the 
Stewards of ye s^ Company doe, forthwith, restore vnto the said Tho- 
mas Owen his implements and tooles of workmanship." 

Denbigh was for ages celebrated for the manufacture of gloves, but 
since the admission of French and other foreign gloves, the trade has 
dwindled away to nothing. Gkuntlets, and the heavier descriptions of 
gloves, are the only articles in the trade now made, except to order. 
But Mr, R. Parry deserves to be mentioned, as a gentleman of enter- 
prising spirit, who has for many years carried on the business of skin- 
ner, on a very extensive scale, giving constant employment to a great 
number of men in the manufacture of white and coloured leather, car- 
riage rugs, and rolling-leather for Manchester and the manufacturing 
districts of Lancashire and Scotland, and a great deal for exportation 
to America, and other parts of the world. 

The operative glovers, or more properly skinners, formerly kept 
their anniversary procession, and grand " field-day," on the Feast of 
St. Clement. It was their custom to meet St. Clement at the Lower 
Cross ; that is, one personating the saint, mounted on a stately char- 
ger. They stU] meet yearly for convivial purposes, on that day, al- 
though they have now no club-house, or funds, except for the relief 
of " tramps.''* 

Among the Council records we find the following minute respecting 
the Glovers* Compoiiy.— XXI JUNE, 1660. 
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** Forasmuch as divers of the Gloyers at the Sa Town and Bonrough 
have riotously assembled, and contemptuously demeaned themsehes to, 
and towards the Aldermen and officers of the said Town and Burrough, 
upon pretence of an order heretofore long time made unto them by the 
Aldermen and officers of the said Town and Burroughs whereby they 
were made a Company, which order is now become invalid and for- 
feited. It is therefore now ordered by this court that the said former 
order heretofore made unto the said Glovers, hereby is anihilated and 
made voyd, and that the same company of Glovers within the said 
Town and Burrough being, be, and hereby are dissolved. And all the 
said Glovers, and every of them be, and hereby are ordered and for- 
wamed hereafter not to meet and congregate themselves, upon pretence 
of their former order and grant, or upon any colo* whatever against tlie 
laws of this Realm, vpon payne to be proceeded ag^ as disturbers of 
the public peace." 

It is evident that the object of the above resolution was not 
to dissolve the Glovers' Guild, but only to bring the rioters 
to a sense of their dependence upon the will and pleasure of the cor- 
porate authorities; for we find, the same day, the subsequent resolution: 
** Forasmuch as it appears to this Courte that Ffoulk Roberts, glover, 
being inrowled an appmtize to y* trade of glover, within this Town 
and Burrough, aboue these seaven yeares last past, &c., hath served 
his majestye in his warres, and legally is to have his freedome in the 
s^ trade, &c., be made free of y Company of Glovers within the 
aforesaid Town and Burrough.'' 

This Company seems to have possessed some property. We are 
told that the Glass Meadows are so called from a corrupt pronuncia- 
tion of Olovers* Meadows, 

The Shaws were among the most celebrated of the Denbigh glovers 
of those times. One of this ancient and respectable family went by 
the name of ** Ijondon Shaw," from the fact that, in 166.5, he set out 
for the metropolis as a plague doctor, carrying with him a cart-load 
of wormwood, as an antidote for the pestilence, by which he rendered 
himself the laughing stock of the town ever afterwards. His skin- 
nery occupied the site of the present residence of Dr. Lloyd Williams. 
He seems to have been of a rather covetous disposition, from the 
following record of the Council in 1671 : ''I'hat Thos. Shaw, the 
elder, glover, be sum'oned to appro here next meeting day, &c., to 
shew cause why he erected a new building over agt his house in Hen- 
llan-street, to y« annoyance of y* publick. And to appear also to 
produce such writings as he pretends to have for the erecting of his 
new house vpon the com'ons." However, we find him expiating for 
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tadi aicroachments upon public rights by bequeathing, at hii death, a 
meadow called Levaria, on the outskirts of the town, to the poor of 
Denbigh for ever. 

Thos. Shaw, the younger, was alderman in 1 692. A beautiful monu- 
mental tablet^ at Whitchurch, perpetuates the memory of another 
Thos. Shaw, who was recorder of the Lordship and Town of Denbigh 
for many years. He married Elizabeth, daughter of Mr. Robt. Griffith 
of Pendaied, and died in 1717. They were also allied to the Myd- 
deltons of Gwaenynog, the Heatons, and other respectable families in 
these parts. The name (commonly pronounced Shah) no longer ex- 
ists at Denbigh. The surviTing representatiyes of this fsmUy must be 
sought in Liyerpool. 

The curriery and tanning trade, once considerable, is now, compara- 
tirely speaking, a nominal concern ; foreign-tanned leather being so 
much cheaper, although much inferior in quality and durability. 
But the prosperity of Denbigh has, for ages, depended more upon its 
leather manufactures than upon its '* fayre and strong walles," proving 
** that there u nothing like leather for fortifying a town.'' The manu- 
fibcture of boots and shoes, still forms the staple trade of the borough, 
and gives employment to a very huge portion of the community. There 
was once a Society of Operative Gordwainers, with very ample funds, 
but, becoming identified with the Trades' Union, they spent the whole 
upon '* the Great Strike," some years back, and drove the best of the 
trade out of the town, never, perhaps, to return. 

In ** A Deecripium of England and Wales,** published so lately 
as 1769, we have the following notice of Denbigh : — '' The town at 
present is large, populous, and well-built ; and, besides its manufacture 
of gloves, and the business of tanning, which are briskly carried on, 
it, otherwise, enjoys a tolerable trade, and is reckoned the best town 
in North Wales." 

The Cordwaineri Company was in existence until the psssing of 
the Municipal Reform Act (1835), if not later. By the kindness of 
some old members of this defunct fraternity, and their late host, the au- 
thor was favoured with the perusal of their muniments and records, 
which are still kept at the Star Inn, in a small oak chest or desk, 
bearing date 1656 ; and, on the lid, M.P.R.P. STeWardS, 1679. It 
contains two orders, or charters, granted to them by the aldermen, 
bailiffis, and Town CouncU ; tlie earliest dated ** 8 September, 4()Ui 
Eli£^ 1598." A few extracts will throw light upon the restrictive 
trade policy of those times, and the constitution of such guilds in 
general, and, we doubt not, will be read with interest : ''To all Xtian 
people, to whome theisse pment Indentures shall come to be scene, 

8 
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heardi or read, and cheefly to whom the matters therein contained 
shall, and doth ap'taine. Wee, the AUdermen, Bailieues, and capitall 
Burgesses, or Counsaile of the Towne of Denbigh, send greeting in o^ 
Lord Qod evlasting ; fforasmuch as Wee, the Alldermen, Baflieues, 
and Gappitall Burgesses, or Common counsaile afforesaid, haye lately 
received letters ffrom some of her Ma^*^ most honorable Priuie Coun- 
saile, in the behalfe of the Corviao'^ of this Towne and Burrough, 
being in nimiber ffaurttf-ffbure mauters of the same occupafon, ffor 
restraineing of all Corrisors which are not ffree Burgesses of this Cor- 
pora^on, and of the same Brotherhood, according to t^e Custome of 
the Corvisors of Chester, and towne of Saloppe, Ludlow, Oswestree, 
and Citties and Townes being incorporated. And ffor that Wee, of or 
owne Icnowledges, doe know that the maisters of the said occupa^n 
be greatly decayed, ffor that they cannot be suffered to sell theire 
wares and stuffe in other Citties and Townes, but are hemmed in, and 
kept onely within this towne and liberties, to theire greate hinderance 
and decay ; by reason whereof the afforesaid Corvisors, being prouided 
w**' wares and stuff to satisfy the market and ffaire daies, could not 
Tttcr theire wares, being as sufficient and marketable as the wares be- 
ing of any Cittie and Towne whatsoeuer, but were fforced to keepe 
them in theire ware houses ffor a long time, and put away theire ser- 
uants and journeymen, ffor want of Ttterance of the said wares, to tlie 
vttcr undocing of a greats number, and the hinderance of all the 
maisters of the same Trade. And wheras her Mat^** by her highnes 
\^ pattents, liath given and granted to the Alldermen, Bailieues, and 
Cappitall Burgesses, or Counsiule of the Towne, ffor the time being, 
ffull Power and Author^ to make, constitute, ordayne, and establish* 
ffrom time to time, such lawes, statutes, ordinances, and constita9ons, 
&c. ; Wherefore we, &c., with delibberate minds, and good intents, as 
ffarrc ffoorth as wee con, or iustlie may, ffor the Common wealth, and 
good order of the same Brotherhood of Corvisors, doe, by theise pre- 
sents, establish, sett, and conffirme, theise orders ffoUowing, to be, 
stand, continue, and remaine, ffor euer here after, undiminbhed or 
broaken, &c. Imprimis, &c. — that it shall be lawffull ffor the said 
ffellowshipp or Company of Corvisors, henceffoorth, yearely, vppon the 
Sonday before the ffeaat day of St. Micheall th*archangell, to choose 
and nppoiute two of the same ffellowshipp or ffraternitie to be stewardes 
of the same brotherhood, &c., and if they, or either of them, refuse 
to supply the place of Stewardahipp, he, so refuseing, shall fforfcite 
like snmmc of Twentie shillings to the vse of the Towne and Com- 
pnuic, to l>c equally divided lietwccnc them ; and, thcrevppon, yt shall be 
lawffull, &c., to make choise of some other ffitte man, &c. And that 
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Qitarierage9, or meetings^ at a conyenient place, be appointed, &c., 
kept and boulden £fonr times of the yeare ; yiz^* The first Quarter- 
age yppon Sonday before the ffeast of St. michaell y* Archangell, 
the second qnarfage yppon the Sonday next before the natiyity of our 
Lord, the third quarterage Yppon the ffift Sonday in lent, and the 
ffourth quarterage yppon Sonday next before the ffeast of St. John ye 
Baptist. Itm. — ^That noe p'son or p'sons, from henceffoorih, which 
shall not seme as an apprentice at the same art or occupa^on, with- 
out firaud or coven, dureing the time of his apprentishipp, w^in 
the said Towne, ffor the ffull space of Seayen Yeares, by indentures 
inrolled, &c., and, after, be a Burgess of tlie said Towne, and be his 
Graffs maister in the said occupa9on, shall sell, or offer to sell, any 
Bootes, shoes, or slippers, yppon any ffaire or market daies, within 
the said Burrough, before he shall be admitted to be of the same Gom- 
panie or brotherhood ; and eurie p'son or p'sons, which haue serued as 
an apprentice, or apprentices to the same occupa9on, w^Kn the said 
Towne or elsewhere, &c., whose fGathers or grandfathers haue been ffree 
burgesses of the said Towne, &c., shall pay for his admitteing to be of 
the said Companie, &c., the summe of twenty-one shillings and eight- 
pence, of Currant English money, &c. And that eyery p'son or p'sons 
haueing seryed as apprentice at the same trade, &c., for Seayen Yeares, 
wti>in the Towne, being a ffreeman, &c., shall pay ffortie-three shillings 
and fonre pence, etc. And eyery man willfully offending, and doeiug 
contrary to the effect and meaning of theise orders, to forfeitc the 
summe of ffortie shillings for every such offence ; the one moietie to 
the yse of the Towne, and the other moietie to the yse of the same 
Companie. Itm. — It shall not be lawfull for any p'son or p'sons 
dwelling w^in the said Burrough, other then such as are, or shall be, 
ffree of the said Trade or brotlierhood, to kccpc in his house any cor- 
yisor, to make any shoes, bootcs, slippers, or any other wares, &c., 
yppon paine to fforfeite three shillings and foure pence. And it shall not 
be lawfull for any of the said brotherhood, yppon any market day, to 
Pitch or set ypp, w^in the said Towne, any more flahea but one to 
seU theire wares, which flake shall be three yards long, and noe 
longer." 

New members were to be admitted at Christmas and Midsummer, 
" witli the consente of the inaisters and stewardes." 

'* And that every p'son or p^sons of the ffellowshippe, &c., shall sus- 
teine and beare lotte and scotte, &c., and the p'tie or p'ties refusing soe 
to doe, to fforfeit Three shillings and ffoure pence, &c., to be leauied of 
the goods of the offender. Itm. — ^That the stewardes, &c., shall be true 
accomptants, yppon theire oathcs, &c., or to fforffeite the summe of 
s 2 
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ffortie BhillingBy ftc. This charter was to be read at the '^Ffeaat 
of St. Micheall the Archangel!,'* openlie to the same ^' Gompanie." 

In consideration of these privileges^ the company coTcnanted to 
pay, into the hands of the aldermen and council, and their successors 
for ever, '' towards the maintaining of Divine Service, and other good 
vses within the saidTowne, the snmme of Thirtie-six shillings and 
eight pence, at ffoure severall ffeasts in the year, viz^** St. Micheall 
the Archangel!, &c., the nativity of our Lord, &c., the Annunda- 
9on of the blessed virgin Mary, and the ffeast of St. John the Baptist," 
— ^nine shillings and two pence at each. " Our handes and seales the 
Eight day of September, in the fibrtieth yeare of the raygne of our 
Souereigne ladie Elizabeth, by the Grace of Ood, of England, Ffrance;, 
and Ireland, Qneene, Deffendor of the ffiiith, &c., A.D. 1598. 

** And it is fiirther agreed betweene the said p'ties that the Stewardes, 
for the time being, shall prouide, for every ffiure day, two sufficient 
men, with weapons, to attend the Alldermen, for the preseruing of her 
maiestie's peace, yeardie, for ever. * 

Robert Salusbury, 1 i^Atj^^j. Humphrey dough, 1 Bailieues 
Robert Lathome, / ^^^^^' Robert Uoid, / ^^®^®»- 

Capital Burgenu. 
Thomas Lloyd, Wm. Knowles, Hmrry Ratter, aenior, John Chamben, 

Tymothy Barlcer, Hugh Pigot, Hugh Clough, Hugh Hughes, 

Robert Knowsley, Hugh Parry." 

This instrument was further confirmed by the judges of the Great 
Sessions, if we must believe one Jolm Thomas, who copied it, one 
hundred and fifty-eight years after. He gives the dates of such enrol- 
ments, and the memoranda, and names of the judges, wliich we 
copy verbatim ad literatim : — 

« Afemoramfum.— That the 1 5th day of October, 1606, axmo iii 
Jacobi, Anfflie, et jfranee, et hibeme, ******* at Denbigh, 
the orders and Ordinances within specifyed, made for the Good 
Government and ordering of the Company and Fraternity of the Gor- 
vicers, or Shoenialcers, of the Town of Denbigh, aforesaid, witliin the 
County of Denbigh, were shewed unto us. Sir Richard Lewlcener and 
Sir Henry Towneshend, Knights, his Majest/s lustices of the great 
Sessions, witldn the said County of Denbigh, by some of the said Com- 
pany and ffellowship, desircing Confirmation thereof by us. Accord- 
ing to the Statute in that Case made and provided. We did, there- 
upon, read over and peruse the same ordinances, and upon perusall 
and Consideration thereof, and Conference had with the Aldermen, 
and Bayhfis, and other antient Burgesses of the same Town, do, for 

*Theao men curried swords before the »ldermen. 
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the well-ordering and Ooveming of the said Company, allow, ratify, 
and Confirm the same orders and ordinance, in aa much aa in na doth 
Lye to Do. 

RICHARD LEWKBNBR. 
HENRY TOWNBSHBND. 
*' MemorandwH, — ^That the nine and twentyeth day of Aprill, Anno 
D» 1618, in the sixteenth year of the reign of Our Sovereign Lord 
James, by the Grace of God, King of England, firance, and Lreland, 
and of Scotland the one and ffiftieth — these orders and Ordinance were 
possessed, allow^> ratifyed, and Confirmed, According to their Old and 
Antient Customs, and According to the Statute in that Case provided. 

THOMAS CHAMBBRLAYN. 
'' Memorandum. — ^That the last day of lune. Anno D" 1634, in the 
Tenth year of the reign of Our Sovereign Lord Charles by the Grace of 
God, King of England, Scotland, firance, and Ireland, Defender of the 
fiaith, &c.. These orders and ordinancys were perused. Allowed, 
Ratifyed, and Confirmed, According to their old and Antient Customs, 
and According to the Statute in that Case Provided. 

Jo. BRYNDYRMA»Y." 
It is evident that the Company of Corvisors existed, as a firatemity, 
long before its incorporation. In the course of seventy years, from 
the date of the above charter, it would seem that they lost their 
ancient privileges, and we find the Town Council pursuing a course 
of free-trade policy very uncharacteristic of those days. 

"x. Day March, 1670. The Cause of the Shoomakers being this 
day further taken in considera^on, and it evidently appearing to this 
Courte that the admitting offorraigne Shoomakers to sell their wares 
within the s** town and burrough, npon every /aire, wilbe uery benefi- 
dall, and much* to the good and profit of the said town and burrough. 
It is, therefore, now ordered that all forreigne Shoomakers whatsoever 
be, henceforth, admitted and allowed to come to sell their shoes, boots, 
slipp"*' and all other their wares, vpon every faire day, &c." 

It would seem that the shoemakers spread their "fiakes'' over 
different parts of the town, imtil they were confined to High-street, 
by a resolution of the Town Council: ^'ix. Day of July, 1673. 
It is ordered that all shoemakers's standings be in the Open, 
and High-street, in the vsuall place where other such tradesmen, 
heretofore, vse to sell vp, every fuie and market day, and noe other 
place ; and if they doe not, that every one of them pay for his standing, 
for stallage, toy^ vseof y^Corpora^on, as much as others doe, to witt 
iis. vid. every faire day, over and besides what is payd by him or 
them to any p'ticler p'son for standing." 
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This was yery heavy stallage for that age. The Open^ probably^ 
meant the space round the High Cross« now called Market-square. 

An old member of the fraternity informed the author that the stal- 
lage of the whole of High-street once belonged to the t)ompany of 
ConrisorSy and that they took tolls of all ^* foreign shoemakers." 
This, howeyer, was claimed by presumptive right, and not specifically 
granted to them by any order or charter. It is said that the corpo- 
ration first laid claim to those tolls within the recollection of persons 
now living, first charging a levy or rate of two-pence weekly, per stalls 
on the ground that the Gordwainers' Company didnot keep the road 
to Whitchurch in sufficient repair, according to their ancient custom 
and the intent and meaning of their second charter, which we shall 
presently notice. 

The Weavers* Company also displayed theire wares in High-street, 
and the place became so thronged as to be dangerous on fair days ; 
hence, the council passed the following resolution : — 

''5 July, 1675. Whereas the place appointed formerly for the 
keeping of the horse fayre, is, vpon mature delibera^on, iudged to be 
vnconvenient ; it is, therefore, ordered that the same be remoued to the 
Lower Ward, and kept there, about the place called the Lower Crosse ; 
and y' a prodamacon thereof be made next fayre day, being the 
scaventh day of July, inst." 

Nearly a hundred years elapsed before the Corvisors obtained an- 
other charter. An inspeximus, dated " the Seaven an* Twentieth day 
of Aprill, Regni Gulielmi et Maria, Regis et Regina AngL, etc. 
Quarto, Annoq,, domi., 1692," states that ''Wheras the Company of 
Corvicers, Inhabiting within the Corpora^on and libertyes of the 
Towne and burrough of Denbigh, have petticioned, and made their 
A dress to us, the Aldermen, and Bayliffes, and Capitall burgesses of 
the sayd towne ; to be redressed and righted in theire trade, and An- 
ticent priviledges therunto belongeing, vpon Consulta^on and due 
Considera9on had thereunto ; — And for, and in Consideracon of ffive 
pounds of curr ^ english money, which the Said Company of Corvicers 
have payd and dispuracd towards repaireing of the pavm^^t or Coasey 
which Leadeth from the Sayd towne towards the parish Church of 
denbigh ; — ^And, allsoe, for, and in Consideracon of twenty Shillings 
yearly, the said Company and theire Success^* by the hands of the 
Stewards, are obliged to pay into the hands of the Aldermen of the 
sayd towne, vpon the feast day of S^* Micliacl the Archangel for ever ; 
the first paym' thereof to be made, as afores^ on Mich'mas next, to be 
distributed to the poore of the sayd towne, or otherwise, at the dis- 
cression of the s^ Aldermen ; And to pay iij*' iiij^*. Quarterly, for ever, 
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to the Curate of the sayd towne, or him aa Shall read Diyine Service 
in the chappell of St. Hillary, in denhigh ; — And, allsoe, to procure 
and finde> vpon theire owne Charge, two men to Attend the officers, 
or to watch, Tpon every fairea dayes, in denhigh for ever. 

" In con8idera9on whereof. Wee, &c., for the better regulating of the 
■ayd trade, and preventing divtse abuses hereto committed by the sayd 
Company on the Lord's day, commonly called Sunday, Doe hereby, 
for the honr of god and the publique good, &c., grant for the future, 
&c., that theire Quarterage be kept ffoure tymes a yeare, (viz^-) vpon 
Saturday next, before the feast of St. michael the Arch Angell, vpon 
I Saturday next before the nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, &c., vpon 
the 5th Saturday in Lent, and vpon the Saturday next before the feast 
of St. John the babtist, ycarely, &c.," on which days the ** eUection 
or noia^^on of Stewardes" was to take place. AU apprentices, even 
the " sonnes of maisten or mistresses,'' were to be " inroled for the 
full space of seaven yeares, & to be found in roeate, drinke, Lodg- 
ing, & wringing, &c." " Jumeymen not to be retayned or Sett at 
worke," unless they had given *' a ffortnight's wameing" to their last 
employer, *' & their newe maister^' to secure or pay all " summes" due 
by such journeymen to other masters, &c., '* vpon payne to fforfcite, 
for eury such offence, the Summe of fforty shillings, &c. (Signed) — 

John Ffoulkes, Tho. Davies, Rich. Myddelton, Will. Wynne, 

Thomas Evans, John Shaw, Joshua Salusbury, Richard Jones, 

John Twiston. 

SbTnoiS } Aia-en. l^,"!^^^^' } Bayliff.." 

We found the names of about one hundred masters filed. No doubt 
many were lost, the earliest enrolments preserved being those of 
Henry Swayne, Roger Ellis, Robert Parry, John Williams, David 
Davies, and Hugh Williams, in 1694. All were upon small pieces 
of parchment, with three stamps, and branded. The following are 
the supervisions appended : — 

Team. Offieen. Tears. Offlcen. Yean. Officen. 

1719 Ro! BaynGS. 1737 J. Calthrope. 1753 Thos. Jones. 

1725 pro. Ro: Baynes. 17^0 the same. 1755 John Becke. 

1729 Wm. Longman. 1740 John Becke. 1759 Thomas Jonra. 

1731 J. Calthorpe. 1742 Wm. Longman. 1761 J. Laurence. 

1733 Wm. HoUys. 1744 B. Bromhead. I7G-J Tlios. Loudon. 

1736 Wm. Longman. 1750 Charles Marshall. 17C8 Char. Marshall. 

1789 B. Bromhead. 

There were about forty members in 1710, all master tradesmen, 
carrying on the business as boot and shocroakcra within the borough, 
of course. The number of operatives must have been large. 

The most curious relict is " the Compamfe Shoe,'^ It is what we 
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should call a Chinese shoe^ with a silYer bell raspended from the ex- 
tremity of the toe> almost over the instep. 

Every guild had its wamer and derk ; the former delivered all 
summonses, and apprized the stewards of all trespasses upon the rights 
of the company ; the latter recorded their proceedings, and kept their 
accounts. The Cordwainers allowed their wamer so many pairs of 
shoes every year, besides 2s. a-day, when on duty. 

In old times, the guilds, or their representatives, attended the "ply^ 
ffoin,*' or matins, every Sunday morning ; the wamers carrying tor- 
ches before them in winter, especially on Christmas-day. This was a 
custom of the cordwainers of Ruthin as late as 1834, if not afterwards. « 
There was also a morning service at St. Hilary's every Wednesday, 
before market, attended by the aldermen, the wamers, and watchmen 
of the guilds. The toll of oatmeal was given to the clergyman 
officiating. " Quarteragn^* were formerly held on Sunday, not only 
to secure better attendance, but that the companies might join the 
corporate processions, and attend church, especially on the great 
festivals. Upon such occasions, the aldermen wore scarlet robes, and 
the baili£EB were attired in black gowns, the sergeants carrying silver 
maces before them. The following order refers to tUs ancient 
custom : — '^xiijst Die Decembr, 1623. Alsoe, it is further ordered, 
the Day and yere aforesayd, by the assent and consent of the Alder- 
men, Bayliffes, and the rest of the Capital Burgesses, that for e^ 
heareaf ter, when, and as often as they, or any of them, shall, vppon 
the Sundayes and Hollidayes repayier to the church, or chappell of St. 
Hillary, in their gownes, orderly, accordinge to the antient orders and 
customs of the sayd towne. And if any of them shall make default, 
and stand in contempt of his order, he or they so offendinge shall 
forfeite, for every such defkulte, the some of viiid., to be leavied by way 
of distrcssc, as is witliin sp'ied.*' 

The following order refers to the display made upon fair days :— 

'* That euery one of the Cappitall Burgesses doe, about Ten o'docke 
in y* morning, then and there appeare in the Councell Chamber, in 
their gownes, and also bring a watchman to attend the officers with 
his halbard or other defensive armes, vpon paine of five shillings to 
be leavied by order of this house." The fair was opened by the alder- 
men who read, at the High Cross, or some other appointed place, those 
portions of the governing charter, and by-laws, which related to the 
holding and regulating of fairs and markets. 

These guilds seldom amassed any considerable amount of fimds, or 
possessed any property. An old oak chest, containing their muni- 
ments, a great ^* cupp," a couple of rusty swords, a few broken staves. 
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and a tattered banner, may be taken as a complete inventory of their 
goods and chattels. It is true that entrance fees, fines, tollfl, contri- 
butions, and levies, formed a good source of revenue ; but, no doubt, 
the greater portion of it was spent upon festive gatherings, and such 
like display, notwiUistanding a good deal was given in charities, 
relief to decayed and distressed members, widows, &c., with some 
small funeral donations. Large sums were sometimes expended in 
litigation. Among the records of the Cordwainers' Guild, we found a 
bond for iSlOO to cover the costs of one kw^snit. When a *' foreign- 
er*' commenced business within the borough or liberties, without join- 
ing the guild, notice was immediately served upon him that legal 
proceedings would be instituted, to defend the ancient rights of the 
trade, and his workmen were also warned to leave his employ, or be 
banished the borough for a certain length of time, or for ever. 

We have devoted more space to the Guilds than their mere histori- 
cal interest will, perhaps, seem to warrant, believing that the subject 
involved questions of vital importance to this community — questions 
affecting its very existence, in a commercial and social point of view. 
With this impression, we have endeavoured to show to what extent 
the trade and manufactures of Denbigh flourished under the protec- 
tive and restrictive commercial policy of bygone days, and how, with 
the gradual developement of free trade principles, the introduction 
of machinery, in other more enterprising localities, and the establish- 
ment of steam communication by land and water, the trade of this 
ancient borough has been diverted to other and distant channels. 
Yet we do not utterly despair of seeing the staple trade and manu- 
factures of Denbigh revived and restored, in some measure, at least, 
with the opening of the long-contemplnted Yale of Clwyd Railway. 
Large fortunes have, in former days, been made here by the leather 
trade, and we cannot see why men of capital and spirit might not 
'* embark" in it again, with a like prospect of success, espedaUy when 
Denbigh becomes connected by nul with the great commercial towns 
of England. We have seen the sky-raking chimney-stacks of a hun- 
dred '' fActories," and heard the rattle of a thousand power-looms, 
and the hum of a million of spinning-jennies, in traversing the bar- 
ren moors and dreary wilds of Lancashire and Yorkshire, far away 
from any market-town — miles and miles from any railway, canal, or 
navigable river, and we cannot help expressing our astonishment that 
a large (Welsh) market and county town like Denbigh, with all the 
municipal privileges of a city, situated on a most salubrious hill, over- 
looking one of the most fertile and beautiful valleys in Europe — the 
centre of the richest agricultural district in North Wales, should be so 

T 
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devoid of men of anything like an enterpriaing apirit. We aie not, 
indeed, without men of capital, but of men who, inatead of letting 
their thouaands, and tena of thonsanda lie dead upon "seeuritff" or 
mouldering in their coffers, would, aa faithful atewarda, who muat give 
an account, expend their wealth in cutting out employment for ** the 
million." 

Having in thia, and the foregoing chaptera, apoken ao much of al- 
dermen and bailiffs, we here give a list of 

MAYORS OF DENBIGH. 
Since the paaaing of the Mundpal Reform Act, in 1831, Denbigh 
haa been governed by a mayor, four aldermen, twelve common-coun- 
aellora, town-derk, &c. The foUowing gentlemen have filled the 
office of mayor with great credit and honour. 

CHIEF MAGISTRATES Elected in 

Thomaa Hughes, Esq., of Ystrad Hall .... 1835 

Dr. John Williams, Grove Houae 1836 

George Griffith, Esq., of Gam 1837 

Richard Williama, Esq., Plaa Pigot 1 838 

Robert Parry, Esq., Bridge-street 1 839 

Thomaa Hughes, Esq., of Ystrad Hall 1840 

John Thomaa Proby, Esq., of Tros-y-parc . . 1841 

John Twiston, Esq., Henllan Place 1842 

James Henry Clough, Esq., Castle Houae . . 1843 

Samuel Edwardea, Esq., Vale-street 1844 

Dr. Richard Lloyd Williama, Henllan Place 1845 

Ditto 1846 

Richard Roberta, Esq., Grove Place 1847 

Ditto 1848 

Thomaa Hughea, Esq., Ystrad Hall 1849 

Ditto 1850 

Edward Humphrey Griffith, Esq., T^ Newydd, 1851 

Ditto 1852 

Richard Owen, Esq., Lleweny 1853 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



BOUNDARlEa OP THK BOROUGH LtBBRTlBS. 

The bonndariet of the borough of Denbigh have been the niliject 
of teiy great diapute atid frequent Utigatioii ; being Tigaely dewribed 
u iodnding a drcait of "e mjk and 
a halfe on euerie ude, from the high 
croaae standinge in y* markctt place 
of J* Bsyd towne and burrongh." In 
the charter of Sichard II., they are 
made to comprise the tovn, and a mile 
and a half in compaas aroand it. By 
that of the 39 Elizabeth, a no leu Tague 
boundary is g^ven — " the tovn of Den- 
bigh, and half a league in compaaa 
aboat it." In the goremiug charter, 
14 Charles II.. the limits of the bo- 
rough are thus described ; " Undipta- 
que te extendat in moan milliantm ^ 
di'mu/tum «MiKc milliarii, Angliee, a 
mile and a halfc, leeunduM eonmunam 
aeeeptionem utiiu loei, ab alta truee 
tn Mtreatario predict. vUl. j- hurg. 
itante." Upon tlie occnsion of the 
great contested election of 1826, the 
precise boundary became the subject 
of freqaent cUspnte before the asses- 
sor, and eiery description of evidence 

bearing upon this qnestion was ad- i 

dnoed. Nnmbera of aged witncMes I 

were eiamined, some upwards of 90 tbb biob cwms. 

t2 
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yean of age. The actual extent of the exercise of corporate jnris- 
dictioD, for many years past, or from time immemorial, the exercise 
of the franchise upon preceding election contests, and the testimonies 
of surveyors and officers of the various parishes included ¥rithin, or 
annexed to the borough, were inquired into. The assessor, acting 
upon the weight of evidence thus adduced, decided that the bound- 
aries must be fixed by acts of jurisdiction and usage, without reference 
to the actual measured distance from the town, or High Cross. It was 
a matter of great debate and contention whether Henllan steeple or 
Henllan mill was to be considered " as the legal boundary-stone," in 
that direction, and the assessor, upon similar evidence, decided that the 
mill was the terminus. The result was, that the corporate authorities 
caused a minute description of the boundaries, together with a map of 
the town and liberties, to be enrolled among their muniments. Some 
ill-disposed person, however, stole this map at a subsequent election. 
This renders us incapable of furnishing our readers with a copy. 
The subjoined verbal description was copied from the corporation 
books by the Parliamentary Commissioners, in 1835. 

" From a well called Fynnan Dd^, in the parish of Llanrhaiadr-in- 
Cinmerch, to the river Clwyd, along the rivulet called Aberham^ 
which crosses the turnpike road leading from Denbigh to Ruthin ; 
thence along the Clwyd, northwards, to the place where a rivulet, 
flowing from a well called Ffynnon y Cneijiwr, enters the said river 
Clwyd ; thence along such rivulet to Ffynnon y Cneifiwr, thence frt>m 
Ffynnon y Cneifiwr, to, and including Plas Heaton, formerly called 
PUuNewydd, and a farm called Old Plas Heaton ; thence from Plas 
Heaton, otherwise called PlasNewydd, to, and including 0am House; 
thence to a field, formerly common land, lying immediately at the 
back of Henllan Vicarage^ including the whole of such field ; thence 
to, and including Henllan Mill ; thence along the stream called dher* 
meirchion to Ffynnon Abermeirchion, where such stream rises ; thence 
to, and including the house called Leger; thence to, and indnding the 
house called Faeh ; thence to, and including the houses called Pandy 
Ucha^, and Pandy Isa* ; thence to, and includingthe house called Penry- 
bryn, thence to an ancient boundary-stone on the road from Denbigh to 
Nantglyn, at a pkce called Waen Twm Pi/' thence to Ffynnon 
Ddu, the boundary first mentioned." 

There are persons now living who have perambulated the boundaries. 

The High Cross stands on the top of the Town Hill, in the centre of 
that area, which may be called the Forum. It is a very chaste and 
elegant column, of exquisite workmanship, standing on a terraced ped- 
estal, and designed by Thos. Fulljames, Esqr.^ tlie architect of our 
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noble Aaylnm. Besidei the historical iMocwdoua irhick iiuepuably 
attkcli themBelTes to k spot to frequently mentioned by the great 
■orereigna of Kngluid, io thow charters which Bucceediug mouarchs, 
of their " more abundant grace," gave to " the antiente Burrough of 
Denbigh," Mmething like a romantic intereat «eetns to entwine itaelf 
around that beantiful pillar — that magnetic pole, which, daily and 
nightly, attracts those motley gronpa of nnhired labonrers, unwash- 
ed artiiaDB, and time-killing loongers, who ait in conference around 
its haee. Anon, their namben multiply into a crowd, beset by gangs 
of impudent, noisy, mischief-loTing boya, who cheer, and hoot by 
turns, the paoaes and climaxes of some "Latter-day apostle," who, 
from the pedestal of the Croat, ezpotmds the mysteries of Mormon- 
ism to s throng of unbelierii^ auditors ; or, perchance, the " rhetoric- 
alstiokea"of some tmahaTed electioneering politician, who, from the 
same rostrum, addresses "the 
msjesty of the people." Pass 
when you will, yon rarely 
find the High Cross deserted. 
The old Cross nowstanda 
on the top of tfae Monnt, in 
the Bowling QreeQ, and bears 
the date of 1760. "The 
Lover Cross" probably stood 
in front of tiie old Abbey 
Oardena. 

The initials on the andent 
bonndary-stilne stand for 
" Denbigh Bwrrough." 
iidait BomteT-iteM. The date ii unknown. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



THBTOWN HALL 



Is a plain, but substantial buUding, containing the council-cham- 
ber and news-room, and a large session-room above, supported on 
massive pillars ; and a small police-court, and open corn-exchange or 
market below, with a small police-station attached. Little is known 
of the history of this edifice. Among the muniments of the Corpor- 
ation is '* A Letter from y Earl of Leycester, &c.,*' to levy money 
towards building a new shire hall in Denbigh, in that notorious 
noblemen's own hand-writing, and dated Uth March, 1572. — See 
Chapter XII., p. 97. 

By the following resolution of the parliamentarians (A.D. 1648,) it 
is " ordered that Tho. Myvod and Jo^ Lloyd, Henry Knowsley, Bobt. 
Parry, Jon. Hughes, gentl., and Mr. Baylif Yaughan, be desired to 
hasten y* work of repayring y* shire hall, according to y trust com- 
mitted to them, and that they retume an accompt y* next meeting.*' 

Here the Borough sessions were held until of late years ; and we 
find that the town was fortified in the reign of Charles II., (when a 
Dutch invasion was apprehended,) from an order in council, "dated 
ziiij day of September, 1665 : Whereas, in open quarter sessions, held 
and kept for the s^ town and Uberties of Denbigh, the ziiij day of July 
hBtpas, — It was then ordered that the summe of thirty pounds be 
cessed, leavyed, and gathered of the Inhabitants of the s<^ towne for 
and towards the defence of the s^ towne and liberties, and the same 
being not yet payd accordingly. It is therefore ordered by, &c., the 
Aldermen, Baylifis, and Capitall Burgesses, &c., that the same be 
payd." 

The assizes were likewise frequently held here, hence we find the 
following memoranda among the minutes of the council : " xviij Aug. 
1671. Forasmuch as the Great Sessions of the County of Denbigh 
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IB to be lioalden at this town of Denbigh in the next month, and for 
the enterteynment of his majeetie's Justices, and other occa9on tending 
to the good and honor of the s^ town and Burrough, &c., it is order- 
ed that the sum of twenty pounds be charged, &c., upon the Inhabi- 
tants, &c." And again on "2 March, 1674. Fforasmuch as his 
Maiestyes Justices of the Qreat Sessions of the County of Denbigh, out 
of their speciall favo^ and kindnes to the said town and Burrough, have 
appointed the next great Sessions to be holden for the said County to 
be kept within the said Town of Denbigh, Ffor the enterteynment 
of which said justices, and other occa^ons tending to the publick good 
and honour of the said town and burrough ; It is by the Court thought 
fitt aud ordered that the summe of three and twenty pounds be 
£forthwith chardged, &c. Thos. Evans. Tict., Leonard Wms., Thomas 
Twyston and Ffoulke ap Thomas be appointed collectors." We find 
the assizes held here, likewise, in 1675, 1677, 1679, 1684, 1685-6, 
1691, 1693. 

In justice the assizes should still be held within the county town, 
and nothing could be more unjustifiable than the late removal of the 
quarter sessions to Ruthin. 

The antiquarian reader wiU, doubtless, find interest in a few curious 
law cases tried here in the time of Edward I. and Elizabeth : 

PLAINTS IN THE LORDSHIP OF DENBIGH. 

StFtraeledJirom the Ancieni Lawi and Imtittiiei qf Wain, and iramUUed hUo 

MnglUh hy the late eminent Celiie eeholar, Anxurin Owsn, Esq. 

PRINTED BT COMMAND OF HIS LATE MAJESTY KINO WILLIAM lY. 

A Plaint ofAmohyr^ 

The extent of the plaint of Madog, son of Llewelyn, amobyr col- 
lector to Harry, king of England, lord of this country, in the cymwd 
of Is Aled, against Catherine, daughter of John, son of Llewelyn, 
son of Madog, uchelwr of the said cymwd, who is present at the bar ; 
to wit, a plaint of debt— a debt of ten shillings, of gold, or silver, 
of good money of the true crown coin of Edward, king of England, 
which I am entitled to as amobyr from the said Catherine. The cause 
and matter of my being entitied is, that she committed a public fault 
with one John Mytton, on Monday, in the first week of the month of 
July in the summer season, within this year, in the trey of Ereiviad, 
in the Cymwd of Is Aled, within the territory of Edward, king of 
England, lord of this land, the which I am ready to prove through 
witnesses and evidences, as the law shall decide : and so forth. 

Plamt of breaking a Cross. 

The extent of the plaint of John Holland against John, son of 
Llewelyn, son of Madog — ^a plaint of cross-breach, to wit : the cause 
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and matter of tlie plaint ib, the coming of the said John, on Monday 
in the first week of the month of June, in the aummer teaaon, within 
this year, within the tre? of Ereiviad, in the cymwd of la Aled, in 
this lordship, and on those places, and, at that time, breaking a special 
cross, which was set up by the said John in apiece of land of hia 
property, the which is caUed Hick*s Garden : to wit, he broke it, by 
grazing, with black and red cattle, the land whereon I had aet a 
apecial cross, the ninth day of the month of May, in the presence of 
witnesses, and which has not lawfully remained ; the which person is 
to forfeit nine score of gold or silver to the lord : and so forth. 

J Plaint of wrong Cross. 
The extent of the plaint of John Holland, who is present at the 
bar, against John, son of Llewelyn, son of Madog, who is present 
at the bar — ^a plaint of wrong cross. The said John came on Sunday, 
next after the fesst of All Saints last past in this year, which is the 
twentieth year, from the coronation of Edward, king of Engknd, the 
fourth after the conquest, into the trey of Ereiviad, within the cymwd 
of Is Aled, in the territory of Edward, king of England, lord of thia 
land ; and, in the place, and day, that is named, the said John set up a 
wrong cross, to wit, a special cross, in a parcel of land, the which 
is called Plas Heilyn, wiUi its appurtenances, bemg the true property 
of the said John ; tlie which wrong cross, the said John would not 
have had set up for fifteen shillings of gold, or silver, of the good 
current money of the right coin of the said Edward, king of England 
the fourth after the conquest. If the said John ahall be so positive 
and wilful aa to deny the setting up of the wrong cross, in the form 
and manner that has been mentioned ; God and twelve to its having 
been set up by him. If he acknowledge it, let him pay fifteen shill- 
ings of the money before spoken of to the lord. 

A Plaint of Surreption, 
The extent of the plaint of John Holland against John, son of 
Llewelyn, a plaint of surreption. The cause and matter of the sur- 
reption is, the coming of the said John on the Monday next after 
the feast of St. Michad the Archangel last past within this year, into 
the trev of Ereiviad, in the cymwd of Is Aled, within the territory of 
Edward, king of England, lord of this land ; and in the place, day, 
and time I have named, took away a horse, black in colour, of my 
property, surreptitiously, the which was of the value of ten shillings 
of gold, or silver, of the current money of the right coin of Edward, 
king of England : to wit, by leading it in a halter of black hair, by 
the strength of his right hand, his arm and body in addition thereto ; 
and made use of it ; the which surreptitious taking I would not have 
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had occur for ten shillings of the said money I have named before. 
If the said John be so positive and wilM as to deny it : God and 
twelve to his having done so. If he acknowledge it, I am ready to 
take Htm ; and lei him do right to the court : and so forth." 

The following refers to the celebrated Catherine Tudor, alias Cat" 
rim y Beramt a near relative of Queen Eliiabetht of whom we shall 
have to speak more hereafter : 

** Att y« greate sessions hdde at Denbighe, 8 of EUsabeth, Syr John 
Thn^;mortonf knt.. Judge, on y« 9^ of Septr., y* Courte was hdde in 
y« Hall at Denbighe. Catrin y Beren, widow, before the Jury, enu« 
merated aU her Landes, Biilles, &c, within y« Lordshippe of Denbighe ; 
Hendregyda, Wickweyr, Qartharmon, Qwtheryn, Kadydyn (Cae* 
tyddynf) Ilcflcch, Mcriadog, PcnporchcU, Lhcchryd, TAl-y-Uyn» 
Coedystan, and Canog, ut mo. et hereditiu, ^c, eodem Catrin!* 

Assassinations and other deeds of atrodty were sometimes con- 
nected with the administration of justice in those uncivilixed ages. 
We read that ''David ap Jenkyn ap David Gnu^, of Nantoonwy, 
slew the Red Judge on the bench at Denbigh, with a dagger." The 
assassin escaped unpunished, and, long after, he publicly exhibited 
the fatal weapon corroded with the blood of this civil officer. Among 
the numerous " musty documents" preserved in the old Town Hall, 
we find a letter toudiing the murder of an alderman of Denbigh, 
addressed «' To the Bight Wor" Thomas Needeham, High Sheriff. 
These are to lett you vnderstand that we have receaved lettres from 
the Right Worshipfull S' Thomas Ghamberlaine, Knight, Cheefe 
Justice of Assise for this Countie of Denbigh, bearinge date the 20th 
of this instant Januarye, requiringe vs, in the Kinges Ma*'" name, to 
deliver unto you the bodies of certaine malefactors nowe renuiininge 
in the Towne Gaole of Denbigh, for the murtheringe of Robt. Salus- 
burye, gent, kte Alderman, and justice of the peace ; and one David 
ap Edward, xziij Jany., 1616." 



u 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



GOVERNORS OF DENBIGH CASTLE. -THE MYDDBLTONS. 



From the Wan of the Roses to the Great Rebellion, Denbigh 
Castle was chiefly used by the state as a prison for those who were 
considered dangerous to the peace of Wales. Many a stent heart, 
doubtless, pined away in its gloomy dungeons. Daring the reigns of 
Edward VI., Mary, and ElijEabeth, Richard Myddelton of GalchhiU 
was goyemor. 

The Myddeltons and Satosburies were, for ages, the most aristo- 
cratic and influential families in these parts. 

'* The Myddeltons of Gwaenynog, are of the elder branch of the emi- 
nent Cambrian House of Myddelton," as Burke observes, *' which has 
contributed three families to the baronetage of England." Their ori- 
ginal name was Blaidd, being descended from Ririd ap Blaidd, Lord 
of Penllyn, a distinguished cheiftain of the 1 2th century. He took the 
surname of Blaidd, or Wolf, from his maternal ancestor, Blaidd 
Rkudd, or the Bloody Wolf, Lord of Gest, Penmorya, whose standard 
bore a wolf passant on azure ground. He is described by the Welsh 
bard as 

« A friendly Wo\f\o cnuh ih' insnltiiig foe." 
Airid married his relative Gwerfyl, daughter of Cynfp Hirdref son 
of the aforesaid Lord of Gest. From this marriage descended some 
of the first nobility and gentry of Wales, as Lord Mostyn, Sir Robt. 
Williames Vaughan of Nannau, baronet ; the Salusburies of Llanrwst, 

A lineal descendant, of the fourth generation, Ririd ap David ap 
Blaidd, married Cecilia, daughter and heiress of Sir Alexander 
Myddelton of Myddelton, county of Salop, knt., governor of Mont- 
gomery Castle, and his descendants adopted their mother's name, 
and have ever since been sumamed Myddelton. The original 
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Mydddtoiuiy of Salop, are now extinct. Cecilia Myddelton's yonnger 
sou. Rind ap Blaidd, aliaa Myddelton, mairied Margaret, daughter and 
heiress of Griffith ap Jenkin, Lord of Bronghton, and by her he had 
*' Dqfydd Miltum Hen,'' David Myddelton the Elder,* of Denbigh, 
Beeeiver General of North Wales in the time of Edward IV. He 
had three sons, Roger Myddelton of Gwaenynog^f Thomas Myddelton, 
of Garthgynan, and Foidk Myddelton^ fadier of Rich. Myddelton of 
Galeh-hUl, governor of Denbigh Castle, (in the reigns of Edw. YI., 

^DiridMydddtoQ, whoiftCyledJtMtJMr of Denbigh in the 19th Edw. IV., and 
VaUetm GbroiMV DitL Btgk in the 2nd Richard III., paid his addrenet to Elyn, 
daughter of Sir John Done (Donne ?) of Utkinton in Chethhe, and gpined the 
lady'a affections ; hvt the parents proferred their rebitive, Ridi. Done of Croton. 
Tlie marriage was accordingly oelebrated ; but Darid Myddelton watdied the bride- 
groom leading his bride ont of chnrcfa, killed him on the spot^ and carried away his 
mistress, and married her the same day; so that she was a maid, a widow, and a 
wife twice in one day. From JRo^«r, the eldest son of this matdi, descended the 
Myddeltons of this place. 

f Roger Myddelton, Esq., of Gwaenynog, married Catherine danghter of Danrid 
Uoyd of PenUyn. Their son John married Alice, danghter and coheiress of Hngh 
ap Ellis, Bsceiriog, by whom he had Wm. Myddelton of Owaenynog. who married 
Catherfaie Conway of Bodrhyddan, whose son John married his rdative Hester 
Myddelton of Bodlys ; and his son Fovik married a rdatlTe, Elisabeth Myddelton, 
by whom he had frar sons, John, Ridiard, Roger, and Fonlk ; and two daughters, 
Mary and Arnie. John mairied Anne, daughter of Dr. Geo. Griflith, Bishop of 
SL Asaph, (AJ). 1660-7) by whom he had six children, John, George, Roger, 
Jane, Anne, and Christina. The eldest, dyhig without issne, left Gwaenynog to his 
brother George, who was fiither of the Rer. Thomas Myddelton, Rector of Melton- 
Mowbray; whose son. Dr. Robert Myddelton, of Gwaenynog, was Rector of 
Rotherhithe, Surrey, and died in 1815. He was succeeded by his son, the Rer. 
Robt. Myddelton. 

( Foidke Myddelton married BCargaret, danghter of Thomas Smith, alderman of 
Chester. 

** I mention Thomas Myddelton, another of his progeny," says Pennant, "only to 
prore that the costom of the Irhh kowi, or Seoieh Coranieh was in vse among as; 
fbr we are told he was buried " eum magna doUtre et damor^ eognaiorum et prO" 

ptH^mnTWH OfllflttMI. 

Healsoobserres, "InthishouseisaAeoifof George Griffith bishop of St Asaph, 
who was consecrated to this see, Oct 28th, 1660, In reward for his piety and great 
sufferings in the royal isanse. He wasof thehonseof PenriiyiiinCikeniBrTondiire, 
to which he added fiesh lustre by the excellency of his conduct^ &c. He died ex- 
actly six years after his coneeeration, and was interred under a plain stone in his 
own cathedral." But according to a list of the bishops of St. Asaph lately pie- 
sented to the Author, he hdd the see teeen years. Among the coiporation records 
we find a memorsndum that " T%onuu Orifiiht son of George Bishop of St. Asaph; 
and Hugh Grosrenor, son of Sir Ridi. Grosrenor of EpUm (Eaton,) in the county 
of Cheshire, were swome burgesses of Denbigh in 1666." 

On learing Gwaenynog, Pennant makes this remark : — ** Mod Famma superbty 
u 2 
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Mary, and Elisabeth,) who manried Jane Dryhnrat, daughter of Hugh 
Dryhunt, aldennan of Denbigh ; by whom he had 8ir Hugh Myddel- 
ton, aldennan of London and Denbigh ; 8ir Thomaa, Lord Mayor of 
London, and bnrgeaa of Denbigh; Capt. William Mydddton, (QwUym 
OanMr^ the celebrated nayal ofScer, and great Wdah bvd ; and 
aereral other children. — See Whiiehareh. 

Charlea Myddelton, the fifth son, incoeeded hia fiither aa governor 
of Denbigh Caatle. 

WiOum Myddeltan, the Poet, 
Was the third son of Bichard Myddelton of Oalch-hill, and Jane hia 
wife. He received his edacation at Oxford, bat the thirst for military 
renown, and the wish to see the world, led him to plough the ocean, 
and ''seek the bubble reputation, e?en in the cannon's mouth/' 
He signalised himself by saving our fleet, when sent, in 1591, to 
intercept some Spanish galleons^ off the Aiores. Philip IL, got 
intelligence of the design, and equipped a fleet ten times aa great, to 
frustrate our plan. Capt. Myddelton kept company with the enemy 
for three days, until he got ftdl intdligenoe of their strength, and 
left them just in time to apprise Admiral Howard of the unequal 
conflict, and inevitable destruction, which awuted him. He therefore 
took timely warning and sailed off. It would, however, appear, from 
Pennant, that Capt. Myddelton sacrificed his own life in the affidr ; 
for, says he, " We are at a loss whether to admire his courage or 
blame his temerity — 

* Wben bis one bark anavy did deiy/ 
He fell, oppressed by numbers, leaving to the astonished enemy 
an immortal proof of his own valour and of British spirit." But we 
may be mistaken, perhaps he means the vice-admkal. Sir Bachard 
GrenviUe, who, he says, *' was unavoidably left behind." 

Capt. Wm. Myddelton translated the Book of Psalms into Welsh 
verse, — an inimitable composition, (so far as rhyme and alliteration are 
concerned,) finished in the West Indies, in January, 1595,* as it 
appears from the note appended.—'' Apud ecuium ineulam Oeeidenta-- 
Hum Jndorum,** This master-piece of Welsh alliteral concatenation 
was chiefly composed at sea, as a Welsh writer observes, **Er iddo 
fod yn mhell o*i wlad enedigol, yr oedd ei eereh yn favor iuag atti, ae 
er iddo fod yn mhlith rhed oedd yn eiarad iaith eeironol, y Oymraeg 
oedd iaith ei/eddwL" According to Pennant, his " Barddoniaeth" 

terminatea one yiew ; and tbe niina of Danbigb Castle bunt awftiUy on tbe eye at 
tbe termination of the concluding path." 

* Pennant saya January 4th, 1595 ; a oorreapondflDt of the Proteitimt, January 
24tb, 1559. The hitter cannot be correct as to the year. 
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or Art of Wdah) Poetary, was published in London, in 1593. The 
writer already mentioned teDs ns that his Welsh Grammar was printed 
that year. Both must mean " Qrammadeg Barddomaeth^*^ or Gram- 
mar of Poetry. His yersion of the Psalms was also published in Lon- 
don» in 160% by Thos. Salnsbury, after onr author's death. It was 
reprinted at Llanfair-Caereinion, in 18279 'with a masterly preface by 
that eminent Welsh scholar and poet, Walter Davies. It is said that 
Capt W. Myddelton and Capt Thos. Price, Plasiolyn, were the first who 
smoked tobacco publickly in London, and that the cockneys flocked 
from all parts of the city to see them. This practice is commonly as- 
cribed to Sir Walter Raleigh, and he is said to hate taught ^een 
EUiabeth to smoke ; but Capt. Myddelton may have been the first who 
*'bumt his weed" under public gaze — ere good King James had yet pen- 
ned his learned work against thb " heinous sin," called " The Cawnr 
terhUut to Tobaeeo/* for we can hardly think that so loyal an officer 
would do such a thing afterwards, as if to show his contempt for 
the scrupulous notions of his royal master, and his brother Sir Hugh's 
particular fHend. Capt. W. Myddelton is known among the poeta as 
ChoUym Canaldrtft which is merely his proper name tnmed into 
Welsh.* 

Sir Thomae MyddeUcm^ 
The fourth son, was the founder of the Chirk Castle family. He 
was Lord Mayor of London, in 1613. We find the following memor- 
andum among the Records of Denbigh : — 

<< Primo Die Mail, 1617. 
Sir Thomas Middleton, the elder, knight. Alderman and Cittizen 
of London, late Maior of the said Citty, and lord of Chirke and 

* It has been sdd tiuit he onoe naded at the olcl RUnbettMoi hooaeb in High, 
gite. If our poet ww the bnildflr, it soon paaeed oat of the hends of the ftmily. 
A hmdred end iif^ yean ago, the home in qnestion was an inn, called the 
King's Head, occnpied by Richard Jones, eloehydd, or derk of the parish. In 
1700, Highgate, with the Old School, was, by a corenant of John Roberta, tanner, 
of Denbigh, with Laneebtt Bnddey, cleric; Thomas Baker, derk j and Ambrose 
Bnrdienshaw, gent, settled upon Margaret, wife of the said J. Huglies. ThisMar- 
garet afterwards married John Roberts, alias Webster, who, in the early part of his 
history figures as a gentleman, but ends his prodigal career on a cobbler's stooL 
In 1702, Webster, for jf 100, makes Highgate over to Christopher Sharke of the 
Inner Temple, for 500 years, at the annnal rent of one pepper-corn. In 1705, 
Sharke sold it to John Myddelton, Esq. Webster also sdls his remaining daim 
for ten shillings. In 1724, John Webster, afias Roberts, oobbkr, makes a mar- 
riage settlement with Sidn «eA Hitiorl of Tremcirdiion, ginng her the lease of a 
tenement caUed Lloft-yr-ardd, once standing by St Hilary's Chapel, (occapiod a 
oentary back by " Ffonlk Hoghes y Qochydd,") on condition that she should bring 
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Ghirkdandy fourihe sonne to Bichard Middleton^ gent.« &c., was 
admitted and aworne a burgeaa of Denbigh, &c. On the same day^ 
John Lloyd of Wickwer, gentleman, beinge a derke attendinge his 
Ma^iM Counsell of the Marches, and one of the Attorneys of the Great 
Sessions, &c., was admitted, &c." 

Pennant observes, *' It is recorded, that having married a young 
wife in his old age, the famous song of 

' Room for cuckolda^ here^oomei m j Lord Mayor* 

was invented on the occasion." 

Sir Thomas married Charbtte, daughter of Sir Orlando Bridgeman, 
Keeper of the Great Seal, who lost his Seals in 1672, for refusing to 
affix them to the king's insidious Dedaration of Liberty of Consdence. 
Sir Thomas is represented in armour, with a grey bear^ and long black 
hair. 

Queen Elizabeth granted Denbigh and Chirk castles to her 
j favourite Bobt. Dudley, Earl of Leicester, on whose death Chirk 
Castle came to Lord St. John, whose son sold it to Sir T. Mydddton 
in IdPS."** We should also mention, to the eternal honour of his 
memory, that Sir Thomas Myddelton provided the Welsh '' nation" 
with a new edition of the Holy Scriptures, at his own expense. 

Sir Hugh Mydddton, 
The sixth son, displayed unusual talents at a very early age. 
He first began to manifest his enterprising and benevolent spirit in a 
futile search for cod within a mile of Denbigh, as appears from the 
following reply to Sir John Wynne of Gwydir : — 
** Honourable Sir,— I have recdved your kind letter. Few are the 

him a dowry of £A0. The kdy leems, however, to have dedined the propoeali, 
the match was broken off, and, in 1730, Cobbler Webster told this last remnant of 
his esUto for ifl4. So moch for the poofs traditional residenoe. 

"^ Mb heir, Sir Thomas, bad been created a baronet six yean before his &ther's 
death. He was snoceedod by his own son. Sir Thomas, whose daughter Charlotte 
first married Edward, Barl of Warwick, and afterwards, the Poet Addision. He 
was succeeded by his brother Sir Ridiard, who left a son. Sir William, on whose 
decease, unmanied, in 1718, the baronetcy became extinct. The estate then leU 
to Bobt Myddelton, Esq., of liysvassi, and from him to John Myddelton, Esq., 
whose son, Richard, was M.P. for the Borough of Denbigh, and married Anne 
Rushont, sister of Lord Northwich, by whom he had Rich. Myddelton, Esq., who 
died unmarried, (1796,) leaving his three sisters coheiresses; CharlotU, who mar- 
ried Robt. Biddulph, Esq., of Ledbury, Hereford ; and Crofton HaU, Worcester ; 
and left Robt Myddelton Biddulph, Esq., M.P. for this County, her son, hdr; 
Maria, who married the Hon. Fred. West, brother of Lord DeUwarr, by whom 
she had the Hon. F. R. West, of Rnthin Castle, M.P. for the Denbigh Boroughs. 
The third sister died unmarried. 
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things done by me, for which I gi^e God the glory. It may please 
yoa to understand my first undertaking of publidc works was 
amongst my ompm, within less than a myle of the place where I hadd 
my first beinge (24 or 25 years 8inoe») in seekinge for ooales for the 
town of Denbigh, ftc. 

''As for myself, I am grown into years, and foil of business here at 
the mynesii the river at London, and other places — ^my weeklie charge 
b^g above ^00 ; which maketh me very nnwiOinge to undertake 
anie other worke ; and the least of theis, whether the drowned lands 
or mynesi," (which Sir John wished him to undertake,) "requireth a 
whole man with a large purse. 

" Noble Sir, my desire is great to see you, which should drawe me a 
farr longer waie ; yet such are my occasions at this tyme here, for the 
settlinge of this great worke, that I can hardlie be spared one howre 
in a daie. My wieff being also here, I cannot leave her in a strange 
place. Yet my love to publique works, and desire to see you ()£ God 
permit) maici another tyme, drawe me into those parts. Soe, with my 
heartie eomendations, I comitt you and all your good desires to 
God. Tour assured loving cousin to command, 

LoDOB, Sept. 2d, 1625. Hugh Myddblton." 

The following particulars are chiefly derived from the Gentleman* t 
Ma^annef (1792,) with additions from various other sources. The 
supply of water afforded by the ancient London "eonduiUf* had, in 
the reign of Elizabeth, become very inadequate to the wants of the in- 
creasing dty, and an Act was obtained "to cut and convey a river 
from any part of Middlesex or Hertfordshire^ to the dty of London ;" 
but was never carried into effect. 

Early in the reign of James I. another Act was obtained '' for bring- 
ing in a fresh stream of running water to the north part of the City 
of London," but the difficulties appeared so great that the citisens 
dedined to undertake such a project. 

However, Mr. Hugh Myddelton, a native of Denbigh, and a dtisen 
and goldsmith of London, who had amassed a large fortune by a sil- 
ver mine in Wales, and who had urged the dty to apply for the above 
mentioned Acts, undertook to carry out the object. 

He made an offer to the Court of Common Coundl, in March, 1609, 
to b^;in the work on their transferring to him the powers which they 
possessed under these Acts ; and commenced the work, on the Ist of 
April following, entirdy at his own risk and expense. Various diffi- 
culties soon occured ; — the art of engineering, and the sdeuce of 
hydraulics, were then but little understood ; and he experienced many 
obstades from the owners and occupiers of the lands through whidi 
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the stream was to be brought. The springs of Chadwell and Amwell* 
where he commenced his operations^ are 22 miles from London ; but» 
in order to avoid the hiUs and Talleys, he was compelled, in his ignor- 
ance of hydraulic principles, to make the stream traTd oter more than 
38 miles, occasionally constructing aqueducts over valleys, and tun- 
nelling through rocks and hills. He, however, soon found that his 
New River swallowed up the i$2000 per month which he received 
from his Webh mines, and petitioned for an extension of the time, 
^th a fresh term of four years, he again set to work ; and, having 
adjusted the claims of interested land-holders in a friendly manner, he 
was so reduced in finances, when he had brought the water near En- 
field, that he was compelled to entreat the co-operation of the City in 
the great and useful design. The City refused to grant him any aid, 
and he then petitioned King James himself, who, upon a moiety 
of the concern being made over to him, agreed to pay half the ex- 
pense past and to come. The work now proceeded rapidly, and was 
finislied according to Mr. Mydddton's original agreement; and, on the 
29th of Sept., 1613, the water was let into the basin, now called the 
New River, which had been prepared for its reception. It so. hap- 
pened that, on the same day, Sir Thomas Mydddton, his brother, was 
elected Lord Mayor of London, and that he proceeded, with the Re- 
corder and many of the Aldermen, to see the opening of the river, of 
which Stowe gives the following account : — 

" A troop of labourers, to the number of sixty or more, well ap- 
parelled, and wearing green Monmouth eap9, all alike, carrying 
spades, shovels, pickaxes, and such instruments of laborious employ- 
ment ; marching after drums twice or thrice about the dstem, present- 
ed themselves before the mount — ^when the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
and a worthy company beside, stood to behold them ; and one man, 
in behalf of all the rest, delivered a speech. At the end of which the 
floodgates flew open, the stream ran gallantly into the dstem, drums 
and trumpets sounding in a triumphal manner ; and a brave peal of 
chambers (pms) gave fbll issue to the intended entertainment." 

It now only remained to convey the water to the various parts of 
the Metropolis, the expense attending which was considerable, and it 
was some time before the water came into general use. So little were 
the advantages of this New River then understood, that for the first 
nineteen years, the annual profit per share scarcely amounted to 
twelve ehiUinge /* 

* The foUowing statement of the diyidendfl that have been paid, wiU give an idea 
of the progreasiTe improremeot of the ooncem, and the valae of each ahare : — year 
1633. £3 4s. 3d. ; 1640, jt^Z 28. 8d. ; 1680. £U^ la. 8d.| 1700, j^Ol 16i. 6d; 
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Thii noble tindertflldng cost ^SOO^OOO,* an immenM Bum in those 
days, and at its Completion the once wealthy and public-spirited 
Myddelton found himself a mined man. '* He receiyed/' as Pennant 
obserresy ** the empty honour of seeing himself attended by the king 
and his court, and all the corporation of London, &c. His own fair 
fortcine being expend^ on an undertaking which now brings in to 
the proprietors an amazing revenue, he was forced to become a 
hireling sunreyor, and was eminently successful in e?ery place where 
draining or mining were required. He senred in Parliament, for the 
borough of Denbigh, in the years 1603, 1614, 1620, 1623, 1625, and 
1628. He presented a silver cup to the corporation of Denbigh, and 
another to the head of the family, both of which are still preserved. 
On that at Gwaenynog ik inscribed, Mentem n&n mtmir# i Omnia h Deo. 
Hugh Myddelton." Sir Hugh died in 1631, having been created a 
baronet in 1622. 

When we Ireflect upon the public spirit and persevering industry of 
this great man, we cannot but regret that he and his family not only 
reaped no benefit from this great national undertaking, but were actu- 
ally impoverished in its accomplishment. Lady Myddelton, the mo- 
ther of the last Sir Hugh, actually received a pension of ^20 per an- 
num from the Goldsmith's Company, which was afterwards continued 
to her son. Sir Hugh, in whom the title expired.. Some of the family 
have since been under the necessity of asking relief from the New 
River Company. Pennant says that the first Sir Hugh Myddelton 
left a certain number of shares to the Goldsmiths' Company, to be di- 
vided among the poor members. A correspondent of the AreJuBologia 
Cambrenns observes, ''The Goldsmiths' Company, to whom Sir 
Hugh left a New Biver share, for the benefit of poor members bearing 
his name, of his kindred, or country, probably possess information 
regarding his descendants ; and the transfer books of the New Biver 
Company would show into whose hands the shares charged with £ \ 00 
have passed from time to time. The Oentlenua^U Magasme says, " He 
was obliged to part with the whole of his property in the scheme, 
being thirty-six shares vested in him, out of the seventy-two into 
which it was divided.'' This is, however, incorrect. 

1720, jnu 15s. 7cl. ; 1794, jf 431 5s. 8d. ; 1809, ^^472 5i. 8d. Twenty yews ago 
tliey were estimated at aboat jf 6,944 per share. 

* Sir Hugh alone spent jf 160,000 ; and then parted with one-half to King James, 
and afterwards, one-half of his remaining half, to parties unknown, resorring but one 
fonrth to himself and his heirs. As the six bequests of his Will contained all the 
tMrteen shares which belonged to him, 2 and one-sixth shares of the New Raver 
gifen to each legatee, 
vr 
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Denbigliy may justly be proad of haying gi?en birih to a man of 
such eminence and god-like beneYolence, but it is much to be r^pret- 
ted that we haye no public monument to his memory. 

On a amall isle^ formed by the stream that supplies the river at • 
Amwell, a tribute of respect was paid by the late Mr. Robert MylnCt 
surYcyor and engineer to the company^ and the celebrated architect 
of Blackfriars' Bridge^ to the memory of Sir Hugh Myddeiton. It 
consists of a Totiye urn, erected on a monumental pedestal, which is 
surrounded by a dose thicket of mournful trees and evergreens. An 
inscription appears on each side of the pedestal. That on the south 
is as follows : — 

''Sacred to the Memory of 
SIR HUGH MYDDLETON, Baronet, 

Whose successftil care. 

Assisted by the patronage of his King, 

Conveyed this stream to London — 

AN IMMORTAL WORK I 

Since man cannot more nearly 

Immitate the Deity 

Than in bestowing Health." 

The inscription on the north is a latin version of tlie above ; that on 

the west describes the distance from Chadwell, the other source of 

the river, &c., ; the east, records its dedication as 

" A Humble Tribute to the 
Genius, Talents, and elevation of Mind, 
Which conceived and executed 

This important Aqueduct. 
By Robert Mylne, Architect, 
In the year 1800." 
There are a few more facts worthy of notice in Sir Hugh Myddelton's 
connection with Denbigh. On the 20th Sept., 1597, he signed the 
bye-laws made under Elizabeth's charter, which he appears to have 
been instrumental in obtaining. He was first alderman under that 
charter. There is another autograph commencing with " Ta/od 
our i^nffenau dedwydd,*' followed by some expressions of regret at 
parting with his brethren, the citizens of Denbigh, whom he seems to 
have specially visited on this occasion. On the 5tli Sept., 1616, is 
recorded the presentetion of Sir Hugh's Cap. 

*' Curia Convocationu tenia apud Denbighe^ Quinto Die Septem- 
brii, 1616. — ^Be it remembered (for the glorye of God, and the p'pe- 
uall memoriall of the giuer,) to o' posteritye, that Hughe Myddeiton, 
Esqui', Cittizen and Gouldsmyth of London, and first Capitall Burges, 
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and first Alderman named in the late Charter^ granted by the late 
Qneen Elizabeth (of famous memorye), hath freelye bestowed ypon 
the nowe Aldermen^ BayUfies, and CapitaU Burgesses of this Towne^ 
and ther successors for e*; on great silver Cvpp^ of thirtie owncea 
gouldsmythes weight, with his name Tpon it, and his armes, with motto; 
' Omnia ex Deo,* Not to be vsed by any officer alone, or any other 
priuat man, but to be only Tsed at the publick meetings of the said 
Aldermen, Baylifies, and CapitaU Burgesses, and ther successors for 
e', or at any pyblique meetings for the credit of this Towns ; and to 
be kept in no one man*s custody, but in the same chest wher the said 
Charter is kept/' 

He continued a capital hurgeu till his death. Hugh Lloyd of Fox* 
hall, was elected in his stead, Dec. 31, 1631. Sir Hugh Myddelton's 
Will was proved on the 21st of the same month and year.* 

* We «re informed (list an sdvertiMmeiit appewred in BHPm Weekly Meeeenger, 
V$j 29th« 1837, caning upon the deacendanta of Sir H. Mydddton to daim the 
aam of ;£ 10,000 then lying in the Bank of England. In 1843, the liOrd Mayor of 
London wrote » letter to the Mayor of Denbigh enqidring if any known deaoendanta 
of Sir Hngh Mydddton were to be found here. 

From the pedigree, CPV* 138^ It waa beUered that the direct deaoendanta were ex- 
iinci, but a Dr. Hamilton aet iqp a claim, in 1845, although be must have been miain- 
formed aa to the actnal circnmatanoea of Sir Hogh Mydddton at hia death. The 
following speared in a public print :^ 

*' Sir Hngh Middleton having nearly mined himself by bringing the new Rlrer to 
London, parted with Us interest in it to the New Riyer Company, reserring to him- 
sdf and Us heirs for erer an annuity of jf 100 per annum. This annuity ceased to 
be claimed some 'time about the year 1715, and is consequently about 129 or nearly 
130 years in arrear. Sir Hugh appears, from a genedogy in my possession, to hsTO 
left four diildren, vis., Jane, who mairied'Dr. Peter Chamberlain of London ; an- 
other daughter iHiose name or marriage is not noticed ; » third, who married Sir 
George Bingham ; and a son, Sir Hugh, the second Baronet; by none of whom, ex- 
cept the ddest daughter Jane, does there appear to have been any issue. By her Dr. 
PMer Chamberlain had four diildren, riz., Elizabeth, Dr. Peter, and Dr. Hugh 
Chamberlain, and John who was defendant in a suit brought by Sir Horinden Walk- 
er about aome property, in which Lord Anglesea was concerned. Of none of these 
is any issue recorded in my genedogicd tree, and the presumption is, that no male 
deacendant of Sir Hugh surriTod the year 1715. Elizabeth, the ddest child of Dr. 
Peter Chamberlain, married William Walker, Esq,, of Tanhard's Town, in the 
Queen's County, Ireland, by whom she had six children : tIz., WiUiam, who died, 
unmarried, before 1725 ; Sir Horinden, who married twice — first the daughter of a 
Colond Pftdsey, who died without issue ; and second, Margaret, daughter of Judge 
Jeilreyson, by whom he appears to have had a daughter, Maigaret, who died un- 
married, dxrat 1778, in Holland; Sir Chamberlain Wdker, M.D., one of the 
Physidans to Queen Ann^ who had by Catherine, second daughter of — CaTen- 
didi, Esq., and widow of , seven children, his first wife, Dame Rich, 

w2 
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widow of Sir CharlM Rich, luTiDg no children— «f these eevvn all died without 
iesne, except the eldeet, Chamberliin Walker, Esq., who married Catherine, dacgh- 
ter of the Right Honourable J. Bingham, of Newbrook, in Ireland, (I beliere,) bj 
whom he had three children : Rer. Chamberlain Walker, mj nncle, who married 
Marj, daughter of Walter Glascodc, Esq., by whom be had nine children, of whom 
only one, Jane, the eldest, who is unmarried, at preeent snrriTee; of the others, 
two haTO had issue; Elisabeth, who married John Hill, Esq., and died in Americi^ 
learing one daughter; Fhoioes, who died at Ludlow, about 1807, leering no issue; 
and Sarah, my mother, who married the Rer. Dr. Wmiam Hamilton, and died 
in 1837, learing six children aliTO, of whom I am the eldest. And as only my 
cousin Jane and I are the representatiTes of Sir Hugh, how can we proceed to ro* 
corer the elapsed annuity, or can it be rec o v e red ? — Dr. H," 

We should hare preriously obserred, In respect to the foregoing genealogical table, 
that a correspondent of the Arehmohgia has these remarks i — " Collins did not know 
whether the Capt. (mentioned in the former pedigree) was son, grandson, or nqphew, 
of tiie last Sir Hugh. Alen^on, in 1769, makes the Ci^t to have been of the Hack- 
ney baronetcy, and with Heylin (edit 1773) makes that title not extinct, but the 
RutUn and Chirk title to have been extinct Pennant, 1781, has—" The last baron- 
et of this branch (Ruthin) died few years ago." 

" Now, it is to be obserred that the Sir Hngh, who was made burgess in Aug., 
1681, could not have been of tiie Hackney branch upon any supposition.'' No Sir 
Hugh of the Chiric bsronetcy, (created in 1660) erer existed. 

" Simon left a charge on some of his New RiTsr sharee, of ;£ 100 a-year, to Us 
deceased brother Henry's heirs, and j^O legacy to each of his nqihews, William 
and Henry ; and book the desoendanti of 1792 knowing nothing of this £\ 00 a-year, 
it has been coijectured that William did not die without issue, but that his heirs in* 
herited it and Uie baronetcy. As the grandson, WHliam, was not called a baronet in 
the ipir/ of 1678-80, and if there was a third baronet. Sir Hugh, who died in 1675, it 
is dear that the great-grandson of 1681 could not have been the son of William. 
Again, as William was not a baronet in 1678-80, and if the great grandson, Sfar 
Hugh, was not, then it is improbable that whoever was, should, as well as William, 
have died between 1678-80, and Aug., 1681 — the only way of making the great 
grandson to hare been William's son. 

** It therefore is probable that there was a % Hugh, third baronet, who did not die 
without issue, and that the great-grandson was his son, and judging from dates, that 
the captain was the fifth baronet of Ruthin, and that Joseph, of 1792, might have 
claimed the title." 

A great deal of interest has attached ItMlf to the vast accumulated wealth said to 
He unclaimed by the descendants of, or next of kin to Sir Hugh Myddelton, but the 
whole matter is involved in considerable mystery, and entangled with many legal 
doubts. In the first place, it has been a question whether or not any such accumu- 
lation existir at all— whence it has arisen, and where it is lodged. It has been 
argued that Sir Hugh was compelled to part with all his interest in the New River 
before his death j—but it appears ftook his will tiiat thirteen shares were still hi his 
possession, one of whidi he bequeathed to his son William, (after his widow's decease) ; 
one, to bis son Henry ; one, to his son Simon; one, to bis daughter Elisabeth; one, to 
his daughter Anne; one, to the Goldsmiths' Company, in trust, &c Again, it has 
been suggestsd that all those shares may have been sold after YAm decesse, to pay 
his debts; but the wttl only gave his executrix power to seU/oicr, or a portkm of 
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such four shares, for that purpose. He had also Qpssessioii of certain valuable 
uines, and from the numerous other legacies, left to vaiions parties, it would not 
appear that he was so much reduced as has been stated. It is not our business to 
proTO that the purported will is a genuine document; — ^if it Is, and we know not 
that it has been questioned, it is a moral obligation, resting with the New River 
Company to show to whom and when the shares in question have been transfer- 
red, and who is in receipt of the dividends paid{upon them — we say it is a duty 
which the Company owe to his descendants, or next of kin, — to the public at large, 
and to themselves, to remove the present impression that the property is uiyustly 
withheld from the rightfol heirs. Whilst the statements respecting the property in 
question remain unoontradictedy the presumption ii that they are true, and the en- 
quiry turns upon — ^who are the next heirs at law? The daimants at Denbigh, or con- 
nected with this neighbourhood, are numerous, but mostly persons in indigent cir- 
cumstances, or actually poor people. However, they and their anoeators have 
borne Sir Hugh's name from time immemorial, and some of them are in possession 
of copies of Sir Hugh's Will, and pedigrees, attested by copies of various parish re- 
gisters, for several generations back. Mona. Louis, in his " OUatun^t in North 
Wale9," gives a rather amusing account of a Aitile application made on their behalf 
to the Goldsmiths' and New River Companies :— ** The author of this little book, 
some years back, took a lively interest on behalf of thto neglected family, and made 
out their pedigree, with all the necessary vouchers, such as births, marriages, and 
deaths, and took along with him one of the fiunily up to London, in order to appeal to 
the companies for some portion of the charity of Sur Hugh Middleton. He had pre- 
viously written a letter to Bir. Smith, the chairman of the New River Company, 
informing him of the intended visit at the next board-day. When it arrived, we had 
to wait for some hours before the water directors arrived in their splendid equipages. 
We were at last ushered into their presence, and shown two seats near the chairman. 
We were now elevated above the directors,' who sat round a hirge green-baiaed table, 
and it was a good time for them to quiz at us ; but our companion was so enraged at 
them that he forgot all his English, and wanted courage, and was ready to walk off, 
when the chairmsn put the question to the directors, *' who ever heard of a claimant 
on their shares ?" The chairman informed us, that If we could point out who pos- 
sessed the share of "Dame Elizabeth," that he had not the least doubt but that 
gentleman would yield up his daim. Mr. Chairman knew wdl enough that after a 
lapse of two hundred years, we could do no such things. As such we left these 
gentry to laugh at us when we departed. We visited also the Goldsmiths' Company, 
and the reply we had to our petition was, that Sir Hugh left no share ; but we knew 
that several persons received quarterly money from Sir Hugh's charity. In short, we 
made our way home as wise as we were before." Since our author speaks of the Den- 
bigh claimants as " the descendants of Sur Hugh Myddelton," we conclude that the 
pedigree which he drew is that which derives them from Sir William, son of Sir Hugh, 
and not from William his brother, which, after repeated and careful examination, ap- 
pears to us the most feasible. This, however, does not materially affect tbeir^daim, 
supposing the luieal descendants to be extinct, as well as those of his eldest brother, 
Richard, who married a daughter of John Price, Esq., of u^nimpftn. Simon, the 
second " son of Galch-hiU," is said to have left no issue. Hence, the descendanU of 
*' Myddelton the Poet," must^be the nearest heirs at Uw. We subjoin the pedigroej 
(i>. 161) which appears to us the most authentic. 
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GENEALOGY OP WILLIAM MYDDELTON, ESa 

TFUliam Myddeltan, the Poet, Uiird son of Galch-hill, died ante 
1603. 

Wmiam Mlddl«toB, gwit., 'died 1040, and wm Vvrried mt 
Wbitchnth. QnaiT— Whether nrom coMtable of Hlgh- 
■treet Wsrd, 1018, m Wm. MiddleCoD, mbbcbb i end dected 
Cepitel Burgew, or eonmon-eomiellinBD, In 1099, instead of 
Hagh Fttiy, geiit«, m Wm. MiddlalOD, babbbbasbbb.^ 



Wmlhe, MiddletoB, hoherdMher, sworn 
BoifMi of De&Mgh, Ant. 1st, 1088. 



T 



Homphrej llrddelton Cm presooMd), hatter. 
QoeiT— Bon of F. M. Haberdasher? 

I 

Fonike MTddleton, hatter, who died ITQI, had 
by Lucy, bis wife,— 



I 



Humphrey, who died in 1889. Edward, diea in 1837, leafing 
Only e ur f i f iii g Issue, Elisa- three sons and two daughters i 
both, BOW litiag at Denbigh. Humphrey, Edward, Robert, 

Anne and Jane, all llTing. 



Chailea, whoee wifb'a 
by whom be ~ 



1 



Fonike MiddeltOB, tanner, bnigt 

Denbigh. 



of 



John, died la 1788, child. 



Charles, died May 98th, 
1783. 

John, married at Banfor 
Cathedral, Anril 7th, 1780. 

Charles, died NoT9nd, 1848. 
Re had by Marr, hb wMe, 7 
children : John, deadi Charles, 
dead t Thomas, living at Den* 
Ugh I Richard, dead { Robert, 
desd I Hartaret, liring at Den- 
bigh | Anne, dead. 



Foulke, who married Elita* 
both Parry, at Ruthin, Dec. 
97th, 1738. Died 1790, Med 
M. Often told witness that 
he was deseended from Wil- 
Uam, Sir Hugh Ifydddton's 
brother.t 

I 

John, who married Eleanor 
Parry, at St. Hilary's. May 0, 
Died 1780, aged 89. 

Jane, dcadt Elisabeth, living 
at Chester! John, ll^ng at 
Clifton { Charles, dead t Cathe- 
rine, living at Denbish 1 Peter, 
dead I Eleanor, deao. 



N.B.— MyddeltoB of Caarwys, deseended from the Llwyn family, and the 
descendants of Elisabeth Myddelton of Rhydgaled, are not derived. Qubbt.— 
Wbetiier the former are deeeended from " John Midddton, eldest sonne of John 
Mlddelton of Astbat Ffabmb, burges in 1018 {'* and the latter from Riehard, 
eldest son of Oaldi-blll (7)— but sn Illiterate perMm, some years baek, eommitted 
the fiunily records, wills, deeds, &e., to tiie lames, |nst to get rid of them. 



* Meroer and hiberdaaher, were often nsed m 87n(myRioii8 term8, and per8on8 of 
rtapectibilitj engaged in the badness. In after yean, he may ha^e retired, and been 
styled "a gentleman." Bnt some make Wm. Myddleton, gent., who died In 1840, 
to have been a son of Sir Wm. Myddleton, Governor of Denbigh Castle. Tliafc 
seems to ns improbabtoi and contrary to the fbmily triMlition. Howerer, a more 
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dlUgeatrrM«rdk«mcnigtliacarpor*terso(mli, mi^tNlTslliaprablMi — tAttbnh» 
mt nqihaw or gnndioD oTUw taitator. 

t As thUFoiilkBiiraib(imlnl680,hii«fidMicainnitba«oiulda«dBaiieluira, m 
to hit deueut troin Wllli*m MrdddUm tbs Pott) MidtlM ftcttlMtoarbndliDot 
known to lukte ■rntnfl an; irealU, lika bb jonagar brathvi, najaocxiuit lor Vtm 
compuatiTB lad!(Bnc7of thoH H jdddtoni wbo daim m titi* to Sir Hn^'iMCMin- 
mnlktod propartr 1 taiU Ui own pr0|«nr we wtlnet, thajrwaoatteiBlf IhanntflC 
kin, being dnomdnl fKn u Mm bratlMr. It ii ilM mU tbM Um td« Dr. 
Mjdddton, awMoynog, wbo raait bo tUowsd to bo ■ good antbdritr, oAoi dedtrod 
Ibat Iba pktriirdi tllnded to wu the uaxt hdr, and that, at a getunl mnatinf of all 
dalmaoti. In 1810, It wu niunimoiidr dwddad that tbe mom Fonlke, wbM lirinf, 
waa the neanat known heir of tha tealator. 

Id Mflj to the aathor, •oms month* back, hari CWpbell (tated that ba had 
ban aannl timet applied to on behalf of Sir Hugh Mfddelton'i deaecndanta, lot 
had no poww to interfere. We hdine that tha appUeanti hare hitherto bUed in 
obtdningaoT latiifkction dmpljr bacwue thef hare not goDe the right waj about it. 
Sluoa none irf than aia tnomben of tbe Ooldimitba' Companr, they bare no legal 
elalm to anjr beoeflt from the ihare left in tnut to that body, bnt thej tia*e a joat 
title to what their iUnririotia anoaator wflled dlractlf to Ua b«tn. If any ancb pro- 
pertj liea nndalmed, or nnrigbtaontlr witbbdd. It 1« nw^ to b« regrettad that iw 
able, penererlng, and detatnliwd lawyer, eaa be had to take up tka nbject, and Nt 

the qneatioa at reat. 
We ihould perhipt tdd, in conduuon, that the Hreoth "ton of 

Oalch-hiU" wu Robert Myddelton, dtixen and 11(1111161 of London, who 

is mentioned at page 126. Fonlke, the eighth aoo, was High 

Sheriff of the Coantj. Price, the ninth ton, died leaving no iune. 

Thk annexed vood- 

cnt repreaenta Galch- 

hill, vbere Sir Hugh 

Hyddelton i> avppoi- 

ed to haTe been bom. 

It ttanda on a gentle 

liillto thewmlh-weat 

of the old CMtle, at 

the diatance of a few 

field*, and commandi 

a fine view of the 

stapendoni ruina of 

the fort. Near thia in b« 

apot the ParliamenUrian General, daring the Great Siege of 1645, 

threw up hia entrenchments, for the pnrpoae of atonuing the fartreta 

on iu moat expoaed aide, and battered the whole face of ita mighty 

walla, making frightful breachea, without being able to take the 

place. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



GOVBRNORS OF DENBIGH CASTLE CONTINUBD— THE 8ALU8- 

BURIES OP LLEWBNI. 



We are left in ignorance of Uie history of Uiia ancient, eminent, 
and we may say lUostriona Gambro-Norman family* prior to the date 
of the Conquest ; further than that its founder was a German knight, 
or nobleman, who came over with the Conqueror, and claimed his 
descent from the imperial and immortal Charlemagne; taking his 
surname from his native city Saltzburg, as De Saltglmrgt or SdLU' 
huryt Anglicised into Salushwy. The Salusburies had a much earlier 
connection with this locality than the Myddeltons. Adam de Saltz- 
burg has been already mentioned as captain of the garrison of Den- 
bigh under Henry II. He was descended from the royal House of 
Bavaria. The Rev. Sir Charles Salusbury, hart., to whom the sub- 
stance of these remarks was submitted, before publication, assured 
the author that he found the arms of the family, — ^the white lion, 
&c., with their heraldic motto, " Sat eat jprostrasse Leant,** emblazoned 
over the gates of Saltsburg. This important fiftct induced the writer 
to reconstruct the whole of this article. The reader is not, perhaps, 
aware that some have doubted the possibility of the Salusburies of 
Llewcni having descended from Adam de Saltzburg, since Prince 
David ap Griffith complains, in his " Greefes,*' that Reginald Grey of 
Ruthin cut down his woods at Lleweni, which, it has been contended, 
could not have been Am, if the Salusburies were already settled there ; 
and it has been suggested, as more probable, that the first Salusbury 
of Lleweni was some relative of Margaret Countess of Salisbury, 
or Salesbury, wife of Henry de Lacy, whose family also came over 
with the Conqueror, and were called De SaiMuty, long before they 
acquired the title of earls of Salisbury. But it may be answered that 
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Prince Darid probably laid no further daim to the woods than what be- 
longed to him as Lord of the Manor of Denbigh, and Chief-ranger of 
the Forest of Ueweni, by yirtue of the royal grant, and the legitimate 
and responsible protector of the vassal tenants. There is nothing in 
David's claim, or in the laws of feudal tenure, inconsistent with the 
possibility of the Salusburies holding lands and tenements within 
the precincts of the Forest at that very time. Again, we have no 
record of Margaret De Salisbury having any relatives, of her own 
stock, in this neighbourhood, although such may have been quite pos- 
sible. Besides, she was not of German descent, so far as we know ; 
the first representative of her family, in England, being Walter de 
E vreauz. Earl of Rosmar, in Normandy. It is also very remarkable that, 
although the Salusburies have mixed with so much genuine, noble, and 
even princely Welsh blood, their features and complexion, for the most 
part, preserve an unmistakable German cast. The females, in particu- 
lar, are fair, blue-eyed, stately, and generally handsome, if not beauti- 
ful women ; whilst the males are tail; straight, athletic, mostly sandy- 
complezioned, fine -looking men; with a dignified and somewhat 
haughty deportment, and a high-spirited and rather irritable temper- 
ament, with a keen sense of honour. The features of " Syr John y 
Bodiau*i* efSgy, at Whitchurch, must be pronounced as decidedly 
of the genuine Salusbury physiognomy, moulded in a cast from life ; 
and differing, in a striking manner, firom those of his lady, which have 
much of the Welsh mould of the Myddeltons. 

We have mentioned, elsewhere, that, according to Peter ElUs, the 
first Sir John Salusbury of Lleweni, died in 1089 ; his father being 
settled here in the time of the Conqueror. He also states that the 
first Salusbury 0/ Lleweni was Syr Harry Ddu, a name rendered 
famous by our ancient Welsh minstrels. ReinaUt, however, makes 
this Syr Harry to be the fourth Salusbury, who died in 1 289. But we 
think the latter must be mistaken, as the knight who died in 1 289 
was Sir John Salilsbury, who, on his return from the Crusades, in 
1284, founded the Abbey at Denbigh, as proved by a monumental 
brass discovered, in the crypt of that ruin some years back. Accord- 
ing to Burke, this Sir John was grandson of Adam de Saltzburg, 
governor of this Castle ; but he tells us, elsewhere, that Lleweni was 
given to Blaek Sir Harry, by Edward I., in 1284. It would, however, 
appear to us, that the only way of reconciling these disagreeing 
auUiorities is to take Sir John, who founded the Abbey, to be Black Sir 
Harry's son, and grandson of Adam de Saltzburg. So far as we have 
been able to decipher, no Salusbury is mentioned in Henry de Lacy's 
Charter, when he grants tenements, &c., within and without Uie 
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walls of ** Dynehieght** and at ^'Leweny,** to his numerouB followersy 
the Del Feket, Pilots, De Weitmorlands, Blakebum$, ^c. The 
fact of their ab'eady holding their grants, direct from the crown, may 
aocoont for this remarkable omission. 

According to our Welsh records, Lleweni was originally called 
IdymarehweithiaHf Uie Court of Marchweithian, one of the found- 
ers of the Fifteen Tribes, or patrician families, of North Wales ; but 
tradition makes it to have been nothing more than PwU^y'Llyffant^ 
or Toad's Pool, until 8yr John y Bodiau slew the white lioness in the 
Tower of London, and was, henceforth, commanded by the king to 
bear a white lioness (" llewetC**) on his shield, and set one over his 
hall door ; and hence the place was called Lleweni, This evidently 
refers to the heraldic motto — Sat eet prostnuee Leoni. Indeed, the 
author, although a very sanguine Welshman, cannot help coming to 
the conclusion that it is quite as possible that Lleweni may be a Welsh 
corruption of the Latin Leoni, the very word inscribed over the en- 
trance of the ancient palace, as its being an English ** barbarism*' of 
the Welsh Llwyniff or groves. It is not known to what the legend 
refers, but it may be rendered, " It is enough to have prostrated to a 
lion, — ^to have done homage to a lion ;*' or, " it is no disgrace to have 
succumbed to a lion," or, " the magnanimous lion requires no more 
than homage as a title to the territory." Most of those heraldic mot- 
tos are ambiguous. Whether these armorial bearings refer to any 
grant or title from Richard Coeur de Lion we know not. The three 
crescents and Saracen (as seen under Sir John y Bodiau* s head) 
evidently refer to the Crusades. 

The ancient palace of Lleweni was, in its time, one of the most 
princely mansions in North Wales, and although it stood on a dead 
level, surrounded by its extensive Forest, it commanded an enchant- 
ing riew of the Casde and Town of Denbigh, — a city built on a hill; 
as well as of the majestic heights which flank the Yale, especially on 
its eastern side. The original house was built in A.D. 720. This 
venerable and interesting mansion was taken down for materials to 
build Kinmel Palace. The old Lleweni Library, (a collection of an- 
cient, curious, and rare works, valuable MSS. connected with the 
history of the Salusbury Family, and the annals of Denbigh Castle ; 
paintings of old masters, &c.,) became either scattered or lost. The 
fined-toned old organ, which once stood in the great hall, is that now 

* JJewen, now Ltewewn, is the dinunutiye of ttewei, a lioness. Both Lleweni 
and Lleweeog belonged to the Salusburies, and have eyidentlj the same etymology.. 

t There is another attempt, by writing it "lAyweni," to derive it from 
Xr/y, what spreads, a plain ; and gwfn, a smile; i.e., say they, a imUmg plain. 

x2 
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• 

at St. Hilar/B Chapel. The Ute Lord Dinorben'a father also cat 
down the remaina of the ancient Forest, and realized a very burge sum 
of money by the timber, haying bought Lleweni for j6209>000, much 
lesBy it is aaid, than the real value of the estate. 

But to return to the history of the Salusbury ikmily. Beinallt 
informs us that Stfr Harri Ddu, (so called from his being of the order 
of knights who wore black armour) married Nesta, daughter of the 
celebrated Ithel Fychan. 

The SalusburieSy like many other noble Normans, became, by ma- 
trimonial alliances with ancient Welsh fkmilies, thoroughly naturaliz- 
ed — acquired the Welsh language, habits, sentiments, and character ; 
and were held in the highest favour and honour among that people^ 
as well as possessed of immense territory in these parts. From 
Lleweni they spread over the whole country — Bachymbyd, Bache- 
graig. Rug, Llewesog, Maescadam, Brynbarcut, Dolbeledr; Plasisa, 
BrynsyUty, Berthddu, Henblas, (Llanrwst,) ftc., came to their des- 
cendants; with large estates at Lleprog, Clocaenog, Llanrhaiadr, 
Llanfwrog, Llandyrnog, Gwytherin, &c., &c. We have heard some 
of their progeny say that they acquired much of this territory "\)j 
false accusations and unjust confiscations, ftc." This, we believe, 
however, to be untrue ; on the contrary^^ moat, if not all, came by 
lawful marriages with rich Welsh heiresses, who, no doubt, thought 
such alliances highly honourable ; and so they were looked upon by 
the Welsh people and their minstrels. Hear how highly the Welsh 
bard speaks of John Salusbury of Rug and Bachymbyd, in his ** Mar« 
riage Ode :"— 

Si6a oryr y gwyr i gyd — Sidnwrol, 

SiAn eurwalch Bachymbyd, 

Sidn fwyaf sdn o'i fy wyd, 

Sidn ben ar bawb sy'n y byd. — Si$n Tudur. 

The Salusburies of Lleweni, like most of the Welsh nobility, joined 
Syr Rhys ap Thomas, and took up arms for the Earl of Richmond, 
afterwards Henry YII. 

When the Earl of Leicester enclosed Denbigh Common, two of the 
sons of Lleweni, joined the mob of burgesses, exasperated by this 
encroachment upon their "chartered" right to the pasture of the 
Forest, and levelled his fences. Dudley construed this into iiigh- 
treason, and had these two young gentlemen executed. No act of his 
could have rendered him more odious to the Welsh than this le^al 
murder of these two Salusburies. 

We have said, elsewhere, that Thomas Salusbury, who was executed 
for his share in the Babington Plot, was the son of John Salusbury 
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of lieweni, and Catherine of Berain. He suffered in 1586, nineteen 
years after William Salusbury translated the New Testament into the 
Welsh Language, This Thomas Salusbury, was, probably, a Roman 
Catholic, judging from the fi&ct that he joined in a plot to assassinate 
Queen Blizabeth, with the yiew of placing Mary Queen of Soots on 
the throne of England, notwithstanding his own mother was a near 
relative of Elizabeth ; Catherine of Berain, alias Catherine Tudor, be- 
ing greai-grand-daughter of Henry YII., in female descent ; and also 
descended from Sir Owen Tudor, on her father's side. But Arch- 
deacon Newcome makes this very plausible conjecture, as to the cause of 
his treason : " Irritated, probably, by this judicial oppression," (the 
execution of the two Salusburies mentioned above) '* and alienated 
from his allegiance to his lawful sovereign,'* (Elizabeth) " by this 
calamity to his family, as a member of this house, he took part in the 
Babington conspiracy, and was executed." For several ages afterwards, 
a portrait at Lleweni represented him as bearded, and dark-complex- 
ioned, dressed in a grey surtout and black vest, with his breast open, 
neck bare, and gold earrings, with his bonnet in his hand. 

*' Syr John y* Stronge" was also represented in half4ength, stout, 
with dark hair, but no beard ; with a great ruff, and yellow figured 
jacket, having a sword in one hand, A.D. 1591, ML 24. ** St^r John 
y BoditnC* died in 1578. Sir John the Strong succeeded to the 
estate upon the execution of his brother. The first (?) Sir Harry was 
represented sitting in his shirt, with his breast open, a red mantle 
cast upon one arm, red breeches, purple stockings, and rich lace slip- 
pers. Pennant speaks of a fine picture of his eldest son. Sir Thomas, 
** who was as much distinguished by his pen as by his sword." He 
was a distinguished loyalist in the time of Charles I., and was repre- 
sented as on the point of quitting his family to join the army, and 
taking leave of his lady and three children ; dressed in a buff sur- 
tout and brown boots, with a rich scymetar at his side ; being attended 
by two greyhounds and a groom, dressed in a long linen gown, with 
the Salusbury arms as a badge on his shoulder, and holding a horse. 
Sir Thomas was educated at Oxford, and had a natural genius for 
poetry and romance. He wrote the ** History of Joseph,** in English 
verse ; and died at Lleweni, in 1643. 

There was also a fine portrait, by Lucas de Heere, of " Catherine of 
Berain," in the costume of the time of Queen Elizabeth^ date 1568. 
She wore a locket (said to contain the hair of her second and favour- 
ite husband. Sir Richard Clough) suspended to her neck by a gold 
chain. She had four husbands: John Salusbury of Lleweni, Sir 
Richard Clough of Denbigh, Morris Wynne of Gwydir, and Edward 
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Thellwoll of PIhb y Ward. She died Aug. 27th* 1 59 1, and was buried 
at Llannefydd, on the Ist of September. No monument perpetuates 
her memory* but her portrait is preserved at Garthewin. Tradition, 
which is always extravagant* and has a special delight in the marvellous* 
has given this famous lady no less than seven husbands. It is said 
that when performing her last duty at the tomb of her first lord* she 
was escorted to church by Sir Richard Cloagh* and home by Owen 
Wynne of Gwydir* who expressed a wish to be her second spouse* 
and received the civil reply* that his offer came then too late* for she 
had already promised her hand to Sir Richard* in going to church ; 
but that if she should be called to perform the same melancholy cere- 
mony over that gallant knight* he might rest assured that he 
should be her third benedict; a promise which she* afterwards* honour- 
ably performed. Roger Salusbury* a younger scion of Lleweni, mar- 
ried a daughter of Sir Richard by Catherine of Bcrain* and so obtain- 
ed Bachegraig. 

Sir John Salusbury* by the aforesaid marriage* united the estates 
of Lleweni and Berain* which fell* by inheritance, to his eldest son 
Sir Thomas* whose melancholy end we have already described. 

We gave* in Chapter xvii* an abstract from the Rhyl MSS.* from 
which it appears that " Catrin y Beren* widow*" at the Great Ses- 
sions held at Denbigh* 8 Elizabeth* enumerated before Baron Throg- 
roorton and the jury* all her "landes* millcs*" &c. See page 147. 

The Salusburies of Rug descended from Piers Salusbury of Bach- 
ymbyd* son of John* the son of Thomas Salusbury* the elder, of 
Lleweni* who married Margaret* daughter of Evan ap Howel ap 
Rhys ap David ap Howel* and Winiver* or Gwenhwyfar* daughter and 
heiress of Eliseu ap Griffith ap Eiuion of Rug. 

The most distinguished member of this branch of the family was 
Col. William Salusbury of Rug, alias* 8aUhr€r Hoaanau Gleieion, 
that most faithful* brave* and unflinching loyalist* who held this for- 
tress upwards of two years* in defiance of the power of the rebel 
parliament* of whom we shall have much more to relate hereafter, 
— See a fuU account of the Great Siege of Denbigh, in a subsequent 
chapter.* 

* It is very remarkable thai the military history of Denbigh commenoea and enda 
with the Salusburief . It is highly probable that Adam de Saltzburg* the first re- 
corded captain of the royal garrison of Denbigh* was attacked in the same fortress, 
five centuries prior to the time when his **Blue Stocking*' descendant was besieged 
here* for we are told that Llewelyn the Great, when he took poaaession of the Welsh 
crown* fonod only a few fortresses, garrisoned by the English, left in the power of his 
unde Da? id ; and that he took Denbigh by assault^ making a great alaughter of the 
garrison* to which exploit hb laurato* Llywarch ap Llewelyn, alias " Prydgdd y 
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Bat the most eminent of all the Salusbnries was William Salusb'urj 
of Cae-dn* the first tranalator of the New Testament, from the originid 
Greek (compared with the Latin Vulgate), into the Welsh language. 
He was descended from the Salnsburies of Plas Isa, Lknrwst, a 
younger branch of the Lleweni family. Robert Salnsbury, fourth 
son of Sir Thomas Salusbury, the elder, of Lleweni, married Wini- 
▼er, daughter of Rhys ap Einion Fychan of Plas Isa, a lineal descen- 
dant of Prince Griffith ap Gynan. Their son, Foulke Salusbury, mar- 
ried one of the Pulestones of Anglesea, and had by her two sons, 
Robert and William. Robert, married Lowry, daughter of Sir Robert 
Rhys, Cardinal Wolse/s chaplain, and grand-daughter of Rhys ap 
Meredith, who snatched up the Lancastrian standard, when Richard 
III., in a desperate attempt to slay Henry (the YIL, afterwards), 
*'felled" the standard bearer. Sir Wm. Brandon, at the battle of Bos- 
worth Field. William Salusbur/s pedigree, from the celebrated 
Ednyfed Fychan, Lord of Brynffanigl, (Abergele,) general, chancellor, 
and councillor of Llewelyn Uie Great, is given as foUows :— 

Rhys. 

Griffith. 

Rhvs. 

Robin Fychan— Angharad. 

Rhys ap Einion Fychan — Catherine, of Plas Isa. 

Robert Salusbury — Gwenhwyfar. 

Foulk Salusbury. 

I 

William Salusbury. 
He received his education at Oxford, whence he removed to London, 
for the purpose of studying the law at Thames Inn, Returning to 
Wales, he went to reside at Cae-du. It has been said that he was 
conversant with eleven languages; Welsh, English, Latin, Greek, 

Moeh," refeni, in foUowing line, 

"A DMychwrthrych orthorriani-^ar JU, ifc.'* 
whidi we may render into Englisli, thns : — 

" Conspicuous Denbigh they overthrew 

And, in th' assault, a thousand slew." 
And, while the king of England was laid under excommunication, the Welsh took 
advantage of the pope's authority, and drove aU the English out of Wales. 
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Hebrew, Chaldee, Syriac, Arabic, Italian, French, and Spaniah. He, 
howeyer, wrote almost exdoaiyely in Welsh. Seven of hia works atOl 
exist : 1, the first Welsh almanac e?er printed ; ita object being eyi- 
dentlj to instruct persons anzions to acquire a knowledge of their 
mother tongue, commencing with the alphabet, &c., containing the 
calendar, &c., and ending with prayers, &c., 4 to., London, 1546 ; 2, 
An English and Welsh Dictionary, dedicated, by permission, to Henry 
YIII, " Imprynted at London, in Foster Lane, by me John Waley, 
1547, Cum primlegio ad imprimendwn wlum ;*' 3, **Dymekw€liad MUr 
y Pab" Downfall of the Pope's Altar, London, 1550 ; 4, *^Jrwem- 
ydd Tr laith Oamberaec/* An Introduction to the Welsh Language ; 
5, A Translation of the Lessons, &c., of the Church into Welsh, called 
** Kynniver Idyth a Ban o*r Scrythur ag a ddarlUir yn yr EecUU 
hryd Commune SuIub, a (hnlia trvnfr Vhoyddyn — O Gamberetgiat 
William Saleibury ;" 6, A masterly Treatise (in Welsh) on Ehetoric, 
printed after his death ; 7> A Translation of Uie New Testament into 
Welsh, published by Humphrey Toy, London, 1567. 

The male line of the Salusburies of Denbigh haying become extinct, 
Lleweni passed to the Cottons of Combermere Abbey by the mar* 
riage of Hester Salusbury, sister of the last Sir John Salusbury, 
(in the reign of Charles II.), to Sir Robt. Cotton, whose descendant 
sold it to the Honourable Thomas Fitzmaurice,* as we haye said else- 
where. 

* Onr seoond-door ndgfaboun, in the " Land of CbeeH»" haye hitherto boeeted 
not a little of their " Great Cheshire Hero/' the gallant and diatingiiiahed General 
Lord Combermere, and we anticipate that they will not be lo *' agreeably f nrprised*' 
to be told that their hero Unoth Cheshireman by birth, haTing drawn hia fint 
breath within the libertiea of the ancient Borough of Denbigh. The following Cacti 
are from the pen of a gentlemen who has taken no Uttle trouble to inTeitigate this 
matter, ezpreatly for this work. V It may not be generally known that Llew- 
eny is the birth-plaoo of that disfingnished military commander^ General Lord 
Viioonnt Combermere ; one of Her Majeety'i Privy Council, Knight Grand Croea 
of the Order of the Bath, Knight Grand Cross of the Order of the Gnelphs of Han- 
over, Conitable of the Tower of London, Lord-Hentenant and Cuatos Rotulomm 
of the Tower Hamleti, Colonel of the Ist Life Guards, Governor of Sheemeas, 
and Doctor of Ciyil Law. This venerable and gallant nobleman is son of Sir 
Robert Salusbury Cotton, bart, (creation 1677) by the daughter of James Russel 
Stapleton, Bsq. This lordship was bom at Ueweny, but the year of his birth is a 
matter of some doubt, as the omission of his age, in all works on the Peerage, 
would seem to imply. " Dod^t Summary qfAll the Titled Cla$$ei^* supplies the 
additional and not uninteresting information — the place of birth of all holders of 
title. Therein it is very correctly made to appear that Stapleton Stapleton Cotton, 
waa bom at ''Lleweny Hall, Denbighshire;" yet it is a somewhat singular hd that 
there is not to be found, in the parish niters of Denbigh, Henllan, or Bodfary, a 
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John Salusbiiry, Esq., Chnmberlain of Denbigh, waa the Jirtt high- 
sheriff of this county, and Sir John SaluBbury of lieweni, the 
second. 

For some farther account of the Lleweni Family, See Whitehureh. 

record of the then inftmt heir of the Combermere Abbey and Lleweny estates 
(and alto the inheritor of a baronetage, and the representive of one of the most ancient 
Cheshire families | and, through the female line, of the very old fiunilj of the Salosbu- 
ries of Lleweny,) having reoeiTod the rite of baplism. Yet, notwithstanding the 
neglect of registering the rite, it is beyond caril that this Stapleton Stapleton, first, and 
present Viscoont Combermere, is, by birth, a native of the principality \ for liis Lord- 
ship was, most nnqnestionably, bom at Lleweny ; althongh, probably, he is the last 
of his race connected in any way with the neighbourhood of Denbigh. And, further, 
tradition has it that the then infant heir of Lleweny, &c, was admitted into the 
Chnrch, by baptism, in the great hall of his hononred father's last named seat. 
The same testimony (tradition) bruits it that so great were the rejoicings, and the 
excess to which they were carried, on the occasion of the "thrice happy" event, 
that the important duty of recording the ceremony was never once thought oH 
We now come to the fact held in some doubt — ^the year of his Lordship's birth. 
Dod, in his work before alluded to, has it that he was bom in 1780, and Forester, in 
his '* Pteragt Compendium^* gives the same year. Yet, with great deference to the 
above authorities, we feel bound to state that there are a number of circumstantial 
facts, aU supporting the conviction that, in this particular, they are in error. In tlie 
very subsequent year, 1 78 1 , we find on the list of shrrifis for this county, the name 
of the Honourable Thomas Fitimaurioe, (fttther of the late Lord Viscount Kirkwall, 
brother of the first, and unde of the present Marquis of Lansdowne) the then pro- 
prietor of the estate, by purchase from the aforenamed Sir Robert Salusbury Cotton. 
It may positively be affirmed that " 1780," assigned, by the quoted authors, as 
being the year in which the subject of tliis memento was bora, is decidedly incor- 
rect ; and that there is not now left among, " the oldest inhabitants," even one able 
to recount that great local event — the birth of the then heir of Lleweny, &o., while 
there are now living several individuals who well remember the following year, 1781, 
as that of Ifr. Fitxmaurice's sheriffalty — ^his splendid equipage and grand cavalcade, 
on the occasion of his escorting the judges of the Court of Great Sessions, in the 
spring and autumn of that year. It may, likewise, be stated that, some years ago, 
there resided in this town an aged female who went by the appeUation of "Nurse," 
firom the feet of her having acted in that capacity to the infant heir at Lleweny. This 
person was in the receipt of gratiuties from the Cotton femily, for several years, pre- 
vious to her death. In further proof of tiie error alluded to, we give the dates of his 
Lordship's several commissions, and an epitome of his military services : — Second 
Lieutenant, Feb. 26th, 1790 ; Lieutenant, March 16th, 1791 ; Captain, Feb. 28th, 
1793 } Major, March, 1794; Lieutenaot- Colonel, 9th of the same month and year ; 
Colonel, Jan. 1st, 1800; Mijor-General, Oct. 30th, 1805; loco/ rank of Lieutenant- 
General, Aug. 1809; Lieutenant-General, Jan. 1812; General, May 27th, 1825; 
Colonel of 1st Life Guards, Sept 16th, 1829. In August, 1793, his Lordship 
accompanied his regiment, 6th Dragoon Guards, to Flanders, and served to the 
end of that campaign, and until June in the following one. In 1796, he embarked* 
la command of the 25th Light Dragoons, for the Cape of Good Hope, and 
Y 
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Dod deriTe8 ihe Rer. Sir Charles John Salasbiiry^ Bart.^ of Llaa- 
wem, Monmouth, who lately sold Salusbory Place, to Dr. Pierce of 
this town, from Thomas Salusbnry, who was knighted by Henry YII., 
after the battle of Blackheath. 

•erred a ihort bat actiTe campiSgii under Sir llioinai Creig ; wlienoe he aooompa- 
nied hie regiment to Indie, where he eerred In the memorable campaigne of 1798 
and 1 799, againet Tippoo Saib, Inoloding the battle of lAaUayelly , and the aege of Ser- 
ingapatam ; at the former he particularly distingaiehed himself. In 1808, he proceeded 
to the Peninsula, in oommand of abrigade of cayalry, oonslsting of the 14th and 16th 
Light Dragoons^ at the head of which he distingnisbed himself during the campaign 
in the north of Portugal, including the operatioiis at Oporto, and afterwards at the 
battle of TalaTera. Barly in 1810, our heroic countryman was appointed to the 
oommand of the whole allied cavalry under that most illustrious wanior the Duke 
of Welliugton, end remained in that oommand until the termination of the war In 
1814 ; baTiog distinguished himself at the head of the caTalry upon every occasion 
that presented itself, including the irarions actions in coTering the retreat from Almei- 
da to Torres VedraSf battle of Busaco« actions of Villa Garcia and Castmjon, 
battles of Fuentesd'Onor and Salamanca, where he was sererely wounded* end, second 
in oommand; actions at El Bodon, battles of the Pyrenees Orthes, and Toulouse. 
In reward for his senriccs, he was raised to the peerage, by the title of Baron Comber- 
mere of Gombermere Abbey, Cheshire. His lordship has repeatedly receired the 
thanks of Parliament for his sonrices in the Peninsula, and he has receiTed a medal 
for Sering^atam, the gold cross and one dasp for the battles of Talavera* Fnentes 
d'Onor, Salamanca, Orthes, and Toulouse ; and the sil? er war medal with three clasps 
Ibr Busaco, Ciudad Rodrigo, and the Pyrenees. In 1825 and 1826, as Commander-in- 
Chief, bis lordship served at the siege and capturo of Bhurtpore, when be was re- 
warded by being advanced to the dignity of a viscount. In tho latter year. Here 
we may remark that his name is second amongst the general officers on the 
Army List for the present month, and that the Earl of Cork there appears as the 
first general In the service, both having been Gasetted the same day, 27tii May, 1825. 
It vrill seem strange that Lord Cork, stated by Dod and others, and, doubtless, cor- 
rectly, to hare been bom in the very year (1767) In which Lord Combermers's 
parents wore married, who has served in Flanders, at Valenciennes, and Dunkirk ; 
accompanied the expedition under Lord Moira in 1794 ; served in Egypt, In 1801, 
and was present at the taking of Alexandria, and is made to be Combeimere's senior 
by IS years, should not also be his senior officer, of some years standing. But the 
hd is, both of these noble and gallant officers, are much, very much nearer of an 
age, as the following record of Lord Combermere's parents' marriage, and the bhrth 
of their issue, will clearly demonstrate ; to say nothing of the absurdity of the 
thought that at the immature age of sixteen years young Cotton (supposing him to 
have been bom in 1780) oould have been entrasted. In 1796, to embark for the 
Cape of Good Hope in command of the 25th Light Dragoons. Sir Robert Selusbury 
Cotton, 5th baronet, married (1767,) Fkances cohelres of James Russel Stapleton of 
Bodryddan, Esq., and had issue i 1, Robert Selusbury, who died in 1799 ; 2, Staple- 
ton, 6th baronet, Ist baron, and Viscount Combermere j 3, William, in Holy Or- 
ders I 4, Lynch, Colonel in the army, died in the East Indies 1799 ; 5, fVances mar- 
ried (1792,) Robt. 11th Viscount Kilmorey ; 6, Penelope died 1786 ; 7, Hester Salus- 
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Sir Walter Bagot nmrried the heiress of Salushury of BachTmhyd, 
and thus the estate came by luheritance to the present Lord Bagot. 

Perhaps, we should not forget to mention Hester Lynch Piozsi, 
daughter of John Salusbury. Esq.* of Bachegraig, Bodyel* ftc, who 
was, in her day, a well-known literary character and an authoress, 
and a particular friend of Dr. Johnson. She was first married to 
Mr. Thrale, M.P., of Sonthwark, and afterwards to Signor Piozsit a 
Florentine, and a celebrated violinist 

In conclusion, it may not be improper to observe that many indi- 
rect, distant, and even spurious off-shoots of this ancient and honour- 
able stock, have, from time to time, assumed the name of Salusbury, 
to strengthen weak or doubtful titles ; whilst many of their more di- 
rect descendants have become reduced to indigency or poverty. 
Families, like empires, have their rise and decline ; their creation and 
their extinction. Virtue alone is immortal. 

While wfaiC*i7 tempaata vw«ep the snow-etpp'd hiUs, 

Or Ternel diowen awell the moontaia rOlsf 

While lummer lephyn bremihe on tlow*rf dales. 

Or goldea eatamn gilds the f less of Wales, 

The year within its chronie drde rolls, 

Or Earth rerolTes upon her ley poles— 

80 long the mem'ry of the wise and Just 

Exliales its hallow'd firagraaoe from the dosL 

Thns, Camhfia's bards of William 8Bl*sbttry teU 

How, he, immnr'd witliin his ehimney eell,^ 

Screen'd from the Marian perseevtor's rage, 

Tum'd to their tongne each bright inspir'd page 

Of God's eternal Teoth — whose lustrous ray, 

IHum'd the mom of Reformation Day. 

From Oabdo's eeO burst forth its moraiag star. 

Which shed, o*er Wallla's hiUs, its Ught afiui 

Dispell*d the night of superstition's gloom. 

And broke the speU of soul-enslaying Rome! 

Okbat Sal'sbobt needs no scnlptur'd marble fame — 

While Truth still lires, lires his Immortal namef — Glahmob. 
* Cab-do is now a deserted ruin 1 The chimney is a massire stack of masonry, In whldi is a 
small secret closet, with a loop-hole window, where the Reformer is said to haTe executed hiM 
sacred task. 

It should also be mentioned here, that the leaned and eminent Dr. Morgan, afterwards Uahop 
of St. Asaph, who is consldcfed as the first translator of the wbolb Bible Into Welsh, was onee 
rector of Denbigh. 

bviy Maria, died anmarrried in 1845, aged 73 ; 8, Sophia married (1803) Sir Henry 
Mainwaring Mainwaring of 0?erpeoyer co. Cheater, lMffonet,and died in Bfay, 1838." 
Therefore, Heater Salnsbnry, their ievenih issae, most have been bom in 1773, bat 
Stapleton Stapleton, their teeond child, waa not born nntil 1 780, aeren yeara after hia 
yoanger rister, which, aa Euclid would aay, ia absurd ; and a dear proof that car 
Yeteran warrior ia a much older man than stated by Dod. 
Cotton HaU, Denhtgh, was buUt in 1713. 

See an aeeotmi qf the Fitzwumaricee qf Ueweny in a eubeequeni chapter. 
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CHAPTER XX. 



EMINENT NATIVES OF DENBIGH CONTINUED.— THE CLOUGHS. 



The annulB of Denbigh need not be pursued further to convince 
the reader that the reign of Elizabeth may be considered as the 
Augustan epoch of its history. We are indebted for the materials out 
of which the following biographical sketch is compiled to a great 
number of sources^ especially to " The Li/e and Times of Sir Thomas 
Greeham/' " Pennant Tour,*' ^-c. :— 

'* bir Richard Clough was a man of distinguished character* who 
raised himself, by his merits from a poor boy at Denbigh, to be one of 
the greatest merchants of his time. He was, first, chorister at Chester^ 
then, had the good fortune to become apprentice to the famous Sir 
Thomas Gresham, and afterwards his partner ; with whom he may be 
considered as joint founder of the Royal Exchange, having contributed 
several thousand pounds towards that noble design. His residence 
was chiefly at Antwei*p, where his body was interred : his heart in 
Whitchurch. He is said to have made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, 
and to have been made Knight of the Holy Sepulchre : this is con- 
firmed ; for he assumed the five crosses, the badge of that order, for his 
arms." His wealth was so great that, " Efe a aeth yn Qlough,*' or. 
He is become a Clough, grew into a proverb, on the acquisition of 
wealth by any person. But, according to another biographer, his 
origin does not seem to have been quite no humble and obscure. He 
says, *< His father, Richard Clough, was of sufficient consideration in 
Denbigh (where he followed the trade of a glover), to become allied 
to two families of worship. I believe the surname of his first wife 
was Holland ; and his other wife was a Whittingham of Chester. 
He survived to so great an age, that he obtained the epithet of " Hen,*' 
He had eight children by these two ladies, Richard was the fifth. 
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** In his early youth," says Fuller, " 1^® was a chorister in the cathedral 
of Chester, where some were so affected with his singing that they 
were loath he should lose himself in empty air, (church music begin- 
ning to be discountenanced), and perswaded, yea, procured Ids remoyal 
to London, where he became an apprentice to, and, afterwards, part- 
ner with Sir Thomas Gresham.'* Both Fuller and his copyist. Pen- 
nant, are, however, wroqg as to his connection with Sir Thomas, who, 
writing from Antwerp, in 1553, just one year after Glough had come 
into liis serrice, calls him, "Mj/aetor that is here resident ;*' and 
Clough, in his last wiU, caUs himself no more than a " servant" So, 
in 1563, we find Gresham applying for Crown-land for his ''factor** 
Clough, having, as he states, " ryght well deservyd yt." And, again, 
"The Countys Chancellor (the count of Mansfield) presentyd to 
my /actor, in his Master's name," says Gresham, " a sylver stand- 
ing cupp, of the vallew of xx lib., and the Countess sent hym, by one 
of her gentyll-women, a littcl feather of gould and syWer of the val- 
lew of X lib. &c. This cup " wholle gilte" was to remain as a " stand- 
ard" for ever, and on no account to be removed from Bachegraig. 

Respecting his visit to our Saviour's tomb, and his religious senti- 
ments, we read thus : — 

" In the fervour of youthful zeal he performed a pilgrimngc to Jeru- 
salem, where he was created a knight of the Holy Sepulchre^ 
' though not owning it,' says Fuller, ' on his return, under Queen 
Elisabeth, who disdained her subjects should accept such foreign 
honour.' Pennant, and other Welsh writers, have, in consequence, 
styled him iStV Richard Clough, by which name he is known at this 
day among his descendants. His religious impressions he probably 
inherited from his mother, the daughter of a Whittingham of Chester, 
that family having been distinguished, as it is well known, for their 
adherence to a party, ' whose indiscreet seal,' in the words of Isaac 
Walton, ' might be so like charity, as thereby to cover a multitude 
of errors :' they nevertheless set an early example of schism in the 
Church, when they established themselves under John Knox, Miles 
Coverdale, Christopher Goodman, and others, at Genoa, in the year 
1555." The same writer observes, " Clough had resided so long at 
Antwerp, that he had acquired the minuteness of a Dutch painter. 
Whenever he took up his pen, the spirit of one of the chroniclers 
seems to have inspired him ; so that it was nothing uncommon for 
him to cover ten or twenty sides of foolscap paper with the description 
of a pageant or some other subject, involving long details, in which 
he delighted." Gresham, in a letter written to Mr. William Cecil, says, 
*' My servant is very long and tedious in his writing." That the reader 
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may eee bit style, and have a tpedmen of the orthography then uied^ 
we give an extract of a letter written by Clough to Sir Thomas Gres- 
ham concerning the Custom House at Antwerp. 

"Xms. ad 31st de Dyssember, a^ 1561, in Andwarpe. 
Byght worshepfull Sir, 

Ytt maye please you to understande that I sent you my last by onre 
Engglishe post, wherein I wrotte you of all ibyngs att large. Syns 
the which, I haye received your mastershepps, of the 20th date ; well 
understanding the effecte thereof. 

First, whereas, your pleasure is that I shall make inquiry amongst 
your fiynds here for the order, and how they do youse the matter 
in hyryng outt of their toll or Goustom here, with the wholl systeme 
thereof, — I have (thro* the frendeship of your gossepp, Crystofer 
Prowne, now beyng Treasorer of the towne of Andwarpe) gotten outt 
in Doche the pryncypall partyculars thereof; the menyng whereof is 
in Enggleshe as hereafter foloweth, &c.** This letter occupies more 
than twenty sides of folio paper. Further on he writes, ** Sir, I am 
glad to heare that thys thyng is ca]lyd for, hoping that suche order 
shalle be takyn therein, that it ahalle be for the Queues Majesties 
profett, and the honor of the realme. For as the matter is now yous- 
ed, it is agaynst conscyence to hear the tallke that goeth, howe the 
Queue is disseved ; which must needs be trewe, consyderyng the 
order that they do youse, (which is to no resone) ; [namely] that the 
Queues coustomes must stande uppon the reportt of v. or vi. serohers, 
(more or lesse,) wliiche serchers are men knowne to be men that wyll 
be coropptyd for moneye. For, in the openyng of a fatt taVL of syllks, 
some tymes I doubt it is broughtt over to the coustom house for fust- 
yans, or suche other ware. ♦♦***♦**♦** 

They wryte allso iliat the Pope makyth grett labore to have a gen- 
eralle counsell ; and that there ys all redy att Trentt above c.c. Bess* 
hops.* As towchyng all other your affaires, I wrotte you att large yes- 
terdaye by the Enggleshe post ; havyng not ells to wrytt you att Uiys 
presentt, butt preying Gh>d to send your worsheppe, with my Lady, 
grace, lielthe, and long lyfe, to the honor of God, and to your harts 
desyre. 

Your mastershepp's Servantt, 

Bye. Glough." 

Sir Richard was an intimate friend of Humphrey Lloyd, the anti- 
quary, and the geographer Ortelius, and was particularly fond of mu« 
sic. lie was also greatly given to the study of astronomy and archi- 

* The Ckmndl of Trent began to be held on the 13th of December, 1545, and ter- 
minated on the 2iid Deocmber, 1563. 
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tectore, and left here many curious monuments of his taste in the 
last named art. Pennant giTes the following account of Bachegraig 
as it then stood : — 

** Not far from Tremeirchion, lies, half-buried in the woods, the 
singular house of Baehegraig ; it rises into six wonderful stories, and 
forms the figure of a pyramid. In the windows are several pieces of 
painted glass — ^the arms^f the knights of the Holy Sepulchre, with a 
heart, including 

1567. 
R* G* 
C. 
his own and his wife's initials ; and beneath, * Cor tentcm, via una ;' 
the arms of Elyntan Glodrudd; and those of Sir Thomas Gresham, 
and of several kingdoms with which these munificent merchants 
traded. There are, besides, some broken wheels, witk a sword, the 
usual emblems of St. Catherine. By his Order, he probably was a 
Roman Catholic, and might pay particular respect to that saint. The 
bricks are admirable, and appear to have been either made in Hol« 
land, or by Dutchmen on the spot, for, in pita ; near the house, are to 
be seen specimens of a similar sort." 

Pennant, says of Bachegraig, elsewhere, '' The model of the house 
was, probably, brought from Flanders, &c. The country people say 
that it was built by the deril, in one night, and that the architect still 
preserves an apartment in it. But Sir Richard Clough, an eminent 
merchant in the reign of Elizabeth, seems to have a better title to the 
honour. The initials of his name are in iron on the front, with the 
date of 1567 ; and on the gate-way that of 1569." Our author is not, 
however, correctly versed in the popular tradition to which he alludes. 
It is not said that his Satanic Majesty was the architect, but merely 
the contractor, who supplied the bricks and other materials ; the day 
for the former baring been, as is supposed, dug from the bottomless pit, 
and baked io his own kiln, in the nether regions ; the ambitious build- 
er consenting to consign his soul to him, as payment, in case any hu- 
man eye should see them when in conference together at midnight, in 
the room alluded to, which had no window. It is also said that Satan 
only supplied at once the daily qaota, and that when the workmen 
had used up all-the materials each evening, they always found a fresh 
supply in the morning. But, at last, the bnilder*s lady, wondering 
that her lord should idways retire to this dark room at midnight, with 
that curiosity which is natural, if not peculiar to ladies, one night 
peeped slyly through the key-hole, and having caught a glimpse of 
Satan's person and hidions physiognomy, set up a scream, in her 
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fright ; and, at that instanty the deril snatched away her lord through 
the wall, carrying a large portion of the brickwork along with 
him, in his hurry to secure his prey. To account for this legend, it is 
said that Sir Richard was a great astronomer, that he had an observa- 
tory on the top of the house, where he used to spend nights together 
taking obseryations of the heavens ; and while he was thus engaged, 
and, perhaps, " devoutly looking up from nature to nature's God," the 
ignorant peasantry thought he was seeking divination, and holding 
conference with evil spirits. 

Dr. Johnson visited Bachegraig in 1774. 

Sir Richard also built the Three- Boars-Heads Inn ; and Hugh, his 
brother, the Grove-House, Denbigh ; and tradition says that the bricks 
for those buildings were brought from Holland, and the free stone, for 
the ornamental parts, from the Continent. At the back of that singu- 
lar, antique, tMind beautiful mansion, in Yale-street, called Grove 
House, now occupied by that worthy magistrate, ex-mayor and alder- 
man. Dr. Williams, is a stone in the wall, bearing the following 
inscription : — 

'* Buiided by HYQfL CLOVCH, 1574.* 

Repaired by 

S. 

T. E. 

16 93." 

The initials are those of Thomas and Ellen Shaw. The pillars in 

front of the former house are of marble, as well as the massive and 

antique mantle-pieces, &c. In the windows are several fragments of 

beautiful stained glass. 

Over the front door, at Plas Clough, is the inscription — 

"R. C. 
1 5 7 6." 
with the five crosses. This is also built in the Flemish style. 

Sir Richard had four brothers ; Thomas, Humphrey, Hugh, and 
Robert : and three sisters ; Alice, Anne or Agnes, and Ellen. 

* Sir Thomas Greshsm, in one of his letters, observes, *' I left ordre with my ser- 
vaunt Hew Cloaghe, to dely ver at his comyng v. saclces, of new Spanyshe Ryalls ; 
wyche he ddyyeryd by way te upon Weadins-day, at the Towre, by vii of the docke 
in the mornynge, in good secreat order; wyche fyve sackes did waye iz c., Izzij lb. 
weight, zi ows. I had geven my serraunte ordre to indeant the same betweene us 
bothe (Sir Wm. Cecil and himself), and to tacke out of everie bagg vi s., at wyobo 
matter there paasyd muche taike betweene hym and my servaunte, (Mr. Tlioe. 
Stanley, Master of Assay at the Mint^ and Hugh Clough), but in the end he was 
oontente. I should take out the vi s., &c. The zUij^ daye of Septembre, A* 
U69. 
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When we reflect that Clough spent so mnch of his time abroad, it 
willt perhaps, seem strange that he should undertake the erection of 
so many large houses in this neighbourhood ; but *'his heart yearned 
with fondness towards his mother-land, and he looked forward to en- 
joy the firuits of his industry, amid the scenes of his early life.'* 
"In 1507,'* says UHlliams, in his Bioffraphieal Dietionary of EwU» 
tieni WeUhment ''he absented himself for three weeks from Antwerp, 
during which time, he made a journey to Wales, and married the 
celebrated Catherine of Berain," ** Mam Cymru," Mother of Wales, 
by whom he had two daughters, Anne and Mary. 

To him belonged Maenan Abbey in Gaemanronshire. It has 
been stated that '' his heirs enjoyed but an inconsiderable part of his 
wealth, which is said to have gone to Sir Thomas Gresham, according 
to an agreement, in case of suryiyorship.* Sir Richard died first, 
but the time is unknown. Sir Thomas surrired till the year 1579. 
Sir Richard had a natural son, whom he sent for from Antwerp, and 
settled at Plas Clough, a house built on Denbigh Oreen, which is 
still possessed by his posterity. An original picture of this illustrious 
person is preserved at Glanywem. His hair is rery short, and of a 
dark brown ; his beard has a cast of yellow. He is dressed in a dose 
short jacket, black vest striped with white, and great white breeches. 
In his right hand is a gloye ; his left is on a sword ; and on his right 
side is a dagger. The arms of the Holy Sepulchre, are painted on 
one side." It was probably executed at Antwerp. — See Pennant* 

In the corporate records of Denbigh, he is ssid to have been 
*' some time factor to Queen Elizabeth," and being entrusted with 
some important papers relating to the queen's government, he was ar- 
rested by the French at Dieppe, but soon released. His connection 
with Sir Thomas Gresham being at an end, he went to Hamburg, as 
deputy for the Fellowship of Merchant Adventurers. During his resi« 
dence in that Hanseatic city, he was held in high esteem. His heslth, 
however, declined, and, after lingering for some time, he died in the 
prime of life, with the closing spring of 1570. In his last will, he 
bequeathed his moveable property to Sir Thomas Gresham, but the 
latter, it seems, did not daim the bequests. The most important 
item is that which testifies his attachment to his native town— 
the bequest of iSlOO towards founding a free school at Denbigh, but 
which, however, was ''lost by the iniquitie of those tymes." — 
See Public Charities. 

The ardent friendship which existed between our native antiquary, 

* Sir Thomas kept a meroer'i shop, aod Lady Greeham was not too proud to 
MTfO at ber own eomiter. 
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Hamphrey Lloyd, and the celebrated geographer, Ortelins, is to be 
attributed to Cloagh's residence at Antwerp. That Cloagh and Lloyd 
should be on terms of intimate acquaintance is not to be wondered at, 
since they were both natives of the same town, and, possibly, old 
playmates, whilst there was a congeniality of taste, especially for 
music. 

Clough was interred at Hamburg, but, by his particular request, bis 
heart, and some say his right hand, were brought to England, in a 
aiWer urn, and deposited at Whitchurch, Denbigh. Simwnt Fychan, 
obserres, — 

" 'TwM his last pny'r, that iMck to bit iwwt friflodt, 
His fond heart return. All piooaly, 'twas laid. 
When ileep hia kindred, in the vault at Whitchurch." 

On opening the family yault, some years ago, portions of the leaden 
urn, which formed the outer covering of Sir B. C.'s heart, were found 
in a square recess, and the lid remained entire. It is presumed that the 
original silver urn was removed, in old times, by some covetous hand. 

Sir l^chard meditated great things for the advantage of his coun- 
try ; he designed to make the Glwyd navigable from Bhuddlan, to 
have introduced commerce, and to have made the sides of his court the 
magazines from which to dispense hia imports to the neighbouring 
parts. 

Bachegraig fell to Sir Bichard's eldest daughter, Anne, who was 
married to Boger Salusbury, Esq., and continued in the family until 
it came to the celebrated Mrs. Thrale. " In her early days, she was 
yery proud of her old family mansion, but, after her union with Sig- 
ner Piozzi, she deserted it for a villa built in the Italian style, on the 
eminence above, called Brynbella. Her Italian successor, who as- 
sumed the name of Salusbury, dismantled Bachegraig, a few years ago» 
and converted the out-buildings into a farm house." " The Three 
Boar's Heads," as it is now called, devolved on the second daughter, 
Mary, who was married to Wynne of Melai, and is now in possession 
of his descendant. Lord Newborough. 

The doughs of Glanywern, Mathavam, and the Castle House, Den- 
bigh, have nearly become extinct. The most noted personages of 
this £eunily, now living, are the Very Beverend Charles Butler Clough, 
Dean of St. Asaph, and his brother, the Bev. Alfred B. Clough, Fellow 
of Jesus College, Oxford ; both natives. 

The Cloughs were not only a fine '* race** of men, in personal ap- 
pearance, but also clever and talented, whilst their a£Deibility and liber- 
ality rendered them universally popular. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 



ANCIENT FAMILIES OF DENBIGH CONTINUED.— THE LLOTDS 

R08INDALE. 



Among the many eminent natives of Denbigh, who lived in the reiga 
of Elizabeth, was Humphrey Lloyd, who was bom at FozhaU, in 
1527. The following sketch of his life is chiefly abridged from " Par* 
ryf% Cambrian Pluiareh,** a work of considerable merit ; but with 
some change of diction, and a few additional notices. 

There is a trite observation that the memoirs of literary men present 
but little to interest the mass of mankind — the multitudinous throng, 
which comes under the graphic designation of the world at large, 
whose ideas never soar above the idle pursuits of sensual pleasures, 
and the vanities and frivolities of fashionable life, or are wholly en- 
grossed with the cares of business and commercial speculations, the 
acquisition of wealth, or the monotonous routine of mechanical avoca- 
tions ; yet, there is a chiss, far less numerous, it is true, but higher in 
the scale of intellectual attainments, whose enjoyments are derived 
from a purer source, who dwell with more delight upon the peaceful 
acquirements of learning than upon the ruthless triumphs of the sword^ 
whose choicest pleasure is to count the laurels which modest genius 
gathers along her noiseless, but brilliant path. The individual, whose 
life we have now to sketch, may not, perhaps, be entitled to rank a- 
mong the highest names in the literary world, but this is to be attri- 
buted to the peculiar bent of his studies, rather than to any deficiency 
in intellectual developement : he who selects the sequestered path, in 
literary pursuits, as in all other occupations, cannot expect to meet 
the popularity of those who travel the more public road. Those who 
write profound dissertations for the learned few, cannot expect the 

z2 
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applause of the Buperficial nmltitude. Such a writer was Humphrey 
Llvyd» or IJoyd, as will appear from the following little memoir. Of 
his infancy and boyhood we know nothing ; or when the greatness of 
his master mind began to deyelope itself. His father was Robert 
Lloydy Esq., of Foxhsll^ who was descended from the Rosindales ; a 
fkmily originally from the North of England, but, settling at Denbigh^ 
in the time of De Lacy, and becoming allied by marriage to the Lloyds 
of Aston, assumed that name, and claimed descent from Einian 
JSvell, a noted Welsh chieftain, in the twelfth century. It may not 
be out of place to obserre, that it is yery remarkable that all English 
/ families settled in Wales, iu time become more zealous Welsh than the 
aborigines themselyes. But to return to the subject of our memoir. 
From the first notice that has reached us, we find him at Oxford, 
where his name occurs in 1547* as a commoner of Brazenose College. 
At the Uniyersity, his time was chiefly spent in the study of medicine, 
which he designed for his profession, uniting with it the usual branches 
of academical learning. He took his degree as M.A. in 1551, but is 
beUeyed to haye been preriously admitted into the family of Lord 
Arundel, who was at that time chancellor of the Uniyersity, as his 
priyate phyucian. He remained fifteen years in this capacity, during 
the whole of which period he was entirely estranged from the use of 
the Latin tongue, either in speaking or writing, as he himself assures 
his friend Ortelius :— '' Jntequam ad plenum tua epistola responsumg 
deveniam hoopra/ari lihet me, poetquam honaa Utterae vix a limine 
aalutoieem, meipeum infamiliam illuatriseime prineepe eamitis Arun^ 
delii ineeruiaae, ibique hoe quindeeim annoe continuoe maneieee, ubi 
nee Latine loquendi nee ecribendi tot hoe tempore aliqua mihi eoneeeea 
fitit opportunas." This is the more strange when we consider the rank 
of the personage with whom he liyed, and the dassic taste— may we 
not say, pedantic rage of that age. The purity and elegance of his 
language proye the proficiency he had acquired in Latin while at the 
University. The works alluded to are his ' Commentarioli Du- 
criptionis Britanniece Fraffmentum, a work of great research, no less 
than sixty-eight authors being cited therein, and the treatise, ** De 
Mond Druidum Insuld Aniiquitate eud Institutd ; both written here, 
in 1568, but printed at Cologne, in 1572. The former was sent to 
his friend OrteUus through the hands of Sir Bichard Clough. It 
has been said that he wrote his ** Historic of Cambria*'* while residing 
at Lord Arundel's ; but from the Cotton MSS. it appears to haye 
been written in 1559, about four years before he retired to Denbigh. 
But his first work was ** An Almanack and Calendar," containing 
* This work wm originally designed by Sir John FHoe, the cminont lawyer. 
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the day^ hoxtr, and minate of the change of the moon for erer, ftc. 
The next was a tranalation of the *' Judgment of Urinei/' London, 
1551. He alao tranalated the ''Treasure of Health/' hy Peter 
HiapanuB ; to which he added the ** AphoriBms of HippoerateSy" first 
published in London, in 1585, But his chief work was his ** History 
of Wales/* which is prindpally compiled from the writings of Geoffiry 
of Monmouth, Garadoc of Llanganran, Mathew de Paris, &c. An 
original copy, dated 1550, ib preserred among the Cotton MSS., in 
the British Museum. It was, however, left unfinished, but com- 
pleted and published in 1584, with valuable annotations, by Dr. 
David Powell, at the solicitation of Sir Henry Sidney, Lord President 
of the Marches of Wales. He also furnished Ortelius with maps for 
his "Ancient Geography.'' The friendship which existed between 
him and Ortelius was most ardent, and lasted to his death. In his latter 
days, he gave himself wholly to the study of natural history. He 
likewise formed a large collection of useful and curious books for his 
brother-in-law. Lord Lumley. The collection was afterwards pur- 
chased by King James I., and is still preserved in the British Mu- 
seum. In a letter to Ortelius, he anticipates his approaching end, 
which soon occurred, for he died in August 1568, at the age of 41. 
According to odier accounts, he did not die until 1570, and we cannot 
help thinking that he must have been a much older man. His por- 
trait has the Welsh motto ** Htioy pery clod na goludy* fame is more 
lasting than wealth. — See his monument at Whitchurch. 

Whether there is any error of date, or age, we know not, but the fol- 
lowing very curious royal patent would seem to throw great doubt 
upon the accuracy of one or the other ; unless the document itself 
be a forgery. We know of no other Humphrey Lloyd who could 
have enjoyed such favour at court : — 

''Henry the Eight, by the grace of God, ELinge of England, and of 
Fraunce, Defensour of the Faith and Lorde of Ireland — ^To al maner 
our subgectes, as well of spiritaallemynenceanddignite, as of tempor- 
all auctorite, Thies, our Lettres, hering or seing, Greting. Forasmuch 
as we be crediblie informed that our wellbeloved subgecte, Humfrey 
lioyde, for diuers infirmyties whych he hath in hys hedde, cannot 
convenyentlie, with oute daunger, be discovered of the same ; where- 
vpon, we in tendre considerasion thereof, have, by theis presents, licen- 
sed hym to vse and were hys bonet att al tymes, as wdl in our pre- 
sence as els where, at his libertie. We, therefore, will and commando 
you, and eich of you, to permytt and su£Ere hym so to doo, withoute anie 
your chaUengies or interrvpcyon to the contnirie, as ye tendre our 
pleasure, and will avoyde the contrarie att your perills. Geven, undre 
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our sygnet, at the Gastell of Wyndesoure, the zii Daie of Ivno^ in the 
nyneteenth Yere of our Reigne.'** 

The following extracts respecting our antiquary and his family wiU 
not he uninteresting, although they involye some repetition. 

^The abore it loiiiewhst analogou to a grants by John, king of EDglaiid, to tho 
tfaaa Earl of Uliter, an aaoeator of the De Courdei^ Loidi Kinaale in IreUnd, 
now premier barona of that kingdom, and the only men in Great Britain who hate 
the privilege of being covered in the royal presence ; and it may be intereiting, to 
many of our readers, to know how they daim that peeoUar privilege. But we shoold 
premise tliat contemporary with the Earl aUoded to lived one Hogfa, of tho all- 
powerful De Lacy fiumily, who exercised such undue influence over several of our 
earlier sovereigns. In the second year of John's reign, the Earl of Ulster, who, up 
to that period, had been in high favour with the king, was supplanted by the intrl- 
going De Lacy, who informed liis credulous royal master, that the Earl spoke disre- 
spectfully of his sovereign, and reflected, in unmeasured terms, upon him with respect 
to the murder of tlie king's nephew, the Duke of Britany, who had a prior right to 
the English crown ; at which poor deluded King John ''became exceeding wroth/' 
and directed De Lacy, who was then governor of Ireland, to seize the EarL De 
Lacy, of course, gladly obeyed, and made several attempts to take him, but;, fil- 
ing to effect his object, he at last found it necessary to bribe some of the Earl's 
servants to betray their master into his hands. Accordingly, on Good Friday, 
A.D 1203, (for on th«t day the Earl, according to the devotion of the time, was 
walking unarmed and barefoot around tho churchyard at Downpatrick, for penance,) 
De Lacy and hij party fell upon him unawares, and he, liaving nothing to defend 
himself but the polo of a wooden cross which stood in the churchyard, was over- 
powered and forced to yield ; but not before he had killed thirteen of Do Lacy's 
men. He was then sent prisoner to London. After he had been confined in the 
Tower about a year, a dispute arose between John, King of England and PhilUp of 
France respecting the title to the Duchy of Normandy, which, " to prevent the 
greater effusion of Christian blood,*' was referred to two champions to decide by 
combat. The French champion was appointed, but no Englishman was prepared 
to accept the challenge, and the king was informed that John de Courcy, late 
Earl of Ulster, then prisoner in the Tower, was the only man in his dominions who 
could take it up, if he would undertake it The king sent twice to the Earl, but 
he replied, '* I esteem him unworthy the adventure of my blood." However, on 
the third application, he consented, observing that, " for the honour and dignity of 
the crown, and the country in which many an honest man lived against his wiU," 
he was content to haxard hb life. The combat was fixed to *' come off" in Normandy, 
and the Earl's own sword was brought for that purpose from Ireland. On the 
appointed day, the combatants entered the arena, in the presence of the kings of 
England, Scotland, and France; but the Fiench champion, being " dismayed at the 
strong proportions of his antagonbt's body," and the terrible weapon which he 
held in his hand, when the last trumpet sounded for the charge, set spurs to his 
horse, snd fled to Spain, whence he never returned. Consequently, the victory 
was declared for England. But the assembled kings, being desirous of witnessing 
a trial of the Earl's reputed strength, ordered a helmet *' of excellent proof, full- 
faced with mail," to be fixed on a block of wood, when the Earl cleaved it assunder, 
with one blow, and struok his iword so deep into the wood that none then present 
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" Henry Bosindale of Rosindale, near Clitlieroe, in the County of 
Lancaster, served under Henry de Lacy, Earl of Lincoln, who had a 
grant of the lordship of Denbigh, and who, in the 1 6th year of Edward 
the First's reign, granted to the said Henry Rosindole certain lands, 
parcel of the said lordship, on condition that he and his heirs, should 
serve, with a certain number of horsemen, for a period in the said grant 
specified, in the Castle of Denbigh, in all wars that should occur be- 
tween the King of England and the Prince of Wales, at his own char- 
ges and cost. The grandson of this Henry, William Rosindale, adopted 
the surname of Lloyd, and married Ermine, daughter and heir of Ro- 
bert Pigotty Esq. Fourth in descent from this marriage, was John Lloyd 
of Henllan, who wedded Elizabeth, daughter of Henry Hookes, Esq., 
and had two sons, viz., 1, Hugh, who died in the lifetime of his father, 
leaving a son. Piers, successor to his grandfather ; 2, Thomas, father 
of Robert of Denbigh, father of Humphrey Lloyd, the celebrated anti- 
quary and historian. This eminent man was born at Denbigh ; but in 
what house of learning, at Oxford, he first applied himself to academic 
studies, Anthony Wood is unable to determine ; ' sure it is' (saith he) 
that after he had taken the degree of bachelor of arts, which was in 
1547i I find him, by the name of Humphrey Lloyd, to be a commoner 
in Brazenose College, and in the year 1551, to proceed in arts as a 
member of that house, at which time, it seems, he studied physic, being 
then ripe in years ; afterwards retiring to his own country, he lived 
mostly within the Walls of Denbigh Castle, practised his faculty, and 
sometimes that of music, for diversion sake, being then esteemed a 
well-bred gentleman. He was a person of great eloquence, an excel- 
lent rhetorician, a sound philosopher, a most noted antiquary, and of 
great skill and knowledge in British affairs." Camden styles him " a 
learned Briton, for knowledge of antiquities, reputed by our country- 
men to carry, after a sort, all the credit and renown." He represented 
his native City (Denbigh) some years in parliament, and died about 
the year 1570, and was buried at Whitchurch. He married Bar- 
bara, daughter of the Hon. George Lumley, attainted and execu- 

niTB bimaelf, coald draw it out again. This very sword is still presenred in the 
Towor of London. After the exhibition of this feat of giant strength, the king 
restored the Earl to his former titles and estates, and, at the same time, requested 
him to ask anj farther faTonr that he might desire. Upon which the Earl replied 
that he had titles and estates enoagb, bat reqaosted that he, and the heirs male of 
his family for ever, might, after thehr first obeisance, have the privilege of lieing 
covered in the presence of the king, and all succeeding sovereigns of England ; 
which was then granted. This privilege has been allowed the Barons of Kinsale, in 
the time of the three first Georges, and may be exercised by the head of that noble 
fimiily to this day ! 
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ted in the 20th of Heniy YIIL, and was great great-grandfiither of 
the Hey. Dr. Ro1>ert Lloyd» who daimed^ anBacceeafu]ly« the Barony 
ofLumley, ml723/* 

When we are told that our antiquary resided within the walls 
of this fortress, we are to understand, within the Walls of the old 
town ; but where, does not appear. The high estimation in which 
he was held among his feUow-townsmen, may be gathered firom the 
fact that he was returned to parliament, as a member for this borough, 
in 1563, as before stated. 

" In this parish" (Henllan) says Pennant, ''is FoxhaU, the ancient 
seat of the Ro9yndale9 of Rosyndale, in the north, who came into this 
country in 1297> but soon changed their names to Lloyd.* It is to 
this day the property of one of their descendants, the Bey. Mr. Lloyd, 
of Ashton, in Shropshire. Near it upstarted a New Fozhall, part of a 
magniftcient design, conceiyed by Mr. John Panton, recorder of Den- 
bigh, and member for the borough, in 1592 and 1601. One wing 
only was built. The ambition of the founder was to eclipse the other 
Fozhall ; but he became a bankrupt, and was obliged to sell the un- 
finished house, and the little estate which belonged to it, to the yery 
neighbour whom he wished to outshine. He died in 1614, and was 
buried at Henllan." 

Although, our antiquary, as a zealous Welshman, styled himself 
**Llwyd** and may haye disdained to retain the Sazon patronymic 

* "Lloyd, (LUoyd, grey) appanntly, was uied at a much earlkr date than that 
of hereditary Welsh names, (Henry YII.) again dropped, and erentaally taken 
hereditarily, so the third and sixth of this fiumily are called Lloyd, aliu BosJndalo. 
Why this common Welsh name WM taken in place of the pretty (local) English one 
of Boiindale does not appear, English surnames having been hereditary long beftira 
the year 1254, Margaret, heir of Hugh Uopd Roihidalt, of Segroit, married the 
Re?. Robert Wynne of Garthewin, who died in 1743. In the " SxUmf' of A.D. 
1334, seroral BotindoUi appear, as also BurehenMhaw, Ckambru, Hutton, P^ak^t 
tfc. *' Rosindale and Salusbnry, probably came from 8aU9hmy, ooonty of Lan- 
caster." Gilbert do Salesbnry, living 42 Henry III, was fiilher of Adam (no doubt 
the Denbigh officer) and of Rannlph, whose grand-daughter and heureis CeeHla, 
liring 23 Edward IIL, married Adam de Clitheroe/'— I/nibioiMi. 

Our author is, it would seem, no yery great Welsh genealogist or linguist, or 
he would haye known that lAw^d is not only a very old, but a tory honourable 
name, home by some of the ftrst Ihmiles in this land ; and a term often elegantly 
used to denote the honour doe to distingushed aged perwnages — iJU ag^d, Ms 
wanh^ffiil: as St. Cvan%Lmgd, the hoary-headed St. Curio; Duw Lipyif, Qod, 
" the ancient of days." 

"It is worthy of remark that in the arms of Rosindale, hi aU MSS., in the thne 
of Elisabeth, in Yinoent, and on Humphrey Lloyd's monument, and as quartered 
by the Lloyds of Aston, now are quarterly four roebaeks paisant, counterchanged of 
the field or, and axure ; in one, asure and or." 
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f, the latter Burname was not entirely dropped by the family, 
even long after bit day, as appears from an autograph in an old family 
Bible, preserved by our worthy town-clerk, (to whose kindness the 
author is indebted for much inaluable information) whose lady is one 
of the Wynnes of Nantglyn, who became allied to the Lloyds Rosin- 
dale : — ** Jane Lloyd, wife of Robert Wynne of Nantglyn, Gent., be- 
ing the eldest daughter of Hugh Lloyd Bonndale" Again, ** Hugh 
Lloyd Ranndale, Sonne of Robert Lloyd Bosindale^ was borne the 
30th Day of December, being Sunday morning, in ann.Dom. 1694." 

** Ffoulk Lloyd, then curate of Henllan, was murthered by John 
Michel, the 20th of October, 1662.'' 

What has been advanced above will be better understood by con- 
sulting the following 

PEDIGREE. 

Honrj Roeindale, who cune to Denbigb with 
De licf, A.D. 1288. He, or his son, married 
an heiren of Foxhall, or FimU^s HaD. 

William Rorindale, aliaa Iioyd,ss Ermine^ daughter and heir of 
grandson. Robert Figott^ Esq., of Denbigh. 

John Lloyd of HonDan, fonrthasEUnbeth, daughter of Henry 
In doaocnt. Hookea, Esq.* 

I 

Hugh Lloyd. 

Pleia Lloyd of Henl]an.= Margaret, daughter of Robert Salna- 

bury, Esq. 

I 

Fonik Lloyd, Em., Sheriff of Denbigh- =Kary, daughter and heir of William 
■hire, in 1555 and 1568. Dacra, Eaq. 

I 

John Lloyd, Bsq. 

Fonlk Lloyd, Sheriff hi 1593 and 1623. 

Hugh Lloyd, Sheriff fai 1636. 

Fovdk Lloyd, Esq., of Foxhall. 

Hngh Uoyd, Esq., Sheriff fai 1669.»Margaret, dangJitGr of William Glynn, 

Eaq., of GlynlDfon Co. of Caemanron. 

Foulk Lloyd, Esq., of FoxhalLasBlisabetfa, dsoghter of Thomas Lloyd, 

Esq., of Aston. 

Nor should we omit to notice another distinguished member of 
this family, a near rdative of Humphrey Uwyd, and a native of this 
town — John Lloyd, D.D., who was first educated at Winchester 

* The Hookes of Denbigh bora three owls on their " ooat-of-arms." 
2 A 
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College, and afterwarcU elected perpetaal fellow of New College^ Ox- 
ford, where bit name occun, in 1579, as Master of Arts. In 1595, 
he obtained the degree of Doctor of Diyinity, and was appointed yicar 
of Writtle, in Essex, in 1598, where he died in 1603. He was not 
only a yery learned divine — a profonnd theologian, but a very great 
and popular preacher. He wrote two Latin works of considerable 
meri^ both of which were published during his life time. 

Foxhall is now the property of Frederick Bichard West, Esq., of 
Buthin Castle, the present excellent Member of Parliament for this 
borough, the estate having come to the Myddeltons by purchase. 

Old Foxhall has been so completely modernised that it retains 
scarcdy a vestige of anything antique, except a small blocked-up 
window, and an elaborately carved £ree-stone dab, formerly fixed over 
the front entrance, but now lying on the grass-plot before the houses 
exhibitiiig the various quarteiings of the arms of the families included 
in the Lloyd Eosindale alliance. 

^th respect to *New Foxhall,' it is very remarkable that there 
was not a nngle partition-wall throughout the whole pile, the interior 
being once divided into rooms, &c., by oak wainscottings. Its de« 
sertion is traditionally attributed to the decay of this wood-work. The 
shell forms a lofty, architectural, ivy-mantled, picturesque ruin, veiled 
in the foliage of graceful ash, and gigantic cherry-trees, standing on 
the crown of a gentle slope, overlooking a richly-wooded landscape, 
flanked by majestic heights, and commanding an enchanting view dT 
the distant sea. 
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CHAPTER XXIL 



ANCIENT FAMILIES OF DENBIGH CONTINUED.— THE PIGOTS. 



In the **Low Ward!* opposite the InfirmAry, stande a handsome 
modem yilla, now occapied by die Bev. R* J. Roberts^ Rector of 
Denbigh, called Pfaf Tigot. The original hoosey conndered one of 
the most ancient mansions in Denbigh, with a chimney-atack of 
eztraordinary height and massiTeness, was taken down a few yeara^ 
ago. This mansion takes its name from a Norman family that 
settled here in the time of De Lacy, if not prior to that date. 
They were formerly called Pigott^ and originaUy Bigodt^ or Bygod»t 
and Camden gives a rather ladicrons account of the way in which 
they acquired this name, from an old manuscript belonging] to'j the 
Monastery of Anglers. '' Charles the Fool, king of France, gave Nor- 
mandie to BMo^ and his daughter Oista with it. This RoUo daign- 
ed not to kisse the foote of Charles, and when his firiends about him 
admonished him to kisse the king's foote as his homager, for the 
receit of so great a benefit, he answered, in the English tongue, * Ne 
se, hy QodV &c. The king, then, and his courtiers deriding him, and 
corruptly repeating his speech, called him Btgod, whereupon the 
Normans be to this day called Bigodi** Hence, also» peradventure, 
it is said that the Frenchmen even still use to call hypocrites and 
snperstitous folke bigoU, When we reflect that the original Nor« 
mans were nothing better than royers and pirates, we need ! not be 
astonished at RoUo's profaneness, or that the following petition was 
then used in the Litany said in the Churches of England Ireland, and 
France," ''From plague, pestilence, and famine — and from the race 
qf Normans, Good Lord deliver us." 

Hugh Bigod was one of those Norman barons who took up arms, 
unsuccessfdlly, for Robert, son of the Conqueror, against William 
RufuB. The Bigods became Earls of Norfolk. The first "Bigot'* 

2 a2 
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who Bet his marauding foot on the &ir Vale of Glwyd appears to 
haye heen Hugh Bigod» a younger aon of Roger Bigod, Earl of 
Norfolk, Chief Justiciar of England, who accompanied Henry II. 
in his expedition into these parts.* He was, according to Mathew 
de Paris, a distinguished soldier, and learned in the law of the land. 
But he was persuaded by his elder brother, the funous Roger Bigod, 
the fourth Earl of Norfolk of that name, who headed the barons 
against Henry, to join their party ; and at the parliament held at 
Oxford, when the fiunous "Provisions" were agreed to, which 
Tested the royal authority in a small oligarchy, he was constituted 
Chief Justiciar, and the Tower of London was committed to his 
charge. Lord Campbell draws a finyourable picture of his character. 
" Notwithstanding the violent manner in which he was appointed, he 
administered justice with great impartiality as wdl as vigour ; and it 
was said that there had not been such a judge in England since Ra- 
nulfus de GlanwUe. With Roger de Turkolby and Gilbert de Pres- 
ton, two very learned puwUes, as his companions, he made a circuit ] 
through every county in the kingdom, putting down disturbances, 
punishing malefactors, and justly deciding civil rights. He cash- 
iered Richard de Grey, who had been constable of Dover Castle and 
warden of the Cinque Ports ; and he was as Uttle moved by the pit- 
eous looks of the poor as by the scomfid glances of the powerftil. 
For some reason not satisfactorily explained to us, while univer- 
sally applauded, and while the party by which he had been devated 
was yet triumphant, he resigned his office when he had held it little 
more than a year. Some say that the barons had resolved to make 
it an annual office ; some, that they were jealous of his popularity ; 
and others, that he would no longer be associated with them in their 
scheme to usurp the prerogatives of the Crown. He afterwards 
again took the king's side, and fought for him in the battle of Lewes. 
Wlien the rout began, he fled the field, but was accompanied by 

* It WM, no doubt, tt tliit time that AdamdeSaltsbiug was left in chaige of this 
castle, for we are told that Henry, having been twice defeated by the Welsh, pre- 
pared a *' mighty" expedition, to attach them both by land and sea, and hav- 
ing made an entry into Wales, cut down the woods, deared the forests, and opened 
roads through the country, he strengthened Rhuddlan Castle, and retook other 
fortresses that had been wiested from his predecessors, one of which was, no doubt* 
the citadel of Denbigh. " Bodem anno " (1157), says Mathew de Paris, " Rex 
Henrieui maguam partnrii expeditionem, iia ui duo miiiieM de iota Anglia terthtm 
invenirent, ad exyugmandum Walientis per terram ^T P^ mare. Inirane ergo 
Waliiam Rex, extirpatie eyMe, nemoribueque eueeide, aigue trii* paij/acHe, CaeU 
rum Roclent firmaoU, aiiae nnmiiumee anteeeaoribui euie eurreptae potenier re- 
voeaoit** 
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the Earl of Warrenne and other brave knights. NoiwithBtandiug 
the proofs they had given of their courage, they did not escape the 
satirical notice of Peter Langtoft^ who thos described their flight : — 

'The Erie of Wafreime^ I wota, he oaceped o'er the Wy 

And Sir Hugh Bigote ab with the Brie iled he.' 
When the royal authority was restored, by the victory at Evesham, 
he was again appointed to the government of Pickering Castle ; but 
the office of Chief Justiciar, sach as it had been, was thought to 
be too powerful to be given to any subject, and it could not well be 
offered to him shorn of its splendour. On the resignation of Hugh 
Bigod, the Barons appointed Hugh le Despencer as his successor." 

Hugh Bigod was instrumental in setting Stephen on the throne. 

We have the following notice of the Pigots of Wales from the pen 
of an old writer — '' The other family of the Pigots that is said to 
have been of noble tide about the Conqueror's time, did flourish in 
the west parts of the realm, namely, in Wales, on the Marches 
thereof, as it seemeth. For Humphrey Lloyd and Doctor Powd, 
in their ' Chronicle of Wales', p. 167» affirm that in the reign of King 
Henry the First, anno. 1 109, Cadocan ap Blethyn, Lord of Powes, 
married the daughter of the Lord Pigot of Saye, a nobleman of 
Normandie, and had divers townes and lordshipes in that countrie 
by gift of the said Pigot ; and a son, also, by his daughter, named 
Henry, to whom the King gave a portion of his unde Jerworth's 
ransome, which Jerworth ap Blethin was the said King's prisoner. 
It is supposed, that from a branch of tlus Pigot lineally descended 
those Pigotts, which have many ages since continued at Chetwin, in 
Shropshire; likewise in Flintshire, Cheshire, Herefordshire, &c, 
whereof there are many gentiemen remaining in Wales to this day, 
as is reported and known." 

Hugh By god. Earl of Chester, in 1173, took part in the quarrel 
between Henry II. and his sons, but was subsequenUy pardoned. 

The Pigots also possessed property at Llaunefydd and Uansan- 
nan, where several places still retain their name. 

John Pigot y92A buried at Whitchurch, in 1583. Hugh Pigot was 
a capital burgess, or member of the Town Coundl, in 1597. The 
Pigots of Denbigh were descended from the Pigots of Butier, Ches- 
hire, who derived themselves from Gilbert, Lord of Brozton, in the 
time of the Conqueror. How they came to Denbigh does not appear. 

Of this family was Thomas Pigot L.L.B.» Abbot of Chertsey, con- 
secrated Bishop of Bangor in 1500, who died August 15th, 1504. He 
was a native of Denbighshire — ^probably of this locality. 
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ThomM Pigott mairied Dorothy, daughter of Thomas Eyton of 
EytoD, in Flintahire, and died in 1620. Bebeeea Figott married 
John Mytton of Halaton. 

There are two anecdotea of the PSgots which may he interesting. 
Bobert Pigott, father of the abore Bebeeea, died in 1699, the date of 
hiB death being preaerred by an odd wager, recorded in our kw reporta 
aa, ne Earl of March Terana Fi^ii. Lord Manafleld decided that 
the possibility of a contingency ia no bar to ita becoming the subject 
of a wager, provided the possibility is unknown to both partiea at 
the time of laying it. Mr. Pigott and Mr. Codrington engaged to 
run their hUbien* liyes one against the other; Sir Wm. Codrington 
being a little turned of fifty, and Mr Pigott upwaids of serenty ; but 
the latter was already dead. He died at 2 o'clock in the morning of 
the day on which the bet waa made at Newmarket, after dinner. 
This circumstance was, at the time, unknown to, and not eren sua- 
pected by either psrty ; but^ hence, Mr. Pigott was induced to renst 
payment of five hundred guineas, for which the wager waa laid; 
and Lord March, afterwards the well-known Duke of Queensbury, 
who had taken Bir. Codrington's bet, brought sn action against 
in which he succeeded. 

Bobert Pigott, Esq., alarmed at the gloomy aspects of aifidrs in 
country, consequent upon the commencement of the American War, 
—anticipating the wreck of the kingdom, sold his inheritance, which 
had borne his race for twelve generations, and hastened to secure 
i670,000 (the inadequate sum he had receiyed for it), by retiring on 
the Continent, where he died in 1794. 

There is not a Pigot, or *' Bigot* now left in Denbigh. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 



ANCIBNT FAMILIES OF DENBIGH CONTINUED.— THE PEAKES. 



Peak^^-kme, wbich leads from Vale-street to Park-lane, can hard- 
ly be said to be a street, haying nothing to indicate its being inha- 
bited, except the back-entrances to the houses fronting the two latter 
streets, and high garden-walk on both sides. Bat, in the time of Eliia- 
beth, its western side was occupied by a range of bnildings ; and it had, 
on its eastern side, some respectable mansions, with an opening, near 
Yale-street, exhibiting a large ornamental garden. Thb nnassoming 
lane deriTCS its name from the Peheif Peekeif mPeakeif one of those 
(historic) English HuniHes of Lleweni and Perthewig, who followed 
Henry de Lacy.*^ A branch of this family resided at Conway in the 
time of Henry VIII., and long after that period. They are supposed 
to hare originally derired their fEumly name from the Peak in Derby- 
shire, throngh die Lancashire brandi of the fionily, and were con- 
nected, from their first settlement in this neighbourhood, with the 
Rosindsles. We haye said that the latter family came from Ronndale, 
in Lancashire, and had a grant of lands from Henry de Lacy, 
who was " Lord of Clytheroe,'* as well as Earl of Lincoln. This ac- 
counts for the fact that so many fiuoiilies about Denbigh deriye their 
names from places in Lancashire and Yorkshire. It would appear, 
from Gloyer, that nearly the same " armorial bearings'* were borne 
by the Pekes of Yorkshire prior to 1588, and afterwards by the 
Peckes of Derby ; by Sergeant Peck of Norfolk, in the reign of Charles 
I. ; by John Peck of Scole, in 1655 ; and by the Peakes of lincoln- 
shir^ in 1562 ; the Pekes of Stafibrdshire, Hereford, York, and Den- 
bigh, in 1350 ; and the Peakes of Kent, in 1450. The earliest re- 
cord is that of the Peckes of Durham, 1186; and those of Wa)rwick, 
in 1250. A branch of the same stock, has, for ages, existed in 

*Tlie lait pHike of Doibis^ raided at the oonier of tUa hme wUliin Oie 
memorj of maay of oar senior resden. 
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DeYonahire and Bedfordshire ; and it is Tery remarkable, that the 
name has been standing in the naty ever since the reign of James I. 
The arms of the Peakes are of the oldest description* nor is it im« 
possible that they may be descended firom *^Feperil of the Feak^* a 
natural son of William the Conqueror, the hero of Sir Walter Seotf s 
historical romance ; or were, at least, connected with him by some 
feudal ties.* There \b not an individual of the name now left at Den- 
bigh, although there is still some property in town belonging to Mr. 
Peake of London and Perthewig. 

The following ** gleanings'* of the history of the Peake fiunily ap- 
peared in the Arehmoiogia Cambreiuu (1846) from a correspondent 
who styles himself ** Ju Anglo-Ckamhriam^* and dates his communica- 
tion, London, May 10 : — 

" From an observation of Pennant on the monument of Humphrey 
Lloyd, at Whitchurch, it would appear that he was no 'herald.* He 
says, ' a multitude of quarterings show Ids long descent ;* whereas 
there arp only four quarterings of Bosindale, alias Lloyd, impaling 
eight of Lumley, his wife. The four are Bosindale, Hilton, Teten- 
hall, and Peake, inherited, as will be best explained by a few lines 
firom Vincent* s Pedigree, at the College of Arms. 
Blchard Peake of Lleweny Oreen.a * ♦ » * » 

I 
Thomas^Katheriue Hilton (heir.) 

I 

Bichard of Lleweny Green.= * ♦ ♦ Thomas^ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

I 

Mr. Peake of Perthewig, now living in London. 



Bicnard, of Lleweny Green.^Alida Tetenhall (heir.) 

Isabella (hcir.)=: William Lloyd, alias Bosindale. 

Humphrey died 1568. 

Lloyd of Aston. 
* Since writing the above, we find the ooigecture ftillj borne oat b j Camden, 
who obeerves, " Renulph Peveral had to wife one of the moet celebrated beanties 
of the age, &c. The eame woman bore to William the Conqneror, whoee concu- 
bine 8he wae, William Perevelt Lord of Nottingham.*' And again, '* Bnme-castle, 
which was andentlj the baronj of one Pieoi, sheriff of this county* (Cambridge) 
and alao of the Piotriih, hj one of whoee daughter! the inheritance and honours 
feU to Gilbert Peehe." 
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** Hilton brought in Pontefinct, Newport, and Brierley t and thus 
the families of Peake and Lloyd of Aston both quarter the arms of 
the four last names. 

''To William and Isabella, mentioned in the pedigree, was existing^ 
in 1691, the following inscription (in Henllan Church f) :— • 

"Hie jaeei WiUm. Boiindall ttrmiger ^ dna. Isabella Peeke eon- 
9cr9 9UUS, ^1 obiii xxx. de mensis January an. die^ 1441 qt, abis* 
p*piciefur Detu.** Our author here quotes some memoranda entitled 
*' Noiet in Henllan Chtreh, Aug. lih, 1 59 1 r—Harl. MSS. " In the 
window were the arms of the Prince of Wales, Mortimer and March, 
. and Vernon de Hatton, and an inscription, on stone, to Roger Mff del- 
tan, armiger, who died 24th Feb., 1587. In the same MSS. is a 
copy of the Boaindale quarterings, including all taken in with the 
Peake alliance, impaling Dutton and Vernon of Hatton,* with a por- 
trait, in a hat and ruff, of John R. Baron of Brit^anoek," (Brynffanigl, 
near Abergele, one of the *' palaces'* of the celebrated Ednyfed Fych- 
an,) ''which, though Holmes (no judge) calls ^very auniient,* could 
not be older than Elisabeth's time ; and thus not the John, son of 
William, in 144 1 . And from the pedigree, no such alliance with /oAn, 
living in her reign, appears, or in that of Dutton and Vernon, in Or- 
merod^e Cheehire; and as the original was in the possession of Hugh 
Lloyd, of Denbigh, in 1635, this Baron John was probably of a 
younger branch. A Hugh was sheriff of Denbigh, in 1 625, and died 
in 1635. But it is dear that the Vemons were connected with Hen- 
llan parish. 

"This name is written Peake, as now, (not Peke, or Peek,) in the 
earliest family deed, 1569. 

" Much information may be gained fbom the yaluable MSS. enti- 
tled ' Extenia de 'Denbigh, ^c, facta per Hugonem de Beekle, ^ per 
reeogniiionem eingularum tillarum, 8 Edw. 3," (1335). Under the 
Manor of *Kylfam, Fillata de Ideweny, Pareue de Lleweng, LePol* 
Jlai in Fillata de Ueweny, ^e,/ among others, appears the name 
of Rieardue del Peek, and ThomaeJUiue Rieardi del Peek, as holding 
lands, hereditary, at horn 8d. to Is. 6d. per acre. One entry is as fol- 
lows :— 

" ' Item. Rieardue delVeek reddit domino e» nunc per annum, (^e.) 

*Hadd<m, or HaHon, wm, according to Camden, "the nat, for manyyeeres 
together, of the V«rmm», who, as thej were verj andent^ so thej became no lene re- 
nowned in these parti, in so mnoh as Sir George Vemom, knight, who Ured in oar 
ifane, for his magnlfloent port that hee carried, the open hooae that hee kept, and 
Uf commendable hospitalitj, gat the name among the mnltltade of a Petip King 
hithePMAf/' 

2 B 
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pro lieentia hahendi molendinwn Jkllcnieum mtper terram tnam prth 
priam, ita ui haheat liherationem mmremiipro dicio molefidino mdiJU 
eando, ^e,, xiij^. iiijc^.* ''* 

From this fulling-mill (Wekh, pandy) the writer mentioned aboye 
Bupposea the present com-miU, called Melin y Oreen^ to haye sprang. 
''As there is no other mill near, there can be but little doubt that this 
was the origin of the present corn-mill, 'Melin y Green/ for al- 
though, in I57O9 it was (with its one acre, as now) the property of Sir 
John Salusbury, and afterwards conyeyed to Peake, yet, in the 
course of centuries, such changes might haye often taken place. A 
field belonging to that property is called Peake^t Meadow to this day. 
At that time the land between the mill and Perthewig^ the resi- 
dence of Peake, was open common. 

^'Perthewig house, built about 1595, where the family resided 
till 1697> appears to haye deriyed its name from a tradition to the 
following effect : — ^that the original grant of lands to Peake was to the 
extent of a doe*s run, and that ahe stopped, and cropped a bush, by 
the wood where the house is built. As the Woods, or HoUi$u, were 
open to the common called Ueweny Green, b^ore 16979 it appears 
possible that some eyent of the sort took place at a yery eariy date. 
There can be litde doubt that this tradition was known to the fiimily 
as early as 1594, and down to 1G94, from the following fiicts : — On 
a beam is incised T. P., 1594, A. (H ? — Hamner). On a mantle- 
piece is oanred, in three separate escutcheons, the Peake crest, the 
Hanmer arms, and a doe passant regardant, with a bush in her 
mouth ; this latter is also quartered oyer the monumental inscription 
to Hugh Peake, in 1601 — the father of the aboye Thomas Peake, and 
again on the tablet of Hugh Peake, 1 697. This Hugh Peake appears to 
haye also used tit as a crest oyer the arms of his seat, and no doubt he 
inycnted the word Perthewig, i. e., hush doe" We should say, the 
bush of the doe. 

" A few extracts from some depositions taken at the Bull Inn, Den- 
bigh, October, 1691, at the time of the enclosing of these Hollitu, 
may be worth giring," says the writer, and since they not only serye to 
illustrate the long connection of the Peakes with the Forest of 
Lleweni, but include the names of seyeral ancient families of Den- 
bigh, especially the Heatfitu, we transcribe them at length : — 
' "John Edward sp Hogh, jeoman, aged 20, or thereabouts : — He had been ser- 
Tant to Mrs. Anne Hanmer, the widow of Thomas Peake, (fitther and mother of 
Hugh Peake, the compU'i. father,) at the timei, and after oomplt. was bom he or 
other servants did, npon master's oommand, go and chase wild colts oat of said 
open grounds with a rattle, Slc, &c." 

*The Peakes were established at Lleweni nearly 600 yean back. 
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« 

** Thomns Peake married Anne Hanmer» (1 593«) rister of WUUam of 
the Fenna, who was grandfather of the WiUiamaet in the time of 
Charles h, and which branch has since inherited Hanmer Castle and 
title. 

"John Cadwaladnr Wynne* of Dmbi^ 63* or tbereabouta :•— About 48 jem 
ago, being at Pertkiwlg Home, with his grandmother, notice was brought that 
there were some people with horAes and drags, in the open groond, catting wood* 
Complt's. grandmother sent oat serrants, and she and dqponent went with them, 
seised the horses, and took oflT the drags, and sent the liorses to the pinfold, &c. 

« Hugh Salosborj, taflor, 72 :— Knoweth the groond— « p Kelyn Meirter PnJn / 
heard it called 'Nmii y Brym Tfy/ Being at Baekegrtdg, he saw John Salosbory, 
Esq., that was a stoat man, and not to be baffled by anybody, retoxning a-hcraeback, 
haTing been hindered catting thorns by Ho|^ Peakei, oompl^*. grandfather, 
&C., &o« (Signed) Robert Daries, of Llannerch* Esq., 

Son of Mntton Davles, Esq. 

''John Rogers, Gent. 70 :— Bebg a chUd, hath been to heed his mother's slieep 
gradng on the Onai Oommomi his charge waa not to let the sheep go hito said 
anendoaed gronnd, &e. (His liaik)« 

(Signed) Ffoaike lAoyd, of Fozhall,. Esq. 

John Heaton, of Ueweny Qieen, Gent. 

** George Bond, of I>Bnbi|^ smith, 62 : — ^Became tenant of Sb John Salosbory, 
Bart, 1688, (since deceased). Made application to compl*. to cat some gorse. Comply 
add part, and bestowed part* becanse deponent did shoe his horses, &o. 

'* William Owen, 64, yeoman s— Was bred in that family from hia being a year 
old, as his motlier told him, waiting npon Ht^k Peaie, oomplt^". grandlatiiGr. 
In his walk on said ground, saw a laboarer with a hatchet going to cat down ^ 
HoUyn. Master asked him who sent him, he said that Mary Conway (ancestress 
of defendant) had sent him» Mr, Peako conunanded him to forbear, and he went oflT 
p r es en tly. The said Mary Conway came with a hatchet onder her apron and fell 
to hew the hoUyn. Mr, Peake came to her with a stick, or cane that he had in his 
hand, and gam her a blow on the — till she fell down. Angry worda passed be- 
tween them, and Mr, Peake reminded her that some relation of hers, of the 
Conways, was bound to him for as high as j^OO ; that she shoold not offer to cot 
the wood, &C. The kottyn was an old stamp, nothing worth in his judgment but 
to be burnt. Notice being brought that John Salusbury, then of Bach^graig, Esq., 
wascome with workmen to cut thorns and oak, made haste totakehis swordand gun, 
and one Rice Anwyl then with him, went towards Mr. Salusbury and his workmen j^ 
and Mr. Peake's wife run alter them^ fearing a mischief. Mr. Salusbury rid to her, 
and would have spoken her faik*, that he came for flioms to fence his tenement near 
the common called Lleweny Green, and some oak trees to make gates^ eaMing her 
cousin. She sUg^ted him, and toM him he should hsTo neither. Mr. Salusbury was . 
obliged to return with his workmen without any thorns; they had no time to cut 
anything else. In that time he saw goats of Sir John Salusbury, Bart., whichdid 
gnaw the trees, for which there was great anger between the femilies, &c. 

'' Charles Jeffreys, 70 :•— Deponent's fether and grandfether were shepheidA to the 
femily of Lleweny (i. e«, the Salusburies). At ten years of age (1631) he was put to 
heed the sheep, and his greatest charge was not to let them stray into said' anen- 
doaed ground, &c. 

2b2 
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** Thomas Roberts, 45, yooman :— BemembeceUi thai lin. Cloagli« gnnchiioUMr 
of John Clongfa, gent, sent for leaye.to cot two hundred of gorse fiiggotSi and that 
she paid twelve pence per hnndred, &o.'' 

The writer gives, from the Harl. MSS., a pedigree of the foremen- 
tioned witness, John Cadwolader Wynne, which takes in the Wynnes 
of Yoelas (Lima), the Heatons of Ueweny Green» now PLas Heaton» 
&o. 

IKHnifred, dasghter of HenehnasCadwalader Wynnes of VoelasssAnne HoUand. 
Throgmorton, Esq. I | 

I Robert of Yoelas, SheriiT, 16S1. 

1 : — 

ThomasinssRobert Wynne. 
ChracessWiUiani, son of Thomas Anwfll. 
"VnnifredsRichaid Wynne. 
EUsabethsslst husband, Hugh Baton, 
I 2nd husband, Hugh Peake 

Riehard Heaton, Esq., Hugh Peake liiing 1846. 

John Heaton, Esq., of Piss Heaton, formeriy Recorder of Den- 
bigh, and, for the last twenty years, Chairman of the Quarter 
Sessions, to whom the whole county lately presented by public 
subscription a Yoluntary testimonial, consisting of a splendid por- 
trait, and several magniftcent pieces of plate, in token of Uieir 
admiration of the manner in which he has uniformly discharged 
his public duties, &c. 

There appears to haye been seyeral intermarriages hetween the 
Peakes and Heatons. A displaced marble tablet, at Whitdhnrch, 
''memorizes" Elizabeth Heaton^ widow, who first married Samuel 
Garnet^ of Namptwich, Gent., and afterwards Hugh Heaton, of Green, 
Gent ; also Elizabeth Peake, granddaughter of the above Elizabeth 
Heaton. So much for the Peakes of Denbigh. 

Sir William Peake and Sir John Peake were Lord Mayors of Lon- ' 
don, in 1668 and 1687. 

Sir Robert Peake was taken, at Basing^ by Cromwell. 

Before we leaye Plas Heaton, it will, no doubt, be interesting to 

such of our readers as are fond of antiquarian curiosities, to g^ye a 

description of a remarkable sepulchral mound^ or '* heathen high 

place;," situate in the immediate neighbourhood. 

Thb Plas Hbaton Tumulus. — ^In a field named Caed^gai, belongfaig to John 
Heaton, Esq., of Plas Heaton, about two miles to the north-west of Denbigh, is a 
"tumulus which has been recently opened by sn antiquarian gentleman of this 
ndghbouihood, W. Wynne Ffoulkes, Esq., who had his curiosity excited to explore 
the place. We shsll lay before the reader an abstract of his disooreries t—- when 
the workmen whom he had directed to cut a trench scross the mound had dog 
about two feet below the snrfue they found, in the centre, the bones of some large 
animal, and at the southern extremity of the trench, within a foot of the suHSsce, a 
deposit of burnt bones» and fragments of an urn, more than usually omamsnted. 
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Wbmk tilt trmch bad been carried to the depib of llTe feet leven bicbef, bonee were 
dieoorered immediately beneath the ig/fes of the momid. Tlieee proved to be the 
1^ and tidgh bones of a skeletony drawn up and oroased frontiDg die trench. He 
then came to the vertehrtt of the back and ribs, lying in a conred position, leaning 
'babkwaida from the trendy and the shonlder-blade, nebk, and lastly the slcoU 
and tut, tiie lower jaw and teeth of which were entire, and in good preservation. 
The rest of the skull was fractured into small pieces. He also fomd the arm bones, 
bat felt nncertsfai of their original position. This skeleton was almost perfect. 
Scarcely had this been traced oat, when tliey came apon the vertebra of another 
skeleton, fedng eastward from the trench, immediately bdiind the first, and 
leaning rideways towards tlie nortli. It was difficolt to obtain access to the bones 
of this skeleton, becanse of the roots of trees growing on the mound ; the l^gs were 
hi the same position as those of the other one. Both skdetons rested on the 
soathstn extremity of the corering-stone of the eiet. The covering dab was of 
Bmcstone, and rather longer than the dM, which meesured three feet ten inches 
In length, one loot six indies in breadth, and one foot three indies in depth. In 
the eiffi was a skeleton, laid on its left side, with the arms and legs gartered up 
against the stomadi and chest The head lay to the north, dightly bent forward 
on the diest. In tiw norUi-west corner were the fragments of a sepulchral vessd 
off a somewhat elegant^ thoug|h not uneommon, design, about eight indies in hdg^t. 
The fragments are in tiie poslession of one of Mr. Heaton's family at Flas Heaton. 
TIm rssoai'eh was resumed on the following day, when, immediatdy beneath the 
spot where the deposit of burnt bones was discovered, they came to a fourth akde- 
ton, whidi was laid on its left side;, its legs and arms being drawn np in the same 
way as those of the skdeton in the eiet, end fadng sonthwards. The leg bone 
measured one foot five inches from the tip of the knee joint to the tip of flie 
onkls joint; the fore-arm large bonei, deven inches five-rights. This terminated 
the tesearch, lir. Ffoulkes not having time to prosecute it further. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 



ANCIENT FAMILIES OF DENBIGH CONTINUED— THE HOLLANDS. 



HoUand-plaee, Lenten Pool»'^ perpetuates the name of another 
Anglo -Norman family, now extinct so far as its connection with this 

* This old poo1> called in Wekh Pwtt y Oarawyt, b Buppoted by the Yea. 
Ardideaoon Newoome to be so designated from its haying been onoe ''a reaer* 
voir of fish, to sappl j the gairison and town in the time of Lwi'' It has now 
nearly disappeared, except in case of great floods, when it again swells into a laks^ 
corering the entire street, and inundating the surrounding houses. We read. In 
Huffhe^9 History <ifMeihodum m Waleg, that;, about a centoiy ago, one Edward 
Oliver, an aged itinerant preacher, of the Calvinistic persuasion, was ''ducked" in 
this pool* by a rabble of persecutors. The name Lenten Fool possibly refers to 
some penitential ablutions, or purificatioai, of Somish times. In one of those 
little thatched cabins standing on the brink of this pool, once liyed that notorious 
impoeter '* Old Sydney,*' one of the three odebrated Denbi^ Witches : Bsfto, iSytf- 
ney, and Stoned Oom, who carried on a most lucratiTe business, by imposing 
upon the credulity of the superstitious and evil-minded portion of the community} 
pretending to foretell future eyents, discover lost or stolen property, and restore quiet 
to liaunted mansions and localities frequented by evil spirits, and were frequently em- 
ployed, (like Bwlaam of old,) by malicious people, to curse and bewitdi thebr ene- 
mies. Their employees and accomplices acted in the character of ghosts and 
" played the dev Q," whenever occasion required. The reader wHl not demand a 
voucher for the truth of the following aneodoteb further than that it has long 
passed current as a feet t One night, three young men called upon Old Sydney for 
their ''fortunes," when one of them, who was considered more daring Ihan 
the rest, expressed a particular desire to see the devil, and offered a handsome fee 
if she could gratiiy his curiosity; to which she replied, that she was quite capable 
of exhibiting the evil one, but thought he had not the nerve to look Satan in the 
fece. He;, however, assured her that he had j but doubted whether she was suflld- 
ontly initiated into the mysteries of the btack art to " call up spirits from the vasty 
deep." At last* tempted by the proffered fee^ and wishing to remove the reflection 
cast upon her necromandng powers, she consented to introduce his demonship into 
the presence of the trio, two of whom had already began to fed a little nervous 
palpitation about the heart. Having cautioned them not to move or speak, she 
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town is concerned. The Hollands came, it is beliered, from a 
place in Lancashire called Holland; for Camden, speaking of ** Wig* 
§m!* fVngan,) obeenresy '* Hard by it Holland sheweth it selfe» out 
of a yonnger bifbther whereof that most noble and renowned race of 
the Hollands, Barles of Kent, Dukes also of Surry and Exeetter, 
(Bzeter,) fetched both their originall and their simame/' Those 
Hollands, who came here with De Lacy, must haye been of another 
branch. But we said, at page 63, that the Hollands of Wales haye 
a tradition that they are descended from a Lord Holland, who, haying 
committed high-trc»son, fled to Wales, and there married a Welsh 
peasant girL* He is said to haye suffered great priyation during his 

went timragfa wme mysterious mmnmerifis, and blew out the candle ; when suddenly 
the rattle of cfaafais, aeoompenied hy unearthly noises, were heard to Issue from tfao 
adjoining chambSr, the door of whidi was gently drawn aside. The dim light of 
the emhers smouldering on the cabin hearth, just afforded them a misty sight of tiie 
spirit of darkness, now metamorphosed into an ox, butting the door with his horns, 
and stamping the tliresliold with his hoofii, his eyes glistening with phoephorio 
yiridnesi^ and then withdrawing. Two of the spectators were terror-strudc, but 
our hero shouted " Gome forward, Satan, don't be afraid to show yourself." The 
demon made a rush Ibrward, wiQi a fiendish bray. At tliat instant, a large mastiff 
whIdi our wag had brought along with him, and which, until then, lay cooduQg 
quietly at his fbet, Imagining that the deril growled at kkn, and wished to ''show 
fight," sprang at the i^>parition, caught Satan by the throat, threw him prostrate 
on the floor, and would hare worried him, there and then, had he not screamed out 
''murder I" Our hero quickly ran to his aid, and baring released him from his 
etnine antagonist, and stripped him of the bullod^'s hide in which he was habited, 
they at onoe recognised this demon 1o be a well-known aooomplioe of our witch, 
whom she had diaritabty fbetered and reared from an imp, and who had been for 
many years a g^ioet, and had, moieorer, been pnblickly whipped through a certain 
market town as an inoonrtgible thief. The sequel need not be told, forther than thal^ 
in some oral yerrions of the tale, it b added, he nerer recovered of the injuries 
inflicted upon him bj the dog. Our seoond-siglited ladies had a short and ready 
mediod with troublesome i^iosta and spri^ta, whom they confined, for periods 
diffMng fipom a tew years to ten or twenty centuries, between the bark and timber 
of a growing tree, between two bricks in a chimney, under a large stone;, or such 
Eke secure place. But it not unfrequently happened, in ffBUing a tree, or taking 
down an old building, that some ghost of " dden time*' broke loose, and became 
doubly Ibrious and terrible ; In which case, the owners or occupiers of such pro- 
perty were put to the expense of transportittg the demon to the Red Sea. Thanks 
to the spread of Scriptural knowledge, education, and general intelltgence, those 
superstitious notions, current eren in our own youthlbl days, have now almost 
become matters of history; altiiough the race of witches and fortune-tellers b not 
yet quite eztinot in thb part of the worid. 

* Eyery Welshman being allowed, by prescription, to boast of hb ancestry, the 
writer of thb artide humbly presumes he may be permitted to eihibit a Ut- 
tle of the same yanity, since one bnndi of hb maternal ancestors sported thb 
Anglo-Norman name, being descende^^ according to their family tradition and 
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exile. But we are not unaware that thia may be notUng 
more than the Welsh traditional venion of the atory of Henry Hol- 
land, of whom we read that '' Richard the Second created Jolm Hol- 
land, Earle of Huntingdon, and hia (the Idng^a half) brother, the 
first Duke of Exceater, whom Henrie the Fourth deposed from thia 
dignitie, and left unto him the name onely of Earle of Huntingdon ; 
and Boone after, for conspirade against the king, he lost both it and 
his life by the hatchet. Some few yeares after, Henrie the Fifth aet 
in his place Thomas Beaufort, of the House of Lancaster, and Earle 
of Dorset, a right noble and worthie warriour. When he was dead« 
leaving no issue behind him, John Holland, aonne of the aforeaa/d 
John, being restored to his bloud by the farour and bountie of King 
Henrie the Sixth, recorered his father*a honor, and left the aame to 
Henrie, his sonne, who, so long as the Lancaatiians stood upri^t^ 
flourished in Tery much honor i but, afterwards, when the iSunily of 
Yorke was afloat, and had rule of all, gave an example to teach men 
how ill-trusting it is to great fortunes ; for this was that same HenriCb 
Duke of Excester, who, albeit he had wedded King Edward the 
Fourth hit sister, was driven to such miseiie that he was scene all tat- 
tered, torne, and barefooted to begge for hia living in the Low Coun- 
tries. And, in the end, after Bamet Field (was) fought^ wherein he 
bare himselfe valiantly against Edward the Fourth, was no mare mwm, 
untill his dead bodie (as if he had perished by shipwracke) was caat 
upon the shore of Kent.** From hence it would appear that the tra- 
dition respecting his exile and ultimate settlement in Wales must be 
fabulous ; but it is stiU possible that the corpse of some other per- 
son may have been mistaken for his, and he may have fled firom 
Bamet to Wales, where the Lancastrian party was known to be very 
strong. 
There may have been two distinct fkmiliea of the Hollands in Wales. 

reoorda» from tlia exilei» Lord HoUaad, mentkmed above. The writer^i graad- 
fatlier'8 areBt-snad&fhcr^ Henry HoUand, alias Hani €^ Harri HolUmi, of Gae- 
fwigin, LUnllechid, near Bangor, yeoman, was a Un to HoDaad of Terdain, and 
other HoUanda of gentle birth, and eomething of a poetical genina, a wit» and, 
what ia erroneoiuly called, ''a jolly good fellow," as appean from some fragmental 
effoaions of his muse. In one of his rereb, his host aerred an ejectment npon 
him, to which he refers in the following witty impromptu ooaplet i— 

*' 'Does fitwr o bris ar liain siopan 

Fam deflir HoUand dros y drysao.'' 
The male heirs of Terdain having become extinct the estates wwe difided be- 
tween the daughters of the last Holland, who married Forle of Brddlg, and Wpm§ 
of Coedooch. The preceding diaptars of this woik show their alliance witl^ the 
Wjfmnu of Yoelas, the Cl9ugh», and other noted fiuniUei In these parts. 
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Bagh Holland the Poet was born at Denbigh towarda the middle 
of the rixteenth century* He waa the son of Robert Holland, Esq.^ 
of this town, who waa a pereon of anfficient means to send his son, 
after he had reeeiyed the nidimenta of learning at home, to be edu- 
cated at Weatminiater School, of which the celebrated Camden waa 
then master. 

Camden waa a friend of Abraham Ortelius and Humphrey Lloyd, 
and slthough an Englishman, was considered a fair Welsh scholar. 
He yiaited Denbigh, in search of antiquities,'^ and it may have been 
at tins time that he became acquainted with the subject of this me- 
moir, who afterwards became his preceptor's biographer. 

In 1582, Hugh HoUand was elected fellow of Trinity College. He 
afterwards went on a tour through the Continent, or rather on a 
pilgrimage to Jerusalem. At Rome, he gave Tent to his political and 
religious sentiments, and spoke rather too freely against Queen Eliza- 
beth's government. On his return from Paleatine, he stayed some 
time at Constantinople, where he was apprehended by Sir Thomaa 
GloTer, the English plenipotentiary, and cast into prison, on account 
of what he had g^yen utterance to at Rome ; but waa ultimately re- 
leased, and returned home. He spent some years at Oxford, for the 
benefit of the public libraries ; but, although a man of great learning 
and parts, he waa unable to obtain any preferment, on account, it is 
probable^ of the peculiar bias of his political sentiments. As an Eng- 
lish poet he haa been classed with Spencer, and other high literary 
names. He also wrote excellent Latin Terse, and has left seyerid 
' poetical effusions, as well as prose compositions, viz., 1, A Deterip- 
tion (in Terse) of the Chitf Citie$ of Europe ; 2, A Chronicle of 
Queen EligakeiKe Reign ; 3, The Life of Camden^ published in Lon- 
don, some eight years after lus death ; 4, A poem, called " A Cypreee 
Oarland for the Sacred Head of the late Sovereign, King Jamee** 
He died July 23rd, 1633, and liea interred among the poets at West- 
minster Abbey. 

* He seems to hare been quite encbanted wtth the aceDerj, whkfa he thus de- 
floriboe in Us quaint style : — " Tbia Tale for wbokaomeneaae, fimitAilnfiaie, and plea- 
aantnene, exodletb. Tlie ooloor and oompleiion of tbe inbabitnta la bealtby, 
their heads are sound and of a ihnie oon8titation> their eje-sigfat oontinning, and 
nefer dimme, and their age long lasting and very eheerftilL The Vale itselfe, 
with hk greene meddowei, yellow come-fieldsy Tillages, and fiibre bonaee standing 
Ihloke, and many beavtiftil churches, giTeth wonderfoll great contentment to soch 
as behold It from abore. Hie river diiul, increased with beches and brookes re- 
sorting unto it from the bills on each side» doth, from the very springrhead, part it in 
iwaine, running throu{^ the midst of it, whence, in ancient time^ it was named Strai 
CMd." 

2c 
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Philemon Holland translated Camden's Britannia into English, and 
thirty yean after, when about 85 yean of age, edited the second edi- 
tion with the assistance of his son, H. Holland. 

Being anxious to identify Holland Place with our Poetf s hbtory, 
the compiler waited upon Bin. Kaye, the lady who now owns and 
occupies Holland House, and she very kindly caused the deeds of 
conyeyance to be examined. The earliest is dated 1710, in which 
the house is described as the messuage, or mansion, called **Holr 
landf," or " Hollands" and purchased firom Yaughan of Groes. Wa 
should not, howerer, wink at the possibility of its having been called 
Holland, from its being built upon land recoyered from the once 
great Lenten Pool ; although that would not prove that it was not 
once occupied, or at fint built by one of the Holland fiunily, to 
whom the double applicability of the name would suggest itself. 

Cotemporary willi Hugh Holland lived that eminent physician, 
Henry Salusbury of Denbigh. He was of that branch of the an- 
cient Salusbury family, of Lleweni, which settled at Dolbelider, where 
he was born in 1461. He became commoner of St. Alban's Hall, 
Oxford, in 1581, and took his degree in Arts ; but turning his at- 
tention to the study of physic, he afterwards settled at Denbigli, 
where he practised his faculty with g^at success. He was also an 
excellent Welsh ocholar, critic, and antiquarian. He published a 
Welsh Grammar, dedicated to Henry, Earl of Pembroke, written at 
Denbigh, but printed in London, 1593. He also compiled a very im- 
proved Dictionary of the Welsh Language, explained in Latin, 
which was, however, never published. 

Some of the Hollands, to use a nautical expression, " hailed*' from 
Abergele. Fien Holland, Esq., of Abergele, was High Sheriff of this 
county, in 1577; and David Holland, Esq., of Abergele, held the 
same high ofHce in 1602. Then came the Hollands of Kinmel. 
David Holland, Esq., of Kinmel, was High Sheriff in 1597. Accord- 
ing to the old tradition of those parts, the Cromwellite Carter, who 
figures at the Siege of Denbigh as Col. Sir John Carter, forced the 
heiress of Holland of Kinmel to marry him ; and his memory is pre- 
served as that of a rapacious oppressor and petty tyrant. Popular 
tradition can, we think, hardly be correct in making Oliver Cromwell 
himself to have been resident sometime at Kinmel. Probably this 
has arisen from confounding the great Protector with his minion 
Carter. William Carter, Esq., of Kinmel, was High Slieriff in 1716. 

On the same list of High Sheriffs for this county is found Tho- 
mas Holland, Esq., of Terdain, in 1680, and John Holland, Esq., of 
Terdain, in 1751. 



ANCIBNT AMD MODERN DENBIGH. 205 

On a monument in Abergele Chnrch, ib the following inscription : 

" Hen Um intemd the bodj of Ostherine, Daughter and heir of Boger BoILmd of 
Beadnfitwr, la tlie County of Denbigh, and relict <tf WUllun Puij of Uwyn Inne, 
In the foienld oonntj, Beq., by whom ehe had lame 6 tone and 5 danghten, whereof 
9 sarvifad her onlj. David Panj, late of Uwyn Inne, Btq. i and Snaannah, mairled 
John Eoberti of Hafod j Bnefa, hi the eoontj of Denbigh, Eoq. She waa a person d*- 
▼ovt wUhont afltetadon, oerring God ■tileUj aoeording to Roleeeetabliihed among U8t 
Ftagat in the management of her time, of which her Ifekar had allwayi the first fmite. 
' And thoee temporal! Bleoihiga which he did plentifiillj poor iqion her, often praying, 
not for these, hot for grace to we fhem« Her eooTersation was plain without art, 
•ad prudent without jealousy* Her Justice runlTersall, but her charity discreet, 
seasonaUe, on due oeeassions, bountiftdl, and often secret. 

ShellTed toagood oldage, muehbeloTedandno lessesteemed, andha^gdiadiarged 
the reiattva duties of a Daughter, wife, and mother suecessiTely and ftithfuUy, she 
departed to a better life the day of Ao.D. 1700, 

Ao.D. 1706, Aged 

This chapter was in type when, through the kmdneBS of Mr. Erans of the National 

School, Abergde;, we discovered that the HoUanda of that place once resided at 

the well-known old mansion, called Hendre-fawr, now rednced to a fiirm-house. 

Hiia recalls to onr recollection the days of onr childhood, when we very valiantlj 

used to mimic the soldier, with a once richly-hilted old sword, or poiniard, that had 

been presented to onr'matemal grand&ther, by Major Roberta of Uendre-fawr, 

who, if our memory does not entirely (ail ns, had married a daughter and heiress of 

Holland of that place, in whom the name became extinct, and that this " Major" 

brought from London, as "a retainer," the once well-known "Home of Hendre- 

Hwr," who married the daughter and heiress of Captain Vanghan of Cammaes, and 

who was grandfather of the lato eminent Denbigh lawyer, James Vanghan Home, 

Bsq. The reader will find no difficulty in perceiving how Ilendre-fawr reverted to 

Um estate of the Hollands of Kinmel, the ''Major" dying without issue. 



2c2 
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GHAFTBB XXV. 



ANCIBNT FAMILIB8 OF DBNBIGH CONnNUBD.— THB DOLBEMS 

OF 8SGRWTD. 



The Dolbem of Segnnt^ Segrwyd^ or more properly Itegrwyd^ 
maternal anceatora of the MoBtyna, were a very ancient and eminent 
flunily, who became allied to aome of the principal gentry and nobility 
of North and South Walea. 

Dayid Ddben, D.D., Bishop of Bangor, already mentioned at 
page lldy was another eminent native of Denbigh of the reign of 
Elizabeth. He was a younger son of Robert Wynne Dolben, Esq., 
of Denbigh, and was bom at Segrwyd Hall, in 1581. Having ob- 
tained his degree of Doctor of Divinity at Cambridge, he was appoint- 
ed vicar of Llangemiew in 1621, prebendary of St. Asaph in 1626, 
and consecrated Bishop of Bangor in 1631, but held that See only 
two years. He was also some time vicar of Hackney, where his re- 
mains were interred in 1633. When he was appointed to the last 
named " cure of souls** is not known ; but as he was forty years of 
age when he obtained the preferment of Uangemiew, we may pre- 
sume that it was some time previous ; and it is probable that he filled 
the pulpit at Hackney for several years, and that he was buried there 
either by his own expressed desire, or at the request of his late flock, 
as that had been the principal field of his ministerial labours. He 
died at Bangor House, Shoe-lane, London, November the 27th, 
the same year that the zealot Laud was appointed Archbishop of Can- 
terbury. Bishop Dolben was a prelate of great learning and talent, 
as well as an able Welsh scholar and preacher, which, coupled with his 
piety and zeal, eminently befitted him to fill that ancient Wekh see 
— Bangor. 

Of this family ako was Dr. John Dolben, Archbishop of York ; 
niid it is worth observing that his mother was the daughter of Capt. 
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WilliamB of Cochwillany and siBter to Arcbbiabop Williams, who 
garrisoned Conway Castle for Charles I. John Dolben was bom in 
1 625, consecrated Bishop of Rochester in 1666, and translated to the 
Arcbiepiscopal See of York in 1683. 

Humphrey Dolben was a town-connciUor of Denbigh in 1597« 
William Dolben was bailiff in 1621, and alderman in 1622, 1626, and 
1629. . Richard Dolben was bailiff in the last named year, John 
Dolben was bailiff in 1631, and alderman in the foUowing year. 

In the chancel of Llanrhaiadr Chnrch, and within the altar railing, 
we find the foUowing memorials of the Dolbens and Mostjns : — 

'^HereljetliflMbodyof wniiainDovIbcDr^of flegnqrtjEaq.* wlio was High Shoiff 
for the Coimtjr of DenUgh, «h« year iMs, waaA djed ye iSth dsy of May, 104S. 

"And, abo, the body of John Dou1ben,t of Segn^ Esq., eldest w» of ye aaid WU- 
Uam, who aometime waa a M^r and aftenravda Lieollenant GoDoneD. FalthAiIIy and 
Tallantly aetr'd King Charles the I. After the M artyrdome of that Blessed Prince, he 
lud hte estate twieeseqoestered, and bora his sufferings with the saaoe eonrage and mag- 
nanimity as he had done Us sword. He died the lOth day of April, in ye year lOOS, 
•nd waa a u rv l fed by Jakb, his wife, daughter of Johh Thelwall of Flaee Coch, Esq., 
who, aller some years spent in devo^on and preparation for n better world, left thia the 
trd day of October, 1084, and lyes hen interred. 

** And, also, ye body of John I>onlben, of Segroyt, Esq., the only sonne of the said 
John and Jane Doulheni he died the SOth day of January, 1700, being the 00th year of 
hiaage* 

" Also, Herelyeth the body of John Mostyn, of Segrwyd, grand son of Wm. Mostjn, 
Aieh Deacon of Bangor, n yo u nger eon of Sir Roger Mostyn, Bart., who married Jane, 
dan^iter and heir of John Donlben, Esq., by whom he had three eona and two daugh- 
ters. Departed thia life the llth day of May, 1781 , aged 40.*> 

* Charles I., in the first year of his reign, granted a general pardon to '\^niam 
Dolben of the town of Denbigh, abaohing him from all acta of dialoyalty, Crimea, 
robberiea, inaurrecHonay conapiradea, homiddea. Sua,, &c., committed before the 
27th Day of March nit. } and from all palna and penaltiea» ecdeaiaatical oenaureay 
and prniiahmenta on aooouit of riot^, nnlawM aaaembliea, conTenticlea» confed- 
radea, tranagreaakm*, eztortiona, op p r ea a i ona, calnmniea, peijnriee, libela> &c. 
Reatoring to the aaid WilHam Dolben, all hia gooda and chattel^, honaea, landa, 
manora, &o. Except for ofTencea committed beyond the aeaa, corrupting or connter- 
Mting the cnirent coin of the realm, wflfnl murder, burglary, highway robbery, 
rape, C^arnaU eognaikme aiiet^ mitiieriB e<mira voluniate nunm) inceat, and 
other namelww crimea, oonjurationa, aoroery, and witchcraft ; concoelment of pri- 
aonera, detention of any gooda or chattda of the king, or hia predeceaaor, Jamea I., 
abatraction, concealment, detention, or frdaiflcatkm of aubaidieB, great or amall cua- 
toma, debta, arreara, compntationa, tonnage, and poundage, or from any action. 
Mil, quarrel, diapnte, or information, in the reign of hia predeoeaaor, or after hia 
deoeaae, pending in Council, the Star Chamber, or the Courta of Weatminater, or 
before the Ecdeaiaatical Commiaaionera, on the 28tli Day of November, ult. ThIa 
document, now before na, waa given at Westminater, under the Great Sei(l of Eng- 
land, on Uie 10th Day of February, 1625. 

t John Dolben loft three danghtera cohdreaaea : — Jtme, who married John Moa- 
tyn« made High Sheriff of thia county, 23 George II.; Mary, who married Jolm 
"Wllaon of Ruthin, gent. ; and a thhrd, who married Wynne, anceatw of Lord New- 
borough. 
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CHAPTER XXVl. 



THE GREAT 'SISGB OF DENBIGH. 



It will not be expected that a treatise of this limit should detail all 
the causes and effects of that important eyent in English history 
known as the Great Rebellion, nor would it be judicious, in a work 
of this nature, to discuss at length those political and religious ques- 
tions that arise out of a revolution, which, for a time, oyerturned 
both the altar and tlie throne. Suffice it to observe that the despotism 
which reigned during the middle ages engendered the republicanism 
which churacterized the greater part of the seventeenth century. In 
the deep moral gloom of Saz6n ages, and during the " dim religious 
light** of Norman times, the innate love of liberty — the noblest birth- 
right of man, in its legitimate exercise — had slumbered in comparative 
ease under its political shackles ; but no sooner had the day-spring 
of the Reformation dispelled the night of medieval superstition, than 
men were aroused to an impatient sense of the thraldom in which 
they were held ; and although the supremacy of the Roman Pontiff 
was formally abolished, and the specious doke of *' apostolical** pre- 
tentions irreparably torn before the winds of almost universal schism, 
the absolute sceptre of the Tudors pointed the enlightened eye of the 
nation to the undeniable fact that the terrors of the mitre were but 
transferred to the crown. Henry VIII., notwithstanding he set the 
Roman Vatican at defiance, played the pope over the English Church 
with but little less arrogance than a Leo or an Adrian. The bright 
sunbeam of religious and political reformation which broke upon the 
short-lived reign of his pious and amiable son, was completely be- 
clouded by the persecuting poUcy of the zealot Mary, which served 
but to make men more jealous of regal power, whether employed as 
a tool in the hands of the papacy- and Romish hierarchy, or as an 
instrument left to the exercise of its own absolute will. It is true 
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that the succeeding monaioh» the Great Elizabeth, "of glorious and 
immortal memory/' had so many claims upon the loyalty and dcTO- 
tion of her people, that the republican element was effectually screwed 
down. Still the leayen of democratic defection was secretly fer- 
menting and spreading its revolutionary influences among a very 
numerous and powerful section of the community — the extreme Pro- 
testant party, who were opposed to the monarchical form of govern- 
ment on the ground of its inseparable connection with an established 
church. They maintained that the Roman Pontificate, robed in its 
^mporal authority, and an English monarchy, acknowledged as the 
temporal head of a spiritual institution, were but one and the same 
power, exhibited under a different guise ; and that there was no hope 
of release from spiritual tyranny but in the abolition of regal power. 
Hence those who dissented from the National Church were unavoid- 
ably thrown into the ranks of republicanism, whilst those who clung 
to an established form of religion, as an institution founded upon the 
type of the scriptural theocracy, found themselves of necessity loyal- 
ists. The former held that the State was nothing more than a poli- 
tical association, united by voluntary covenants ; the latter viewed it 
as a great family alliance, cemented together by fraternal ties, and 
natural obligations. The one contended that idl political authority 
emanated from the sovereign will of ihe people ; the other maintained 
that there was no power but of God, and that Uiat was deputed to 
the king, as the patriarchal chief — as the natural parent of his people. 
The One party held that nations were entitied to govern themselves, 
and to select the ablest and wisest from among the people to bear rule, 
amenable to the national will, and controllable by public opinion ; the 
other maintained that tiic Divine economy, as revealed in the written 
law of God, was the only correct type by which human governments 
should be formed, and that the authority of God himself was not found- 
ed on the free-will of His creatures, but on their natural obligations to 
Him as the great parent of the universe ; and that monarchs were the 
represeotatives of Heaven, and not the mere commissioners of the 
people. Above all, the democratic party denied that princes* whom 
they held to be mere civil magistrates, had any Divine authority- for 
interfering with the spiritual concerns of their subjects; that liberty 
of conscience implied that men had an undeniable right to adopt and 
maintain that religion which they thought best and most consistent 
with the glory of God and their own moral welfare, and that it was 
the highest injustice and the most cruel persecution to compel them 
to contribute oftheir worldly goods to support a Church Establishment, 
and a national form of worship, of which they did not approve. The 
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loyaliBts, on the other hand, contended that it waa the first dnty of a 
sovereign to maintain a national recognition of the Christian fluth, 
and provide for the public worship of God, in the same way as the 
kings of Israel — whose history, they contended, was written for onr 
instmction, were held responsible to God for the support of His 
temple and worship, and the suppression of all idola^, Mie-wor- 
ship, irreligion, and infidelity ; and beliered that God had given men 
no such option. They held that the whole nation formed but 
one great Cliristian family, and that since the national confession of 
faith contained all things necessary to salvation, and involved nothing 
contrary to the fundamental doctrines of Christianity, and the na- 
tional liturgy provided for the devout and decent celebration of Divine 
worship, it was the bounden duty of every individual in the State 
to sink all minor difierences, in order to maintain the unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace. 

The earlier and more moderate Reformers sought nothing ftirther 
than to remove those fundamental errors in points of fiiith, and 
those grosser abuses in matters of Ecclesiastical discipline, which had 
crept into the Church during the middle ages. They had no idea of 
doing away with an Establishment, a public Liturgy, and an episcopal 
form of Church government, much less were they prepared to abolish 
the Itoyal power. It is true that the more general the agitation of such 
political and religious questions became, the more it were fraught witli 
danger to the stability of the altar, and the repose of the throne. Yet 
the attachment to a Monarchical form of government had been so 
long and deeply rooted in the afiections of th^ people, that nothing 
but the most flagrant abuse of regal power could possibly reconcQe 
them to a Democratic commonwealth. But the royal prerogative had 
been so strained, and pushed to such extreme lengths by the imperious 
Tudors, and especially' by the arbitrary Stuarts, that even men of 
moderate views, and loyalists in principle, had been brought to the 
conviction that it was high time to place some Qurb on the Royal will, 
and make the Sovereign in some way amenable to the voice of the 
People. ' Add to this the sacrilegious manner in which the State had 
laid its hands upon Ecclesiastical property, the corruption practised 
in the bestowal of Church preferment, the spiritual apathy into 
which the mass of the clergy had sunk, and the ignorance and laxity 
of morals which consequently prevailed among the people — ^all these 
causes tended to alienate the minds of the more zealous clergy, and 
the more enlightened and reasoning portion of the hdty, from the 
government and the Establishment ; especially towards the dose of 
the reign of James the First. 
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Agauiy the earlier Nonconformuts, however they may have heen 
•tigmaticed as enthnaiaata and fanatica, were, for the most part at 
leaat, men of undoubted piety^ evangelical zeal, and aelf-devotion, 
who were actually driv'en out of the Church; and to whom a 
number of followers, whose hearta God seemed to have touched, 
joined themsdres. But as tares will always be found among the 
wheaty and, in most cases, tenfold more prolific and rank in 
growth, so it was in the days of Cromwell : there arose a pharisaic, 
hypocritical, bigotted, perverse, and untoward generation of fire- 
brands, whose whole religion seemed to consist in nothing else but the 
worship of the god of Schism, an inveterate Hatred of all ecclesiasti- 
cal rule, and an equal, although not at first so open, aversion to a 
monarchical government. 

*'— - Emnt Mdnts, whom ^l HMD grant 
To be tiie trae ehurdh-militiait : 
Biidi as do Mid their ftith upon 
The holy text of pike and gun. 
Decide all oontrovenieB bj 
InlaUibleartillerf; 
And prove their doctrine orthodox 
By apottolio blowa'and knoda ; 
CaU flre^ and iword, and deMilation, 
A g odly thorough reformation, 
Whidi always mnat be carry'd on, 
And ftiU be doing, nerer done ; * 
Aa if religion wen intended 
. Por nothing else bat to be mended/' — Hudib&as. 

Such waa the unhealthy and disturbed state of the public mind 
when Charles the First, a prince most irreproachable in lus private 
character, ascended an already tottering throne, big with the impor- 
tance of regal authority, .and elevated with the loftiest notions of the 
royal prerogative, coupled with a conscientious determination to sup- 
port that Church to which he was devoutly attached, and to maintain, 
at any risk, that sovereign authority for the exercise of which he 
believed he was held responsible to Heaven alone. 

The representative system was then but imperfectly developed, yet 
the Commons had drank so deeply of that disafiected spirit with 
which the people had become possessed, that the king, finding them 
altogether unmanageable, " put off*," for twelve years, the assembling 
of any parliament whatever.* After the tragical demise of his favour- 
ite and chief counsellor, the Duke of Buckingham, who, having 
. incurred the indignation of both parliament and people, fell by the 

* This waa the hi^pieet period of hia life. With audi revenue aa he oonld com- 
mand from taxes levied on hia own abeolate authdrity, he maintained a iplendid &mtt, 
and ttberally encouraged the fine arte and general literature. 
2 D 
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hand of an anaasm, be took to hii conncila the Earl of Stnfford 
and Archbiahop Land> wbo loon rendered themaelYea obnoziona. 
Tbe aeverity witb wbich Laud pnnisbed tbe Nonconformiata quite 
exasperated the whole Puritan party* and the King waa aoon com- 
pelled to aaerificeboth Land and Strafibrd to their fbry; but the blood 
of theae two Tictima waa by no meana a sufficient atonement to make 
reconciliation between them» and it waa endent that nothing but 
the appeal to the sword could settle the queation between Monarchy 
and Democracy! between King and Parliionent, between Church and 
Dissent. 

' A ciyil contest waa ineritable. The Parliament borrowed 
jBllyOOOfOOOy a very large sum, considering the yalue of money at 
the time, to make war with the king^ and the city of London took up 
arma against the unfortunate monarch, who waa ao poor that his 
queen waa compelled to go privately to Holland, and dispose of the 
crown-jewels, in order to buy arms and ammunition. 

In the meauwhUe, most of the nobility and gentry, who atill con- 
tinued jbithM to their soYcreign, enlisted themsdyes under his ban- 
ner, and the most loyal parts of the kingdom augmented hia forcea 
by voluntary snbaidiea. The county of Denbigh made an early 
demonatration for the king. 

«'Iiil642, tiMCoantbbf Dibigh prcwnted Ms Mstto s petttton fcg proteeltoii 
tgsliiit the orders and ordlnanoM of FuUsidmi^ and fsfo tlio King a eon^leste 
B^inMBt of YolimtBaff, sad i^OOO." 

At thia time, Denbigh Castle waa in the peaceable and quiet posses- 
sion of the crown, and had been but little thought of nnce the days of 
Elisabeth, (#ee Chapter 12,) whose fayourite, the Earl of Leicester, 
finding this ancient fortreas either "ftlling into decay," " or in utter 
ruin,*' undertook its restoration. This was the last we heard of it. 
What repurations Leiceater effected, or how much of the original 
fortifications, ''fallen into utter decay," he remoyed, we cannot now 
aay with certainty, but the difficult experienced in endeayouring 
to identify the detaila of the present ruins with the sunrey of the 
2 Elizabeth, would aeem to proye that seyersl of the then decayed 
towers must haye been taken down preyioua to the final dismantling 
and destruction of the fortress. Some of these may haye been remoyed 
by Col. Salusbury for materials to fortify the more needful portions. 

In the autumn of 1643, the progresa of the Rebels in the Marches 
of Wales, till then the most loyal part of the empire, conyinoed the 
king of the necesuty of securing Denbigh,'- as a place of the greateat 
importance from its centitd position, and so strengthened by nature 
jand by art, that its occupation muat haye considerable influence on 



AMCIBM1* AMD MODSRN DBMBIGH. 213 

idl military moTementa in these parts. But his Majesty haying no 
resonroes left him* save what the loyalists supplied of their free-will 
and devotion to his person and cause, comnussioned William Salushury 
of Bag and Bachymbyd, a ** right-trusty, weU-beloYed» and faith- 
ful subjeety" in the fuUest and truest sense of the terms, to garrison 
this Castle, who» having been appointed Governor by the king's letters 
patent, immediately set himself to the great task of repairing and 
fortifying the place, assisted by his kindred and retainers. We 
must reflect, that although the place was almost impregnable while 
that mode oi warfure practised at the time of its Norman founder 
continued, much was required to adapt it to the purposes of cannon- 
ading, and to render it impervious to a storm of metal balls. 
While the work was progressing, an almost incredible number of loy- 
alists, driven by force or fear from other parts, congregrated within 
the walls of the ancient town, which had been almost entirely destroyed, 
save its curcumvallation, during the Wars of the Boses. {See page 85.) 
The Town Walls had been repaired in 1595. (See pages 96 and 97.) 
" The divers rows of streets," mentioned by Leland, had long dis- 
appeared ; hence it must have been necessary to erect a great number 
of temporary habitations to meet this ^emergency. An interesting 
and novel scene now presented itself. Here we have the Old Town 
once more alive with hundreds and thousands of human beings, and 
its narrowly circumscribed area thronged with numberless ''mush- 
room" erections, arranged in such irregular lines and groups as the 
pressure of the moment suggested, and mutual convenience required, 
with stores of arms, ammunition, provisions, and necessaries collected 
here from every available quarter. Besides those volunteers who 
enrolled themselves under the banner of the loyal Salushury, and 
rallied here under the royal standard, many of Uie more substantial 
burgesses, who inhabited the populous but defenceless " Suburbs," as 
the present town was formerly designated, felt it prudent to provide 
a temporary habitation within the Walls, whither they might with- 
draw on the approach of the expected enemy, atad to place their more 
valuable effects under the immediate care of the trusty Governor. 
Many of the clergy and gentry of North Wales became alarmed at 
the progress of Sir Thomas Myddelton in the Marches, especially 
after the defeat of the loyalists at Holt Bridge, Nov. 9th, 1643, and 
sought refuge here. As the aspect of the king's cause in Eng- 
land became more gloomy and hopeless, numbers sought Denbigh 
as the last retreat^^persons of distinction, clergymen and gentlemen, 
.with their wives, children, and servants, horses, carriages, money, 
plate, jeweb, and all their most portable valuables ; their numbers 
2d2 
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being augmented by many foreign allies and meroenaries, and such 
remnants of defeated royal garrisons of Wales and Engknd^ as coold 
save their lives by flight or recapitulation.* 

The first notice of a contemplated attack upon the citadel appeared 
in a summons to surrender^ from one of the parliamentary com- 
manders, which we transcribe by kind permission, from' the. Yen. 
Archdeacon Newcome's interesting "Jeeount of the CaatU and Toum 
of Denbigh /* the original documents being still preserved by Lord 
Bagot, at Pool Park, Ruthin. 

A letter from Sir Thomae Myddelton to the Oovemor of BenUgh* 

"Tlie former friendfthip sad fkmiliarity wch hath psM'd bewixt m doth not only 
infite but also engage me to use all poaiible means not only to continue bnt alsoe 
to encrease the same, which on my parte behig donne and offered, however thhiga 
USX oat hereafter, I am ezeosable before Ood and the woiid. It hath pleased Qod» 
by reason of all the distractions of the times, for the present to put ns in a way of 
opposition one to the other j the causes being well understood, I doubt not but the 
issue would be a firmer union betwixt us than ever. Sir, through all opposition, 
God hath brought me with a considerable force to Wreiham, able both to defend 
myself and offend my foes; wherein I am by unquestionable power as wdl author- 
ised to preserve the peace of this country firom the Tiolence of oppression used and 
exercised by the commanders of arrays, and others, against the parliament, as alsoe 
to protect Mid receive Into grace and fovour such as shall willingly come in and sub- 
mitt to the obedience of king and parliament. This power, by God's grace, I will 
labour to put in execution, and this is the Intente of my coming into these parts. 
Sir, I understand that for the present you are in armes in Doibigh Castle, and 
governor thereof — and being fonmerly satisfied of your ingenuous diyosition, I can- 
not doubt bnt that your intentions and mine will agree^ and on your part produce 
such aooons. (accommodations ?) as may conduce to your honour and safety, and the 
prosperity of these oppressed countryes; and therefore I doe hereby invite you, and 
desire God that you may for your own good embrace it^ that you would please to 
Bubmitt yourself to the power and obedience of the king and parliament^ lay down 
your armes, and deliver up that csstle to mee, or those that I shall appoyni^ to be 
disposed of ftir their service, and for the publick peace and safety of these parts; 
which if you shall doe, you shall not only be protected in pelrson and estate by mee 
and my power, but also you shall approve yourself, as formerly you have been, a 
patriot and preserver of your country, a lover of religion, and an instrument of the 
publick good, and it will be by the state taken notice of as an acceptable service. Sir, 
now I have discharged my consdenoe, desiring your speedy consideratioa and 
speedy resolution, and see desire God to direct you, and remayne 

Your ould and true friend and kinsman,— Tho. Middblton." 

* "Nov. 16, Beeston Castle, that had been besieged almost a year (at dlfferant 
periods) was delivered up. There were in it 56 soldiers, who, by agreement, had 
liberty to depart with their arms, colours flying and drums beating, with two cart- 
loads of goods, &c., to be conveyed to Denbigh. March, 1646, CoL Whitely 
delivered the Castle of Aberystwyth to the besiegers. The garrison, about 100 or 
more, marched to Denbigh.*' 
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This dkpateh is not dated ; bat from the fact that the reply was 
written on the 15th Not.^ 164d> we may infer that it was penned 
immediately after the battle of Holt Bridge. In a few weeks, Sir 
Thomas lost his own castle of Chirk, which, while he was in the field 
for the parliament, was garrisoned for the king, and remained in 
possession of the loyalists for two years, when they abandoned it.* 

The above summons, and the specious reasoning with which it was 
urged, had but little e£fect in frightening the valiant Salusbury into 
submission to an usurped power, or in tempting him to betray the trust 
committed to him by his king, as will appear from his spirited reply. 

The Owemof^M Jnawer to Sir Tho, MyddelttnCe Letten 

"1m MoicrMB Jbsv." 

*' Sia,— 1 desire not to li^e longer then I iqpprove myielf trae to my king and 
eoontrj, a trae Idrer of the Protestant religion, and that yealde cfaearftd obedience 
to my king and Ftoliament ; and if the want of yoor obedience be yonr quarrel, or 
any part of thecanse of your coming with fbroe into these parts, it is an offence 
taken, but not giyen. I am not soe jealous as to tliink you point at mee as 
one that did &erdse Glance or oppressbn in this country — I pray God wee do not 
see those thingx now began to be exercised, instedd of bdng preserved from them. 
Bttt to be playne — to betraye soe great a trust as the keeping of Denbigh CasUe^ 
tho' upon ever soe fityre pretences, may be acceptable to them that desire it, but 
fai my opinion, in itself is abominable; and must needs render him that shall do It 
odious to Qod and all good men, and I will never account him my friend that should 
more mee to it. But I cannot say yon doe see, for I shall, with all pleasure and 
willingness, yealde it tqp as you desire, (that is) when I am commanded by my 
king and parliament. And for the disohaige of that trust, in the meane time, and 
for noe otlur cause I hare armed myself, as wdl as God did enable me ; and Uiose 
arms (with God's leave) I shall beare and use for the service of my king and countiy, 
and not to exerdse violence and oppression, lliis is my answeare to you, and, 
witii God's healpe^ the firm and constant resolution of him that is your kinsman, 
and would be your true friend, as far as truth and loyalty will give Um leave. 

Denbigh Castle, this 16th 9fis., 1643. William SALBSsirnT." 

* In the "Mercvrhu AtUieut,'' a party paper of the day, dated Feb, 1, 1644, we 
find the following notice : — "Sir Thomas Middleton is extreme melancholy since 
his last entertainment at his own house at Chirk Castle, where his precious Engi- 
neer's brain was daMi'd out by a stone firom the Castle, which the Rdiwis ever since 
caU Welih Oranadoe», This Engineer's death has so damp'd the fiK^on there- 
abouts that a Lady sent this Form of Prayer to one Mr. Uoyd, (a sufllcient 
Brother) — ' O I hears!, heare us, good Lord ; how long art Thou deafe? Why didst 
Thou sidfor Thy servsnt TbMot, to perish ? Curse them, O Lord, and cursed be 
that creature whldi was the cause of Tobias's death. Why didst Thou suffer that 
CasUe, which was the seat of holiness, to be p o s se ss e d with profoneness and 
t»opery? O curse, with an heavy curse, that great devil of Shrewarden (Sir 'V^^Uiam 
Yaughan) which doUi torment lliy diildren, and let all the righteous k^ holy say. 
Amen. O Lord, bless Sir Thomas Thy holy servanti grant him that strength that 
he may overcome his enemies and obtafai his Castle with honour.' " f 
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Sir Thot. Myddkton joined the Earl of Denbigh and GoL Mjttoif 
'in behalf of the parliament, and brought a very large army into the 
fields but no attack was made upon Denbigh for two yean after the 
date of the above correspondence. During this long intenral the loy- 
aliBlB fortified the citadel, and prepared themseltes to stand a siege. 

After the total defeat of the royal foroea under Prinoe Bnpert» at 
Marston Moor, where Cromwell first signaliied himself, July 2, 1644, 
the King sostained a most disastrous defeat at Naseby, on the 14th 
of the same month. This sad reyerse put the rebel Parliament in 
possession of almost all the fiwtified towns of England. Still most 
of the castles of North Wales were garrisoned by Loyalists, as well as 
the City of Chester, which was then besieged by the " Rebellionists.'' 
It may not be out of place to remark that the kings of England, ever 
since the Union, have, in every emergency, found the Welsh to be the 
most loyal, devoted, and trust-worthy of all their subjects. Charlesi 
having now actually lost his hold of England, turned his distracted 
attention towards the Principality as the last retreat, and the only 
quarter where he could expect certain succour and reftage. On Sui^ 
day, the 2l8t of September, 1645, he arrived at Llanfyllin, with m 
small detachment of his *' shattered forces,** dejected and irresolate^ 
but anxious if by any means possible, with the aid of sudi reinforoe- 
ments as he could collect in his march, to relieve the^City of 
Chester. The next day, he proceeded to Chirk Castle, then 
garrisoned by '' Governor Watts,** whenee he sent lus guarda forward 
to Llangollen. Genersl Gerard's Horse, by a night march, reached 
Holt Castle, which jras garrisoned for the king by Sir Bichard Lloyd. 
Here they crossed the Dee by a bridge of boats. The old stone bridge 
having, it would seem, been destroyed by Sir Thomas Myddelton. 

The king made an entry into Chester, and took up his qusrtem 
with the mayor. Sir Francis GamuL 

On the 24th, his Majesty witnessed, from the top of the Phoenix 
Tower, the total defeat of his little army on Bowton Moor. 

"Wednetdaj, B^t 24th, Points's hone^ ccmtnrj to expectiliim, wcreooBM 
between Nantwich sod Chester to retiere those forces of their parif thit were afore 
Chester, and to fight the long, and were charged by Sir Marmadnke f ^ mgd a K <n 
Cheeter side of the river De^ not far from Beaton Castle, beat in, and tooli some 
comets, but they beat us again ftir it. About twelve of the dock, those horse 
which came with the king, and 200 foot, were drawn oat of Chestor, 900 prisoneis 
of oars taken and carried to Nantwich, whereof about 20 gvntlemen were of the 
king's own troop." 

This disastrous action compelled the king to retreat into Wales, 
and seek protection on his msrch, under the hospitable roof of 
SaltbrCr Hoiomtu QUUim. 
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* 

^'Thmdayi Sept. 25Ui| about nine or ten o'dodc in the moning, flie Ung left 
Clieitert end carotsing the Dee Bridge with 500 hone got to Hawerden CMtle,' 
wliich was gorerned by Sir ^Wam Neale, where be stopped three lurars, and that 
night came to Denbigh Gaette, attended by Sir Krancia Gamnll, Mayor of Cheater, 
Cq»t Thofpp, and Alderman Cowper." 

After two days^ these three loyal dtisehs took a sad and final leaye 
cS their royal master^ who occupied apartments in the tower still 
adled the Ein^i Chamber, or Kingfs Charleses Tower, but 
previously the Great Kitchen. 

*' Ao 1645^ upon fUdaye and Satorday, the xxfi and xxrli of aeptr. ant reg: 
Re : Gnol t zzLo our sayed lonrgn Ld. k : Charles was in person att ye Castdl of 
DenUgfae, wliereof Mr. Wm. Salosbory of Rug was Goremoor nnder liis mjestie. 
Gk>d safe the Kinge and Realme. Qod send ns peace in Christ Jesos our Lords. 
Amen.''— JUjrJ MS8. 

On Saturday, the 27th, there was a general rendesvous at the 

Cy%lIiog, as Appears f^m an entry in the pansh register. The king 

is supposed to hare been present in person. The news reaching 

Denbigh that Prince Maurice was coming with one thousand horse, 

and was at Chirk CasUe, his Majesty set out to meet him late on 

Sunday night, the 28th9 and the next day he proceeded through 

Mont^meryshire to Bridgenorth, thence to Newsrk, whence he set 

out for Scotland. The reader is well aware that the Soots betrayed 

the unfortunate monarch into the hands of lus enemies for the sum 

of j6400,000, which, when dinded amongst them, it is said, only 

amounted to fourpence each. 

Next month, another futile attempt to reliere Chester was made by 

means of Sir Wm. Yaughan's brigade,* consisting of from two to 

three thousand men, drawn from the garrisons of Ludlow and other 

-citadels in the Marches of Wales. He msrched by way of Denbigh^ 

in the hope of being reinforced here, and seems to haye quartered his 

forces in the *' Submrbs,^' when the alarm came that Col. Mytton was 

.approaching at the head .of a considerable force, with the intention 

of preventing a junction with the besieged loyalists at Chester, a 

manoeuyre which was completely successful. Sir William Vaughan 

immediately drew out his forces to give him battle, and the two 

jarmies met between the town and Whitchurch, where some fierce 

fighting took place. When the contest had lasted about an hour, the 

* <«8ir WiUam Yanihan came with two or tiiree thonsand men, out of Ludlow, 
and other garrisons in the marohen of Wales, throns^ Mo nig o m etj d ure towards 
Denbigh Castle, intendfaig, with the addition of die foroes of Nortii Wales, to 
relieve Chester agayne ; bnt Colonel Mj^tton, hearing of his iqpproacfa, drew up his 
foroes towards him, and, near Denbigh CasHe, ga?e him battel, wherein Sir Wil- 
liam Yang^ian was orerthrown witii all his armj, whereof many were sIi^tim in 
ihe pusnity which continved six mOes, eren to Llsngemieir.''— VFUBam Marrii, 
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Loyalists were beaten back into the town ; bat the Rebel infimtiy^ 
which were chiefly composed of London ^^Beformadoei,'' soon got 
possession of the " Suburbs." The charge of the Loyal cavalry seems 
to have been, in the first instance, more successAil, and Mytton's^ 
horse were put to a disorderly retreat. The battle became scattered 
in every direction — in the streets, roads, and fields. Sir .William 
Taughan endeavoured in vain to rally and collect his disordered 
forces on the Oreen, His horse were put to a predpate flight, but his 
infantry made good their retreat into the Castle^ where they were hos- 
pitably received by the brave governor, who anticipating, an attack 
upon the citadel, had anxiously watched all the movements of the two 
armies engaged, from the top of one of the towers of the fortress, and 
had discovered that a part of the Parliamentarian general's plan of 
action had not been called into execution. From this* discovery; 
mentioned in Governor Salusbury's despatch to Sir W. Yaughan, it is 
evident that General Mytton had made two divisions of his forceS| 
with the view of hemming in Sir William Yaughan'a army, but that 
one division had not come to action at all, the royal army haviiig 
been* driven off the ground before they came up. Sir W. Yaughan's 
cavalry were pursued as f ar aa Uangerniew, th^ retreat being, it 
would seem, partly covered by some of their flying artillery. Thus 
the enemy took possession of the Suburbs. So straitly shut up 

* General Mytton wm the aon of Rich. Mytton of Helgton. He nioceeded to tliit 
estate in 1610, end wu one of the few Shrqpdiire gentlemen who sided with the 
parlkunent against king Charles, diiplayhag, aa Borke ohMnres, in the oaiiie 
which he eaponaed, the most undannted bearing, tempered wiUi the greatest humm- 
nity. In August, 1643, he held the rank of colonel, and took the town of Wem. 
In June following, he wrested Oswestry from the loyaUsts, and in (he beginning of 
1645 made himself master of Shrewsbury. The next year he wrote to' parliament, 
(June IS, 1646,) that he was ready to reduce the rooky mountainous country of 
CaemarYonshire. In April, he took Ruthin and Conway, and was subsequently 
made major-general. In politic*, he was probably influenced by his connezion 
with Sir Thomas Myddelton. They married two sisters, and went exactly the same 
length in opposition to the king, and no further. They were oonsdentiouBly op- 
posed to the extrayagant exercise of prerogatiye claimed by Charles in the esriy 
part of his reign, but neror contemplated the total prostration of monarchy, or had 
any personal enmity towards the king. Gen. Mytton died in London, but was buried 
at St. Chad's, Shrewsbury, Not. 29th, 1656. He was descended from Sir Peter 
Mutton of Uannerch, Knight, Chief Justice of North Wales, Master in Chancery, 
Prothonotary and Clerk of the Crown — ^who lies buried at Henllan. He died, Nov. 
4, 1637. He is said to have been a good Judge, and to haye made a large fortune. 
On one occasion, when he represented the borough of Camaryon, he obsenred, in a 
speech in Parliament — " I remember fourteen years before I was bom, &c.," which 
created so much merriment in the house that he neyer heard the last of his ''Welsh 
bun." 
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were those within the Walls Uiat they knew hnt little of what was 
going on in the town below* as will appear from Col. Salusbnry's de- 
spatch to Sir William Yaughan. 

'« For Sir WiUiam Vaughan. 
'' Sir,— I wiih joa to be as free from danger as I hope we are eecare and in good 
condition here. On your Foot being perceived under the CSasde wall* I recehed 
them in, tho' I conceived I had no need of them for the defence of the place; yet 
haTing, I donbt not» proririons enoo^, tlMir Taloor and good aendoe witliaU 
meriting mj compaaaion, I fkeely entertained them* I judge the enemy had a forces 
that came the other way over the Green, eqval in number, or tikneabooti^ to what 
yon fought with. Mitton and the Foot I am informed quarter in tiie town, and 
moat of the Horse in the country. about t Qod bless us aU I 

" Tour friend and servant* 

"William SALsasunT. 
*• Denbigh Castl^ Ist Nov., 1646.— 7 at night. 
** What (course) you may resolve to take I lea;ve to your own discretion." 

liangemiew is twehe miles distant from Denbigh. Cannon-halls, 
supposed to be used in this skirmish, are often dng up in that locality ; 
some are preserved at the Stag Inn, at that Tillage. 

Probably we should not be far ''wide of the mark'* in setting 
down Mytton's foroes at something near four thousand. 

" The army of Sir W. Vaughan was composed of a considerable body of Welsh and 
Irish forces. Sir Wm. Brereton had notice of the design, and immediately 
despatched that able officer Mytton, and under him CoL Jones, and Col. Louthian, 
with 1000 foot and 1400 horse. Mytton attaclced the loyalists with vigour, and, 
after several engagements, totally routed them, took 400 horse and 200 foot^ and 
so dispersed them as not to leave 100 together in one place." — ^PewMn^. 

Among the officers who fought under Sir William Yaughany we 
have the names of Col. Randal Egerton, Col. Whitley, Col. Dayentry, 
Col. Rutler, Col. Werden Shaterley, Col. Grudge, &c«, with Prince 
Maurice's Life Guards, Lord Byron's Regiment, the Ludlow Foot, 
Arcall Dragoons, ftc., the remnant9 oi the various loyal regiments, 
companies, and battalions, which garrisoned Bridgenorth, Ludlow, 
Chirk, and other places in the Marches. 

'* Tuesday, Nov. 4th, returned a Trumpet from Denbigh sent by Sir W. Vaughan, 
-—told that theb rendesvous was at NorUiop the day before; and this morning, 
being Tuesday, came our foot out of tiie easUe to Uanrwst A regiment of refor- 
madoes (against us in this business) came from London under Mitton's command. 
Thursday 6th, to St Ge^ifge's parish. The rest qusrtered thereabouts. Riday, Nov. 
7th, was a general rendesvous on Denbigh Green. This nigiit the head quarters was 
at TJanrhaiadr— Sir Evan Lloyd's house.'*— IT. Morrii, 

An unknown writer has the following additional notice : — "On the 
1st of October" (1645,) " the parliamentarians obtained an important 
adyantage over the loyalists within sight of the Castle, on which they 
2b 
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titerwards made an nnsacceinfal attack ; that fortreaa liaTiiig 
all their efforts to obtain poaaeaaion of ity and, after the battle, afforded 
an aaylnm to the wounded loyaliata left on the field." — See LewiiM 
Topographieal Dictionary. 

It ia aaid that the Siege did not comm6no6 until the 17th of April* 
1646; biii aeTeral jfacta would aeem to prove that the town and 
fsitadd were Yirtoallybeaieged, and theaaburba and enviroua occu- 
pied by the enemy, for many montha prior to the aboye date. The 
Bushel infantry were quartered in the town, and paoat of their horee in 
the country around, on the lat of November, 1645, and there \a no 
account of their haying aubaequlBntly eyacuated the place. Again, 
we find in the Rhyl MSS., aa kindly copied for thia work by* Miaa 
Angharad Llwyd, a memorandum to the following effect : — 

*' Upon Wedneiday, ye fiynt of fqprill, 1645, ye gallon of Bntter^was 'Mldo at 
DanUghe flTor 20i., Mid nppon Thunday, tha zvitii of apritt, the Towna and Caatia 
of Dmbigha ware bariaAed by y« Pftrlt armey, and y« markat waa nppon ye Wed- 
kiMay ffoUowing kept att Uie Elma Trte, in the bottom of the Towna, that is, in 
or neere the LacUe Salusbnry's Hovse in tha lower ende of Dcnbighe." 

Our authoreaa takea thia to be the Abbey House, but it ia, perhapa, 
difficult to decide what place ia here meant. 

It may be contended that thia ia an error of date, — that it ought to 
be 1646 ; but we stumble oyer another memorandum proying that 
the enemy lay encamped at Whitchurch in June, 1645, tod ao pre- 
yehtecL the inhabitanta of Caemaryonahire, Angleaea, and Merioneth 
firom carrying on their uaual trade with England, in cattle and other 
eommoditiea ; and that the deputiea of the yarioua countiea held their 
conference here, when the following memorial to the Commiaaioner of 
Array, (preaeryed among the Bulkeley MSS.) waa agreed upon : — 

" Denbigh, 6Ui JunU, 1645. 
" In Anawera to yoc Upp's expodfoni of tha 4th day of this instant Jane, we 
whose names are haieunto snbsoribed, of the oonnties of Angiasaa, Canuunron, and 
Merioneth, hayeinge taken into our serious bonsideraf on, as weU the unhappy 
oondifon of o^ neighbors inhabitinge in the conntiea of fflynt and Denbighe, as 
alsoe o' owne poverty by want of trade and of the sale of or catle, yett out of the 
abundanoa of C affefon to liis Mats cause, and your Up^a p'son, notwithstandinge 
or great charge, and (^ sererall garrisons, witliin or counties, as much as in us 
lyeth, assente that for the moneth of this instant June, and July next, these three 
counties shall pay the summe of fire hundred pounds p. moneth ; ts. 500/< upon the 
tenth of July, 500/1 upon the tenth of August, and for the moneth of August the 
summe of 600U, upon the tenth of September foUowinge, according to former 
diyiaionB, with oonsideraf on of the preaent oondifon of the oonnties of Denbigh and 
fliynt, being wasted and most impoTeiished by the enemie's late incursions and 
apoile thereof; w'ch we looke shall not be any longer continued, nor drawne in 
after tymes into example. 
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" And for the better eoablynge vs to p'forme fbe lanie, we desiie that yor Upp. 
wHI aasente tliat we be freed from the free qoarteHngs of all loiildien whatsfer^ and 
to have a free trade by lande : and that yor llpp. will endeaTonre to p'care the Bame 
at Whyiichwreh from the enimie, by a dmme, with license for all such aa trade with 
them to p'core their paaaes, if they can, and to retom without p'jndice. And 
tiiat an ftiture leqniries, except for the mayntenanoe of or owne garfiaons, doe^ 
either in money, or men, or armee, ^cept Sr John ^ennes M» allowance^ 
more p'ticnlarly that the p'poaifon of Prince Mamice Mt highneM of 500 men 
armed, with or agreement thereapon, and alaoe ttie p'poatfon of yO' llpp. for men^ 
money, and p'Tison, be layed aalde, and not renewed, and that yor llpp. doe aaaigne 
lu all delinqaente' eatates, if any anch be, or happen withfai the sererall coon- 
tiea, and Yigoroody aasiat na to get satisfafon for the apoUea and loaae we hava 
received about Hidi'aa last by the taldnge of o^ catle and other gooda by his Mati* 
forces or commanders thereof. And the better to ensure or owne defence be- 
ing snbjeot to invasions by sea and lande, yo^ Upp. will be pleased, by sererall ordenf 
nnder yor hande, to aee that or armes, issoed for the defence of the reqpediye coontiea 
of Denbigh and fflynt, and there or dsewheie left, seised, or taken, may either be 
sente speedily to the Governor of Denbigh, to the p'tlcnlar owner^s ns^, or delivered 
to the owners. And thai snch as foyle may be p'ceeded agt, and tiiat yC llpp will 
be pleased, for the p'venfon of taldnge «way of or catle or pther goods, by hia 
Ma^ f<WM% to send yd' orders into all i^nlaona and quarters within yor lorp's 
oomminion, and alsoe to write yor Tree to the severall governors of Leichfield and 
Dudley Oastle, signifyinge, that in caae they detayne any of C caUe or other 
goods, yor Upp. must give us an allowance thereof: that thereby they may 
looke upon us with a better regard. And that yor llpp. will be pleased to p'onre 
his Hate I'les, or the Prinoe's, to those severall garrisons in that behaUe. 

*« It is agreed that, out of the above agreed pontribufcm, Ihat aU souldie^ p 
tfaorow any of th9 fo' conntiea thefare quarters bee discharged. 

William Owen, vice coma. Jphn Owen, John Byron, 

Memt. John BodwdL Robert Jones, 

William Wynne, Wm. Griffith, Row. Bulkeley, 

Edmoid Meyricke, H. Owen, William Owen, 

Howell Vaughan, O. Wood, Ow. Holland, 

Hu'ifrey Hughes, John Owen, Richard Bodiythen.'* 

Griff. Lloyd. Hen. Owen, 

Thomas Wynne, 

WiUm. Bold, 

Will. Griffiths, 

Hen. Williams, 

Maurice Wynnsb 

Ow, Griffith, 

Hugh Wynne. 

From what has been advanced, it would appear that the enemy 
lay quartered in the town for aome time, but a determined 
attack upon the important citadel of Denbigh was evidently postponed 
until other Tortresaea of leas atren^ could be reduced, and enable 
the enemy so to concentrate hia forces as to make all his power bear 
upon thia impregnable stronghold, now so well-armed and provi- 
sioned, where Uiere was a garrison of at least several hundred 
2e2 
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fighting men— many experienced and Tetenui loldien ; (Sonttqtiently 
it was not until the spring of 1646, that "a ttnmg siege*' was com- 
menced. The neighbouring Castle of Ruthin surrendered early in 
April, after a siege of six weeks ; and the first encounter between the 
Denbigh Loyalists and the Parliamentarian Bebels took place before 
the dawn of the 7th of the forementioned month. On the prerious 
eyening, a twHe was made, when about one hundred and twenty of 
the caTalry and thirty rifles marched out of the citadel, under cover 
of the night, with the view of surprising the enemy, then encamped 
between Denbigh and Buthin, probably calculating that when the 
news reached that town that the besiegers were attacked firom with* 
out, the loyalists would make a sudden saUy upon them from within, 
and so cut them to pieces, disperse them, or put them to flight. 
We must admire the courage and daring of a handful of men setting 
upon so large a force, if we cannot say much of their discretion. 
All might almost be expected, their temerity cost them rather dearly. 
Before the dawn of the following morning, they fell upon a part of 
Captain Price's quarters ; but the enemy being incomparably stronger 
in numbers, and haying had timely warning of their approach, from 
their scouts and sentinels, put them to a precipitate flight, whilst 
Col. Carter, with the ''horse guards," fell between them and Denbigh, 
bringing them to a sudden charge near Whitchurch, when many gen- 
tlemen, including Captains Wynne, Morris, Morgap, and Pickering, 
with one lieutenant, two comets, one sergeant, and seyeral pri- 
yates, were taken prisoners. The Loyalists also lost, in this daring 
little expedition, forty horses, berides arms. According to the account 
giyen by the Parliamentarians, seyen of the Loyalists were slain in the 
attack ; but Col. Salusbury only acknowledges one slain, and one 
wounded. 

To this action the writer, before cited, probably refers when 
he says, "In 1646, the parliamentarians obtained a victory over 
the king's forces at Llanrhaiadr, about two miles from Denbigh ; but 
they made no impression on the Castle, which the garrison continued 
to defend with unabated intrepidity." 

Qen. Mytton immediately wrote to Governor Salusbury, enclosing 
a list of the prisoners taken in the action, and endeavoured to pre- 
yail upon him to surrender the fortress, by appealing to the personal 
friendship which formerly existed between them, the extremity to 
which the country was reduced, the jeopardy in which our gallant 
loyalist's own life was placed, and the ruin which threatened his family 
and posterity ; promising, in the event of his obeying the summons, 
to intercede with the Parliament for his pardon, assuring him that his 
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deiennmation to hold Denbigh could be of no further service to the 
cause which he had espoased, as the king had no army left in the field 
in any part of the kingdom. 

"General Mytton to CoL Saleehury, 

'• Rathin, 7th Aprilif, 1646. 
" Sir,— I have hare indofled a list of those that are hronght prisoDen here ; how 
many are thyne, I doe not yet know, hnt I am heartily lorry things doe girow soe 
high between ns, and so are yonr friends at London. Sir, I besSech yon remember 
your donntry, yonisalf, and yonr posterity, and goe on no further in this way, to 
the nndoeing oif the first and extreme hasarding of th» others. If yon please to 
make nse of me, aa an instroment to make yonr peace with the parliament, rest as- 
mired yon shall engage the best endeavonrs of him that will shew himself to be 

"Yonr onld friend. and hnmble servant^ 

•'Tho. Myttok. 
"Credit me, the king hath noe army left him in the field in any place in the 
kingdom." 

The gallant colonel replied in the firmest ezpressionn of determina- 
tion to keep his hold of the fortress, which he considered as ** his Ma- 
jestie's own honse" complaining that he was daily robbed by the parlia- 
ment, and that he considered his Majesty's person a sufficient army* 
and that whatever armies were in England pnght to be the king's. 

Colonel Saletbuty in answer. 

" Worthy Sir, — I acknowledge myself mnch obliged unto yon for your kind ez- 
presskms, in yonr letter sent by my Drum, which I hope to reqnite in a most reaU 
way before I die. Sir, I hare been and am dayly robbed and spoiled, contraiy to 
the law of God and this kingdom, fbr noe other offence that I know of bnt for my 
loyallty to my kmg. The parliament (if I may soe call it) I have noe ways offended, 
nnleas (aa before) in being loyall to my king, in observing his commands, as well by 
commission under his hand and scale, as also by word firom his own monthe, for the 
keeping of this place, his Mijestie's own honse; which (without regard to my own 
life, lands, or posterity) with God's assistance, I will endeayour to make good for 
him to my last gaspe. Soe I rest your poore kinsman, and ould play-fellow to serre 
you, 

^'WXLLLAIC SaLBSBURT. 

" Denbigh castle, this 8th day of April, 1646. 

" I take the king's own person for a sufficient armey, and what armeys alsoe be 
in England should of right bee his. Upon my credit, noe more of this place but 
one man killed, and that, (as they say) after quarter given— one other's pate cutt 
slightly. Too mudi security hath lost many a fayre game at tennis, as you know : 
and soe fered it with our men last day." 

The Parliament army, having finished their business at Buthin, 

and 'elated by their late swccess,^ marched towards Denbigh, on the 

1 7th of ApriC 1646, in full force. On their approach, they met with 

A rather warm reception from the garrison, and were at first repulsed, 

with some loss, and one commanding officer slain. This compelled 

them to march on, or retreat towards Llandymog. But, having 
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again ndlied« Uiej returned to Whitchorcb^ where they ^y encamped 
for several months occupied in throwing up siege-works, and ip cqq- 
stant skirmishes with tortiea from the garrison, who made descents 
upon their entrenchments and foraging parties. Ip these encounters 
the Rebels sustained frequent and considerable losses. 

General Mytton now summonses the garrison to sun;ef(4^r imn^edi- 
ately, as appears from the following despatch :-— 

General Myttan*e Summotu to Denbigh €ku$le, 

" Sir, — I can noe lets than put yoa in mind of the lotie of Ghiit^iMi blood, tli^ 
undoing of this country, and the retarding of the work of ralbnnation In these parts 
(aoe happilj bj God's bleaiing) not only began, but in great meeinre peilected in 
moat parti of thia Idngdome, that you aoe much cause, and will b« deef^ gQ9ty of, 
if you perriate in your way, of your fordhly keeping thia Castle of I>enbigh from 
being reduced to the obedience of the king and parliament^ having no hopea of ra- 
liefe. — I doe therefore hereby lummon you to didiTer into my handa the CaaUe of 
Denbigh for the um of the king and pariiament, upon Monday next, by nine of the 
docke in the mominge ; assuring yqu ^h^t yo|i may bavf bett!* conditions both for 
yourselfe and the reat of the c^afle with you^ |f yoi| rsA|«a,no^ thia my ibft 8un^« 
mon^ then eyther you or they can ezpept bfreafteri if yoi^ doe rel^ It, and thereby 
cause mee to desire the pariiam e nt that the whoiill cfafurge of this seige m*T> 'or the 
saving of this poor exhausted countrey from ruyne, be mantayned out of your and 
their estatea, which will oertenly be prosecuted by him who rather desires to .bee 
unto you, as heretofore, 

ff Your ould friend and ferrsnt, 

^'Tbo! Hrrfoir. 

«< Denbigh Town, 17th April, 1Q46. 

** T expect yont answer by 9 of the docks too-monow morning.^' 

The made of hypoorisy was worn with very little eanMisteney, 
when men who were in arms against their soTcreign could still 
profess to act by his authority, and in his name, i^id assert, that the 
reduction of Penbigh Castle was nepessary for perfecting the Pro- 
testant IkformatioQ 1 

To this threatening order our gallant loyalist makes the following 
reply, exhibiting the most disinterested and conscientious determina- 
tion to await the pleasure of bis sovereign, and boldly retorting 
the charge of shedding Christian blood, and ruining the oountry by 
this civil war, upon the party with whom his antagonist actefl, accus- 
ing them pretty' plainly, of disloyalty and perfidy, and appealing 
to God for succour in the maintenance of a just cause. 

Colonel 8aleaburf/*e Jnewer, 
"In nomimb Jxau, 

•' 18th Aprilis, 1646, 

'^ I am sorry to see the mine of my in'ocent native countrey, for M«re loyaUty to 

there king, pnd sensible of the eAision of Christian blood, but upon whoae account 

that iriiich is* or shall be spilt fai your sttsmpt to ftnoe thia castle fr^mi mee, bein^ 
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our Uiig't own Iioiifl»— «itriiMMl to mM^ uosooght, both bj hit Hijestiers coin« 
mSiskm and Tcrbtl oom'and, I will Imto it to the Bigfaert Jndge ; ■' ■ o nd, in 
uiflw«ce to your iommona, I will ny no mors then that, with God's aseiBtuioe, I 
doe reiolte to make good this place till I recsiTe oar king's oom'and and warrant of 
my disdiarge — ^to whome, under God, wee all are tyed by common allegiance i and 
Wheh I shall bave need of re]ief> I shall nndoabtedly expect it from my merdftil 
God, who knows the justness of my canset and soe rest 

^' YoBT onld fHend and servant^ 

"WllLIAM BALSSBUnT." 

Some idea of the number and force of the beai^rs, hnd the diffi- 
tetlitiea which they had t6 ekicounter» ifiiay be formed from the de- 
H^^atchea of Cajpt. Richard Price, Thomaa Maaon, and Col. George 
IViBtieton, where they say, ** Oar foircea are so many, that all the 
countries under our command will hardly afford us provisions. We 
are put to use our utmost skill to get maintenance this way> then 
you may judge how hard it is with us for want of pay, without 
which otUr souldiers will not continue patiently to go on in their hard 
tod difficult duty, that hidierto they have tmdergone — ^harder, we may 
WJUiy say, hath not been in any place since these warn ; and, besides, 
many of our souldiers are auxiliaries from Lancaahire, who are most 
unreasonable men, if fliey are disappointed in their pay." 

Again, '* Denbigh we laid seidge to» as soone as we tooke Ruthin, 
whidi now is six Weeks since. Its governor is a terie wilfull man. 
He hath very nigh five hundred fighting men in it. It hath, in its 
situation, aU the advantages for strength that any castle can have. 
There are manie gentrie in it, and some riches ; but it would be 
well that, as they are notoriouslie refractorie, so they may be made 
notoriouslie exemplary, by the justice of the parliament upon them 
and their estates, according to their demerita. The countries have 
improved their interests, and manie other ways have bin used, but all 
are ineffectual. Their hearts are as hard as the very foundation of 
the castle itself, being an unpierceable rock. There are mounts raU^ 
ed round about it, and approaches /or battering a tower called the 
Ooblin*e Tower, hoping thereby to deprive them of the benefit of a 
well in that tower,'' See page 92. "Sir, your perceive we neither 
have bin, or are idle. We hope the Lord will continue to bless our 
endeavours, for which we begge your prayers." 

There is no doubt that the besiegers were exceedingly burthensome 
upon the suburban town and the surrounding country, and aa but 
few loyalists were left without the Walls, we need not wonder that 
forty^seven persons could be found to sign the following memorial, 
presefloted to the governor and other authorities of the Castle, by the 
liand of Simon 'nkelwall, Esq. This paper bears the rather ludicroua 
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eDdorsment — *' The Bnmkin Petition/' bat is coached in the atrong- 
est and most anmistakable terms :— 

" GeDtlemeD. — ^We, on beehalfe of ootmItm and oar poor and wasted eomainj, 
are enjoined (by as many of ttie inhabitants tibereof as are met here this day) to 
present unto jon oar deplorable condition, having sndi strong oonfldenoe in yoor 
pablicke aifec'on towards as, that we cannot belieye yon delight in oar roine. It is 
a common and troe faying that the preserration of tiie people is the sapreame law, 
and as yon aUways asslrdid (asserted ?)'yOQr engadgements to be in order to that 
law, yon cannot lay bat yoar ooontny's complyanoe with yoa hath bin very firee, 
and thdr trast In yoo very greate. 

*' If by detayning this castle from the pafHsmsntfs possesrinn, yoaengadge the 
fbroes that are against yoa to lye apon ns, and expose so moch of our sabstanoe as 
was committed to yoar custody, to be made a prise and ajNisy Ibr the sooldiers, 
you recede from those prindplss that sapreame rale points at, and from the piao- 
tise of other gentlemen (engadged with yoa in this unhappy difference) entrusted 
with places of great oomandei and of whoae valour and resolution to promote that 
service they have given example testymonys. TheirresdineH to deny themselves, 
end pie se iye their country, by a timdy submimion and surrsnder of thoee gsrri- 
sons that were in their possession, when it pleased Qod to withdraw from them all 
visible means of rdeife, must needs embalme their memory to posterity; the ituits 
of whose wisdom in that acts the oountreys of South Wslss, Devonshirs, and Corn- 
wall haye seasonably received; and it is the esmest sKpectation of our dear native 
countrey that you will no longer occasion the continuaneeof thess heavy and insup- 
portsble preesures upon us, and, in thankfulnees of your tenderness of us, wee shall 
humbly lupplicate the honourable houees of pariiament to receive your submission 
upon such moderate tearmes as shall be oonriatent with your abilities to uadeigoe. 

" If yoor countrey's present sufferings, and approaching mine, be not by you 
prevented, having now in your hands meenes to redreeee them, you will give unto 
many thousand innocent and helplesse people cause to have you in bitter remem- 
brance as long as your nsme, or intereet in this country, shall remayne amongst us. 
Excuse our playneness with you, w'ch proceeds from the weight 'and smart of our 
grievances ; and talce our desires into your deep and serious consideration. 

"In assursnce whereof, we rest, 

" Gentlemen, Tour humble Servants." 
IForfy'Stvtn s^ns/Mret.] 
"The effects of this I hsrtyly wish it may take ; for avoydfaigspilUng of ChristisB 
blood, and the royne of many poor, and rich, by continuance of a sesge fiir reduoa- 
ment of that Castle. Stmon Thblwaix.^' 

The loyal, disinterested, and patriotic Saluabury eyidently felt him- 
self aggrieyed by sach insinoationa and reflectioni» and hence the 
somewhat sarcastic tone of hia reply : — 

Colonel 8alusbury*M answer, 

"In NoifiMB Jasu. 

" Cosin ThelwaU,— and the reet of the subscribers to the letter sent to this 

castle the 8th of this instsnt Msy. — How I became intereeted in this place and 

command is very well knowne to the most of you; and with what moderation I 

have since managed it doth derely appeare by the exhausting of my own estate fiv 
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the tnpply of this costle, (but what hatii bin plundered from mee by tiie parlia- 
ment forces) to avojde any pressure apon the ooimtry, who cannot in jnstioe oom- 
playne, if the practice of other garrisons be impartially looked upon ; and if, by the 
adTBnce of this force, your condition be rendered so deplorable as you mention, I 
am confident I shall stand acquitted before God, and every good man, seeing all 
I do is in mayntenance of my allegiance and in pursuance of the trust reposed in 
mee by Mt Kiko, (whom you doe not voudisafe to take notice of) which in my 
understanding I cannot bee absolved from by that principle of law you soe much 
Insist on, since the attayning of any end (tho' never soe specious) cannot be war- 
ranted by indirect means ; neyther can I disoeme how the countrey can be pro- 
served, or your diarge lessened by the surrender of this castle; since others of noe 
Issse strength and consequence are continued in our king's obedience md com- 
mand, will probably engage the same force, which will be mentayned by the same 
means ; and since the scope of your desires proceed from your private interests, give 
me leave to take equal care of my loyallty and reputation ; all which may be pro- 
served by your mediation with ttie parliament, or commander in chiefe, that this 
force, now before this castle, may bee withdrawn frt>m this countrey \ I shall then 
undertake that this castle shall be no further charge to you. And, to conclude with 
your bitter pill, I will not deny, but as the most savoury meate tastes bitter to a 
distempered paDaie, so my faythfulness to his Mijestie's service may seeme bitter to 
those that are reddy to fUl from theur allegiance, which if yon and others had not 
done, tills countrey, and other parts of the kingdome, had not bin in this misserable 
condition they now are in ; neyther had there bin any oocasion of this Idnd of iuter- 

oonrse between you and your kindsman, 

" And the king's loyall subject, 

"William SALsasuRT. 
" Denbigh Castle, this ICtii Maii, 1646/' 

It is a curious fact to reflect upon, that King Charles's whole 
empire was now limited to Denbigh Castle and its precincts — the 
ancient Town — a territory of a mile and aquorter in circumference, so 
touchingly described in the following beautiful lines, sent to GoYcmor 
Salusbury at the time, and which wc copy from Archdeacon New- 
come's work: — 

"That TMt dominion, t' which were once Msigncd 

Noe boandb, but Neptune's wfttea, is now confined 

Within thy walls — brsTe fortresse 1 which most bee 

Well styled the Palace of Dame LoyaUtie. 

And whilst wee in thy armes are thus eom|irised, 

Charles has a kingdome stin,— epitomised— 

A scantling empire, — which our pions hope 

Divinfs shall yet ei^oy that apadoos scope 

It lately shined in|— tho* InforcM awhile 

To soffer thraldome in this narrow isle, 

Sorronnded closely with a narrow sea 

Of blade Rebellion t which may cbbc away 

Like th* anivenall Deluge t — some blest dore 

If ay bring us joyfull tidings from above. 

*T were sinne to doubt it; — was it crcr knowno 

That an edipse long rul'd the hortson ? 

*T were madnesse sure, when Phccbo's in the wainc 

To say shoe nercr would increase againc. 

2 F 
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If Map lionld onft, hrvrt DenUgh, that Jut fuM, 
ThMt after-UmM may hirtoriaa thy nune i 
When thb thy glorioiu Epithet ahall b«e— 
DENBIGH, that wr«d ENGLAND'S MONARCHIBI" 

It Uj perhapfl, to be regretted that we hare so little account of the 
various encounters that took place between the garrison and the be- 
siegers during this period. On the way to Whitchurch is a place 
still called Ctq^imn Bridge^ where tradition tells us a great battle was 
foughty and where a captain belonging to the castle fell. The 
Yen. Archdeacon Newcome quotes an interesting account of this, 
loyalist's death and burial^ from some MSS. belonging to the 
Wynnes of Llwyn, who branched from the ancient and honourable 
stock of the Wynnes of Gwydir. The warrior alluded to was a 
grandson of Catherine of Berain^ and captain of a regiment of foot in 
the service of King Charles, in Denbigh Castle. He was wounded in 
a sally made by the garrison against the besiegers under General Sir 
John Carter, and, in three days afterwards, died of his wounds, and 
was interred, with military honours, at Llanrhaiadr. His remains 
were conducted by his men and fellow-officers as far as Tstrad Bridge, 
where he was honoured with three ToUeys, and from thence a party 
of the rebels bore him to his final resting place, in the same manner. 
His tomb still stands in the east end of Llanrhaiadr churchyard. 

The attempt to storm the citadel was now carried on with yigour. 
Hie clashing of swords, the clangour of trumpets, and the report of 
musketry became silenced by the thunder of artillery. Tet there 
were but few points from which the place could be attacked, or 
where any effbctive field-works could be thrown up, owing to the 
accllTOua nature of the ground. ** The castle is situated on the summit 
of the CalediYryn, an isolated limestone rock, rising abruptly to the 
height of four hundred and sixty feet from the western boundary of 
the Yale of Clwyd, and incloses an area of considerable extent : the 
principal entrance is on the north, under a lofty and magnificent 
arch, which is nearly entire, and flanked by two large towers, &c. 
The citadel is surrounded with walls, a mile and a quarter in cir- 
cumference, which enclose the whole of the ancient town 9 the princi- 
pal entrance is on the north-west, and is defended by two majestio 
towers, which are nearly entire ; from these the walls extend round 
the brow of the hill ; on the most eleyated and precipitous parts of 
which numerous lofty towers have been erected, forming altogether one 
of the strongest bulwarks in the kingdom." On its eastern side, it 
was impregnable, and almost inaccessible, except the great Goblin 
Tower, the mound for battering which is still strikingly traceable. 
Sut here little was done, tlie walls being of immense thickness, and 
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Hie maBODry^ owing to the peculiar tenacity of the cement used in its' 
constmction, more solid than the yery rock against which it is hailt^ 
while the assault had to he carried on under murderous showers of' 
musket halls poured down from the ballium ahoye. Its present entke 
condition shows how little was the impression made upon it, although- 
some say that the besiegers succeeded, by undermining, in draining 
the great well inside this tOwer, which is now quite dry ; but that is 
probably owing to the accumulation of rubbish. It is true that the- 
walls on the north side were not so high, but here again they were- 
defended by strong towers, whilst the fM of the fore-ground, and 
the suburban buildings, almost precluded the possibility of erecting * 
any batteries at this point. We haye often heard it asserted that the - 
enemy planted their artillery on the opposite hill, to the north ; but 
from that distance it would require guns of much greater calibre than 
were then in use to make any decided impression. Cannon-balls • 
have frequently been dug up about the Castle, but they are mostly 
eight-pounders, and none, we belieye, exceed 321bs« The western 
side was still more inaccessible. Indeed, there was no point from" 
whence the walls could be enfiladed, or whence a ball could strike 
them, but at a yery considerable amgU. The south side was 
the most exposed, and there the besiegers seem to haye giyen the - 
walls something like '*a dressing ;" but here they were open to the 
fiercest fire of the garrison, (See page 162,) and were unable to take* 
it by assault. There is a yery high mound on this side, within a few 
yards of the walls, forming a deep fosse between it and the Castle. 
We leaye the reader to decide at what period it was thrown up. 

It was now towards the end of June when Gen. Mytton renewed 
his summons, hoping the garrison, which had already held out so 
long, would, when they heard that Caemaryon and Beaumaris casdes ' 
had fallen, surrender Denbigh in despair. 

Genertd My Hon* $ siecand SummMU. 

Lleweiiy, 24tfaJiiiie, 1646^ 
*' Sir,-^I pemiade myidf 70a cannot be ignorant bow the affaihs in tins Ungdome 
fltand at this time in generaU* and in particular of NoHh Walee ; tliat tbe towne 
and Castle of Carnarron i» ranendered for the use of the parliament, as lilcewise 
the Castle of Beaumarish, and the whole island of Angliaej, submitted thereontoi 
soe that yonr honlding the Castle of Denbigh from its due obedience (having no 
hope of reliefe) can prodaoe noe other probable effect than the mine of jonr conn- 
try, which heretofore you have beene aooonnted so good a patriot that yon have 
been very tender of. For the prevention whereof, and the shedding of Christian 
blood, wishing yon not to forget yoorself and estate, which I do assure yon, if 
yon persist but a few days more^ in the way you are in, wiU be put to the utter- 
Ukoft hasard. I doe hersby summon you once more to deliver into my hands the 

2f2 
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Castle of Denbigh, for tbe uae of the king and paiiiament. And that joa may 
aerioualy connder of it, I do allow you time till Saturday noone, to retame — and 
then expect jour answere. Your Serrant, 

"Tho. Mytton." 

Nothing can be more admirable than the Goyemoi^s reply. 

"Jn answer to MyttofCt teeond wmmoni. 

"Ik nomini Jnsu. 
" Sir, — In answere to your letter of the 24th June laat, it cannot bee (though toe 
doaely besieged) that I ihonld bee altogether ignorant of the affayen of this king- 
dom in general, much more in the particulars ; contrary to what you suppose. 
What the Castle and town of Camarron, the Castle of Beaumariah, with the whole 
Island of Anglisea have done, doth noething concern me; tliat must lye upon there 
accompt who were therein entrusted by our king : now, for the houlding of this 
castle, I doe hold it, in its proper and due obedience to our king ; and when I 
have use of reliefs, (as I formerly wrote) I am confident my good God will assuredly 
send it moo, who hitherto hath morcifuUy protected mo. As for the ruino of this 
innocent country, I am heartily sorry that soe noble a gentleman, soe generaUy 
beeloved as youreselfe, of soe antient, and soe worthey a stocke, should bee 
made the prime actor therein, contrary to the lawes of God, and tlie fundamental! 
lawes of ^his kingdom; but for further prevention of the losse of innocent Christian 
bloody of which I am yery sensible* doe you withdraw your forces firom before this 
castle and country; I shall giye you good assurance, that this garrison sliaU 
neyther bee hurtftil, nor burthensome to the country — desiring your consent, that 
I may send two gentlemen to our king, whoe entrusted mee, to bee assured of 
Ids pleasure ; till then, with God's leave, I sliall cheroftiUy runne the eztreamest 
hasards of war, as shall please God. Lastly, for your summons — when I see the 
authority you have from our king, and his parliament, commanding mee to deliver 
this place to your hands, I shall, with God's helpe, retnme you a speedy, honest, 

and playne answere. Till then, 

" Your well-wishing servant, 

"William Salesbukt. 
"What mine shaU befalle this oountrey, I refer it to the Supreme Judge, from 
whome noe secrets are hid ; soe I rest, and soe I am. There is a God that judgoth 
the earth." 

The months of July and August had nearly passed over without 
any prospect of the besiegers being able to reduce the place^ except 
by starring the garrison, or by prevailing upon them to come 
to a voluntary surrender, on honourable terms, by convincing them 
that their valour and constancy could be of no further service to their 
royal master, or by over-awing them with threats of engaging against 
them all the reinforcements that the universally triumphant parlia^ 
ment could command. Such seems to have been general Mytton's 
impression when he penned the following despatch :— 

" To the Governor of Denbigh, 
'* Sir,— I can doe no less than give you a true sight of the condition of the King- 
dome in generall, and what North Wales is like to come to, in particular ; to which 
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Mid I have sent yoa both the printed, and my private intelligenoe, which, yon 

may be asenred, are both teally trne and intended. I hope yon will not make your 

coontrey ao miserable, in persisting any longer in honlding ont this castle, which, 

I have divers times written nnto yon, can prodnoe noe other probable effect I most 

desire your speedy aBswere^ whether yon will treat with me for the deUvery of 

it» or noe ; my mesMnger being ready to go to the parliament in answer to what is 

desired in the letter. Yonr servant, 

•* Tho. Mtttok. 
<* Denbigh, Ang. SOth, 1646. 

" I desire your particolsr answere to-morrow morning, between 8 and 9 of the 
dooke." 

Col. Saliubury had, two montlis before, requested the besiegers'' 
permissioii to send messengers to the king, to know his will respect- 
ing the keeping or surrendering of the fortress, but had not been 
favoured with any answer, lie now repeats the request. 

** To Generall Mytton, this Present. 
" In momink Jbbu." 
" Sir, — I shall ever acknowledge yonr curtesies, tho' unable to requite. For the* 
condition of our king and his kingdomes, if Qod has soe diqioeed, blessed bee hif 
name, and welcome be his will. In my answere to your second summons I desired 
your consent to send a gentleman or two to our king, to knowe his pleesurei, but 
I received noe answere from you therein as yoat } the same desire I doe now t eeoiu^ 
being confident I shall speed as others, who had the like granted from you ; expect- 
ing your answere, I rest you servant, 

'* William Salsbburt. 

*' Sir,— I doe retume per this Drums, Shr John IVevour's letter and the Dlur- 
ns]]«" (Jownal.) 

Gen. Mytton denies him the desired favour, and excuses himself oa 
the ground that his commands from parliament were not to allow it. 

**For the Oovemor of Denbigh Cattle. 

" Sir, — I roceaved yours by your Drame, wherein you desire to send to the king ;. 

I doe assure you, above three months since, I received command from the parliament 

not to sufifer any, upon any pretence whatever, to go unto the king, which I have 

exactly performed. The same that you desire was likewise proposed unto Sir 

Thomas Ffayrfax, by severall garrisons of Oxford, Worcester, Wallingford, Pen- 

dennis, Ragland, and divers others, unto whom it was denied, and is not in my 

power to grant you. Wherefore, in regard I am to retume an account of the oon- 

dition of North Wales with all speede to the parliament, I desire your positive- 

answere by 3 this afternoon. 

«« Your servant, 

"Tho. Mrnoaf. 
"Denbigh, August 3l8t, 1646." 

The goTemor still adheres to his determination of sending a mes- 
senger to the king, by some means or other, and assures Gen. Mytton 
that the employment of more forces against him would but add to his 
honour, which was the only thing he had now left to care for. 



232 ANCIENT AND MODERN DENBIGH. 

" In VOUIHE Jk8u/* 

" Sir, — ^The ooming of mora forces to boiege this place will noe way more mj 
resolution, who preferre noe ende to the acquitting of myself like an honest man in 
that trust which my king hath committed to mee« which I am fully satisfied oaa 
never he done before my king reoeave an acoompt of my proceedings^ and without 
that (to deale freely with you) I haye such an engagement upon mee, that I will 
not entertayne any overture of this nature — and since I must beeUere that your 
hands are tyed up, yeat I am so much concerned in this business, that I must 
apply myself to other means, in that particular, for my satisfoction, which will take 
up some time; and if I must quit the place, I oonlbsse, I had rather yon had the 
honour of it, than any other person in England, of your party; tho' ^ve me 
leave to tell you, that the addition of a new focos!, bee the consequence what it 
will, will but add to my honour, which is all I have now left to care for. 

" I remayne your servant, 

"Ult August!, 1646/' William Bausburt." 

It would seem evident that the braye and faithful Saluabury 
was yet in *' happy ignorance" of the fact that ''England's mon- 
archie" had ahready fallen, nerer to rise again in the person of the 
unfortunate Charles I., and that his royal master had» nearly three 
months before, ordered every fortress garrisoned for him, in Wales 
and England, to surrender to the rebel parliament, as the last act of 
regal^authority tliat seemed to afford the faintest shadow of a recond- 
lation. What had passed between the king and himself, while 
Charles was at Denbigh Castle, we cannot precisely tell, but we read 
that " he spoke so plainly to his Majesty, for two hours in private, 
that the good king said, ''Never did a prince hear so much truth at 
once." The presumption is, that, although he told the unhappy 
monarch honestly of the desperate aspect of the royal cause, and« 
perhaps, of the injudicious policy that had brought about such a 
crisis, he made a solemn vow, never to betray the trust reposed in 
him, or to deliver up this castle but in obedience to the king him- 
self, and this engagement, as a man of honour and integrity, ho 
was determined to keep, or die. How he contrived to send a mes- 
senger to the king we know not, and it is very remarkable tha^ 
although pressed to such extremities, he did not petition the king for 
his discharge, but merely communicated to him the condition in which 
he was placed, the deplorable state of the country, and the diseases 
that had hroken out among Uie garrison. This letter is not dated, 
but must have been written about the beginning of September. 

Governor Salesbuy'M Letter to the King* 

" In nomine Jesu. 

" May it please your Majesty, — " 1 have presumed to make my humble address 
to you by this gentleman, Mr. EubuU Thelwall, to let your Migesty understand 
that this castle hath now for severall months byne closely besieged ; what matltft 
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of •ctum hath in that time bappen'd, T Iramblj refer your Mijesty to liis relation, 
wberein I do beaeeeh yonr Majeaty to give bim credditi praying for your Miyeaty's 
bealth and bappineas. I remayne 

"Tour Majeatle'a loyaU aubject, 

"William SALvaBURT.'' 

HiB distressed Majesty makes the following gracioos reply, ennc- 
ing the strongest sense of gratitude for the faithful, though unatail* 
ing senrioes of the gallant colonel. 

TAe Kinifs Jnswere. 

"NewcaaOe, the 13tfa of September. 
"Coronell Saleabnry,— I bartdy thank yon for yonr loyaU oonatande, and aa- 
aore yon, that wbenaoerer it aliall please God to enable mo to abow my thankfnllneaa 
to my ftienda* I will partionlarly remember jtou. Aa for your anawer, I refor yon 
to theaae meawngera, to whom I have clearly declared my mfaide ; commend mo 
to an my ftienda. So I reat, Toor moat aaaored friend, 

•' CHARLES R." 
We are left to conjecture what the king told Thdwall, in confidence. 

This was accompanied by a discharge, dated the following day. 

I%e Boyal Warrant ofBUtkarge. 

2b our bmri^ tmd vM-^Montd CbloM/ WUUam ScUtikmrjf^ Oovimar rf iM 
CkHh ^DetMpk, in WmUt, 
^ CHARLES R. 

"'Whereas, Wee hsYO reaolved to oomply with the deairea of onr parliament in 
ervry thing which may bee for the good of onr anbjeotB, and leanre no meana nnaa- 
layed for removing all difference betwixt na — ^therefore wee have thonght fitt, the 
more to evidence the reality of onr intentiona of aettUng a happy and firm peace, to 
aatfaorise yon, npon hononrabla conditiona, to qnit^ and anrrender tlie Caatle of 
Denbigh, entmated to yon by na, and to diaband all the forces nnder yonr com- 
mand ; for which yonr aoe doeing, this ahaU bee yoor warrant. Given at Newcaa- 
a», the 14th of Sept, 1646.'' 

Although their com and other provisions were not yet exhausted, 
when the garrison surrendered, it would appear that the besieged had 
undergone very great sufierings, and that *' divers diseases*' had bro- 
ken out among them. As the citadel stood on a most salubrious hill, 
we feel some curiosity to inquire into the cause of such diseases. In 
the first place, we find that the siege was carried on during one of 
the hottest summers on record. The usually copious spring of water 
must then have been very inadequate to supply so great a number of 
human beings, as well as animals, with the absolute demand of nature, 
to say nothing of the requirements of comfort and health. Then the 
rocky nature of the ground scarcely afforded any facility for the pro- 
per burial of the dead, except within the inner ward of the Castle. 
Human skeletons have been, at different times, exhumed in and about 
the fortress, and many bodies discovered buried under the aisles of 
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St. Hilary's Church. We need not tay how difficult it would be to 
suppress pestilential nuisances, where so great a number of men and 
animals were congregated and huddled together, for months and 
months, or what distempers might arise from the want of wholesome 
fresh provisions, medicinal antidotes and restoratives. 

Considerable time seems to have been spent in conference, between 
the commissioners appointed by Col. Salusbury and Gen. Mytton, to 
negociate the capitulation, and the fortress was not delivered up until 
the 26th of October, 1646, when the garrison marched out with 
drums beating, colours flying, &c., as if they were the victors, as 
will appear from the subjoined agreement. 

Capitulation of Denbigh Castle. 

''Articles of agreem* concluded and agreed npon, vppon the 
fourteenth day of Octob., 1646, by and betweene Luitenant CoU. 
Mason, Lt. Coll. Twisleton, Simon Thellwall, Esq. ; Roger Hanmer, 
Esq. ; Thomas Edwards, Esq. ; Cap^* Robert Farrar, and Nathaniell 
Barnett, Clerke, oommissionn, appoynted by Generall Mitton on y« 
onei^'tie; L. Coll. Griffith, Coll. Wynne, L. Major Manley, Major 
Reynalds, John Eaton, Esq. ; John Thellwall, Esq. ; Henricke Eaton, 
Esq. ; com** appoynted by Coll. William Salusbury, gou'nor of the 
Town and Castle of Denbigh, on th'other party ; for, touchinge, and 
Gonceminge y* surrender of the b^ towne and castle, as ffoiloweth : — 

"1, That the town and cattle of Denbighe, wth att y« ordinanoe, anne«, 
-amnnito. and|i'Tuion8 of war, wth all magaxinee and stoores theramto bdongingei 
■as allfloe all goodes, money, plate, and honnehowld -stnffe, of wt kind aoener, belong- 
•inge to any i^'aon or /v'aona wbataoeuor, except gucb as bee allowed in the entainge 
■articles, shaU be delinered to Generall Mitton, or whom he shaU appoynt, wuiout 
any willfiill spoyle or embezelmt* rpon the 27 day of this instant Octob., for ye 
aeraioe of ye p'Wmt, 

*'2, That Coll. Wmiam Salnsbnry, goncmr of y* towne and castle of ]>enbigfa, 
wth his senrants, and all that to him belongs, and all officers and souldiers of horso 
and foote, as well reformed officers and Tolunteere souldiers as others, and all other 
officers with theire seraants, and all yt appaynes to them, shaU mardi out of y« 
towne and castle of Denbigh^ wth theire horses, and armes proportionable to theire 
p^sent or past com'ands, flyingo colours, drums beatinge, matches light at both 
ends, bullet in the mouth ; eu^y souldier to have 12 chardges of powder, match and 
bullet /y'portionable, wth bag and bagage p'yerlj to them belongingo ; and all jv'sons 
of quality, dergjrmen, and gentlemen, wth theire seruants, horses, and armea, in 
like manner wth bag and bagage^ and all goodes to them i^'perly belonginge to any 
place wi^n x millos, such as the goumor shall make dM>yce of; where!, in regard ye 
kmg hath noe armie in the fieldo, or garrison ynbosoidged, to march to ; the oom'on 
souldiers shall bye downo theire armes (theire swordes excepted) ; w^h armes, soe 
•layod downe, shall bo deliucrod ip to such as Qencrall Mitton shall appoynt to ro- 
•ceaue them. 

" 3, That all officers and souldiers, as woU reformed as others, and all other 
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y «m8 aforesaid, who shaU deiire to goe to tiieira homaa or firinda, aball hata ya 
Oanarall'a pane and /r'textion for tha peaceabla repaira to, and aboada at je aaiierall 
plaoM'thej ahall aoa deaira to goa into ; and aacli of tbem, as shall desire it, shaU 
limTe free 9'ter allowed them in theire march from Denbigh to thoae aeoe'all places^ 
tbej marehinga 6 milles a day, and stayinge hat one night in a place; the oflioers^ 
as wall reformed as others, w^ eqoipaga of horaea, and complaat armea,.answerahla 
to thaire p>aent or past commands j j* jr'aons of qualities dsrgymen, and gentlemen^ 
w^ theire semsnts, horses, and armesi and oom'on troopers w^h theirs hoisea and 
swordes; and all to passe^ w^ hag and bagaga> as aforesdi and yt it shall he noa 
p^ndoe to any of theire ifrinds for receaninge or intertaynmt of any of them 1 and 
y^ all oflloers and aooldisrs, who shall desire to take intertaynm^ of any fotaigne 
kingdome or estate, shall hane free f 'ter allowed ihem for 40 dayes, from theipa 
mardi out of Denbighe^ they mardiinge 6 milea a day, and stayinge but one night 
in a place, aa aforea^lf and shall have paasea for oAcers and theire aeroanta, w^h 
theire horaea and armes, to goe and treate w^ any foreigne ambassador or agent» 
for intertaynmti and all of them to hane paasea to march, the officers w^ thehro 
eompleate armes, and horses /r'portionable to theire p^aent or past commands 1 and 
the oom'on sOnldiers w^k theire swordes only, and all w^ bag and bagage, to any 
connenient port of this kingdom, to ba transported 1 and the gonlir of audi port or 
ganiaon, or gonemv next a4ioyninge, ahall take care for theire aafeCy, dnringe tfaeira 
aboada thera» and Tntill diipfdnge be jr'fided and weather saaaooabla, they payings 
for theba f'tera after tha a^ forty dayes ezpfaei and shaU aasist them for p'cnringa 
^aweUs for theire transportanoe, at tha Tsnall ratea aoonstomed for frcighti and noa 
oathea or engagemts whatsoner, dnringe theire sd staye, or at theire tnnsportatkNif 
ba imposed vppon them, savinge an engagem' by jr'misa not to doe any thinga 
prjudioiQl to the parliamt* 

" 4, That the gonmor and cAcars, and all others wtbn tha a^ garrison, shall ba 
allowed and assisted iuyeoringe a sufficient nnmber of cartes, teams^ and other 
naoaasariea, for tha caninga away of tlie goodea allowed them by these articles, 
at any tyma w<kin 4 dayes, besides Sonday, before tha aorrender of the garriaoii« 
and for the space of 2 monthes after, to theire seneraU honsss; /r'fided it ba to any 
place wtkin the generall f'tera. 

"5, That noe gentlemen, deiKymeD, officers, or souldieri, nor any other ji'aon 
or ji'sons whataonert comprised w*^in thia capitolatkm, shall be reproached, or hana 
any disgracafnll spesdiss or affirontaa offered to them, or be stopped, plnndcrsd, or 
fajared in theire march, lendovoos, f'ters^ joomayes, or plaoea of ahoadai if any» 
each thing shall befoU, satisfoc. to be given at tha jndgmt of 2 or more of y* oomn» 
tliey bebge eqnall in nnmber of eadi partial nor shdl the p'sons aforeiA nor any 
of thembeentiaedorcompdled totakevp armea ag«* tlie kinga^ nor be imprisoned^ 
restrayned, sued, or impleaded, nor moleated, for any matter or cansa wtsoen'i before 
the sarrendringe of this garrison, beitpnbliqneor priaataintereat» dnringe the space 
of 6 monthea, after tlie snrrendringe hereof, they doings nothings prjndicaU to tha 
pailiamt* And if any officer, aonldiar, or jr'aon wtaoaner, ba sick or wovndsd, aoa 
that they cannot at jr'sant enjoy the bene&tt of thaaa artidas^ yt aneh shall haaa 
Ubartia to stay at Denbigh mtill they be reconered, and itt aooomodato. and aob- 
dstsnoa shall be p'fided for them dnringe theire atay ; and then to eqjoy the bene- 
itt of these artides. 

''6, That tha dergymen now in the ganiaon^ who ahall no^ ippon eompoaitiiNi, 
or otherwisa, ba restorsd to tha dinroh ttringesi shall hane liberfy and psass s, ta 

2o 
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fOe to |joiidoii» to obtoyno sons fltttnge •Uoitmios for tlie Um^ljliood of Uu m t l fn 

"7, That ihew lurttdet tbill eKtend to tlie no and beneAttof itnmgert, of n| 
IMcne kingdom or steto, ngidiof w^bin tfali sairiioii. togethflr w^ th^ira wfaM^ 
ohildrwi. fomantiy honen, wrum, and bag bagage^ aa la aUowad In tiia pnoad- 
lagaartidaa. 

''8» That tha aldarnMi^ bftyli4ia«, biM rg aa iM^ and all qUiar p'tona yt ara p'p>ly 
VMiiib«a of tba Qorporatioa of P«nbighe« ahall oontimna and aijoya thaJw awiKiwil 
sooanim^ diarCfln. onatomaa. ffiranfMioa libflrHna limdaa coodea. ^Ata mmj all 
^lUoga da w<k bdonga mto Uiam aa a oorporaUon, snbordinato to the im'adiato 
awtKqritia of piriiamt| and ahaU not ba moleatad, or qnaatlonad, by ooloor of any« 
tbfaiff dona or ocdarad br iJkain in tiia oaoacilia of ft oorDOvaluin. baftm <!>• ■nrwinil i 
liliga of thia ganiaon^ rdatlnge to the diifarflnoaa batwaana hia MaM* and tlM 
parliam^ And that np ofllcflr or member of the ad oorpor a tkm, or otbar H^f^i^flil 
9f y town of Denbi^ie^ qr libertiaa thereof, ibaU be tronbled or qneationed for 
tpkingo vp annaa^ dniipge the tyme it waa a ganiaoi^ for the dafonoa thereof. 

'* 9, That all tiia a4 pflriona» who hare tlieira dweUinge honaea and fomiUaa wt^ 
tiio ganiaon» ahall continue in theire houaea and dwaUinga; and eiqoy theire honao* 
bold atnffq^ aUtiielreowne piiaato atora to thamyply balongmgeb and all othe^ thaiit 
goodea and ^ riaiona w^oauor (eioept armea and amnnito. aa ezoepted) or femow 
ifth thaira ad goodea andyriaiona ont of tho gairiaon* at theire choyce and dectioot 
pKOridad yt thia ejctend, not to any who bane houaea and fomihea wtidn y« Inward 
wiffdy bi|t that they camono thaira Im bltot tona wtbin 14 dayea after anrrendringa ol 
4hi 9^ quUoi Md h««a libertie to oairy all tiialfo goodea and yrialona^ to thm 
^^l^qply balongbgc^ nlpnge w^ them, they dqoinge npthhtge hereafter prjndieaU to 
ye parliamt* i 

*^10i That y«townaiqeii, and thereat of the bhabitanta of the towne^ abaUba 
Obaiged w^ no« freq ^ter forther than the raat of the ooontrey, and then hot |n • 
' prqpo r tlonabla way; and yt tbo diatribntion of f'tera ahaU be wth the adriae of the 
lnyUffiMk 

*' 11, That all thoi» p'aona oomprind wd^n theae artldea, who are reaolned to 
goe beyond the aeaa, ahall bane libertie to bane and dlipoae of theire goodea and 
noaeablea allowed by theae artide^ wthin the apace of 6 numtha after theavrrandr* 
taga of the garriaon* and to depart the bingdome, if they diaU thtoke iktti and that 
durlngo the a^ apace they ahall be free from all oathea> engagementa, and moleafea* 
tkm (except an eogagamt by promiae^ not to bear armea ag«t tho parilamti nor will* 
ihiw doe anTthinae DHodlcaU to thdre aflbirea. 

" 12« That npeyaon or ji^aona indnded wtbin theae artidei^ ahall be moleeted ot 
qinaationed for any one thinge aa or donn hi or ooooeminge thia war« or rdating to 
tbq Tnhappy differepoea betweene hU lifa^ and y* parilamt. 

" 13» Tliat Major GeneraU Mytton aUow the gonmor, for hia pnent anbai^tanQ^ 
i(l9 ipncb of hia owne fp, (property?) oome, grainy and p'viaion, aa he shall con* 
oeima ezpediant» now wtbin the caatle, by reason all hia aatato at piaent la saia^ 
vppon, and employed to the tae of y« State, 

'* 14, That if any of theae artidea diaU In any poynt, be brooken or TiQlated bj! 
wufp'mm orisons whataoea' wt^n the garrison, or comprised wtbin the capitolae. 
the fonlt and pvnidimt diaU be Tppon him, or them only who made the Tfolatton, 
qnd not Impntsd to, nor diardged rppon any other not assentmge theroYnto, or not 
•n actor hilt 
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*«15» TInl aU p'toiM oom|itind wtl4n tb^M artidM di«n TpiKm n^ k 

«ntUlfliKto TiidMr the hand of QenenU Mytton, thai null p'aons were in the 
gntieoii at the ^jme of the iomnder thereof and are to hane y heneAtt of tfaeae 



" 16, That the goomor end olhfln in Denbigh ceetile, efter einrrender thereot 
diill hftne the libcrtle to eom|»oiind for tfieire delinqnenojes* at inch ratee ee if thej 
k*A Mne in before the lint of December laet | and yt this libertie ihali extend to att 
but Mdi aa beinge ▼nder the lint and 2d efcoeptioi|» ere ezemptod from perdoni 
Tkk it toUd «y PmrlUmU, 

Tr]iditioDt %hich tnost alwayg supplj the fnoUe^ telLi qb that thd 
Blue Stoddng Hero "yr Hen JETotoiuw GleUum^" as soon as these 
'articles were sigiiedi mounted the great GoUin Tower, and haTing 
enqtdred if the OHyerians had any ftirther daim npon him« and 
being answered that the key of the Castle was theirs, he threw it 
down* making use of a rather eotirse Welsh expression, signifying^ 
" the world is yoar% make it yonr dnnghonse/' He afterwards re- 
tired to a fkrm of his own, called Bott^gyr^ in the parish of Llanfi-* 
hangel*Glyn-Hyfyr. The remainder of his life seems to haye b^en 
spent in obscurity, and comparatiTe indigefacy, haTibg forfeited his 
fsir fortune in msintaining the Cause of his king^ who was una^ 
ble to reward his eztrSordinsry merits or make him any indemnity 
for his losses* His royal master did ndt» howeyer, foiget his faith- 
fbl servant; a little before his martyrdomi the defiosed monarch 
presented him trith a most beautifully embroidet^ iarimson silk caj^t 
irhich he himself constsntly wore, as the only token of remembrance 
he had in his power to bestow. This Tslued relic is still in the 
jKis scs a i on of Sslusbury's descendant^ Lord Bagot. We haye indi- 
cated, elsewhere, that Sir Walter Bagot married the heiress of Bach- 
ymbyd. The present house was built by Charles Salusbury, in 1666. 
CoL Sslusbury, the loyalist, was not only a braye and chiyalrous 
knight, but a deyout and pious churchman of the '*01d School." 
He founded and endowed Rug Chapel, near Corwen, an antique edi- 
fice^ ornamented within with grotesque caryingSi and some good 
paintings,* 

In conclusion, we may remark that the eyacuation of Denbigh cita- 
del must haye presented one of the most interesting and moying 

* ''The Marqnia of Woroeeter/' aaye Hume^ " a man peat eightj-foor, wae the 
latt in Tgnglaiul who mbmitted to the antlioritj of llie Ferliament. He defended 
Raglaa Caetle to eadremityi and opened not itt gates tiU the middle of 
Avgoet.'' Hmu, admitling, " for (lie sake of argmnentt" that the old Welih 
Caetle of Raglan ia dtnated in England, it ia prored that Denbigh held ont two 
montha longer than any other fortrem in the kingdom, and that " SaPibrVr Bo—" 
turn QUMtm,** waa the last man, in oommand of a gaixison, that sheathed his 
eword, and tiiat, only, b submission to the antiiority of the crown, 
2o2 
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scenes that could well be pictured, or imagined. The yeteran war- 
riors that had garriaoned it, haying made their semi-triumphal exist 
with untamiahed arms, and the proud consiousness that ** every man 
that day had done his duty/' were followed by the Taat multitude of 
dvQians of erery age, grade, and sex that had found shelter behind 
their shield. For days and weeks, the streets and highways lead- 
ing in every direction from the ancient citadel, were traversed by de- 
parting pedestrians and equestrians, ''with bag and baggage," pack- 
horses, carts, waggons, and every description of vehicle and convey- 
ance, setting out for every part of Wales, England, Germany, and 
ether parts of the Continent. Nor can we pretend to describe the 
feelings called into emotion by the separation of men who had so long 
shared the captivity, sufferings, anxieties, dangers, misfortunes, 
doubts^ and fears of each other, and who were^ most probably never to 
meet again '' on this terrestrial stage." Reader 1 they are gone, and 
the ancient city is once more a desert, untrod, save by the cautioua 
foot of the Puritan sentinel ; and undisturbed, but by the devotions of 
the republican Roundhead,'^ supplicating Heaven to upset all ''state 
churches," dethrone all "kingly tyrants," and exterminate the race 
of hereditary legislatprs and " mitred priests." 

*Tlie rMder U, we pmame, well swaie thftt the GromweDitet were geDenlly 
dwignated Bot rndknid i, from the peeulUr maimer in which tbey cropped their 
paUa, and the odd deacriptlon of hat which thej wore: whilat the Loy^iata gene- 
fslly wore their hair hmg, and were oommonly called Oa9aUir9, becanae they wera 
sosU][ mounted on horses. 
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CHAFTEB XXVni. 



DBNBIGH UNDER CEOMWELI/S RULB. 



We hare seen that Denbigh was destined to be, not only tbe last 
seat of tbe last remnant of tbe ancient British dynasty, which be- 
came extinct in Prince Dayid ap Griffith, bnt^ which is no less re- 
markable, the last remnant of the English Empire, when that 
monarchy fell, for a season, with King Charles the Martyr. 

The Parliamentarian party having taken possession of the citadel, 
CoL George Twistleton, a Yorkshire gentleman, who had married an 
heiress of Wynne of Lleiar, in Caemaryonshire, was appointed 
goTemor. This Cromwellite defeated and captured the Welsh loyal- 
ist. Sir John Owen, who was concerned in the insurrection raised by 
the Dnke of Hamilton, the Eari of Holland, the Earl of Norwich, and 
the Lord CapeU, with a Tiew of rescuing the king from the hands of 
implacable enemies, the most prejudiced bigots, and the most Auious 
sealots, men who were ready to commit any atrocity "for the glory 
of God,'* and who, when, they had, at last, imbrued their hands in the 
blood of an innocent and yirtuous soTcreign, justified themselves on 
the plea that they were but mere instruments destined to execute the 
judgements of Heaven. It it the LonTt doinff, ssid they, and it it- 
marvelltnu in our eye*.* But, however deeply the murder of a law- 

* Home Herb«rt, and others, tell iu that CoL Herriion, the ion of a butcher^ 
WM the meet fttrioos entiuuiest in the anny. A freah instance of hypocrisy was 
disphiyed on the Tory day of llie king's death. General Vsirhx had need all hia 
faflnnnce to prevent the sentence passed npon the king from being carried into 
ezeontion, and had need his persnarion with his own regiment, If no other would 
fplDow tlie example, to endeavonr to rescne tiie sovereign from tiie hands of his 
murderers. Cromirell and Ireton, being informed of his intention, endesvonred 
to persuade him that the Lord had rejected the king, and exhorted him to seek by 
prayer some direction from Heaven on this important occasion. But they concealed 
from Um the Ihet that they had signed the Ung^s death warrant CoL HarrisoA 
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fbl hereditary prince may be lamented by thoae who punrae the 
dark annala of the Bevolution with nnprejodiced inind% this deep- 
•tained national crime IB by no means to be eo mnch regretted as ihe dia- 
graoe which this fiuiatical Bebdlion brought apon the Protestant Be- 
ligion in the eyea of Papal Europe, and the. wide door which it 
opened to that flood of practical infidelity and ineiligion which 
characterised the Tain and yicioas reign of Charlea the Second. In- 
deed, the popular persecution which the earlier dissenters, of the last 
century, suflered in Walei, must be attributed to the detestation in 
which the memory of the Cromwellian Roundheads was still held 
among the people. Aa a boiling cauldron always brings the yilest 
scum to the surface, so thii dril commotion, in reducing all things to 
a lerd, not only derated men of the loweat origin to the higheat sta- 
tions, which would not haye been objectionable if their abilities and 
merit had been commensurate with the importance of the Amotions 
which they exercised, but, in most instances, it filled the highest and 
most responsible offices in the state with the most violent partisans^ 
the most brawling demagogues, the most fanatical enthusiaats^ 
and the most consummate hypocrites.f Such, in a great measure 
were the materials out of which the Republican GoTcmment was 
constructed, and these regicides, conscious of thdr own weakness, and 
jealous of the moral strength of their opponents, now endearoured 
to fortify their position by commencing *'a rdgn of terror," and 
putting to death those loyalists that had fbllen into thdr hands. 

Among the state prisoners, and political offenders, immured in Den- 
bigh Castle, were the aforementioned Sir John Owen and Hr. David 
Pennant, High Sheriff of FUntshire. '' Sir John Owen/' observes 
M. Guizot, '* was a simple Welsh gentleman, honest and courageous, 
without any thought of ambition or personal advantage, an obscure 
martyr of the cause he had embraced, and utterly unconscious that 

wM appointed to Join in prayer with th« unwary gencnd^ snct, aa tbey had praoon- 
oerted, prolonged hia hypooitioal cant, with increaamg f enronr, until inteUigenoo 
came thai the frtal Uow waa strack. He then roae ftom hia hneea, and inaiafced 
on Fairfkx aubmitdng to the wiU of Heaven^ that it waa the Lord^a graciona anawer 
to their aupplicationa. 

t *< Waa there ^er/' aaka lilbnine, '< a generation of men ao apoatate, ao ftda^ 
andaopeqnred aa theae? Did ever men pretend a higher d^greee of holineai^ 
religion, and seal for God and their oonntry than theee ? They preach, they fivt, 
they pray; they hafe nothing more frequent than een t enceB of lasred Scriptnreh 
tlie name of God and of Chriat, hi their movtha. Yon thaU acaroe apeak to Crom- 
weU abottt anything, bat he wiU lay hia hand on hia breaat» elevate his eyea, and 
caU God to raoordi he will weep, howl, and lepent, eren while he doth amite yoa 
under the third rih."— -£</lifnM't Hunting qfFbjmJirom NfwuuarM tmd THpU* 
M4mih to WMUhall, hyjt^t mmit Bi^ghi : or Me OrtmdH-lheHvii Vnm4uk$d, 
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there wm any merit in his derotedneae." Haying been for some 
time kept a priioner here, some of his party entered into a plot to 
effect hia rcdeaae, by aorpriaing the Caatle at midnight. The prin- 
cipal **eonBpiratora" being Dolben and Chambres, who were joined 
by aboat aixty other caTaliersy as appears from a printed acconnt, 
entitled **Denjbigk Castle wrpHsed/vr ike Kwg^ 5y 60 CtnaUere, ftc. 
LondoHp prmied/or ike eaOrfaetUm of all moderate me% 1648,*' aa 
we preanme the date should be, from which the following letter haa 
been copied. 

"NoBUi SiK.— «*We finde the Unf** party tUSly^j acthe in tbaM partsi 
thossln AngUtej that revolted will DOtaocsqpi of the Indampnitj, hot reiolTe to keep 
the idnd for the Idas. Sir John Owen ia acting hi Denbigh C^MUe* where, with hia 
eonfederatea, the caatle was very neare being aorpriied. On Monday night laal^ 
tiie captalne of tlie gnard being gone to bed, tiiey began to act tlieir derign. And 
Hun waa engi^ged in tliia bnifaieaB for anrpriie of Denbi|^ Caatle (wliere Shr John 
Owm ia prisanar) a corporaU and a aentinell belonging to the caatle, of the perlie- 
vent fQuldifln, wlio liad (it aeema) been wrought upon bj tfaoae who oanied on the 
deaign, to whom Uige promiaea were made. Tlieee men we Itave discovered* be* 
fltdea some otibm whom we cannot yet fond out, to have been oormpted by 8er- 
Jeant^mijor Dolton, Gaptafai Cntler, Captain Ftery, C^itain Charies' Chmnbets, 
and aome otheri, who were the diiefactora hi this plot. There was a party of tfie 
eavaUera that came that night with aoaling ladders, who came privily to the waHa 
witfaont giving any alarm at aD, tlie corporaU and the two eentineOa of the goard 
beingpiivy to their derign and confoderacy. And abont aomo 60 of tlie caevaliera 
had sesled the walls, end hsd got over vrithont any opposition st sll, sod were 
irithin tfie walls st ksst sn honr before sny alarm waa given, end it was a 
handled to one that we hsd not been sU sorprised end rained, but we were 
sdbscokiosly deUrered. The sforamld three scare cstaUera that Were got o?er, 
were ao near entrlng into the inner vrard of thecaatle that they had bat one hone- 
lock to break, which Uie corporaU waa ready to hsre aaalsted them in, to open 
one of the ssUy porta. It so plessed God that the c^ptsin of the gnard cooM not 
sleep hi hie bed, bat wis mneh tioabled, tho* he knew not for whet, snd at Isst 
hs resohred to rise end to vnJk the roonds with his soakQers, for vHilbh porpoee he 
did get op secor^Unfl^. "When he had drawn oat aome aoaUUers to walk with him 
aboat the roonds, hs went with him, nntlU st Isst he espied a pstty got over the 
walls, snd sesttng Isdders opon the walls, where up on the slsram was given to the 
cssOe, sndths town slso by tiieae meens took the slsrm. Bat they ell yielded 
tiiemselves p ito onar s at merqr, only aome that had got back egain over the wall. 
And open remark of the bosinees, the corporal wae dia co vere d to be going with 
them to help them to open the gate. I hope thia wiU be a aniAdent warning to 
tiiem all to look well aboat them both in that castle snd slso in other parti sboat as. 
*" Chester City, the 8th day of Joly, 1648." 

This account ia confirmed by W. Morris's Memoranda. 

" 1648, Aboat the end of Jane, Mr. Doalbein and Mr. Chambers of Denbi|^ 
hadd a deaign to take the Caatle of Denbighe ;' tiiey scaled it hi the night, and 
eboots 60 men got into the niter-ward, bat they were di a covered, snd iome of them 
takm ; they both plonderad, bat eacaped, as is isid." 
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''Jnlj. In tiiii montha abouta the 16tli* Dolbebi and CSiamban wifli thdr 
oompanje came before Denbighe CaiUe^ and, in a braTado^ diidiaiged their pis- 
tols and went away." 

Sir John Owen was arraigned, together with the noblemen before- 
mentioned, before the '* High Gonrt of Justice,*' of which Bradshaw* 
who, a htde before, had passed the sentence of death upon the king^ 
was president. '^The entire'' (royalist) ''party," observes Guizot^ 
*' seemed represented and arraigned in the persons of those five men/' 
Sir John Owen, and the Lords Hamilton, Holland, Norwich, and 
Capell. On the 6th of March, 1649, they were all fiye condemned to 
be beheaded. When the president had pronounced this sentence. Sir 
John Owen made a low bow to the court, and gave them humble 
thanks. On being asked, by one of the bystanders, what he meant^ 
he said aloud, ''it was a yery great honour to a poor gentleman of 
Wales to lose his head with such noble lords : — ^that he was afraid 
they would have hanged him." Great efforts were made, by their 
friends and relatives, to save the lives of the four nobleman. " No one 
was there to defend Sir John Owen; but Col. Hutchinson said to Ireton, 
who was sitting next to him, ' It grieves me much to see that, while all 
are labouring to save the lords, a gentleman that stands under the 
same condemnation, should not find one friend to ask his life ; and 
I am so moved with compassion that» if you will second me, I am 
resolved to speak for him, who, I perceive, is a stranger; and friend- 
less.' Ireton promised to do so: Hutchinson obtained the poor 
Welsh knight's petition, which had been left in the hands of the 
Clerk of the House, delivered i(^ and spoke for him so nobly, and 
was BO effectually seconded by Ireton, that Sir John Owen's life was 
spared by a majority of five votes," the Court having referred the exe- 
cution of its sentence to the decision of the omnipotent parliament. 
We should, for the reader's satisfrustion, add, that the Earl of Nor- 
wich's life was also spared, in consideration of a favour he had once 
done to the republican Speaker, Lenthall ; the othera were executed — 
Lord Holland because Cromwell despised him as "a turn-coat^" the 
Duke of Hamilton* because he was both a royalist and a Scotchman, 
and Lord Capell, because Cromwell said that "he would be the last 
man in England to forsake the royal cause, and had great courage^ 
industry, and generosity, and, as long as he lived would be a thorn in 
their sides." 

The following interesting anecdote of the other state prisoner con- 
fined in Denbigh Castle is related by his eminent descendant, 
Thomas Pennant, the historian : — 

*Tbla nobleoBan waa an annstar of the lata Coimteai of Qricnejr, of whom we 
ahaU treat wben we oone to tbe Pitwnanrtoaa of Ilaweny. 
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• 

**DATirl Pcntinnt, Esq., of Dycbton, wassberiff of Flintshire iu 1642. 
Tliia gentlemnii, cluring the Civil War, ndhered to the royal cause, and 
held a mnjor's commis^iion in that service. lie was an officer in 
the garrison of Denbigh when it was besieged and taken by my 
maternal grcat-gri^at grandfather. General Mytton. My loyal ances- 
tor Buflfcrod here a long imprisonment. Bychton was plundered, and 
the distress of the family was so great that he was kept from starring 
by force of conjugal affection, for his wife often walked, with a bag 
of oatmeal, from the parish of Whitford to Denbigh to relieye his 
wants." 

Hundreds of the gentry were reduced to beggary. 

Col. Geo. Twistlcton, the republican governor of the fortress, 
was one of the judges of the High Court of Justice, and, in his judicial 
capacity, concurred in putting ninny persons to death for no other 
crime than their attachment to the royal cause. 

The Parliamentarians soon cbtnined the ascendency in the town- 
council, and filled the highest municipal offices. Indeed, Col. 
Geo. Twistleton, Col. Thomas Ravenscroft, and Col. Sir John Carter, 
had the chief management of all public ajQTairs, and both the 
borough and county soon felt the weight of their authority. ** Heavy 
contributions were levied upon the inhabitants to support the parlia« 
men t forces," yet the soldiers " cheated out of their pay," raised a 
mutiny, in March, 1647> " marched to Wrexham, and layde hould of 
Colonel Jones, treasurer of the parliament, and others of the com- 
mittee, and imprisoned some of them, demanding their arrears, and a 
just accounte of the money paid to them by the county. Gen. 
Mytton, having that morning come to towne, had some intelligence, 
and fled towards Houlte Castle, to Col. Pope, the souldiers firing after 
him." The following memoranda show the sums paid by the county 
of Denbigh towards the support of the parliament forces : — 

" April 1G47. We of the county payde monthly contribution ;f260, and in May 
follofring, we payde anotbei contribution, contrary to General Mytton'a promise." 

''We pnyde alsoo our part of jf 1,200 for diabandinge of souldiers, and were to givs 
free quarters to the horse souldiers." — W. MorrU. 

If we are to credit tradition, the republican garrison of Denbigh 
plundered the surrounding country to such an extent that it was not 
safe for any one to turn his cattle out into the fields, and we are told 
that once a certain infuriated rustic, who had been robbed of his only 
cow, endeavoured to break the castle gate with a huge crow4)a]^ 
in the vain hope of recovering hia stolen property, or of gratifying 
his revenge by slayiiig the first ** depradator" that fell in his way. 

The more independent residents left the town and localRy* and to 
2h 
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prevent a general desertion of the place» the tovn-coancil 
adopted the following resolation, " That such Bargesses as absents 
themselves to avoide Quarteringe, and other Taxet fallinge vpon y* 
Towne, bee summoned to app. y* next meetinge to show cause." 

In 1647> they undertook the reparation of the Shire Hall, which 
had, probably, suffered during the Siege. 

It should be recorded, to the honour of 'Pwistleton's memory, that 

he made a laudable attempt to recover the lost charities of the borougli^ 

and to secure what still remained, as we find from a minute in his 

own handwriting, dated Sept. 27th, 1651. — 

" In regard je Townes stocke of moneyes lye in danger of decaje, for wante of 
effectnaH p'secution of 7« law ag' j* persona in whose kandes y* sd moneyes haae 
Uan dead, it ia this day ordered that Mr* John Madockes bo desired to receive y« 
bonds of y« Towne yt are deficient, and to put yem in suite ; wherevpon we p'misa 
to reimburao him that which ho shall lay ffoorth in ye rooourye of thom on the be- 
half of ye corpora^n.— QEORG£ TWISTLETON." 

Among the corporate muniments, is the following letter from Sir 
Thomas Myddelton, the Parliamentarian officer,, who figures in pur 
account of the Siege, recommending to Col. George Twistleton the 
case of Hugh DrghurU ** an old poore man, decayed in his estate," 

*' Colonell Twistleton, — fforasmnch as divers and considerable sv'mes of money 
have heretofore byn given by my vnde, Mr. Robert Myddelton, and others of my 
anoastors, to charitable vses, videli., for the benefit and reliefe of the poore of Den- 
bigh, which said money, together with many other considerable sv'mes^ are now re- 
mayning in the hands of severall gent, of the Towne and Cbnnty of Denbigh. And, 
by reason of the late trobles, the poore of the said Towne, doe not receave the pro- 
fltte thereof aocordinge to the intent of the donors. Nowe, the bearer hereof, 
Hugh Dry hunt, htange an old poore man, decayed in his estate, and of kin to th« 
most of the donors and myselfe ; and being form'ly allowed fouer ponnds out of thm 
said moneyes for his reliefe, but nowe longe since deprived of that benefitt, notwith- 
stand, his nearenes of kin to most of the donors, and poverty, makeing him an 
obioct of charity. My request vnto you is that you would be pleased to take hia 
informavon concerning theis things and to cause to appeare before yo* such gent, as 
have any of the said moneyes in their hands, and cause some of tiiem to pay vnto 
this poore man that fouer pounds yearely, as form'ly he hath reed*, with such arreares 
as you shaU thinke fitt; his father before him, beinge alsoe a poore man, did enioy ihm 
like sv'me of fouer pounds yearely of which I desire he may not be debarred. And 
for yo* fiivoura donne to him herein, — I shaU remaine, 

Yor thankefttU frind, 
Cbiekb Castlb, I2o Jnly, 1649. Tho. Mtbdblton. 

(Direction.) — ffor my hono^l good firind, 
CoU. George Twistleton^ 
At Denbigh Castle, 
This present." 

Twistleton had, when first alderman, in 1648, procured the appoint* 
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ment o( a commission, consisting of twelve of the most influential and 
active members of the corporate body, with the recorder. Sir Richard 
Wynne, at their head, to enquire anto the lost charities of the borough; 
and, through his own influence with the Protector, obtained the 
loUowing 

DBCREB 

OF 

OLIYER CROMWELL, 

BBSPBCTINO THB 

CHARinES OF THB BOROUGH OF DENBIGH. 

** OLIVBR, Lord Protector qf ike Commonwealth tff England, Scotland^ and 
freland, and the domOnionM thereto belonging^ To 



Anne Heaton, 
Robert flbalkes, 
jffoiilko Udd, 
John Owen, 
John Uoid, 
Richard Runkhome, 
John Davies, 
WiUiam BurchinBhaw, 
Thomas flonlkes, 
John Price, 
Thomas Lloid, 
Mathew Salisbory, 
John Span, 
Lnce OiiTer, 
Thomas Peako« 
Henrj Lloyd, 



William Knowles, 
Humfry Evans, 
Hogh Parrie, 
Robert Swayne, 
Richard Parry, sen., 
John Price, 
Thomas Knowsley, 
William Chambres, 
John Roberts, 
John Roberts, and 
John Eves, 
John Roberts, 
John Evans, 
John Eves, and 
William Chambres, 



Thomas Eres, 
llumfry Myddletoiw 
Hugh Lloyd, 
John Edwards^ 
Robert Lloid, 
Richard Drybvrst, 
ffonlke Salosbury, 
John Evans, 
John Jones, 

ffonlke Salnsborr the young 
Alexander Salusbnry, 
William Jones, 
John Salusbnry the younger 
Hogh Lloid, 

John Doulben, and his 
▼ndertenants. 



John Thclwall, 

And to all other person or persons whatsoever whome it doth or may oonoeme^ 
and to every of them, Grerting : fforasmnch as it belongeth nnto ns to give in diarge 
that due execnf on be done of all such matters and things as are provided and. or- 
fiayned in Parliament, to God's glory, and the benefitt of the people of England. 

And whereas wee arc given to understand, by the certificate of John Madockee, 
Edward Gethyn, John Johnee, imd Edward Jonee, gent.^ Commissioners author- 
ised under the Create Scale of England, that the same commissioners, by vertne of 
an Act made in the Parliament holden at Westminster, in the three and fortieth 
yeare of the raigne of the late Queen Elisabeth, and by inquest of Jury, due ezamt- 
na^n of Witnesses, and mature delibersfon therevpon had, did make certain orders 
and decrees in writing, which are retoumed into our Chancery, in forme following— 

That one Robert Morgan of London, Serwener, by his last will and testament 
in writeing, bearing date the 20th day of March, in the year of our Lord 1626, did, 
among other things, give unto the Aldermen, Bayliffes, and Capitall Men of the town 
of Denbigh, for the time bdnge, the full sv'me of jf 60, of lawfull English money, 
to be sett out by three pounds and five pounds a-pieoe to poore young beginners^ 
from two yeares to three yeares, att two pence by the pound interest ; which Ten 
8hilling$ were to be ghen to a godlg and teamed preacher /or preacheing in St. 
HiUaryee Chapel, every Eatter Day m the qftemoon for ever; of which siztie 
pounds you, the aforesaid Anne Heaton, shall forthwith pay the sv'me of five pounds, 
f 'ft U of the said ax^ pounds, that came to your hands, and is still remayning va- 
2b2 
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paid into the HaiMU of snch persons as are, or oaght to receive the same, according 
to the last will and testament of the said Robt. Morgan ; that the same may bu im<- 
ployed and disposed of according to his last will and testament, &c. 

The same command ia given to alL concerned. — 



Tliomas iToalkes 3 

John Price 3 

Tliomas Lloid.. .; 6 

Mathew Salusbnry 2 

John Spon 4 



a. 








d. 









Total 



£bi 



j^. f. d. 

Anne Heaton & 

Robt. flbulkes 6 

ffoulke Lloide 3 

John Owen 3 

John Lloide 5 

Richard Drihurst 5 

John Davies 5 

WilUam Burchinshaw 5 

We cannot account for the deficit — £6. 

And also, that one Robert Myddelton qf London, Merchant , by his last will and 
testament* bearing date in the yearo of our i.ord I Gl 6, did biquvoth to the saul Town 
of Denbigh, dcs., the sv'mo of j£,'200, to remaync a stocku to ihu huid \o.'iie, for the 
boncfitt of five Companies of Tradesmen there; I hut is to suy. Mercers, lihu:ksmiths 
or Hammermen, Shoemakers, Glovers, and Weavers ; Ji'40 to each Coinpanic, to be 
disposed to p'ticnlar men of the said Trades, in smaller sv'mes, liy tiie Aldermen and 
Bayliffes of the said Towno, for the tyme being, at the interest of ffive piunds p, 
eentvm, in good secnritie; the principal to be repaid to the said officers at every 
three yeares end ; and all the interest thereof to be quarterly paid vnto their hsnds, 
and to be by them distributed in bread weekly, on Saturday, in the atternoone, to 
fifteene poore women of the said Townc, att their choice and elc^on ; of which said 
•Y'me of i^200 you the aforesaid shall pay, &c., viz.. 



je a. 

John Roberts and John Eves 6 14 
John Roberts, John Kvans, 
William Chambres, and 

JohnThelwall .... 22 13 

Thomas Eves 3 1 

Iluinfrey ^liildleton ... 7 

Hugh Kloid 23 

John Kd wards 10 



d. 












Total 



^190 8 



je a. d. 

Luce Oliver 5 

Thomas Peake 5 

Henry Lloid 20 

William Knowlei .... 10 

Homfry Bvans 10 

Hugh Parry 5 

Robert Swaine 5 

Richard Parry, sen. . • . 10 

John Price 5 

Thomas Knowsley .,..500 

William Chambres .... 40 

John Roberta 4 

Also, that one John Middleton, 7\iiiiier, did bequeath vuto the said Aldermen 
and Bayliffes of Denbigh, the sv'me of jl'GO, to be sett out in Lands, the full vso 
thereof to be paid to the poore of Denbigh, vpon the fiuust of Pentecost and All 
Saints, yearly for ever; which j^CO you the aforesaid Robt. Lloid shall forthwith 
pay, &c. 

And also, that one William Merton did bequeath unto the Ald?rmen, Bayliffes, 
and Bui^gcsses of Denbigh, to tlie vse of poore, as a stocke for theire rcli jf yearly, the 
sv'mo of i;30. The following parties arc commanded to pay forthwith, viz. 

^ a. d. 

Richard Drihurst . , . • -, . 15 

ffoulke Salusbury 5 

Jphn Bvans and John Johnei 8 

£28 
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And also, that Robert Morgan did beqaoalh tlie vt*mt of £\ 00, to bo in the hands 

of the Aldermen and Baylifles of Denbigh, at full Tse; which ho willed to provide 

three dozen of white bread to be, evcrj Snbboth day, given to the pooro of the said 

Towne, in St. Ilillarics Choppclo. The following parties are ordered to pay, vis., 

jf •. d. 

ffbnlke Salnsbury the younger 50 

Alexander Salnsbary 25 

William Jones 25 

j^lOO 

And also, that one John Htdder, (Tndor ?) &c., did give and devise vnto the 
Aldermen, Bayliffes, and Burgesses of Denbigh, the sv'me of J&20, as a stocke for the 
poore of the Towne, &c., and the vse to be given to maimed pooro people ; which 
said j£^20 you John Salusbury the younger shall forthwith pay. 

And also, that one Robert Morgan did give unto the Aldermen, Bayliffes, and 
Burgesses of Denbigh ^'50, as a stocke for the poore, &c., to be divided amongst the 
poore every Good Friday for ever; which jt50 you the aforesaid Hugh Lbid shaU 
forthwith pay, &c. 

And whereas the executors, &c., of Charles Middleton, deceased, did, acoord- 
inge to the purport of, and true meaning of the last will of the said Charles, purchase 
a chiefe rent of five shillliigs yearely, to be issumng and going out of one messuage 
or burgage, with appnrtcn'nts, in the Subburbes of the Towne, commonly called 
Stodard** House, now, or late, in the occupation of the aforesaid John Doulben, or 
your vndertennants, and<to be yearly paid to the hands of the Chnich wardens, &c«. 
for and towards the reparafon qf the South Porch of the p'ish church of Denbigh, 
commonly called " Fr Egiwys Wen," yearly for ever. And that you the aforesaid 
John Doulben, &c., that hath held and enioyd the said messuage or burgage, and 
hath taken and received the rents, issues, and profitts thereof, for the space of tfn 
years, &c.y shall forthwith pay, &c. 

Wee, by the said Inquisition, orders, and decrees, remayning vpon record in our 
Chancery aforesaid, as it doth more foUie appeare. Therefore do firmely com'and 
and enioine you and every of you, and all other p'son or p'sons whatsoever, &&, 
whome it doth or may conccrne, that yee, and they, and every of them p'forme, fuU- 
flli, and execute all and every the matters and things in the oforcsaid Decree con<- 
teyned, insoemuch thereof as to you or any of yon, or them respectively, app'teyneth 
to be p'formed, fullfiUed or kept, according to the tenor, true intent, and meaning of 
the said Decrees on the Paine of jtf200. And this, in no wise, yee, nor any of you 
omitt. 

Witness, OURSBLFE, at Westminster, the 13th day of July, in the year of our 
Lord, 16G5. — By the Lords Commissioners for the Keeping qf the Great Seal of 
England, by vertne of a Statute in Parliament, , 

LENT (I ALL. 

For another Order in the Protector's Council respecting Denbigh, 
see the chapter on Parochial History. 

Among the gleanings of the local annals of CromwelVs time» ire 
have memorials of seyeral ancient families -who have not hitherto been 
noticed in this^work, such as the following pedigree of John Span, 
or Span, from Randal Holme** CoUectian, in the British Musewn. 
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We are indebted for the foregoing relic of this lost family to the 
Key. A. B. Ciongh, Rector of Braunston^ who has favoured us with 
much other Taluable information. Alderman Holme gives their arm^ 
and pedigree *'out of the Abbey Rental^ We have only extracted 
what direcUy coucerued our own narrative, rejecting references to 
deeds, manuscripts, &c. 

Thus it appears that this old Anglo-Norman family, a fragment of 
whose history is here exhumed from oblivion, was settled at Denbigh 
close upon 400 years before the days of the Commonwealth. Indeed, 
the capture and occupation of the castle by the Cromwcllites brought 
but few new settlers into the neighbourhood. Although upwards of 
a hundred new freemen were sworn in during the Usurpation, we 
find rery few fresh names; except. Carter, Ball, Turrcll, Aston, 
Richardson, Sumner, and Mills. 

Andrew MilU^ a " godly*' subaltern in the Protector's train, was 
then a common burgess; but, if we mistake not, he settled at St. Asaph. 
Brown Willis tells us that ** the post road in the days of Cromwell 
was not through Denbigh,* but St Asaph, where one Millea held the 
post-office, and lived in the bishop's house, and sold wine and 
liquors there, and kept his horses and oxen in the body of the church, 
and tied up and fed calves in the bishop^s throne, and other parts of 
the choir, removed the font into his yard, set it in the ground, and 
made use of it for a hog trough, &c., till such times as it pleased 
God to put an end to those enormities by the happy Restoration of 
Church and Monarchy, in 1660." 

* Hence we mfty infer, that the Irish mails were transmitted through Denbigh 
at the time when our author was " penning" the above, A.D., 1 7'! 5. Mr. R. Davies 
of Llansannan, who is well-known as an itinerant bookseller, and a collector of 
old works, has favoured ns with the route according to " Patenon't New and 
Aeeuraie DeeeriptUm of all the Direct, and Principal Crose Roads in Great 
Britain, 1 772." From London to Chester and Holyhead— 
«««*«« ,^^ from Loudon ♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
CHESTER . 
Bietton, (Flintshire) 
Harding 
Plandry Bridge 
Northop* • • 
Cravatdoiigh . • 
The Smelt Mills 
Pontriffith Br. (Denb.) 
DENBIGH . 

••Hardinif" must be Hawardeni "Pandry," Penire-mocht " Cravatclough, 
Cdetfallwehs " Pontgwithy," Pont-y-ffwyddyl : "Bet-Honse," Bettwe-yn-Khoe t 
"Dolven," Dolwent "Crosworth," Pedair Croettffordd, 

At an earlier date, the highway to London, (between Conway and Denbigh) kept 
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Col. Sir John Carter iraa the only one who seems to have left a 
name behind ; perhaps, the only " heirloom" entailed on a natural pro- 
geny. He may have ** introduced" some of his family connexions^ 
who were in no very affluent circumstances. Before he enlisted un- 
der the republican banner, he served behind a draper's counter, hence 
a wag is said to have observed, that when he married the rich heiress 
of Holland of Kinmcl, he had displayed an excellent judgment iu 
drapery, for he had selected the best piece of Holland in the country. 

The Mt/voda, now also extinct, were an old family settled here ever 
since the Conquest of Wales.* 

moro south, and a four-horse mail traveUed along perhaps the hillicst track in 
Britain. "My mother, who was born in 1753," adds our informant, "recollected 
seeing the mail-coach going up the mountain towards Gellhdyg, past Plas-yn-Tro- 
▼arth, when she was a girl, nine or ten years old. I have heard that the rouU 
through Hansannan was only continued for throe years ; during which time, the 
p. incipat inn here, now called the Saraceti*9 Head, was built." We may also add 
that " one of the oldest inhabitants," who was living some years back, used to re- 
late, with no small pride, how when in the bloom of boyhood, he once had, in s 
narrow part of the road, near Llangerniew, to mount the hedge-bank, in order to 
allow the mail-coach to pass, on its way from Denbigh to Conway, and take off his 
hat by way of homage and return of compliment to the "King of Ireland" (meaning 
the vico-roy) when " his good Majesty" bowed to him through the " mail window ;" 
and how he bad often heard the coachman and guard say of the stage between that 
posting village and Denbigh, that the ascent from the bottom of the valley of the 
Elwy up to the top of Garnedd Hill, was, on a sunny summer day, " the hottest 
drive" from Holyhead to London. Our correspondent quotes Pride and Luckombe'9 
Traveller* 9 Guide, 1789, which shows that the route, having long been found tedious 
and even dangerous, as we may presume, was changed for a track nearer the aea- 
ooast, and that Denbigh had then ceased to be a principal post town on the road 
between the two capitals. It now ran through Abergele, St. Asaph, and HolywelL 
The compiler's mother, who was bom in 177C, just recollects the Irish mails travail- 
ing via Denbigh, over Moclfre Hill, to Bcttws, Dolwen, &c., and the mail-coach 
passing, the very first time, thiough Abergele, on njair day, in winter, whonthera 
was a great flood, — about the Gth of December, 1785 or 6. 

* Myvod, Meivod, or Me\fod is a pure Welsh term, signifying a hemdtag^. 
There are a great many old mansions and localities in Wales so called. Meivod 
on the Filwy, in the parish of St. George, or Llansantsior, otherwise called Cegidva, 
Abergele, is a very ancient manor belonging to the lordship of Denbigh, and men- 
tioned in Henry de Lacy't Poet Mort. Inqma, The probability is that the Afy- 
vode of Denbigh and Henllan derived their patronymic from this old manor, and that 
they were originally Anglo-Normans, who called themselves De Mjfvod, afterwardi 
Myvod. The last Myvod connected with the history of Denbigh, was Thomas 
Myvod of Plus Meivod, Henllan. What became of his brotliers, John, Henry, 
Robert, and Roger Myvod, or their descendants, we know not. Thomas Myvod 
was a person of considerable influence and respectability in the borough. He was 
a commissioBer of public charitiea, and was also appointed by the corporation to 
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The Geihins, also extinct, were of Welsh origin, springing #/iur»otff- 

fy from the ancient British blood royal. The patriarch of the family 

,vas Rk^9 Oeihin^ great-grandson of Prince David-ap-Griffith Goch, 

Lord of Denbigh, as will appear from the foUowing pedigree : — ' 

LLEWELYN THE GREAT, 

Reigned 56 yean, A.D. 1194 to 1240. 

(n« tioHi eofim (hat onee held hit tuhet ii preserved at the Old Church, lAanrwH 

and thai qfhig eeeond emuart, Joan Lackland, in 

Baron Hill Pari, AngUeea.) 

I 



Dftrid, hj Joan dan. of 
John, Kuif of EaKfamd, 
•ooeoaded hie ratlier 
Uowtljii, Mdrdfned 
6 jcan. 






I 

OriAth Ooeh, br TaiiKW]rstle, 
dao. of Ujwsrai Qora, allM 
HoLBUBOH, Lord of Rhoi and 
Rlrafoniof— fall from the Tower, 
Sfl Renrr III. 

I 



Owladya, or Clanda, 
mar. to Ralph Morti- 
mer, whoae doMendanta 
afterwarda ware Lorda 
of Denhigfa. 



I 



Llewelyn III. reigned 

SOjrcara, 
A.D. 1M0 to IWl. He 
waa the latt Sorerelgn 
Prinoe of Walet. 



DaTid-ap-Orlilth Ooeh, rx>rd of 
Denbigh, exeented A.D. 1S83. 



David Goeh of Penmaehno 

(natural eon,) 
Inherited a portion of the prinedy 

Ofittth Ooeh.— 
(Stone ilgnre, leenmbent In armovr 
In Bettwi-y-Ooed Chnrdi.) ^ 

Inacription i— 

*' Hie lAcrr Obufvab ab Dattbb Ooca. 

AawvB Dbi 

If !■■■■»■ MBI." 



Owen Goeh, ahared the 

Goremment of Walea 

with hia brother for S 

jeara. 

Roderldc, a yonnger 

brother, oooiticr In 

1174. 



Bowd Oqytmore, (CkMd mawr, great wood.) 
whoae atone efflnri reennncnt in ainiouri ia 
meaerred in the Old Church, Uanrwat. 
Hla eon aold Gwydlr to the Wynnea, aneea* 
tora ef Lord WUlouriibf D'Eraby, Lord 
Great Chamberlain of England. 



-J: 



Rhya GetMn, (the Terrible, ao called from 
hia peenliar ph y aiognomy and eomplezion) 
who left hia name to an old manaion, near 
Bettwa-y-Coed, atUI called Hendre-Rhya 
Oethin. He waa the anceator of uo 
Gethina of Cemlogan Mawr, fcc., fte. 



From the Yale of Gonvay, the Gethin stock branched out into 



rapermtend the repain and reetontum of tbe Town Hall, after the siege. From a 
marriage settlement, dated the 13th day of November, 2 James II., it appears that 
Thomas Myrod of Henllan matched his only daughter and heir ^>parent» Anno 
Hyrod, witii R. Roberts, Esq., of Denbigh, she being " an infiuit daughter, under 21 
yeara of age/' and, in oonsideraiion of jfSOO, to be paid by the same Robert 
Roberts to the said Thomaa Myrod, with the oouTeyanoe of the real estate of the 
■aid Roberts, after hia mother's death, the latter conreyed to hia daughter, and her 
Issue by the said Robert Roberta, all hia lands, messuagesi tenements, and real 
estatea, &c., within the Kingdom of England, and Dominion of Wales, subject to 
certain provisions, &c. This deed bears the signaturea of Thomaa Myvod, John 
Heaton, Edd. Chambres, ZfAoi Salusbury, Joshua Salusbury, Ffoulke Davies, 
Humphrey Jones, John Lloyd, Edward Jones, P. Griffiths, and Hugh Holland of 

2l 
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numeroin familiea qpread over different parU of the country.*' 

Denbigh. Ridinrd Mhot was, in I SOT, swom Cntaum of tbitborongb, befort Mr« 
(•Aerwwd^ Sir) Hiighr Myddaltcm. Sefaral of the Myrodii wer» in hokf ocdera^ 
Biibop Walton (while resident at Denbigh) in 1587» ooUatcd Richaid Myrote ttr 
the Rectoiy of Dorowen. Bisliop Child lavished faff mm npon another Myrod, 
•▼en after the latter was " dead and gone.'' In that Cuikoiie prelate's wU^ dated 
Nor. 10th, A.D. 1389, we find a legacy of forty shillings forthe sotrf of Mr. Myvot^ 
lite Rector of Lhuumnon-in-YalBb — ''ZtpOrmk." sayrthis good bishop, *'dUMht» 
endoM per Bxteutoref meo9, praut ett meHui vimnm finrii, pro wnimaMugUtH 
Mejfpoi, mqfer Reeiarii BetUiie d$ LUuunmum,"' 

* We cannot find how or when the GetUns became connected with thfa nefglv-' 
bourhood. According to Brown WiiHt, one Jeffrey Getiun was Bchoolmsster of 
Denbigh in A.D. 1M7. In a ntem of alt dignitaries^ beneficed clergy, &c., made* 
by the learned and sealons Dr. Richard Psrry, Bishop of St. Asaph, totlie oele« 
brated Dr. Mathew Parker, Arehbisbop of Canterbury, ** for certain considerations* 
•ondooent to the general Reformation of the dergie," &a., JeArey Gethin's namv 
appears ss « Ifagiiier Omffridut OHMn, ArKwm Mi^fM^r, Cmonitm in Beeietia 
Cath^draH prtdieia, (St Asaph,) •# Bbctor dt JUanbrtHwudr." To which la 
added, bat *' in a modem hand," says the editor, *' LmdimoffUttr dt" DmMgko/'^ 

Those bishops irbo rssided at Denbigh gave preferments to seTeral> Gethint. 

The jnror mentioned in Gromwell's Decree^ mnst hsTS been apeison of con- 
sequence, and probably of magistefial snthority, althoogh his name does not 
appear on tiiellst of corporate oflloers, or that of capital bnrgessea^ in a snbseqnent 
part ol this work. Hie same obaenration will apply to Capt. Robert Gethin, t9 
whom the freedom of the boroagh was prssented in 1665^ And there is no dovbt 
that the Commissioner of Publio Charities was one of the Oethins of Ccrredwen or 
Pentremawr, Llandymog, now the seat of the Her* Bdmnnd WiHianie* n oonnty 
magistrate, eldest brother of Richard Williams, Esq., mayor of tikis boroagh 1» 
1838, (see page 140) and of Ignatios WilUams, Bsq., of The Grove; the estate' 
having ooma to tlie latter fiynify, in 1792, by pordisse of tlie grandfiither, who waa 
Treasurer for tUe County, in 1753. Thb present proprietor has greatly improved^ 
enlarged, and beantiAed the old mansion. The initials on an inscribed slab, fixed 
ever the door of an ontbaildlng, now used as a dairy, rsferto its Qethinproprieton^ 
fai bygone days* 

DXO GLORIA* 
I. G t D. G. 
ANNO DOMI. 

leafik 

niese, as Hr. Williams informs us, were John Gethin, eletfc, and DoroC&f 
Gethin, hiswifo. He lies interred at Llandymog as iqipears firom the inscriptkor 
— «« JETsrf Hiih ih§ Body qf Jokm GeliUN, CIsrAt, wko d^ariod tki$ iffo Ot 
Stpenittmtk <iajf of S^iomker, in tko jftarpfow Lord, 1690." He had proba* 
bly married a relative, jodging finmthefoet that Us wifo is ako called Q9tkin, 
for Welsh ladies of that i^e did nol» after marriage, assume the sumamee of tbdr 
fords, but " sported" their own maiden names through Ufe^ as " Biargret Rutter, 
wydow, late wyfe of Richard Dolben, gent.," who was presented by the corpora- 
tlon, in 1019, with " ij sylver spoones." Sto Bwrgtu Towmr, There wss but onr 
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It ^petrs from the Re^mUtM Qtmemlcgim thai the ChmUmerM of 
Denbigh and Chester, so frequently mentioned in onr mnnidpal re« 
oordt, were of WtM originp notwithstanding thej bore a Norman 
•nmame «— 

** Joha Cluloaer, Ma cf Jaoob Chal<m€r,- loa of Themai Chalmwr of Chetter, 
•on of William Chaloner» ion of Robert Chalonov son of Dwvid Chaloner, ion of 
Reet Chaloner, ton of Richard Chaloaer, Km of William Chaloner, aon of DaridL 
CbalonaiV ioa of Howd dulonor, aon of Madog Clialoncr, ion of Jerwerth Chalon* 
«» Mm of Traliaini ito Cbalonar, wn of Jerwerth Chaloner, mm of itfiidog Orwm d$ 
CSUImerinl'WmM, Mmof TMialni» Mmof Givylyniyionof lIados> loaof Madawg 
Cnrm Lord of liecfawodd Iin» and Nant Conivy, and ono of tho fifteen IMbea of 
North Walea, Anno ji Chriati nata 118S."— CAet^er SdU. ]739,|»af« 87« 

Returning to Col. Twistleton, jnst to take a final leaye of Urn, 
we may observe that this active repnblican left Denbigh^ at the Re- 
•loration, deprived of the command of the castle^ disfranchised, and 
cl^graded by that municipal connoil in which he had, for several years^ 

law of ftahkm for rich and poor.— ^* 15o Die Sept. 1660, Catberin Lloyd, wief of 
Gabriel Flen^ fUler, maketh oath that it bath been aocniComod within thii towne 
•nd bnrnmgli, Ac, that all idlen of wooU, &o., were to pay one penny fiir enery 
|Kmnd of wooU lould at fairo dayei, and lialf penny, &c., on market dayei.'' To 
prooeed. This John Gethin waa the eldest aon and heir of Edward Oeihin, called 
senior, In a deed of 13 James I., (1615), and Uei lepnlchred at Llandymog, as 
appears by an inicription in raised letters ranning in an ornamental border round 
tho four lidei of his tomb-stone, in the olden ityle^- 

^HERELYETH THE BODY OF EDWARD QETHIN OF CORVED- 
WEN, E8fiU, WHO DYED THE « « « DAY OF FEBRUARY IN THE 
.VEARE OF OUR LORD MDCUX." 

Edward GetUn, called judoi^ waa, it would Men, a brother to John Go!hin, 
cl«k, aforenamed, and Ufed in 29 Charlei II« — 1677. Capt. Gethin may have 
been another brother. It is most propable that <' the yonnger" Edward is the ono 
fnentionod in tho Decree, and that he waa resident at Denbigh. The tUrd Edward 
<3othin, son of John, lived (a* Pentiemawr) in 1684. Bni the male lino, from 
oaeh of thoM brothers, becaiM estinet in the next generation. Dorotl^, dangfator 
«f John Gethin, married Peter Evuis, Esq., of London, BMrcfaant, otherwiso 
called Peter E^ans, "dtisen and fishmonger," being a member of the Fishmonger's 
Company or Guild. Thenr son, John, is styled " Col. Evans of Denbigh/' and it 
eiay bo " worth tho mention" that Mr. Williams lias in his possession a lease on 
«omo properly in Ireland, granted to ono Thomas Moore by the said John E?ans 
Esq., of Denbigh; and William Fenn, Jan., Eiq., ion and heir i^porent to that 
csiobnted Irther of Qnaheriim, WilUam Penn, founder and proprietor of the 
Fh>rinos of Peasylvania, in North America. 

Col. Efans's son, John Etsus of Denbigh, died s. p., but he had two dau^. 
ters } Jane^ afterwards Mrs. Hency ; and Mary Anne, married to Ignatius Puroell, 
Esq., of Gramlin House, County of Dublin, Irdsnd. This Lady sold the estato 
us already mentioned, to Mr. Edmunds, nephew of Henry Edmunds, Doctor of 
thsaTflliSW. 

2i2 
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flat iapreme, retired to CLynog Fawr, in Caemarronabire, where 
he Uved in aecluaion on his wife's eatate, and died at a comparatively 
early age, aa appears from the following monumental inacription : — 

" Sub hoe tumulojmeet earjnu Oeorgii Tunsileion de Ueiar in Cam. 
Carnarvon^ filii Johannu TwUtleton de Aula Barrow in Agro Ebora* 
eenai Armigeri, qui obiit 12 Die Maii, A.D. 1647 aeiatie eua 49." 
. In the middle, are his Arms, yiz,, a chevron sable, between three 
moles, &c., with a mullet for difference ; and below this inscription / — 

^*In epem Reeurreeiionia eub hoe quoguejaeet eorpue Maria Twiele' 

ton uxorie Qeorgii Twieleton supradietifilia andheredie GuUelmi Gfyn 

de Ueiar in Com, Carnarvon Arm., que obitt 8, die Junii A.D. 1676/' 

His son, George Twistleton of Ueiar, was High Sheriff of Caernar- 
Yonshire in 1683. 

But although the republican faction was triumphant and rampant 
for fourteen years, the Restoration soon proved that the royalist party 
was not extinct in this locality, and the spirit of loyalty, which 
had so long been smothered, now burst forth into one universal flame 
of enthusiasm. Doubtless many hearts responded to the same senti- 
ment as that which dictated the following rather extravagant and 
hyperbolical epistle, which we accidentally found among the corpo- 
rate muniments. 

" To the wor^ Aldennen of j« Andento Town* and Corponfon of Denbigh. 

Gentlemen, — I being a ndghboor of yo* Ancienta Towne and Corporation of Den- 
bigh, — ^although noe Burgeee, Tudentanding y^ y* prepare a solempnitie against his 
Hat^ Corona^on, do aend Ynto you a XIa. peece, to drinke his aacred Maieatiea 
health, to the boigeaaea of yo' Corpora9on, in what liqnor yon pleaae, as far as it 
reacheth, and pray yon accept a poore widowea mite. I am yo* aeryant, and the 
aervant of all men y^ will pray for, and wiah the long life, Heidth, peaceable, pros- 
berona Rainge vppou earth, blessed end, and Ufe e? erlaating vnto Charlea the aecond 
king of Create Brittayne, ffranoe, Ireland, and Prince of Walea, &&, Deffender of 
the most Andente CathoUcke and Apostolicke faith. 

Ponporchcll, ye23rdof Aprill, 1661. Will. Lloyd/' 

The same year, Charles granted Denbigh a new charter of incorpo- 
ration, confirming to the burgesses sll their ancient rights, and confer- 
ring upon them several new privileges. But although Denbigh ia 
therein described as " a populous borough, stored with divers sorts of 
trade,'' there is no doubt that it suffered long and severely f^m the 
effects of the Rebellion,* which tended in a great measure to the de- 
cline and decay of the place. Thirty -four years afterwards, we find it 

* When we penned onr laat Par^ we were ignorant of aereral interesting fi^ta 
rdating to the history of the "Bo§anau GltUion" hero. It appears that he was 
the youngest of three brothers, and being a posthnmons son of his fatherr* 
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described u " iht pooreloytl towne/' in '*Jn atuwere (to the king) 
ft-am y^ Corporapm of Denbigh^ who have aUwayi most /aiihJuUy 
expressed their duty and Loyalty ^ ^c." 

" May it pleaia your Ma^» — 
'* Wee, yonr Matie* mott DutifiiU httil LOylOl SabJtBcta, th« Aldermen, Bayliffes, 
md Recorder, the chief Magistrates of your Ma^a Towne and Burough of Denbigh, 
in obedience to your Macies Royall pleasare, signified by a Letter signed by the 
Lorde of your Ma^^ most honhle privy CounceU, the fift Day of May, 1679, 
and rec^ by rs the fourteenth day of May, Doe most hnmbly certify that the Act 
for well-goneming and regulating of oorporafons hath been dnely put in ezecufon 
within this towne and Burrough, according to the purport and direction of the said 
Act. And we likewise humbly certify that there is not any person, besring ofBce, 
or phkce of trust, withfai the sayd Town and Burrough, or of the Com'on Councell 
thereof^ nor any Burgess of the said Corpora^on resideing therein, but such as are 
and euer were faythfull and loyall to your Matie> and to your Royal father of Bles- 
sed memory, and comformably to the Rites and Liturgie of the Church of England ; 
and we shidl hereafter withall Duety and Loyalty continue ye strict ezecufon of 
yt Law, in every part of it, within your MatiM poore and Loyall Towne and Burrough 
aforsaid, praying for your Mat>«« Long and prosperous Raigne« We humbly 
Remayne, 15 Jun^ 1680. 

Bdd* Chambers, I >•« 
RDavies, J^' 

Hugh Lloyd, 1 
Price.Jones, / Bayliffci. 

8r. Joi>* Salnsbury, Recorder." 
We recollect reading somevhere of two of the capital burgesses 
being created Knights of the Royal Oak« on the institution of that 
Order. 

before whose death it was not oven known that his mother was eneiente, no provi- 
sion was made for Ikim, whilst a former " prodigal" heir had deeply involved tlie 
estates. When he grew up to boyhood, he was compelled to pick up his education 
in the country schools around, in the best way he oould> until he was promoted to 
the office of a " fiiig at college," and actually had to wait on his own brothers at 
table. Finding his prospects so gloomy at home^ he enlisted for a common 
soldier, and for some time carried his pike in tlie Netherlands, from whence, by 
some means or other, he made his way to India. There, by industry and frugality, 
he saved a considersble sum of money, and then came to the determination of re- 
turning to his native country. On his passsge home, he suffered shipwreck, and lost 
an that he had then with him, except a few pieces of gold, which he had secreted in 
his '* linings." Fortunately, however, a part of his p rop ert y had been forwarded 
to England by another ship, which arrived '* safe." He then fell in with a Mr* 
Owen, a cattle-dealer of Merionethshire, with whom he entered into partnership, 
and sssnmed the character of a Welsh drover. When his brother, Henry, who wu 
knighted in A.D. 1597, heard of the desperate occupation that he had taken up, 
his pride was so toudied that he became mortified and exasperated, and threatened to 
sell all the Welsh estates^ and so deprive our hero of every hope of inheriting any 
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It 18 Bomewhat strange that we have no record of the dismantling 

of Denbigh Ca6tle« which must have been a work of immense labour 

and expense* and a freak of vandalism that will ever be regretted by 

the antiquary and every admirer of architectural art, who must ever 

condemn the ruthless hand thsi reduced so noble, so beautiful, and 

so stupendous a structure to an almost shapeless mass of ruin I It 

suffered but little during the Siege, and was left to be demolished by 

that royal will and pleasure to maintain which it had so nobly stood. 

"Wbea EngUnd't tabjeot cutlet alt 

Had bowed at rode rebeUion'i caU ; 

The last* the proudeit, noblest atand 

Throaghoat the panie-atricken land." — Vmipkam lAoffd* 

portton of the patrimony of his anoettors. In order to lecnre hb pirMpcctiTa claim, 
he had to pay a fine of ifi'GOO, and jfif 12,000 wai necessary to dear the property, bo- 
fore he could come into poatesaion. A rich London goldsmith, of the name of 
Williams, advanced the money fur him ; bnt he soon foand that the interest, irhich 
amounted to if 600 per annnm, so far exceeded the net amount of his income, that ha 
waa actually insolvent. By pursuing a laudable course of economy, he had steered 
through his pecuniary difficulties, and waa just getting into smooth water, % hen tha 
Ciyil,War broke out. like a trae loyalist and patriot he staked his al/ for his king and 
country,^ and had his estates sequestered in consequnce, but waa able to redeem a 
part, and leave the property to his heir unencumbered, although he waa the most 
lenient, considerate, and kindeat landlord in th^ whole country. His tenanta lived in 
easy and comfortable drcumstancea, — in comparative affluence, during the time that 
)m himsdf was iuTolved in his greatest difficultiea. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 



TEMPORART GRANT OP DENBIGH TO M'TLLIAM, DUKE OW 

PORTLAND. 



We hare the following additional notice of the Lordship of Denbigh 
by Wynne : — '' On Leicester's death, it returned again to the Crown, 
where it has continued to this present Year, 1006, when his present 
Majesty granted a patent under the Great Seal to William, Earl of 
Portland, for the Lordships of Denbigh, Bromfield, and Yale. Some 
cxf the Welsh representativesy perceiving how far such a grant en- 
croached upon the properties and priyileges of the subject, disclosed 
thdr grieyances to the honourable House of Commons, who, after 
some consideration, resolved (nemine eoniradieente) that a petition 
should be presented to his Majesty by the body of the House, to 
request him to recall his grant to Uie said Earl of Portland; which 
was accordingly done in the manner following : — 
'May it plewe Tour Most Eicelleht Miyesty,— 

' We joar Majesty's most dutiful and loyal aabjects, tha knigbts, citliens, and 
burgesses in parEamcnt assembled, bombly lay before your Majesty, tbat, wbere« 
as tiiere is a grant passing to WtUiam, Earl of Portland, and bis beirs, of 
lbs Manors of Denbigb, Bromfleld, and Tale, and divers otber lands in tbe Prin- 
cipality of Wales, together with several estates of inheritance, enjoyed by many 
of your Mijesty's snbjeota by virtue of cndent grants from the Crown :— 

'Thai tlis said Manors, vrith tiie large and eitensivs royalties, powers, and 
jnrisdietioins to the same belonging, are of great ooneem to your Mijesty and ths 
Gkown of this realm; and that tbe same have been nsaally aniieied tatho Prin- 
cipality of Wales, and settled on the Princes of Wales, for their support; and that, 
a great number of your Miyesty's subjects, in those parts, hold their estates by 
royal tenure, under great and valuable compositions, rents, royal payments, 
and services to the Crown and Princes of Wales; and have by such tenure great: 
flependanes on your Bfajesty and tli^ Crown of England, and have enjoyed grea^ 
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a 

pri^ilegdt and advantage! with their estatea, under soch tenure. 

'* We thaefore moat humbly beseech your Mijeaty to put a atop to the paMing of 
thia grant to the Earl of Portland, of the aaid manon and land* ; and that the 
same may not be disposed from the Crown, but by consent of Pariiament ; for 
that such grant is in diminution of the honour and interest of the Crown, by 
placing in a subject such large and eztensiYe royalties, powers, and jurisdictions, 
which ought only to be in the Crown ; and will serer that dependence, which so 
great a number of your Majesty's subjects, in those parts, have on your Mijesty 
and the Crown, by reason of their tenure, and may be to their great oppression in 
those rights which they haye purchased, and hitherto do enjoy with their estates ; 
and also, an occasion of great Tezation to many of your Majesty's subjects, who 
hare long had the absolute inheritance of sereral lands, comprehended in the said 
grant to the Earl of Portland, by ancient granta from the Crown. 

HU Majesty*9 Answer. 

" Gentlemen, 

I have kindness for my Lord Portland ; which he has desenred of m^' by long 
and faithful serrices ; but I should not have given him these lands, if I had ima- 
gined the House of Commons could have been concerned; I will therefore recall 
the grant, and find some other way of shewing my favour to him.' " 

According to Macauly, tlic estate was worth j6 100,000, and its ro- 
yenae ^6,000 a-year. 

It has since reposed in the Crown. The stewards of the lordship 
have generally been capital burgesses, bailiffs, or aldermen of Den- 
bigh. Thomas Hughes, Esq., of Ystrad Hall, who was mayor 1835-6 
1840, and 1849, and is now chief magistrate of the county, is the 
present High Steward, and Price Morris, Esq., of the Abbey, 
Recorder. 

For a list of High Stewards, &c., see Exchequer Tower. 

Denbigh has, for upwards of two centuries, giren the title of Earl to 
the family of Fielding, Viscounts and Barons Fielding of St. Lis, 
English honours ; Viscounts Callan and Earls of Desmond, in the 
Kingdom of Ireland. King Charles I., A.D. 1622, created Viscount 
Fielding, Earl of Denbigh. 

It has been observed that the second Earl of Denbigh was as zealous 
a supporter of CromweU, as his father had been an adherent to tha 
royal cause. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 



THE ROYAL BOWLING GRBEN--PANORAMIC VIEW OP THE 
TALE OF CLWYD, AND THE RUINS OF ANCIENT DENBIGH. 



Oar military annala beiog now dosed, ve come to treat of the 
antiquities of Denbigh, in the order in which they are generally 
yisited by tourists, and others in search of the picturesque, the 
historical, and the manrellous. Indeed, there are but few sights 
more calculated to elerate the soul into the contemplation of nature in 
its full majesty and sublimity, than that which may be obtained 
from that spot on CledfryiCM brow to which we now lead the reader. 
We mean the Royal Bowling Green — called royal from the visit of 
the late Duke of Sussex, when that prince hououred with his pre- 
sence the Grand Eisteddfod held here in the autumn of 182B, as ap- 
pears from a memorial hung up in the Green Room. There were also 
present Prince Cimitelli, and many lords, ladies, and gentlemen of 
distinction. Indeed, the visitors* books show that individuals from all 
parts of the world have, from time to time, visited this charming spot. 

The Bowling Club was established about the year 1769 by the 
gentry of the neighbourhood, and tradesmen of the town, the 
intercourse between whom wa^, at that time, much less restricted 
than at the present day. The Club once numbered about sixty 
members, but is now reduced to thirty-nine, among whom are many 
of the " first*' inhabitants, and the two members of Parliament for 
the county, Sir Wntkin Williams Wynne, bart., and Col. Myddelton 
Biddu]pb, who is also the Lord Lieutenant. The Green is open from 
May to October, and the bowling, for the season, commences with 
an '* opening dinner," e^ery member iresiding within the borough to 
2 k 
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attend or forfeit his ordinary. The admission fee is two guineas, snci 
tiie annual leyies about eight shillings per member. 

No visitor should leare Denbigh without seeing the Bowling 
Green. The imagination can scarcely conceive a more delightful 
little spot, or & parterre more tastefully laid out. Although standing 
on so great an elevation, it is completely sheltered from the prevailing 
gales by the lofty ivy-mantled walla of the ancient castle. 

The view which this pretty spot commands is rich and beautiful 
Beyond description. The Yale of Clwyd is spread under the specta^ 
tor's eye in all its enchanting grandeur. There are but few valley» 
in Wales or England more extensive, or more fruitful and luxuriant.. 
Stretching from the northwestern shores of Flintshire, in a south- 
erly direction, into Denbighshire, it at first forms an extensive plain, 
and then becomes riclily wooded, and is most fertile, throughout the 
entire length of twenty-five miles. It has, not without an excusable 
degree of justice, been styled the Eden of North Wales. 

** Where moantain overmoimtain peeps its head 
And tmiles to see its variegated bed.'' 

The Clwyd takes its rise at a place called Bronbannog Rock, in 
the hill country of Hiraethog, winds round the foot of Moelsefni, 
down a romantic, rich, and woody glen, jMst Meltn-wig, Glyn-mawr, 
Derwen, Nautclwyd, &c. Thence it meanders along its ovm pro- 
per Yale through Ruthin, receiving on its way to St. Asaph several 
tributary streams, as the Clywedog, liiweu, Wheeler, &c. Soon 
after it forms a confluence with the Elwy it becomes navigable at 
Rhuddlan, and falls into the sea at Foryd. 

On the cast, the Yale is bounded by a chain of hills, the natural 
barrier of this part of Wales, running north and south, the summit» 
of which command a very extensive view ; on the one side into Lan- 
cashire and Cheshire, and on the other of the interior Alpine country 
of Caernarvonshire and Merionethshire.'* On these hills are found 
no less than six ** primeval" encampments,, some of considerable size^ 
originally constructed by the Britons, but afterwards occupied by 
the Romans. Four or five years since, a party of antiquarian» 
commenced a series of " diggings,*' and found several stone arrow- 
heads, knives, and other instruments of the early Britons; and 
fragments of Roman Pottery, &c. Previously, a great number of 
gold and silver coins, bearing the inscription of the Roman empe- 
rors, Nero, Yespasian, &c., had been discovered upon these moun- 
tains. The chain of the Clwydian, or Yale Hills, culminates in the 
lofty Moel Yamma, crowned with the Jubilee Tower^ a building ia 
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the Egyptian style of architecture, raised in commemoration of George 
III. attaining the fiftieth of his reign. This conspicuous object 
stands at an elevation of n^rly 2,000 feet above the level of the sea* 
and is, in summer^ the favourite resort of pio-nic parties. 

These hills are composed of course argillaceous schist — of a lam- 
inated shattery nature, except in the northern part, wl\ere the 
limestone formation occurs. Numerous little riUs run down their 
aides. The river Alun rises here at a great elevation. They are nev- 
ertheless quite destitute of lakes, except Llyn Helyg^ and some 
diminutive sheets of water. A few red-grouse still remain on some 
parts. The eastern slope of this range is rich in minerals, lead, 
«Uver, &c. Some of these mines are of very ancient date, having 
been first worked by the Romans. 

The whole Yale lies on a sub-stratum of the new red-sandstone 
formation. The lower part of the town lies on this species of rock. 
The rest stands upon the ^shell-limestone," underlaid in some 
places* as along the banks of the Ystrad, with freestone of a greenish 
colour, such as that used in the erection oi the Burgess Tower. It is 
generally of a friable nature, but that lately got up at Galch-hill is of 
excellent quality, and of the old red-sandstone formation. We 
should expect to find coal somewhere under this rock. The Wenlock 
shale, of which the whole of the extensive range of the Hiraethog 
Hills, as well as the Alpine mountains of Carnarvon, are composed, 
reaches to within half-a-mile of the town. It is well known that no 
^late IB got from the eastern portion of this stratum, but a very excel- 
lent kind of flag-stone, which is much used for tomb-stones, mantle- 
pieces^ inkstands, printers' rolling-tables, &c. The minerals extracted 
from these hills are copper, lead, ochre, '* black-jack," &c. 

The Clwyd flows througji the middle of the Vale, at some miles' dis- 
tance, and being no wider, in this part of its course, than an ordinary 
canal, is invisible from Denbigh, except at certain seasons, when it 
overflows its banks, and inundates all the lower parts of the Yale^ 
forming a wide expanse of water of many miles in length, and making 
a magnificent picture, as seen from Denbigh Bowling Green. The 
Ystrad, one of its tributaries, runs some half-a-mile south of the 
Castle, down a romantic woody glen. There are a few small woollen 
manufactories on this copious stream, and several corn-mills. Three 
of the latter deserve, perhaps, more than a passing notice, from the 
fact of their being once chartered borough mills. One is still styled 
the Kin^9 Mill. Here, in tlie "good old days of protected trade," 
alias "monopoly," every burgess, or inhabitant of the borough, or 
2 k2 
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liberfiet, was compelled to grind bis com and other grain. Tfaia 
*' royal" mill, has nothing in itaelf to attract attention, aaye the 
antique character of its machinery, and its lake-like dam of placid 
crystal waters, reposing in the deep verdant bosom of a forest dingle. 

The first account of this mill, and that called Tstradf or. 3fe/iE 
Oanolt dates nearly six hundred years back, in Henry de Lacy's 
Charter, in which he stipulates that all burgesses residing within the 
Walls, should, for eyer, grind their com and malt in his Mills of 
Denbigh and Ystrad. — "Moudrouni lour hledi et lowr brees a nos 
Molins de Dynhieghe ei de Jstrei" And, strange as it may appear, 
to some of our readers, the great De Lacy actually kept a public 
bakehouse in this town. — "Et fumiront a noire eommun Jkme 
dedenjf meisme la vilie" 

The third was erected in the sixteenth century, in virtue of a grant, 
or license, which we subjoin just to gratify our antiquarian and 
learned readers.* All others will be satisfied with being told that the 
purport of the old document, when divested of its legal tautology, is 
simply this: that, on the 1 5th Day of February, in the 14 Blizabeth, 
(A.D. 1572,) the Most Noble Robert, Earl of Leicester, Baron of 
Denbigh, Knight of the Order of the Garter, and of the Order of St. 
Midiael, &c., granted to Hugh Rosindale, alias Lloyd, of the town 
&c., of Denbigh, gentleman, license to erect a water-mill on the river 
Ystrad, under Segroit Park, in the Commot of Ginmerch, &c., (on land 
previously granted to the latter,) in consideration of forty shillings 
per annum, which the said Hugh and his heirs, &c., should pay 
for ever ; one half at Michaelmas, and the rest on Lsdy Day ; or 
otherwise, be distrained for arrears, &c. And that the said Hugh 
Rosindale, hid heirs and assigns for ever, should be permitted to 
grind all manner of grain and *' bread-corn" for the burgesses of Den- 
bigh, and all other good people, without interruption, hindrance, or 
molestation, &c., and take reasonable toll, &c. ; and that he, and the 
public, should have permission to carry to and from the mill with 
horses, carts, &c. In testimony whereof the parties affixed their 
hands and seals, &c. The Latin reader needs to be told that **eok^* 
means the right of grinding, and " dampno*' toll, or indemnity. 

* *'MH SnbfntorE facta decimo quinto die ffebruarij Anno Regni d'ne 
n're Elizabethe Dei gr'a Anglie, ffrancie, et hib'nie Regine, Fidd Defensor, &o. 
decimo quarto. Inter prenobilem Robertem Comiiem Leieeaer, Sanmem d$ 
Denbigh atrnisq. Ordinis Gartherij et Sancti MichaeUs militem, Magnn. Eqoor. 
d'oo D'ne Rpgino, ac vnu. a Priuat. Concilio sui, ex nua p'te; £t Htigomm Ro^in* 
dak ai*9 Lioid de ViUa et Com. Denbigh generoM. ex altera p'te ; TBSTATua quod 
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Proceeding up the same stream we come to Gwaenynog Park. 

" It 18 not generally known that the great lexicographer, historian, 
and poet, Dr. Johnson, was a frequent visitor to the neighbourhood 
of Denbigh. He was an intimate friend of the late Col. Myddelton 
of Gwaenynog, and passed many happy days at his hospitable man- 
sion. In the park is a beautiful romantic glen, which the learned 
Doctor delighted to resort to in his meditative hours; nestled 
beneath shady and majestic woods, on the banks of the murmuring 
stream. In this happy nook, is a lovely cottage, which may be called 
Dr. Johnson's study, and where he frequently passed several days 



oam predict. Hugo Rodndale al's Lloid, per Chartem inde ei per prefatnm Com« 
item antehmc confoctam, habet ct tenet sibi et hered. suis ccrtas tcrr. et t«ne- 
ment. infnpareum de Segroid, infra Comotam de Kywmtrghe, in dnio. et Com. de 
Denbigh predict., prox adiaoen. ad qnendam gvrgita Rivulum et aqnam vocat. 
Astred, current, infra et per parcam predcm. Sciatis prefatum Comitem, pro diu- 
ertia canaia et oonsiderafonibns, eum special, moven. quantum in se est, dedisse et 
lioendam concessisse, ac per p'ntea pro se et hered. suis, quantum in se est, dare 
et licenciam concedere prefat. Uugoni Rosindale al's Lloid, et hered. suis, quod ip'o 
Hugo, hered., et assign, aui, et eor. quil't, vnam molendinu, aquaticum cum U 9ok9 
ti dampno,, eiusdom, ac om'ia alia ncccssar. que ad molendinu. predcm. p'tinent, 
■eu p'tinere potemit, de novo erigere, oonstraere, facere, odificare, tam de, in, et 
super predict, terr. predict Hugonis infra parcm. pred., quam in, et supera predict, 
gurgit. aquam et Rivulu. de Astred ibm. current, et existcn. possint, valeant, possit 
et valeat^ et de, ot in solo et fundo lUvuli de Astred predict. Et molendinu. illud 
sio ooostruct., fact, et ediiicat., habere, ettenere possit et possint, ac Iiabcat et teneat 
tSbi hered. et assign suis imppm., unacum omnibus libertatibus et liberis, consuetu- 
dinibus quibuscnq., que ad molendinu. aquaticum, et ad libertates et consuetudines 
predict, molendini. aquatici de iure spectabunt el pertinebunt, absq. p0rturba9one, 
impetifone, molesta^one, impediment, sen gravamine predict. Comit hered., assign., 
offic, sive ministror. suoru. quomcnq., aut eor. alicuius. Et predictus Comes, pro se et 
hered. suis, vult et concedit diet. Hugoni Roaindale al's Lloid, et hered. suis, quod 
postquam d'cus Hugo et hered sui molend'm predict, construxuerunt, fecerent, et 
ediiicauerunt, aut eor. aliquis oonstruxerit, facerit, ct edificauerit, mode et forma 
predict, qd. ex tunc idm. Hugo hered., assign, sui ea habeant et teneant, vel habere 
et tenere, possint et valeant, et eor. quil't possit et valeat ut molendinu, aquation. 
Et qd. ip'e, hered. et assign, sui de temp'e in tempus, dcm. molendinu. aquati* 
cum cum U 9oke et dampn., reedificare possint et valeant, possit et Taleat, tociens 
quodens, neoesse fuerit. Et qd. ipi. et eor. quil't, sive impediment. we\ interruptiono 
ip'ius prefat. Comites, hered, vel assign sucr. h'eant et teneant, habeat, teneat, gaudeat 
mdere etuti, possint et Taleant, possit et valeat sibi et hered. suis infra molendinu. il. 
Ind ric erect, construct, et edificat omnia et singula libertates, priuileg. et preheminen. 
que ad dcm. molendinu. aquaticum spectab'nt et p'tlneb'nt, vel spectare, ct per* 
tinere debeant. Pro qui quidem ooncessione et licenda per prefatnm Comitem, 
flidem Hugoni Rodndale al's Ltoid, mode et forma ut supra facta, idem Hugo pro so 
et hered. iuis, dedit et concessit, ac per p'ntes da^ concedit, eidem Comit Leioostcr, 
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together, and from whence he, doubtlesa, gave to the world much 



hered. et assign, suis vnum annualem reddit. Q!uadraghUa Soiid. per amm, ezem. 
deet in terr. et tenoment prcfat. Hagouis pred. ad festa Sancti Mich'ts Archangeli et 
Annuncia^onis Beate Marie Virginui p. equalea porfones annaatim aoloeiid, Et A 
contiogat predict, annualem reddiL Quadringta Solid, aretro fore, in p'te vel in toto^ 
post aliqnod festum fsstor. prod, in quo solui debeat tarn predict., Hugo Roeindala 
al'a Lloid, pro se et hored. suis, conueuit et ooncessit per p'ntcs qd. bene liceat et 
licebit prcfat Comit., hered. et assign, suis in predict, molendinu. aquaticum sie 
edificand. et in terr. et tenement, predict, intrare et distringere, et distri9Cone8 sic 
inde capt. asportare, effugare, et abducere, et penes retinere quousq. predict, an'nal. 
red. de Qoadraginta Solid, et arrcraij, (si qui fner.) sic plenar. aolut et aatitfiict. 
prima solufone inde incipiend. et faciend. ad illud festum festr. quod proziuM 
occederit k temp'e in quo molcndcuu predict erectu. et oonstructu. fuit. Bi 
vlieriua, prcd'cus Comes pro se et hored. suis licrnciam dedit et concessit predict 
Hugoui, hcrcil. et assign, suis qd ip'e llugoet hcrod. sui et cor. quil't per se tenent 
et miuistros suos ct eor. quomlibct, oumi tenijioroet de tempore in terapus, post edi- 
ficafo'em molendinu. predict., possint et valeant, possit et vaieat, lib'eet quietu^ absq. 
perturba^one vei interruptione ip'ius Comit,, hered., vel assign, suor. moler§ 
om'in'od grama eifrument. quecnq , tenet ei inhabitaVm Ville et Doming de Den- 
biff he, ac omnin. alior. quornq., tam infra liberates quam extra, apud molend. predict 
tic racionabil. toluet pro eisdem grana et frument. sic mulct, et molitur apud molen- 
dinu. illiid licito habere et cap'e ad cor. proprm. usum. Necnon. quod temp'e et 
tempus impostern., bene liceat et licebit tam omnibus et singulis firmar. tenent et 
alijs occupator., et inhabitautibus et eor. cuilibet Dnij predict, et alijs quibuacnq., 
tam infra libertat. quam extra, qui modo fiiit et impostern. orunt, quam prefat. Ua- 
jgoni hered. et assign, et alijs ministris suis eor. granu. et firument ac eor. cuiuslibet 
ad molenduiu. predict , molere et quornq. modo afferre et attuli et molitur. facere^ 
ac ea om'ia grana et frument. sic affert. aut afferri molitur, ad et ab molendinu, pre- 
dcm. per se oquos ct caruces suos, ct cor. cuiuslibotp seu alitor, aflerr. et attulere absq. 
perturbafone, impetif one, molestafone, impediment, slue gravamine piedict Comit 
hered. assign., offic., et ministror. suor. quorunoq., aut alicniiis eor. In cujue rei 
testimoniu. vni vero p'ti, huius Indentur. penes prefatum llugonem Bosindale al's 
Lloid reman, prefntus Comes Sigillum suum ad urma apposuit, alter vero p'ti, eiuadcm 
Indenturo penes prefatum Comitem remanen. prefatus Hugo Rosindale al's lioid 
dgillum suu. apposuit. Dat Die et Anno snprascript 



We also give a /ac- 
9imile of the great 
earl's beautiful auto- 
graph. 
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that is now read with deSght. Hia chair and table grace the cottage 
to this day, and over the door are inscribed the following beautiful 
lines, which may fairly be ascribed to the Doctor* s own pen : — 

' Around this homely Cot, this humble Shod, — 
If Health, if Corapetonce, and Virtue tread ; 
Though no proud Column grace the gaudy Door, 
"^^here sculptured Elegance parades it o'er. 
Nor Pomp without, nor Pageantry within. 
Nor splendid Show, nor Ornament Is seen ; 
The Swain shall look with Pity on the Great, 
Nor barter Quiet for a King's EsUte/ 

17G8. 

Upon the death of Johnson, in 1784, Col. Myddelton, caused a 
monument to be erected upon the spot." It is an urn, resting upou a 
square pedestal of freestone, protected by a clumsy wooden railing of 
a yery unsightly appearance. Two sides of the square have tlie 
following inscription, probably from the pen of his fnend Col. 
Myddelton, or the Rev. Robt. Myddelton, then Rector of Denbigli, the 
colonel's brother. — 

SAMUEL JOHNSON 

Obiit XIII die Deccmbris, 

Anno Domini 

MDCCLXXXIV, 

iETATIS LXXV. 



This Spot 

was often dignified 

by the Presence of Samuel Johnson 

L. L. D. 

Whose moral Writings exactly conformable 

to the Precepts of Christianity 

give Ardour to Virtue 

and 
Confidence to Truth. 



Drawing the eye homeward, the most conspicuous object on our 
right, and immediately beneath the view, is the North Wales Lunatic 
Asylum, one of the finest and largest buildings in this part of the 
kingdom, of which we shall speak ngain, when we come to Public 
Imtitutians, Then comes Ystrad Hall*, and Glanywem on the eastern 

*Ystrad is a very andent manor. Here is an old fann-hoose still called " Y Llys" 
iki Court, De Lacy gave parcels of land to his followers, Adam and John da 
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bank of the Clwyd, mentioned in Chap. XX. That remarkable pile 
of brick buildings, embosomed in the woods, on the bottom of the 
Yale, in the foreground of the Pass of Bodfary, is the present mod- 
est representative of the ancient Palace of Lleweny, of which we have 
spoken so much in foregoing chapters. On the north side of the 
pass, stands the conspicuous white tower of Bodfary Church, and at 
the top of the same pass we see Caerwys, an ancient borough, and a 
Roman city,* now reduced to insignifioence, or noted only for its 



Swynemore, Henry Wyso, Richard Duckworth, Richard EodeshaU, and Walter 
Fitzeglin, in '*Astrat Canon". 

A subscriber seeing our notioe of the Myddelton Family, in Part IV, has 
been induced to inform us that he is in possession of a Will of a Robert Myddle- 
ton of Astratt, county of Denbigh, dated as early as January, 1566, in which the 
testator, after disposing of certain property to his sons Simon and Maurice, &c., 
leayes, according to the true meaning of the last will and teiiament of his 
deceased brother John — to his nephew and nieces — John, Piers, Maigaret and 
Luce, the estates on which he lived, commonly then called the Manor of Astratt ; 
also, sundry legacies — one to his nephew, Game Challoner ; others to John Hea« 

ton, Morrys ap , &c„ &c. The executors are John Myddelton, Ffoulke 

Myddelton, Piers Holland; the overseers, to see due performance, the Right Wor- 
shipful Sir John Salusbury, and Simon Thelwall, Esq. The estate of Astratt, it 
seems, about three-fourths of a century later than the date of this wiU, in the 
reign of King Charlus, passed away from the Myddelton family by the marriage of 
Margaret, daughter of Robert Myddelton, with John Maurice, Esq., of KeUiniog, 
county of Angleseaj and with this family it remained for some generations, they 
having intermarried with the Lloyds of Segroit — the Lloyds of Brynlluarth, &c. 
Eventually it passed, by marriage, to the Conways (a branch of a iamily long settled 
in the neighbourhood of Ruthin, one of whom, about the middle of the last century, 
resided at Cotton Hall, near Denbigh,) and with them continued for several gene- 
rations — iiU sold, early this century, by the late John Maurice Conway, Esq., son 
of a previous John Maurice Conway, High Sheriff for Angleaea, 1 796, by his wife 
Mary daughter of John Salusbury, of Brynybarcut, county of Denbigh, Esquire. 
John Maurice was high sheriff for Anglesea, 1710, Robert Maurice was high 
sheriff for Anglesea, 1727, and for Denbighshire, 1729. 

The estate passed by purchase through the hands of David Mason, Esq., to its 
present proprietor, Thomas Hughesi, Esq., the High Steward of the Lordship of 
Denbigh. ^ 

Ystrad Isaf is the seat of R. Lifton Wynne, Esq. 

* The Welsh prefix eaer, is synonymous with Chester, easier, and the Latin 
eattra, and is generally, if not always connected with something Romatt, as in Caer- 
lleon, Caernarvon, Cacrgwrle, Caerbu?, &c., just as din indicates plar4>s of Ancient 
British origin, as Dinlle, Dindaethwy, Dinmacl, Dinmeirchion, Dinbych, &c. So 
Mm, a causeway; 'siryd, a street ; pa/man/, a pavement; and, in our opinion, yttradt 
from the Latin 9traia (see page 6) are terms often applied to those ancient roade. 
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catUe fairs. The Roman road, from Deva to Conoyium, probably ran 
this way. Many fatile endeavours have lately been made to trnce 
out tbia ancient road, which we may suppose to wind from one military 
station or out-post to another — probably with loop-lines. 



Since it is not at all impossible tbat those of our readers who are fond of making 
tonrs of discovery, and of taking antiqnarian ramble^, may feel "a cariosity" for 
tracing ont'^tbis long lost " track of tbe Caesars/' we may as well, trbile tbe rye 
rests on the old red tower of Caerwys Cbnrch, throw oat saeh conjectnres and 
Boggestiona as may aid them in the research. 

Bat we should preface tbat the road we are enqofaing for is the continuation of 
the great Wailing itreet, from Chester to Caemarron. This road was, it is believed, 
in existence long before the Roman Invasion, and called "fbrd Withelin" J^ordd 
Wyddelin, the Irish Road ; Watting being a corruption of Wgddetin, or Gueth' 
eling. Probably no Ancient British road, even the highway to London, was ori- 
ginally more than a foot-path that gradoally widened itself into a track for pack- 
horses, which was improved by Roman military engineers, and left to be prefected 
by the science of modem ages. Camden derives Wattimg from Viteltian, 

Judging from discoveries of Roman remains, names of places, &c., we should 
look for indications of this "hidden path*' somewhere in the neigbboorhood of the 
following localities : Chetter — Dodlnton, an old Roman camp — Toum-Diieh'^ 
Caerettgn, or Caergwrle, {Caergawrteng, the camp of the Giant Legionj i. e. 
XXth) — Croef'itreei — Sam- Adda, Adam's causeway — Nerquis — Bagley Hilt, 
Mold, i. e. balium hiW-^ Sam-galed, the hard or stone canaemtLj'^Pen-y'ffordd, 
road head — Caetfallweh, the Camp of Volaz? — Croa Street — Moel^y-gaer, 
camp hill — MoeUy^erio — Liswn — ^ordd-faen, stone road — Caerwye, said to 
be a corruption of Caer- Varie, thedty of Varis, "which Antonine the Emperor placeth 
ninteene miles from Conovium." The streets cross each other at right angles, *as 
those of Roman cities generally do. To the north are several tumuli and camps. 

" Bod/ari, tbat is," says Camden, who examined the grottnd personally, "the mon- 
sion of Vari, and the next little hill hard by, which the inhabitants thereabout com< 
monly call Moyt y Gaer, that is, the mountain of the city, sheweth the footing^ 
of a city indeed that hath been destroyed. What the name should signifie it ap- 
peareth not. I, fur my part, have beene of opinion, elsewhere, that FoHa, in the 
old British language, signifled a passage, and, accordingly, have interpreted these 
words Ihimovaria and hantutvaria, the passage of a water, and the passage of 
Jtanna, And for this opinion of mine maketh well the situation of Varie in that 
place where only there lyeth open an easie passage betwixt the hilles.f' The old 
word meant by Camden may have been the parent root of ferry, which 
means " the passage of a water," originally v^ford. The Romans erected bat very 
few bridges ; they mostly oonstrnctedybrdt, over sach rivers. These fords were 
impassable in times of flood, except by means of barges or boats. Hence there 
wrre /errie§ over rivers that were not really navigable. This would here be tbe ease 
originally with tlie Clwyd, which sometimes overflows all its lower valley. 

Again, porta signifies a nsirow defile between hills, and Bodfari, in old times 
written Poffari, may, possibly, be a corruption of Porifari, the only pass between 
the mountains opening into Uie Vale^ adjacent to tbe ford or feiry over the united 

2 L 
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On tbe hill side, north of Bodfary, we see DTmeirchion, IMn- 
meirdiion, Tremeirchion, or Tref-y-meirchion, belieTed to be bo called 
from the Roman cavalry haying been once located here. The legion 
which occupied these parta was the Xth.» sometimes styled ''the 



waten of the Cliryd and Wheebr. A bridge eiisted heve from s raj enrly 
period. Poni R^ffifn is mentioned in Henry de Leoy's Charter, which dates nearly 
600 years back. It is, probably, called Pontr^k, from tbe fiict of its havfaig been 
built by one of tlie three Or{j^th* t GriflSEth-ap-LIewelyn, who resided mostly at 
Rhaddkm, and reigned from 1037 to 1064 ; Ghriffith-ap-Cbnon, who reigned fromr 
1073 to 1137. or Griffith-ap-LlewelyD, alias Goch, fritber of Datid, Lord of 
Denbigh. An original bridge may have been eaHedPbuf/ar^ cither from m 
Boman general, Vanu, or otherwise. 

Two sepiddind nms were, sometime back, exhmned near Pontriffith, but after* 
wards rsplaoed in thehr original repository. 

It is weB-known that the andent Britons encamped on the highest esBiheBoos^ 
whereas the Romans stationed themaelTes in valleys, on the gentle slope of some 
river's bank. But in this covntry the latter very frequently took pos se s s ion of the 
lofty positkms of the former. These elevated posts were originally called dbum, or 
daws, but after their ooonpatkxi l^ the Romans, ea«rati, from the Latin ctutra. 
The Romans likewise furnished themselves with both summer and winter quarters, 
the former on tome hill commanding a northern aspect; and tbe latter down in wann 
shelteied vslleys or plains^ 

We have been informed by oeditabTe individuals that they have, after a lonf 
summer drought, often seen the tract of the old Roman road crossbgthe meadow* 
bek>w Bodftvy in the <firection of Denbigh — the road travelled by the Empe^ 
ror Antonine ^ A gentfeman who lately surveyed the grouid informs us that ao 
ancient road evident^ ran through the present garden of Pontriffith Hall, and that 
the late eminent Aneurin Owen, Esq., eiqMeised to him his opinion that that wa» 
a traee of the site of tbe Roman camp. Most probid>Iy the andent Roman 
station was somewhere in the neighbourhood of Pontriffith or Lkweny, and that th» 
road went round by Kilford, C^f»r^» Ttfrmd, eud 8egrwj^d—Wii over the Gretm, 

The presumptive traces of its course now become frunter, which may be 
accounted for from tlie fact that the whole traet of country lying between the Clwyd 
and the Conway was. In the time of the Romans^ either waste desert or dense forest. 
Still there are " locsl names" whidi ms^y not, peradventure, lead ezplorerv very fir 
astray, as, Legtr^ a name that soundsybrsifpu to a Wdsh ear — then a remarkable 
tumulus on the old road from Denbigh to Lknsannao, unaccountably eallod J2o* 
ftm Jio0d'* Qr&9e^Hw{f&rdd — Hoiham — Lly$ ^frtf - ft^irt y ddmmcn, the 
plain of tlie tumulus— Jtfbs/-C4iltot, perhaps eadau, the hill of battalions — C^fk' 
y'Catiett, were no easth now stands — Oaerfaban, Fabian's camp ? — not from Ma^ 

an, a WeUh female name— JVaaNy-rAa^faie, the proconsul's ravine er py ts 

CserAtm, the andent Conovium. 

All the places mentioned could not be on the line of road, but many must have 
been out-posts in its vicinity. We are strongly indined to think that the Roman 
road ran through Lbngemiew. On the south of that village, at a place called 
Hcndre-ddu, until latdy stood a tumulus, in opening which several tombs, eiit* 
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Antonian AaguBtaa Legion/' which was considered one of the foreign 
legions, becaase it was not originally composed of Roman citizens, but 
of Tolanteers from states that were tributary to the empire — cliiefly 
Germans and Qanls. And it is very remarkable that the same legion. 



vebii, sepvlchral wnt, and fragments of Roman pottery were diaooTered, On tke 
top of a high kill, called Moel-Peatre'rwern, is a small watch-post Again, below 
the yOlage^ on the road towards Gellbdyg, in the dizeotion of Conorium, at a 
place called Hendre-lsa', stands a large unopened tnmnlns, almost as remarkable 
a one as Tommen-j-Bala. 

The following oommnnication comes from the pen of a gendemaa who has 
taken oonsidcrable interest in sneh antiquarian researches :-— 

" Hie course of the Roman road is involved in great mystery. It took, I think, a 
pretty direct coarse. That marked ont by yon would be too dreuitous for the dis- 
tance given in Antonine's Itinerary, but, perhaps the names which you mention 
are worth recording as places through which Roman roads are likely to have passed. 
The route from Chester to Carnarvon is given in Antonine's 11th joumoy. It 
states the total distance to be 83 mile^, but the distances between the diiTerent 
stations on the route wffl not, when added together, make 83 miles. They are 
stated to be from Carnarvon (Segontium) — 

to Conovium XXIV miles 

from Conovium to Taris XIX „ 

„ Taris to Chester XXXII „ 

Ibtal LXXV. „ 

It has therefore been ooigectnred tiiat one X too many has been inserted in wri- 
ing the total distance, and that another X shonld be dianged fora Vj thus nuklttg 
the total diaUnoe LXVIII miles, (Yid. B^neUy** Britamnim Rommna p, p. 
455»-6.) The same writer would also make the dlstanoe between Varis and Cono* 
vium XXI miles, instead of XIX miles. I myself am disposed to think that 
this curtaila the distance too much, and that if one X only be cast out of the total 
distance it will he neater the truth, vis.* LXXIII miles. The course of the road 
«t present can be merely co^feetural. No due that I am aware of has ever been 
obtained to U. If the station Taris can really be lirand in the PontryH^dd meadowy, 
and the bearing of the road from thence made out, some light may be thrown upon 
the subject. I am disposed to think that it took one of three routes : Vini^ftom 
Chester by Hawarden (in Dmi$9day Book *' Baordim^," U e. Caerdin) to Northop, 
over HaUdn Mountain to Haes-Mynan, Pontryffydd, Denbigh, Ilenllan, Uany- 
ffdd, Bettws to Conwmy. This was the mail-coach road to Ireland in 1720. 
Seconif— (tester to Broughton, Buckl^,. Mold, by Moel Fenlli, up the Tale to 
Bodfrffi, or rather Pontryl^dd. Ldif/y^from Chester, by Baton, across some 
Aelds stQl callod the Strettons, to Pulford, Rossett, Cam-yr-Alyn, over (he hill to 
Caergwrle, Mold, by Moel Arthur to Pontryffydd. But which is the most probable 
I cannot say, the first and last I think more probable than the second, for Salt- 
ney, then no doubt a salt marsh, would have presented great difficulties in making 
a road to Buckley. Still it seems the most natural route. I am almoet afraid the 
third route would present a distance between Chester and Taris somewhat ezoeedittg 

2l2 
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or detAcbment of it^ senred under Titus at the Siege of Jerusalem* 
One of its brigades was called Gemella, Gemina, or the TV^in^, -because 
it WAS compounded of ttoOf and had a double compliment of men, 
Tiiere were, in the time of Antoninus, five legions in this country, be- 
sides auxiliaries, making a total of about 73,000 foot, and 1,300 horse. 
Eiich garrison consisted of some 400 efifective soldiers. 

The Romans farmed the Yale of Clwyd, and first introduced Italian 
wheat, but did not know how to make butter, until they were taught 
by the Welsh. Whitaker, in his History of Manchester, gravely gives 
them also credit for having, not only first imported into Britain 
many domestic and wild animals, and fowl, but even of having first 
introduced into this country the cuckoo and other birds of passage ! 
Tradition also attributes to the industry of the Romans those 
ploughed ridges and /urrows which we trace upon the highest tops 
of these hills, far above the present line of cultivation. 

North of Tremeirchion stands a large pile of buildings — the Roman 
Catholic College of St. Beuno, a theological school of Stonyhnrst, and 
a monastic institution of the Order of Jesuits. The college chapel 
is open to the public. The situation is most delightful, overlooking 
a landscape of almost unequalled extent, unrivalled richness, and re- 
splendent grandeur, bounded on one side by " the cloud-capt*' pina- 
cles of the " Arvonian Alps," and on the other by the blue expanse of 
the distant ocean. 

Denbigh Green, which extended from the Abbey Fields almost as 
far as Trefnant on the one side, and the Forest of Lleweny on the 
other, was one common, until enclosed by Act of Parliament, in 1807. 
Here, within the memory of some of our senior readers, the Denbigh 
Races were held for three days annually in autumn. These were the re- 
sort of thousands from all parts, and long enjoyed a " fair shaiV^ of 
the patronage usuaUy bestowed upon ** the turf" by profligate sports- 
men, ladies of questionable virtue, and gentlemen of "flashy" reputa- 
tion ; professional trainers of fighting-cocks, drilled jockeys, and other 

that given by Antonine, though not by much. All that can be said of the first 
route is, that it ia the known old line of road in use for conveyance of 
the Irish mails in 1720 (Vid. OffUoie's Road Book, p. 57, Edition 1720), and 
perhaps long before and after that time^ and that it passes several fortifications, 
Haordine, Moel-j-gaer, (q. Is this the original Caerfallwch ?) near Moel Crio, 
Denbigh, or rather Cledfryn-jn-Rhos, and Mynydd>y-Gaer, (Llannyfydd,) but I 
never heard of Roman remains being found along any part of this route. There is 
every reason to think that there was another line of road along the coast from 
Chester as far as Flint, at least. This was their mineral line for transport of lead^ 
^c, procured along the coast" — FT. W^Hmi jybulkei. 
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cliaracten of 'Might weight ;" with the usual supernumerary staff of 
profane ballad-singers, strolling musicians, interlude-players, clowns, 
and other poor wretches who eke out a sorry existence by making the 
rest of the world merry ; the programme concluding with a grand 
exhibition of debauchery, and blood-spilling affrays. Such were tho 
Denbigh Races, and wJio can say that they were out of character, 
when they were effectually denounced by " Charles of Bala" from the 
pulpit of the old Abbey ? 

Once more, let us conceive ourselves to be standing upon the ram- 
part wall of this Royal Bowling Green, and taking a glance at the 
scenery before us, on a serene autumn evening, just as the setting sun, 
robed in a long vapoury train of imperial purple, descends "in stately 
mnjesty*' into the shady chambers of night, leaving the landscape to 
repose under the deep blue glassy canopy of the sky, tinging the lofty 
crests of the Clwydian Hills with his parting rays, and casting a 
blushing smile upon every golden corn-field, flowery meadow, stately 
mansion, woody park, peaceful village, thriving homestead, and lovely 
cot, and say where you can find scenery to rival it, or anything more 
calculated to inspire the mind with poetical and devout emotions. 

William the Conquerer gave all this country to Hugh Lupus, in 
farm, at jS40 a-year — a very reasonable rent, but a precarious tenure. 

On a clear day, a glimpse of the sea may be caught from the top of 
the artificial mount in the Bowling Green. 

The white owl, a rather rare bird, has, for years, frequented that 
part of the Castle which adjoins the Bowling Green, and may be 
seen any fine evening, at dusk, sweeping round the ruin in search of 
its prey, as the poet beautifully expresses it, — 

♦ * • *« The trhite owl flicB 

In circling sweeps around thy time-worn breast, 

The hum of life upon the landscape dies. 

And I, in ivy'd shroud, most sink to rest." — W, Owen. 

The "ladies' dubs*' hold an annual open-air ball on the Green 
on Whit-Tuesday, and the Vale of Clw^d Horticultural Society its 
Exhibition in Autumn. 

None but members are admitted during " Green hours," on "Green 
days ;" but, at all other times, the keeper is allowed to show the Green, 
and to take such gratuities as visitors may of their liberality offer, in 
consideration of his service. 

On leaving the Bowling Green we go down to the ancient Chapel 
of the GarriBon. 



272 ANCIENT AND IfOOKEN OSNDIGB. 



CHAPTER XXXL 



ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDINGS.— ST. HILART^S CHAPEL, 



Now used as a parish cliurcb, is a very old structure, with few 
architectural pretentions, standing within the Town Walls. It is a 
double-aisled church, with a very large chancel. The northern aisle 
is much more modem than the southern, and of a totally different 
style. It would appear that the original north aisle fell, about two 
centuries ago, owing, perhaps, to the bad foundation. The present 
aisle was lately found to be in alike danger and buttresses were 
built to support it. In old time, the corporation had almost the 
entire management of parochial affairs, hence we find the following 
order of the Court of Convocation, dated 1 9th May, 21 Charles II, 
1670, among the borough records: "Ffor as much as St. Hillaryes 
Ghappell, lately fallen down, being within the said town of Denbigh, 
iremaynes vnrepaired, and the benevolent moneys, or voluntary con- 
tribu9on of the inhabitants of the said town, and other well-disposed 
persons, appcares short to defray and dischardge the cliardge ot repair- 
ing the same Ghappell. It is, therefore, ordered by this Courte, that a 
ley or tax of hX£ be imposed vpon the Inhabitants & landhold^ of 
the sd town & jiish of Denbigh for the repara9on of the s^ Ghappell, 
and that the same be taxed and assessed by Humphrey Haward, & John 
Hughes, gents., bayliefes ; Jo^ Eves, Thomas Roberts, gents., Thomas 
Shaw, glov', & Owen Lloyd, mercer. And, in case any jpson or 
jpsons soe by them chardged refuse to pay his or their j)por9on, to 
distreyne for the same. Gesso" bring in the assessm^* & the said 
Tho. Shaw & Owen Lloyd, being Churchwardens, bring in, like- 
wise, their accompts, all their receipts, & disbursem^ to this table, 
vpon the 27th day of this instant moneth of May." 

"The extracts put in and assessed by y* Bayliefes, & Churchwardens 
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Jn. Even & ThoniAS Roberto, are allowed and approved of. It ia now 
ordered that the same be leavyed and collected by the Church- 
wardens and Sidesmen, to be assisted by the Constables of the 0^ 
town." 

This Early English edifice, which has been so studiously barbarized 
by modem in^rovementi, is probably co^yai with the Castle. Leland, 
who yisited Denbigh upwards of 300 years ago, remarks, *' There is a 
goodlye and large chappelle in the Old Toume — of St. Hillarie, whither 
most of the New Toume do yett cumms." 

The windows and doorway of the northern aisle are of the style 
peculiar to Puritan times-^the circular arch, devoid of all ornament 
in the shape of raullions or tracery, Gothic architecture being then 
avoided as a remnant of popery ; the mulUons in the windows of the 
southern aisle appear to have been chiselled out under tliis impres- 
sion. A row of octagonal columns, terminating with similar pilasters 
at each extremity, support the roof and divide the aisles. The high 
pews make these rather massive columns, and the circular arches 
which span their capitals, appear heavier tlian they otherwise would, 
and quite spoil their architectural effect. The pointed arch, with its 
small postern arch on each side, leading from the nave to the chancel, 
is very lofty, with good wave moulding, and would be decidedly 
handsome if the rest of the building were in keeping. The windows 
in the older portions of the edifice are of the '* Pointed" style, with one 
small trefoiled light ; but even the great eastern window is a specimen 
of the wretched taste of some improvers. The Communion table is 
very beautiful, and elaborately carved, bearing date 1628. Upon the 
underside is inscribed, "JOHN : ROGERES : AM : GWNATH : Y :*' 
J. R. made me. This Rogers was a celebrntcd local carver of that age. 
The date on the font is 1 662. Several human skeletons were found, 
some years since, buried under the south and cross aisles, and one built 
up in the solid wall of the chancel, near a small mullioned window 
once looking south, but now blocked up. The scull and other bones 
are preserved in one of the eastern towers on the Town Walls, within 
the grounds of the Castle House. On the front of the gallery is the 
inscription, " The above Organ was liberally given to this Parish by 
the Right Hon^i* Vise* Kirkwall, Member of Parliament for this 
Borough, in the year 1813." The oldest pew bears date 1597, and 
I.D., probably the initials of Alderman John Dryhurst, who died in 
1626, as appears from the inscription on a broken slab at Whit- 
church, — '* Here Ueih John Drihurst, 1626." This gentleman and 
Sir Hugh Myddelton were the first Aldermen under the charter of 
Elizabeth, and were instrumental in obtaining that privilege for the 
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borougli. Other membera of tbe family held the same high office.^- 
Thomas Dryhurst in 1605; Richard Dryhurat in IG25, and Hugh 
Dryhurat in 1630 ; Jane Drihurat woa mother to Sir Hugh Myddel- 
ton. See list of Common Couneilmen. The great chandelier, in the 
chancel, beara the inscription ~" The Gift of Mrs. Anne Moreton. 
John Thoma.s Chester, fecit 1753." On a tablet on the south wall 
of the chancel appear, 

Slje nantrs of qe Sriirfartors to vfi t^nmn of Drohigli. 

1, Mr. Uichard Cloagh, sometimes Factor to y« renowned Qaeen Elizdbeth, 
bequeathed 200 pound towardi ye maintenanoe of a Free Grammer School, w^ 
was lost by y iniquity of those dayes. 

2, Mr. Charles Myddelton, sometimes aldor^ of y* Toime, left 60/, y Tse ther«- 
of yearly to y Poor at Xmas. 

3, Mr. Robert Myddelton, Citisen & Skinner of London, left 2001. — Forty 
pounds a Piece to 5 Companyes, (viz.») Marcers, Hammermen, Glovors, Shoemakers, 
and Weauers, at 12<i. p. pound Interest, wcl^ is to provide, every Saturday evening, 
in St. Hillary Cbappell in white bread for 15 Poor old women, two pence or three a 
piece for ever. 

4, Mr. Edward Prichard, stater's son to y said Robt. Myddelton, 20/., y vse 
thereof to y Poor at Xmas. 

ft, John Tuder bequeathed 30/., the vse thereof to y poor at Christmas for ever. 

6, Mr. William Myddelton, sometimes Aldern of y« Town, 100/., at 5/., interest 
towards a Catechism lecturo. 

7, Mr. William Merton, Sometimes Alderman of y« Town, 30/. at full vse, to be 
divided amongst decayed Burgessis for ever, and one large Bible to Whit-Church. 

8, Mr. John Iklyddelton, Tanner, 60/., y« vse to be divided amongst 24 decayed 
Burgessis, (Vijr. J 4«. a piece. 

9, Sir Hugh Myddelton, bamt, sometimes Alderman of y* Town, one largo 
Silver Bowie. 

10, David Lloyd ab Evan left 40t., yearly, (wcl>) are now paid according to Us 
Will to A poor Woemen every qter. 

1 1 , Mrs. Lucie Myvod 5 pound, the Use thereof to the poor of Denbigh for evor. 

12, Hugh Lloyd Rosindale, Bsqc, 6«. & 8</. per Annum to the poor of Den- 
bigh for ever. 

13, Sr Thomas Sidusbury, Baronet, 100/., y vsetherof in 'Whitebread erery 
Sunday, at Wtchuroh, w^h are paid. 

14, The Lady Myddelton 40 shillings yearly to 40 poor woemen for evor. 

15, Mr. William Myddelton, Sometimes Alderman of y> Town, i Silver Bowie 
to the company of Marcers. 

16, Mr. Robert Morgan, Citisen of London, ye Founder of one Evening' Exer- 
cise, bequeathed as Followeth, (tfig.J 100/., ye interest thereof to provide 3 Dozen 
whitebread every Sunday in y ChappcU. 50/., ye vse to bo given every Good Fryday. 
60/,. to young beginners of Treadoamen every three years, by 3/., or 5/., a piece, at 
2d. p pound interest, to be paid some Divine for a Sermon Easterday Evening, and 
likewise, in default of issue, Two Tenements to maintaine a Grammer School foe 
«ver. 
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17, 8* Thomu Mydddton b«ttow9d two Siher Mue to tlio Bnnoiigli of Den- 
bigh. 

18, Madam Umda Lloyd left y^ TSe of 15/. to the poor of Denbigh at Whitsan- 
tide for erer. 

1 9, 20, Sr John Trevor, Kt., Speaker of y« hoose of Commons and master of ye 
Rowles, 1685, Gaye to the Poor of the Gofporatkm of Denbigh 10/. j and 10/. more 
to them in the year of onr Lord 1686. 

21, Thomas Shaw, Glover, left by his last Will 10 ShilL yearly, to the poor 
issneing out of y« Meadow EliTsrie. 

22, Margery Roberts bequeathed to the poor of Denbigh the Use of 6 pounds 
for over* 

23, Rice Jones, Apothecary, left to ye poor of Denbigh ye Use of 10/., wh» 
died an Alederman of y« Town, 1687. 

24, WHliam Wynne, Esq'** bestowed to large Common prayer Books, to ye 
Use of y« Aldermen and Bayliefes of ye town. 

25, Mntton Davics, Uanneredi, Esq'*> left 5/. pd by his son* Robt. Davies, to 
Mr. Roberts wb Rector of Denbigh. 

26, Evan Shaw, Glover, left ye poor iO shillings yearly for ever, issneing ont of 
Til yn y Mmant 

27, Mrs. Catharine Qoagh left 20/. to the poor of Denbigli, y« Jnterest thereof 
yearly to be distributed at Christmas between 24 poor people by I2d, a-pieoe, wch 
has been paid accordingly, and secured. 

28, Alice Beswick (Alias Eves) left 6/. paid by her Exeeufer Tho. Robts. 
Butcher to y« Aiders and Bayleifes in 1700. 

29, Mrs. Elisabeth y« ReUot of Robt Lloyd, Gent, left iO/. y« hiterest to be 
distributed by y« Wardens at Christmas. 

30, The Lady Salusbury, late of Lleweny, bequeathed to the poor of Denbigh 10/. 
to be laid out at interest 

31, John Roberts of Denbigh, Gent, left to j* poor of Denbigh 6/., y Use of 
ye same to them for ever. 

82, Mr. David Williams Gavo 1 2s. jssueing of his lands in LIsngum, yeaily to 1 2 
F* people in Wt bread eu'y month for ever. 

83, Mrs. Margery Salusbury of Llandymog gavo 5/., y Jnterest thereof to»y» 
poor of y« parish for ever. 

84, John Myddelton of Chirk Castel« Esqr«> Gave 4 large Common Ftayers lor ye- 
use of ye Alders and Baylefes. 

85, Mr. Foulke Fletcher gavoto ye Company of Glovers 1 Silver Bowie hi tha 
year 1671. 

86, John Roberts, Masen Gave 5/., ye hiterest thersof to y« Poor of Denbigli 
yearly For ever. 

37, Jane Evans of Lovelane^ Splnsl^i Left by will 30/., the interest to be pajd 
to y Poor of Denbigh. 

- 88, John Thomas of London, Glover, left the Oflioera of Denbigh, 100/. to y 
Tie of ye Poor For ever. 

HUGH PRICE, WILLUM HILLDFTCH, ChurchTrwdeue, 1720. 

To these Bector Myddelton, in 1781, added two large gUyer flag* 
ona for lacramental me. But benefaetiona to thia andent hpna^ of 

21. 
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God have been sa few and rare — acta of piety ao aingotar in their per- 
fonnance that a sort of monumental tablet has been here fixed up 
to commemorate the presentation of these two ffiigons — not, we pre- 
sume, aa a panegyric upon the dead, but rather as a satire upon th» 
fiying. Indeed, when we consider that the body corporate worahip- 
ped at this fdtar for mora than 500 years — ^until religion ceased to 
form a part of England's municipal polity, we cannot help express- 
ing our astonishment that no embenishment of the sanetuary — not 
even a painted window, bespeaks the piety or liberality of any of our 
bygone local worthiea, or defunct worshipfnls* 

Tet, incredible aa it may appear, thousandb of pounds ha?re, in 
the course of the last century and a half, been expended upon thi» 
** nmple** fabric by jobbing churchwardens, — men of every craft and 
mystery, especially skilful artificers in mortar, and cunning worker* 
in wood and iron, who, ignorant of the laws* of architecture, ][Nractised 
their art in endeayouring to couTert a sombre Gothic structure into* 
a light Italian edifice^ the sons of Vulcan demdiahing eyen the mul- 
lions and tracery of the windows to make room for iron gratingaf 

In one year, we find that a diasenting preacher was paid J6229 
19a. 5d. for latha and wood-work for ceiling T 
Thua thia ancient pile haa become 

•♦ jji discord r 

Hannooy not midentood.'' 

Crtin it is a rery comfortable old place df worship. 

The chancel measures internally 43| feet by 23} feet. The inter- 
na) £menaiona of the nave are 72 feet by 25 feet. The north aisl# 
is of equal length, but 7 feet narrower. 

The pulpit and rea£ng-desk, aa weU aa the altar railinga, are the de« 
aign and workmanahip of a Hugh Jonea of Brookhouse. The former 
waa erected in 1758, at an expenae of j620, and the latter in 1760. 
But the pulpit waa remodefled and removed in 1827 for j826 Sa. I 

A handsome bkck oak rood-screen once ran across the chancel.^ 
The lower portion only remains ; the upper part having been aacrificed 
to the ignorance of aome Yandal official. 

The coyer of the communion table, or altar-cloth, is i^ piece of m 
beautiftil donel or dotur woyen in coloura which are still bright, with 
the words, *' ;S|pe« mem m Deo est, 1530," — ^my hope is in God. Th^ 
reader will underatand that theae ** doeeerif* were moatly textile imi- 
tationa of tapeatry with which chancel walla were *'hun{^' in ancient 
timea. They were also used, in some cases, as curtaina for rood-* 
aoreena, carrying with them the *'idea'* of the *Weil ef the temple/'' 
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The one in qnestion was broogbt from Wtdtckurch^ and is said to 
bare been rescnedt wben quite new, from tbe spoils of the Abbey at 
the Dis8(^ution. 

Bxtemally, "tbe position of tbis eburcb, on ground sloping rapidly 
to tbe east, gi?es it a rerj singular effect." — Tke Arehaohgieitl 
Saeietf^i Report^ 1854. The south windows of the chancel, now 
blocked up, were remarkably diminutiTe, and placed rery high in the 
wall. The priest* s door, opening on this side, retains its pristine de- 
sign. The masonry in ibis part of the edifice, especially the north 
wall, is of that solid character which bespeaks an era coeval with the 
building of the Castle. There was once a door — ^perhaps, originally, a 
porch, opening out of the south aisle, looking towards the Castle. 
This was closed in 1737, and a window *^ substituted" at the expense 
of the parish, just to accommodate a private worshipper who had con- 
ceived a fancy for having a proprietory pew erected on that particular 
apot« 

'' Ordered j* y vpper door la the wmfk-iide of St. HUlwy'f Chappd be shmt up, 
and yt a eoayeoisnt window be mftde at or aotr the pUee where f said door now 
ttandB, end yt ye stooe-itepa leading from ye nid door to y* eonth lirle in y* said 
chappel be taken off, &c., yt Reea Foulkee, of Denbigh, gent., be at liberty to 
erect and let np a seat in yt part of y« Tacancy (where y« tA steps do now lye) next 
ndydning to Mr. Rees Fonlkes's present seat, and yt ye said new seat, so to be erected 
at albresdi shall be for ever enjoyed by y« sd Mr. Rees Fonlkes and his heirs, as aa 
appvrtenant to his dwelling hovseb fto." — Oid Vnhy Book, 

The steeple is a very plain military tower. The doorway is a goo4 
thing of its kind, but the belfry windows are unsightly, and the battle- 
ment has a ragged appearance. The structure is about forty-five 
feet high, and contains now but four bells. The first and second bell 
are very old, and said by some to have been brought from the Abbey. 
We have endeavoured in vain to decypher the ** legend" on the great 
belL Owing to the peculiarity and bad casting of the antique tezt^ 
we could only make out — **I)ominu9 tecum, ♦♦•♦♦♦ 
On the third is, ''God save his Chvrch, 1684;" on the small one, — 
«'John Salusbury: Peter Yaughan, Wardens, 1758." About the 
year 1 684, one bell was taken down to Whitchurch. ** Itm. * paid for 
takeing downe a helte in St. Hillary Ghappell, and for carriage of the 
aame to Whitechurch £W — 02s. — 06d. — Wardene Aeeampte^Tho* 
mae Hughee, Tkomae TwietonJ* 

The first mention of ringers occurs in the wardens accounts for the 
year 1758, "Paid ringers by order of Doctor (John Price, rector) 
28. 6d." 

We have no record when this chapel was founded, and the fabrie 
2m2 
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itself has suffered so many mutilations that it scarcely i^ffords any data 
from which we may calculate the time of its erection. Indeed, the 
style of architecture employed is^ at hest, hut an uncertain proof of 
the age of a huilding. It serves to demonstrate that it could not have 
heen in existence prior to the introduction of the style itself, hut 
it is no ** assurance" that it may not have been erected after the intro- 
duction of other and &r later styles. For instance, more Blizabethan 
buildings have been erected of late years than were raised during the 
reign of that good old queen. Now, there are a few portions of this 
old chapel which seem to belong to the same architectural period as 
the grand entrance to the Castle, such as the chancd-arch and priest's 
door already mentioned. Most writers, to save the trouble of fur- 
ther research, have consented to fix the era of De Lacy's rule as the 
highest point of antiquity to which anything connected with the 
military or ecclesiastical history of Denbigh could be traced, where- 
as the fortress was in existence long before De Lacy's occupation ; and 
when we take into account that his predecessor. Prince Darid, was 
quite as zealous a Catholic as this Norman noble ever was, we can 
see nothing improbable in the opinion that a chapel existed here in 
Dayid^s time, or earlier, for the use of the garrison and neighbourhood. 
De Lacy may, or may not haye enlarged or repaired the building 
which he found standing here. That it was not all built at the same 
time appears to us pretty eyident from the joinings of the walls, the 
different design, and the inferior execution of the arcade which sepa- 
rates the aisles, as compared with the chancel arch, &c. We are in- 
clined to belieye that there was, at first, no north aisle at all. A 
portion of this aisle lies upon a hidden favlt or fissure in the rock, 
which has occasionally giyen way. Again, the rather extraordinary 
length of the chancel, the position of the rood-screen, the superior 
character of the masonry, and the singularity of the site selected, 
make it appear probable that the present naye or south aisle did not 
originally exist. Indeed, we think that few will hesitate to pronounce 
the chancel to be much older than the rest of the building. It is, 
probably, a portion of a pre-exbting small Early English chapel, 
which it was, from time to time, found necessary to enlarge ; and that 
the fioor of the original chapel was considerably lower than the pre- 
sent one, with no vestry or school-room underneath. 

We are told that, in the time of Elizabeth, the town was so popul- 
ous that it was found necessary to provide more church accommoda- 
tion, and that the great unfinished edifice now in ruin was commenced 
ostensibly for the purpose of supplying that want^ but designedly to 
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lerre the purpoie of a cathedral church instead of that of St. Aaaph. 
Whether or not the Abbey Church and^St. Anne's Chapel, at the west 
cad of High-atreet» were then deserted does not appear. Certain it 
is that there were then regular senrices at St. Marcelltts-in-the-Fielda» 
or Whitchurch. 

The question has often been mooted whether or not St. Hilary's is 
really a pariih church or chapel-of-ease, which the rate-payers are 
legally bound to maintain and keep in repair. There is no doubt 
that it stands on land belonging to the Queen, as lady of the 
manor, and that the fabric itself legally reyerted to the Crown along 
with the Castle and Lordship. Our Tisiior will, no doubt, be ''puz- 
sled" to call to mind where he ever before saw a church standing on a 
cmnmon^ and that church unprotected by any churchyard wall, 
railing, fence, or other enclosure. Still the parishioners haye 
been so long in possession that they have established such a claim as is 
not likely ever to be disputed or set aside by the resumption of any 
royal or manorial title. Nor can there be any doubt that the parish 
is, by ecdesiaatical law, bound to keep the fabric in repair and main- 
tain its services. This, indeed, has been the case from time im- 
memorial, down to within two or three years back, when thcToluntary 
system has been forced apon the wardens by ** the pressure from with- 
out." 

Again, it has been contended that a rate for this chapel cannot be 
legally levied because it is not ** a house of prayer for all people,'' but 
a sort of a private oratory to which the public are admitted only 
through the indulgence of the pew proprietors. It must be admitted 
that there is too much truth and force in this objection. 

It appears that the chief seats in this synagogue had, ever since the 
Beformation at least, been reserved to the tribunes and senators of 
the municipality, seneschals of the lordship, constables of the castle, 
and other representatives of the powers that be, men of patrician 
birth, and lords of the soil Still sufficient accommodotion was left 
for the poor man in vile raiment to sit under their footstool, until 
about the dose of Qaeen Anne's reign, when the parochial authorities, 
backed by the omnipotence of vestry, granted indalgences to erect 
private boxes in the public sanctuary to all the more opulent trades- 
men of the town, and as if to pay a still more idolatrous adoration to 
wealth, and treat the Apostolic censure with more supreme con- 
tempt, it was actually ordered that benches should be set up ** on the 
waste ground in the s^ chappel for the use of the common people of 
the parish" and frte "locked pews for the better accommodation of 
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gentlemen, tradesmen, and other principal inhabitanta," who had no 
proprietory seats 1 The consequence has been that out of about 700 
aitlings there are now not 90 free, exduaive of benches for the accom- 
modation of 80 or 90 school children. 

Thus the churchwardens have no power to let sittings, the pews 
being held by private individaals — by inheritance or purchase, as* 
appendages to their estates, or appurtenancea of certain messuages^ 
many of them having frequently changed hands along with such pro- 
perties. Some belong to non-residents, or dissenters, who, of course, 
do not occupy them themselves, and, in some instances, let them at 
high annual rents. In 1813, some of the free seats in the gallery 
were put up to public auction, and nearly j8500 was realised by the 
sale : the rest have since been disposed of. 

The building is capable of holding 1,200 worshippers. 

The question whether this is a parochial or a private chapel was, 
in 1851, put comfortably to rest, by resolving in vestry that the legal 
gentlemen of the town should draw up the case and its merits, and sub- 
mit the same to the opinion of some eminent civilian, who has, of 
course, never yet delivered his judgement. 

The attempt to levy a pew-rate having failed in 1814, it was again 
tried in 1854, but the result was, that out of 68 proprieton of pews, 
22 assented, 7 were unfiivourable to the proposal, and 39 returned 
no reply. 

This proposition was subsequently abandoned, and a* voluntary sub- 
scription set on foot, by which means, the necessary repain were 
substantially effected, and the external details of the old fabric 
very judiciously improved, under the superintendance, and from the 
designs of Richard Lloyd Williams, jun., Esq., a native architect, 
at the expense of about j6200. The undertaking reflects great credit 
upon the committee; — the Rev, R, J. Roberie, then rector; the Rev, H, 
Morgan^ then curate ; John Parry Jonee^ Thomae Qold Edwarde, 
Richard fFilUams, Bron-y-parc ; Richard JFilliame, town-clerk ; and 
John Copner Wynne Edwards, Eequiree / and the churchwardens, 
Jdcssre, Charlee Burehall and John Qahriel WUliams, 

Since the erection of the New Church in the Parks, it has been 
frequently proposed to discontinue the services in this old chapel, and 
many reasons have been urged in favour of deserting it — the expense 
of keeping the fabric in repair, the difficulty or impossibihty of 
getting a rate to support it^ its inconvenient situation, where infirm 
imd aged worahippera cannot attend, on account of the height and 
steepness of the hill — that it has no architectural claims that rander 
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its preMrration detinble, or ito desertion a matter of regret — no 
monuments — no sacred associations connected with it as a mansolenm 
of onr ancestors, and that it should be left to share the fate of that 
long-dismantled fortress and deserted city which alone it was calca- 
Lited to serre. 

Still this old sanctuary has its claims upon the good people of 
Denbigh— it is in separably connected with their miUtary, manicipal, 
and religious history — ^it is the "high-place" where tbeir fathers 
worshipped daring ages long gone by, and the altar where many of 
them have themselTes^ from their earliest childhood^ offered their ad- 
orations, and to climb this steep stony hill, when the old chapel 
bells call them to devotion, is to them literally to ** go up to the 
temple to pray/' Hence tlie yisitor will find, any Sunday morning, a 
rery fair and a highly respectable congregation assembled here. The 
Wdsh sendee, in the afternoon, is not so well attended. Prayers on 
saints' days are of late read at St. DaTid*s. 

Among the gleanings of the history of this old temple, the follow- 
ing '' disbursements" of the churchwardens may not be uninteresting 
to the general reader, and wiU serre to show that our ancestors not only 
had no "coiiscientious scruples" respecting church-rates, but that they 
were not Tery fastidious as to the way in which those rates, " leys, or 
mises" were expended, so long as ihtj were applied to pubUc or 
charitable uses, eren for the relief of the stranger and sojourner in 
their gates. 

*' Item pa for drinke at the eeeeedng of (he imIm jf 00 — 04-^06. Item p^ for 
temooering the Chappell window end poynting the defods on the roofe £01^-4^4 
—05. Items for wathing the inrplemei sgeinet the Aaiscfl jfOO — 01 — 04, and 
againii Palm-Sunday jfOO — 01 — 00. Item pa for commnnion Wine jfOO — 05— 
10 1 bread for the oom'nnion and hollin to drease the church ;f 00 — 00 — 08. Item 
pd for candlcfl for matines serrice at Chriatmaa ifOO — 07 — 02. Item pd for carriago 
of an the Bellea to be weighed ;f00— 01— 06. Item, paid maimed aonldiera miio 

These were men who had been wounded in the Dutch War, when 

Charles II., in alliance with Louis XIY of France, took up arms 

against the United ProTinces* 

" Item pd pooro tfa ne P era ;f00— 04 — 00. Item for g^aaeing tlie diappeU of St. 
HiDary and for tordiea and candlea jfOO-^15— 08. Item pd Alderman Knowlee 
for nKfim and jron i?02*-14 — OS. Thomas Erans for UUing two foiea caha jf 00 
-»02 — 06. Item pd for the Lodging and dyet of two poore traneUera by the 
eom'and of the Aldoman. Item pd for halfe a povnd of Braaae Wyer for j* dock 
£00—01 — 00. John Owep for Setting the lame and cleaning Clock j£00^2-* 
f^.^Wardem'$ Aeeouna, il.I>. 1679— 1715 

In old times, there were torch-light processions to the matutinal 
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aerfice performed at this chapel, especially at Christmas ; and it was 
castomary to " treat*' the sidesmen, who assisted the wardens in 
maintaining order, and to pay ** Yocalists" for singing carols at the great 
festiyals, especially at Christmas and Easter. '* A.D., 1729— P^ the 
sides Men, Plugain Expenses j60 : 4s : Od." — See page 128. 

Foxes and hedge-hogs were hanged and gibbeted at Whitchurch. 

The dock mentioned above was once fixed up in the tower of this 
chapel. In 1764, John Minshull, sen., and John Minshull, jun., 
were ordered to take down the " Ould chappel docke" and fix up a 
" substantial 30 hour time-keeper^' by the first of NoTember. This 
latter has long since struck its last hour, and is now reduced to a mere 
skeleton, — a Testige of the ravages of time. 

At the same time, " Robert Griffith was paid £2 2s. for painting 
the Church Dial:* 

The first mention of a public clock occurs in 1605, as we read-— 
" Robert S«n, Cutler, was swome burgess ypon Mich' mas Day, 1605, 
for term of his life, ypon consider^on of the docke that he hath alredie 
made and sett up, and for the mendinge therof as cause shall require, 
&c., which cloche hee valued to be worth ^Y, and which he was 
bound to set, tend, and repair duringe his naturall life." 

A borough bye law of the reign of Elizabeth regulates the cele- 
bration of marriages at this chapel, and is curious as referring to one 
of the ancient customs of Wales — "priodasau eymmortK* which 
were often attended by hundreds of well-wishers, each of whom sub- 
scribed something towards setting the ''happy" couple up in life. 

** Commoriha — ^Thit no p'loii nor p'tont of what degree lo ea. he or they bee, 
except freemen and there Children ihall be p'mitted w^in this Towne and lib'ties 
therof at the tjme of his or iher* mariage or mariag* to Cbimnor/Jla, aske or desire 
the benerolenoe of the pishlon's of this Towne of Denbigh, except he or thej 
have before obtajned and had spedall licence, fromhernutlM Coannile ao to do. 
And ftirther, that the marriage of a foraner or Ibrenen Childe shaU not bep'mitted at 
Highe Serrioe Tyme on the Sunday, or any other feetltid Dale, to be loleinniied, but 
to be don and vied at the firate lervice tyme of thoee Daiea, or in or npon any 
work Dale of the week whataoey*. And ftirther that en'y freeman or freemens 
diildren to be marled, as aforesaid, ahalle before his or thw maiing first obtayn the 
lioenoe of the Aldermen for the tyme beings or one of them.'' . 

Each of the seren Incorporated Companies or Guilds of Meroera, 
Hammermen, Glovers, Weavers, Corvisors, Tanners, and Tailors, 
the masters of which trades were originally jS^^ZitA, paid four pounds 
per annum, for reading matin-seryice, or early prayers, in TTeM, 
every Sunday morning, at this chapel* for the benefit of t)iei|r sfr» 
lants. 
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The tol] of oatmeal sold within the borough was also given to the 
officiating clergyman for reading prayers before the opening of mar- 
ket. — See page 138. Legacies were also left for catechetical lee-, 
tares during Lent, and for the (Wehh) Easter Sermon. But, at 
last, the minister neglected the performance of these duties, as appears 
from the following memorandum taken at the time of the Pretender. 

• 

" Court of ConTocstioii, 2nd Nov., 1746. — ^Whereas Griffith Jones, derk. Rector 
of tbifl Parish of Deabigh, biith for some time past, omitted reading of the Welsh 
service npon Snnday Morning, (called plyg^an) at Sunt Hillary 'a Chappell, which 
antiently belonged to the garrison of the Caatle of thia Town, which had by himself 
and predecessors, time imraemorially, been performed for the beneiitt of ser- 
vants and others understanding the Wdsh Language only, and that the said Griffith 
Jones since his omitting to performe the said Welsh service forfeited and surrendered 
his claime to the Oatmeal Toll arising within this Corporation, &c. And whereas 
William Myddelton, formerly of the City of London, dec'ed Gave or Vested the 
sn'me of if 100 in the officers of this Corporation, for the time being. In Trust to 
be by them Laid npon Security, and the Interest or produce arising therefrom to be 
applyed, &e., to a Catecheticall Lecturer, for catechising within the said Chappell, 
Now wee, ftc, Doe hereby appoint the Reverend Edward ffoulkes, clerk, the 
present schoolmaster, and the late Curate of this Town, to performe the said 
Welsh service, &c. And likewise to be Catecheticall Lecturer, &c.". 

On the 1 3th Dec, 1827» the yestry requested Dr. Howard ta 
'' continue the arrangement for Divine Service as then performed on 
the Sabbath and week days, it being their opinion that it tended 
more to the spiritual benefit of the parishioners that the extra dutiea- 
of the rector and his curate in preaching twice every Sunday through«> 
out the year and on high Festivals — an arrangement adopted since 
the incumbency of the late Rev. Thomas Clough, should be continued 
than that a service at an early hour on the Sabbath (become neglec- . 
ted by the parishioners) should be rerived.*' 

We have, however, been told, how truly we know not, that this was 
A Jesuitical business commenced by two or three jealous indiriduals 
who felt some apprehension lest the good doctor, or his curate, in re- 
storing this early service, might take to Scotch diet, and demand the 
former allowance of oatmeal. 

These emoluments originally belonged to the curates of this chapel. 

" The nyntii day of Januarie in the first yeere of the raigne of our soueraigne 
liord Charles, (I. ?) The Alderman and Bayliffes shall yeerlie pay to Richard 
Salusbury, derk, curatte of the said Towne, towardes his stipend for the readings of 
Dy vine service, and to Us successor Curates of the said Towne, the some of fieflie 
three shillings, iiijd., at such dales and tymes as the same hsth bene form'lie paid, 
being quarterlie, &e., above the some of Tenn pounds form'ly ordered. In witness 
whereof the aforesaid Aldermen and Bayliffes, &e., have fixed the comon Scale, &c 

2n 
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Among the curates of later times, we find Robert Sioddari, 1703 ; 
John Roberts, 1708 ; William Meyrick, 1719 ; Hugh HugheM, 1726 ; 
Edward Meyrick, 1735; Edward FoulkeM, 1746; John WU- 
liama, 1774 ; William Williama, 1786 ; John Moatyn, of Calcutt, who 
perished in a snow storm ; John Mason, 1 799 ; John Lloyd, Thomas 
Hugh Clough, 1812; Robert Phillips, Thomas Wynne Edwards, 
Daniel Lewis J'ones, John Jones, Brabazon Hallowes, Incumbent of 
St. David's, Hugh Morgan, William Hancock Lewis. — See Grammar 
School, — For a list of the Rectors and Vicars of Denbigh see- 
Whitchureh. 

But we ought to observe here that the two most eminent divines 
that ever occupied this old pulpit, were Dr. Foulk Salusbury, Dean 
of St. Asaph, who was, as some think, the first dignitary in North 
Wales, who formally renounced the doctrine of Papal Supremacy ; and 
Dr. William Morgan, afterwards bishop of Llandaff and St. Asaph, 
the first translator of the entire Bible into the Welsh Language. 
These two may justly be numbered among the fathers of the Protes- 
tant Church in Wales. 

Oar list of lay clerks, or eloehyddion, carries us no further back 
than Richard Jones, 1 700, who was succeeded by Robert Daties, 
1715; Foulk Hughes, 1746; Thomas Weaver, 1766; Isaac James, 
1793; Robert Price, John Williams, 1832; David Williams, 1840; 
John Williams, late schoolmaster, 1853; Thomas Hughes, Esq., 
Ystrad, High Steward of Denbigh, 1855 — deputy John Simon. 

The above are to be taken merely as dates of records to which we 
find their names ofilcially attached. 

The parson and derk have no fees, but they receive " offerings,'* 
or gratuities from parties attending funerals, marriages, and church- 
ings, who, being mostly dissenters, have a conscientious objection 
to give offerings, which they believe to be remnants of a Popish 
custom of paying the priest for the release of departed souls out of 
purgatory. This could not, however, have been the case with respect 
to the offerings at marriages and churchings. The probability is 
that they were first given to maintain the services of the church, 
which, in llomish times, certainly included masses for the dead, but 
they are now given and taken only instead of surplice fees. This 
old and curious custom is almost universal in North Wales. Each 
offerer goes up to the communion-table, and reverentially leaves there 
his voluntary gift, however large or small it may be. In most places 
the clerk collects his offerings at the grave. But in localities where 
the middle and lower classes are mostly dissenters, out of hundreds 
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who join in ftineral procetaionsy not at many dosena will» generally, 
enter the church, or even the churchyard. 

It would appear that, in 1746, the derk went to law with the aez- 
ton, with the view of depriving the latter of the fees, and amalgamat- 
ing the two fonctiona in hia own peraon, the emoluments of the clerk- 
ahlp being, probably, too amall to maintain "the dignity of the office:" 
" Whereaa at a Teatry heretofore held, &e. John Owen, peruke- 
maker^* (one of the ancient faculty of barbers, from whom the mo- 
dem ordera of hairdreaaera and aurgeona *' branch") " of the a^ Town 
of Denbigh, hath been duely elected aexton of the aaid Pariah of 
Denbigh, aince which time Ffoulke Hughea, otherwiae, Pool, hath 
endeaYoured to deprive him, the a^ John Owen of hia righta — priri- 
legea belonging to the aaid office of Sexton.— At a meeting thia day 
had by a conaiderable number of the pariahionera of the a' 
pariah. It ia reaolred and determined to aupport the a^ John 
Owen in hia aaid nomination of a aexton ; and wee, whoae 
names are hereunto aubacribed do for ouraelvea aeverally promiae, 
undertake, and agree to maintain and defend all action or actiona, 
that ahall be bro^ or commenced ag** the a^ John Owen for or by 
reaaon of hia being appointed aexton, or for or by reaaon of hia 
exercising the a' office. Aa witneaa our handa thia 28th day of Sept'* 
1746." Here follow twenty-one aignaturea. 

In 1 604, there were two aextona, and theae were ** at loggerheads" 
the very week that Guy Fawkca intended to blow up the king and 
Parliament, aa we find from a fine " Recevyd, the viij Day of Nov., 
of John Edwarda, aexton, for raylynge and akowUinge ageynat Thomas 
Johnea, aexton, xiijd." — Peers Lioyd, Robt. Knowaley, aldermen. For 
a hundred yeara afterwards, we have no record who exerciaed thia 
function, until the time of Thomas Yaughan, 1715. After John 
Owen, and John Swayne, we have, of the aame family, four aucceasive 
generationa of aextona, if we may ao apeak, viz., Thomaa Price, fa- 
ther, Thomaa Price, aon ; John, William, and Thomaa Price, grand- 
sopa, Ricbard Price, aen., great-grandson. 

The office of verger of thia chapel, now united to that of sexton, was 

created on Sunday May 5th, 1728, for the following curious reason ; 

*' Considering tUat such noiae and stir is kept in cAA. during divine serTioe M 
distnrbes ye congr«tgation, we therefore appoint John Hughes tj go ebout the 
chorch every Sonday Moraing and Evening, daring the time of divine service, to 
pf event all mancr of disturbance. We therefore allow him ten shillings p. ann. for 
executing ye sd office.— Griffith Jones, Rector ^ Robt. Davics, Veiir^-elerk, &&" 

In those daya, congregaiioua were greatly disturbed by the barking 
and snarling of dogs, and the verger was furnished with a " horse- 

2 IT 2 
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whip/' and a sort of large spring tongs, called in Welsh ** gefail-^wn* 
a weapon used to "take** canine intruders^ who, meeting with 
strange individuals of their own species, were found guilty of crea- 
ting "rows" and fights in the aisles and passages. The Terger not 
unfrequently aggravated the ** riot'* hj inflicting summary punish- 
ment on such offenders as came within his grasp. 

Another duty of the verger was to keep those steep foot-paths as- 
cending to the Chapel, up Tower-hill, Broom-kill, alias Bromby-lane, 
and Bull-lane, dear of loose stones, or other dangerous obstructions. 
During the severe winters of 1764 and 1766, we find one "John 
Plase Coch," and other scavengers extraordinary, employed in cutting 
and clearing a road through the snow up Bull-lane to the Chapel. In 
1764, it snowed incessantly for eleven days. 

During inclement weather, and seasons of unusual distress among 
the poor, scores of labourers have, from time to time, been employed 
in removing those huge " bluffs" of rock which once stood about the 
chapel, for materials to fill up the ancient Lenton Pool, &c. 

Plas Coch, was the original name of that antique house in High- 
street, which is now called the "Three Boars' Heads." This was for a 
long time the town residence of the Wynnes of Melai» ancestors of 
Lord Newborough, many of whom were town-councellors, aldermen, 
^nd members of parliament for this borough. — Seepagee 176 & 180. 

We have two instances on record of sacrilege having been committed 
in this chapel. 

" J\ffentjf Quineas Reward offered for the epprehenaion of the pcrBon or persons 
who robbed the poor-box of St. Hilary*! Chapel, and carried away the sum of 
£Z lis. 4d. on Friday night, June 17th, 1796." 

**£Z0 Reward offered for anch information as may lead to the conviction of tho 
guilty party, jkc. — Whereas St. Hillary's Chapel, &c., was broken into, on 
Tuesday night, 14th Doc., 1709, and Uie poor-box robbed of its contents — to tho 
Amount of J^13 and upwards, &c. — Edw. Roberts, Alderman ; Roger B. Clough, 
James Roberts, John Price, Robt. Green, Thos. Fenna, Richard Griffith, Tho- 
mas Jones, Wm. Edwards, Thomas Price, Aaron Verrinder, Thos. Edwards, 
John Mason, Curate ; R. Peake, Isaac James, Veetry'Clerk,** 

It must have been considered a great honour to be a member of 

St. Hilary's Choir in old times, judging from the respectability of the 

' parties who composed it — some of the first tradesmen in town, and 

the expense to which they went in fitting up a gallery and orchestra. 

«St. Hilary's Chappelthe 31st. day of Oct'^ 1736. It is ordered by the 
churchwardens and the parishioners assembled that Mr, Thomas Price, Mr. John 
Hughes, Mr. Thomas Edwards, Thomas Twiston, Robert Roberts, Mr. John 
Price and other, the singers of the %^ Chappel be at Liberty to erect a Gallery in 
the north side of the sd chappel, between the arch and the body of the Chappel, 
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over the oommon leati, of 10 feet high, and that they he tUowed what old Timber, 
waimcoat, and other materiab tliat be useless in the Sd Chappel. Such Gallery, 
so erected, to be to the use of the present Company of Singers, and sncoessors, or 
their children for e?er — of the td diappel, and no other." 

(The 9th April, 1769) — " Ordered that the present Company of Singers shall bo 
at liberty to inclose that part of the gsllery where they now sing, in the south 
if/e, and make it to their own likeing ai their men espenee, and to their succes- 
sors — dngers; and when the singing is over they shall not claim it as their own 
private property." 

We notice this internal feature of the old chapel because it affords 
ns an opportunity of explaining a little point in ecclesiastical archi- 
tecture which some of our readers may not understand. Most of 
those '* singing galleries or lofts" found in old churches in Wales 
have been erected since the Reformation, "with the view of aiding con- 
gregational singing. In more ancient times, the singers, or those who 
xhanted the service after the priest, were *' arranged" in the choir or 
chancel, either in front of the rood-screen, or in a rood-loft immedi- 
ately above it. Hence, the origin of the term " choristers." 

Samuel Matthews, the first organist, was succeeded by David 
Williams,, Elizabeth Deer, and John Jones. We mention these for 
'the sake of making this a work for " reference*' hereafter. 

But the most noted member of this old choir was the elder John 
Parry, *' the Welsh Minstrel Bard." It was here that his musical 
genius began to bud, and develope its early bloom. Ilia father was 
a stonemason, commonly called Thos. Parry o'r Aipht, (of Egypt^ 
an old ruin in the township of Aberwheeler, five or six miles from 
Denbigh,) but the house in which our musician was born, stood 
formerly near the top of Park-lane. It has long since been taken 
down.* 

Bat the younger Parry received his musical education in Italy. 

*'*JoiiN Parrt, Bardd Alaw, a prolific and popular composer, was bom at 

- Denbigh, February 18th, 1776, and made his first musical essay by constructing 
for himself a fife, of a piece of cane, upon which, without any instruction, he 
learned to play all the popular airs of the day. A dancing-master, who lived in 

- the neighbouriiood, taught him his notes, and gave him sufficient instruction on 
the dsrionel to enable him to accompany the singers at his parish church, (St. 
Hilary's, Denbigh) in their psalm tunes. In 1793, upon the embodying of the 
Denbigh Militia, he joined the bsnd, and made such progress in the course of the 
next four years, that in 1797* he was appointed its master. He quitted the re- 
giment in 1807 > at which time he could take a psrt on any wind instrument, bo- 
sides being well acquainted with the harp, pianoforte, and riolin. Those on 
which he chiefly excelled were the clarionet and flageolet At a concert given by 
him at Rochester, he played three flageolets atonce^ fixed on a stand; and repeated 
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The Grand Oratorio connected with the Royal Eisteddfod of 1828 
wa3 held at this chapel, under the able management of John Parry, 
sen.y (Bardd AlawJ who engaged for the occasio|i some of the 
most celebrated vocal performers of the day, yiz., Braham, CoUyefj 
and Atkins ; Siguier and Madame Puzzi, J. Jones, B.M., Oxford ; the 
Misses Stephens and Johnstone, and a full orchestra of (Liyerpool) 
cliorus singers. Handel's Hailstone Chorus, and other master-pieces, 
were given with great effect. The chapel presented such a display 
of rank and fashion as has never since been witnessed here. The sum 
of ^372 8s. was paid to performers, and nearly i£l,000 was taken for 
tickets to the Eisteddfod, concerts, oratorio, and ball. The affair 
was patronized by two princes, eleven noblemen, two bishops, ten 
baronets, eight members of Parliament, and fifty of the principal 

the same performance at Cogent Garden, for the benefit of Mrs. T. Dibbin. In 
the year hist mentioned, he settled in London ; and the double flageolet behig 
much in fogue, he at that time was extensivelj employed in teaching that instm- 
nent, A letter written by him to a friend, after he had been some time in the metropo- 
lis, gives an account of his laboors in a manner at onoe indicative of his merits and 
his modesty. '*When I came to London," he says in a letter cited In the 
Dictionary qfMunciani, ** I had almost every thing to learn; I accordingly ap- 
plied myself seriously to study, with a view of turning my work out of hand 
without many glaring faults. I confine myself to vocal compositions, chiefly 
ballads, and easy pieces for the harp and piano-forte, also duetts for flutes and 
wind instruments, and never attempt now to soar above my sphere, well knowing 
that there are many musicians, in the higher walks of the science, much more 
able to produce erudite compositions than myself. I understand the nature of every 
instrument used in an orchestra ; hence the rare instances of the necessity of a 
second rehearsal of any of my compositions. I score with uncommon facility, and 
1 trust tolerably correct; I know the power of the various instruments, 
and I endeavour to ascertain the ability of the difierent performers, and write 
accordingly. I do my utmost to walk peaceably through life in friendship with all 
my brethren, interfering with no man." In 1809, he published some " Songi," 
and ether pieces; and in the same year, was invited to compose for Vauxhall 
Gardens, the musical department of which he superintended for several years. 
His next publication was a collection of " WeUh Melodiei," for which the Cambrian 
Society presented him with a silver medal ; and many years afterwards appeared his 
two volumes of " Ancient Briiith Airt" with poetry by Mrs. Hemans, who then 
resided at St. Asaph. Between 1813 and 1828, he composed several songs for 
public occasions, and two musical farces, entitled respectively, " Fair Cheating** 
and *' High Notion* ;" of both of which the words and music were by himself. In 
1820, he conducted the Eisteddfod, or congress of Welsh Bards at Wrexham ; and 
at a Gorscdd, or meeting of Welsh Bards, in 1821, a bardic degree was conferred 
upon hio), under the denomination of Bardd Alauf, or professor of Music and mas- 
ter of Song. In the latter year, he produced, at the English Opera, his very 
fittcceesful piece, called " 7Vo Wivee, era Hint to Hvtbandii** ^hich was r^ayed 
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gentry in North Wales. Sharon Tdmer» Sir Walter Scott, Robert 
Southey, and Thomas Moore sent written apologies for not attending. 
Oat of the proceeds (which amounted to nearly iS 1,400,) iSlOO was 
giTen td the Infirmary, i650 to the Bine Coat School, £25 to Hen- 
Uan National School, and j625 to the Welsh Literary Society. 

This chapel was originally founded for the celebration of the 
mysteries of the Romish Faith, and masses were, for ages, offered ap 
at this altar for the souls of De Lacy and Percy, the former lords of 
the Castle, who, owing to some difficulty in settling their spiritual 
accounts with those who had " the power of the keys," were for a 
long time detained in purgatory. 

During " Cromwell's Usurpation," St. Hilary's was a Presbyterian 

for twenty-five nlghti saoceniTely. He was oondactor of the Eisteddfods held at 
Brescon, hi 1822, and 1826; Denbigh, in 1828 ; Beaomaris in 1832; and at 
CardiflT, 1834 ; and the meetings of the Welsh Bards held in London were oon- 
•tantljnnderhisdireclion, as registrar of Music to the Royal Cambrian Institn- 
tion. Besides the above dramatic efforts, he furnished pirts of several operas, and 
other pieces ; adapted the whole of the made to the Opera of Ivanhoe, as perform- 
ed at Covent Garden Theatre ; and composed songs, dnetts, &e., for all the cele- 
brated theatrical and public dngers of his time. His compositions and arrange- 
ments are said to amonnt to more than three hundred, omitting his dramatic piecei!» 
and indude almost every spieces of music. His most favourite publications are, 
two volumes of " Welih MeUfdiet with Bnglith Wordi i" two of "Seoteh ;" two vol- 
nmes of <* Catchet and Gleet i" two of *' Mhuirel 8fmg9 ** for the flute ; one 
entitled " Corydon," and one " Sapphoma'* for the Violin. Amongst his pop- 
ular songs are } '* the Peaeant Bop ;" " Jp Skenkin ;" "Love*e a T^ant ;" " Sweet 
Howu}*' «'Tlf VoieeqffferJLovei" "T^ke a Bwiq>erand Tryf *' SmUeAgaim 
Mijf Samnie LanU** ^c, 9fc. He also published several pieces of music for the Harp ; 
'* Pepmiar Aire, Leeeotu, and Rondoe** for the piano-forte, music for the single 
and double flageolet, the Violin and Flute; many Volumes of "Military Mueie," 
books of instruction for several instruments; two lets of " Weleh Aire," and the 
" JBolian Harmomee,** consirting of selections from the works of the moit eminent 
oomposen, arranged for wind instruments. He was for many years honorary 
secretary to the Melodist's Club. He assisted the Royal and noble directors of the 
Ancient Concerts for many years. He was honorary assistant secretary also to the 
Royal Musical Festival held in Westminster Abbey, in 1834. Mr. Parry was 
indefatigable in the cause of charity, and no concert ever took place for a musidan, 
or his family In distress, without the active co-operation of the kind-hearted. 
Parry, and he was a general favourite of the musical circles^ from the Royal 
amateur down to the humblest member of the profession. He died in liondon, 
April 8th, 1851. Out of a largo family he left only one survivmg son, the oele« 
hrated John Parry, the vocalist, who, from being a very serious basso, has origina- 
ted a novd and refined sdkool of comic singing, in which he is unrivalled, combming 
as he does such great powers of execution as a pianist with such vocal and dra- 
matic imitative faculties."— ffi/llmif'r Dictionary ^f Eminent WeUkman, 
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place of worship. The Liturgy having been condemned and laid 
aside, the services were conducted in accordance with the rules of the 
'*. Directory for the Publique Worship of God,** set forth by the 
Assembly of Divines, in 1644, commencing with an extemporary 
prayer, followed by the reading of two chapters, one out of the Old, 
and the other from the New Testament, the minister expounding the 
same, or reading an additional chapter or psalm, when he deemed it 
expedient. A psalm was then sung, and another prayer offered up 
(extempori) before the sermon. The service ended with prayer, the 
singing of another psalm, and the dismissal of the congregation with 
a benediction. The use of the Lord's Prayer was, however, 
recommended. 

But it would appear that the Liturgy was used at this chapel for 
nearly two years after it had been prohibited by Act of Parliament. 

Immediately to the west of St. Hilary's Chapel, within a few 
yards of the steeple, once stood an ancient building called Friealand 
Hall, the only remaining fragment of which is a pointed doorway, 
with deep hollow motildings, of very prime workmanship, but 
blocked and plastered up in the gable wall of what is at present a 
dwelling-house and shop. Nothing of the history of this old ** hall" 
is now known, further than that tlie ruin once ran westward to 
Exchequer Hill. 



1 
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CHAFTBR XXXII. 



BCCLBSIASTICAL BUILDINGS CONTINUBD.— OLD ST. DAVID'S. 



*Mn the immediate neighboarhood of St. Hilary's Chapel is another 
object of far greater interest. This is the unfinished church oom<> 
menced by Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester, the fiimous favourite of 
Elieab^di. Tlud building, which was designed on a very large scale, 
in the mixed style of the. time, would, if completed, certainly haYe 
been one of the greatest architectural curiosities in England, where 
we hate hardly anything of the kind, nothing analogous, for instance, 
td St. Eustache at t'aris. A large portion of the walls is standing, 
and the arrangement of the pillars can be made out, but the ashlar is 
generally picked away, though a few fragments remain, sufficient to 
show the mixed character of the details, the main design being 
thoroughly Gotliic. The church consists of a central body, with 
aislto prolonged to the east end. Of the piers only the bases and a 
siiogle^ respond remain, which show them UThaye been square ; the 
arches would probably hare been round. But the windows are well 
proportioned enough, with four^centred arches. The same is also 
the lorih of the single remaining doorway, with a keystone. Whether 
the church was designed for a western tower seems uncertain."— 
Archaoloffical Report^ 1854. 

This magnificent ruin is 180 feet in length, and /6 feet broad. 
The masonry is plain, but deserredly admired, and must haTe been 
produced by masteHy. hands. It was never finished, although 
brought Tery near its completion. It was intended to be a three- 
aisled church of imposing proportions, the stupendous roof resting 
upon twenty arches supported by eighteen eireular columns of great 
height, portions of which are seen at the Bath, and grounds of the 
C!astle Hbuse. This church was to supercede the Cathedral of St» 

2o 
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Aflapb* it being then proposed by that ambitions minion of royalty, 
Boberty Eail of Ldoester^ to lemore the episcopal seat to Denbigh, 
which he daimed as **my towns of Denbighe/' It is boilt of lather 
brittle sheD Kmestone^ with modlded free-stone plinths^ and qiooins^ 
jambs^ piers, ftc, of the same material ; the /mes bei^g **trQKf' to a 
hair^s breadth, and the whole consolidated with that pecoliar cement^ 
orgronty whiditheWdshcall **^lsiorlar,'' the art of nudung which 
ii bdicTcd to be now lost* *'11us noble building^" says Pennant, 
*' was b^;im in 1579, as appears by the date on the foundation-stone. 
It was to this purpose : for at present it is mnch defined ^ 

• l»o. Martii, 1579. 
Et fiegni Be s ElisabediaB 22. 

W. (Windiester.) ^ 

On the other side appeared, *' Feritoi, mia, ma. Duo wnf templm 
Dei : Unu. wn^due L eta; est Pantifest prmoffenituM ^fus verhn^ Dei: 
JUerum ratumalu anima : agusioeerdai eai vermti homo. O^J'*-^ 
Griffith, Bishop of 8t Asaph. 

Our author tdls ns that he copied this ''from Dr. Foulk's F^mh^ 
found among Mr. Hytton's MSS." We hare searched diligently for a 
stone bearing this inscription, but could find none ; unless it be a 
corner-stone at the south-eastern angle of the building, which shows 
traces of a Latin inscription no longer legible^ eieept *' B. LBTCES* 
TEB" cut in yery large and still prominent characters, which Dr. 
Foulk does not mention at all. It is only inscribed on one side. 
Pennant frurther obserres that ''it was commenced under the auspices 
of Leicester ; but it is said that he left off his building in Wales on 
account of the public hatred he had incurred by his tyranny.'' Asum 
was afterwards collected in order to complete the work ; but report 
states that when the Bari of Essex passed through Denbigh, on his 
Irish e]tpe£tlon, he boftowed the money designed for the purpose^ 
which watf tterer repayed, and by that means the church was left 
niifinished." 

For the popular tradition of the building hairing been obstructed 
by an inrisible and supernatural hand — Heaven interposing to frus< 
trtite the desigo, as in the case of the Tower of Babel, see page 97. 

Brown Willis tells us that Bishop Wilson of Winchester, in Queen 
Elisabeth's reign, bc^an the unfinished church now remaining near 
the Castle at Denbigh, by the Eari of Leceister's directions, who had 
a idesi^ to have removed the see from St. Asaph to Denbigh, had he 
lived. 

Archdeacon New^ome says that " to quiet his conscience, perhaps. 



for his ttiay htA deedi, here and elsewhere^ end to make that eort of 
mtonement for iO-gotten weelth and power which many opprenora had 
done befinr^ him. Lord Leiceater h^gan a magnificent atroctore for a 
.pariah dixurch in the afyle of architecture of that day, neither pure 
Chraan or Oothic/' Bat Dadley'a eotemporary, Camden, writing at^ 
the time it waa biiildin|^ merely attribatea ita origin to tiie want of 
ehnrch accommodation, the new town being ''ao popnlona that, the 
drarch not bemg hrge enough for the inhabttanta,, they have," laya. 
he^ *'now bq^on to. build a new one where the old town atood, partly 
at the chargea of their Lord, Robert, Earl of Leiceater, and partly with, 
the money contributed for that uae by aeieral weQ-dispoaed peraona 
throughout England/' '* How much the new church in Denbigh waa 
beholdii^ to Sir Richard CSough'a bounty, I am not aa yet certainly 
informed,'' aaya Fuller. 

The "joinini^ of the *« weatem tower," or ateeple, ia earily traced. 
The building muat have been Tery nearly completed. The doors were 
hiqged and huqg. We are told that the key-atone of the principal 
doOTway waa remoTcd for the following rather ludicrona reason. There 
waa ** a Tulgar aaying" that^ some ixjf or other, this stone would fall 
upon the head of '' the greatest man in Denbigh," and John Pricey 
J)qttpr ia Divinity, Prebendary of Ely, who also carried the two- 
fold-^the spiritual and temporal dignity of Rector and Alderman of 
Denbigh, became apprehensiTe leiit he might be that great personage 
in whom the popular prediction waa to be fulfilled, and had the atone 
remofed aa a precaution. The fop^th to St Hilary'a Chapd passes. 
through this doorway. 

. The arena within the walla of this "Great Church," sometimes 
improperly called the "dmrchyard," was, in formor times, desecrated 
into a cock-pit and rif^f where ''pitched battles" were frequently 
foQght Sometimes, these gladiatorial exhibitions assumed a rathec 
eerious character. On one occasion three knights " entered the Usts" * 
f» we find from the records of Parliament:— 

«'N«f.M^160|. fib Robert CeoU moiwd the Hoaw, to Iwve (Mr opbioii, is, 
Ifcet there wanted ecUef member, vis., a knight of Deabighahixe^ and he aald, * I am 
|o cttOfy ^ Honieifaia mndi, in req[Mot to acme diaorder oommitted there toneUng. 
Hw eleotkm of fifar Bl^faard TVeror, and Sir John Vlndd, to whkk Sr John Salna- 
bmj ia m party, Tbe Sheriff oonld not proceed In electk». VW mj own part, I 
thhik ftt that Mr. Speaker ahonld attend Mj Lord Keeper therein. I/itpleoaeyoa, 
yon ahall hear tlia letter/ It waa read, and the content thereof waa, that on the 
one and twentieth Daj of October, at DenUf^, he kept the coort day; and there, 
befaig qvietly chooaing a knight of the aUre, a cry came anddenly that Sfar Rlohant 
!|Vafor and Sir John Flndd, on the one part ; and Sir Thomaa Salvabmy on tht 
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other, were fighUnff,. and all their companieB were reedy to do the like. Where- 
iipoii> presently, I weat to the chnrchyard, where they were, and there I finmd hoth 
partiee wUh ihnr tward$ drawn ready ; hut, with much ado, I pacified them hofl^ 
And feeling lest, hy drawing such a mnltitiide together, there migfai great'daiiger and 
bloodshed happen, I made Proclamation that erery man should depart. By means 
thereof, I did not execute Her liijesty's writ., aa I thought to haTe, on their cfaooe- 
Ing to adTenture your Honour's oensure therein, rather than to hasard so great a 
bloodshed. 

Your Honour's, 

Host Humbly, 

At Command, 

OwuN Vauohan. 
Also, Mr. Secretary said there was a sdiedule anneoied to the letter, which had 
some matter of importance not fit to be reed; yet, if it please the House to command 
i^ they should ' whereon all cried, 'No, No/ After some debate, Bir. 

Speeker said, I may inform you of the order of the House, and that a Warrant must 
go firom the Speeker to the Clerk of the Crown, who is to inform the Lord Keeper, 
and then to make out % new writ, empowered by statute 37 Henry YIII., to send 
a knight to Parliament fitom Denbigh. 

We are indebted for the above curioiui extract to the IdndBeai of 
Capt. Ffoulkes of Eriviatt. 

It was, doubtless, the policy of Leicester to dedicate this church 
:to the patron saint of Wales. 

It is said that this was the first Proieaiant ecclesiastical building 
•commenced in the kingdom. 

Leicester was about this time despatched by Queen Elissbeth to the 
Netherlands, at the head of an expedition in aid of the Dutch Pro- 
testants against Phillip II. of Spain. 

TMs picturesque ruin, which is now chiefly enclosed within the 
beautiful grounds of the Castle House, when viewed from a distance, 
^minds one of the ancient aqueducto of classic lands. 
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CHAPTER ixnil. 



PUBLIC CUARITIBS— THB GRAMMAR SCHOOL 



Is held in the Testry, under the chancel of St. Hilary's Chapel. 
The achoolroom^is a rather primitiTe one, and is described in the 
** Blue BaoJut\nA a sort of ci^t ; but there are no sepulchral Tanlts 
underneath, nor any borial-groond adjoining it, whilst the sttoation 
is open, airy, and salnbriotia ; hence the boys appear to be always in 
ezcdleht health and spirits. 

The present foundation dates no further back than 1726, but the 
•school has been in existence for about 300 years. 

In A. D. 1547, the first year of Edward YL, a <« Canon Gethin," 
' was ** schoolmaster of Denbigh.'^-^5eir page 252. 

A^ D. 1570. — That eminent native, Sir Richard Clough, who died 
about this time, liberally endowed this school, as Fuller tells us ; 
*VHe gave the impropriation of Kilken, worth j8 100 per ann., to the 
Free School in Denbigh, and if the same be this day aliened, 1 ques- 
,tio]i,'^ says he, *' whether repentance, without restitution, will secure 
such who are the causers thereof.*' And Pennant observes ^ " the 
tythes of Kilken, left by Sir Richard Clough, ate now lost to the 
school, being annexed, as a sinecure, to the bishoprick of St. Asaph.'* 

About 70 years after Clough's death, we find the following entry 
among the minutes of the Town Council : — 

"2\ April!, 1640.— Conoeniiog Richard dough's jflOO, w«h is lost/i. theneg- 
Isct of or preedeoMSon — ^To be enqoired tfter by Mr. Jo^ Richardson, into whoso 
hands Mr. Clongfa'i writings came ; Mr. Llojd, minister of Llangemew, home in 
tliis towno ; and Jon Flstdier, gloT*; Richd Pkrrj, and any others deemed able to 
give aooompti tliereof: with the assistance of Mr. ffonlke Balosbvry, and Mr* 
Hmnpli; Haywird, agt o^ nest nieeting 
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Bat the enqoirj aeems to ha^Q been fbtSe, f(W w« heir nothini m^ 
of it 

On the tablet in the Chapel, the beqneat it aaid to be «*200 poond 
fte.» loit by the iniquity of tfaoee dayee/'— Ate pag% 274. 

Now, there appeen aomething myaterioo^ if not contfadietovy in 
theie acooonta. Knowing bow apt '*the lumoaia of the day** end 
** the tnMlitiona of the paat^' are to magnify andi things we aie al- 
ways more aceptical than credulona npon aodi point% and rather 
indined to qneation the oorrectncaa of FnOer^a information with res- 
pect to the real amount of thia diaritaUe beqneat Bat we leaye the 
reader to decide for himaelf» The worthy and petriotie knight nuqf 
hare left ieiOO or £I2M towarda the intended boilding^ and £\W •• 
year for the achoora endowment. The fiwt that Sir Bidiard diief- 
ly reiided while living, and finally died in Flanden may hare in- 
creased the difficalty of proving hie will, and of producing theneoee- 
aary deeda and docamenti. Indeed, a myatery bangs OTtr the admin* 
iatrataon of hie ''whole estate.**— &eji^« 179. 

A. D. 1661. — ^In the Charter granted by Chailea IL, we have ^ 
foUowing provision :-« 

** Beowse the B mg e Me i of the Bowngliof DenMiji i m a nlmiw e ly dwifttp iyipBd 
end BBsiiitiiB one nee Gnninar School within the Bovoeah. end to keep and 
nidstofai one praodMr, at their own propar ooiti^ sad obooieniio sad do other 
plooswoffk% to ooothrae to all enooeediiic ofee, We^ deriiiaf to pnoiolib ee anMii 
fuiiiiiialiei^ Booh fiioas work^y aad that the laid BuifeeMe nuiy bo aMie adbaaled 
and eapaoltaADd to pecfonn the aaoMb of oeripeoialanMM^ fte., do giaiit^ andglfe 
ipeoial lioenea and free and lavfU Uberiy, and power, and anthoiitj, to the Alder- 
^nen, BaiBib, and BuneMea, to hare and hold maaots, neemege^ landi^ tene- 
nentiy rectorlBe« tjthei^ leverrioni, hereditamente, &e., which are notheld of ^ 
end not to oioeed the yeerij valae of ^40." 

In A.D. 1673, Richard Jonea, master of this school, and gaarteily 
lectorer at St. Hilar/a, died. 

Upwards of sixty yeara elapsed before the tow9 wfs able to avml 
itself of the privily mentioned aboTC. 

A.D. 172 6.—" Bj Indentnra pf 7eo«)0Mn«» with Iherj of addn indereed, hev^ 
ing data tha 24t]i Dec, 1726, between Robert Lloyd, tanner, Jane hie wift, cldeat 
daughter and heir of John Twieton j and Anne Twiaton, widow and idiot of the 
laid John Twiaton, on the one part; and the Aldermen, BaiUflTe^ and Bni^ceaee 
of Denbigh, on the other part j It ie witneee od tl^aft the eaid Bobt liojd end hie 
wife, Anne Twieton, oonyeyed end cniboffed onto the eaid Aldermen, Baili% 
and Bnrgeeeei, &c., aU that parcel of land called CaM*Hir {now Aerjiforw^ 
being three acree, &c., divided hito two qnillete, in Benniaicr Ucba', fto., in the 
^obniba of Denbigh, together with tlie ordiard thcreonto bdonging, extending 
the gate or entrance into the eaid orchard to the Greet or SnodroolE Firl^ &q.. 
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lo«n»di thi mliitaiitiiM of « FV«« Gruuur Sohool, to bo wt up aiidOTootodl wlib- 
inthetowBof Danbigli. And In doAmlt or nof^of raob i^ool, todiipooo of 
tho MOM to the VM of the poor al OuiotoMi ftir om/' 

In ]Hd7» Aerjfonryn was let at i815 per aim., and the garden 
or oicbard at lOa. 

Tradition teDa na that this remarkaUj long and narrow ''dip*' of 
land was aneiently a road leading iqp to the Crest. 

A.D. 1727.—" By Indontano of Iomo and rdoM^ diMi 2 7th sad 28th Iflveh, 
IS Gootfo I., botwMQ Bobt WmiMnib gwt., of tiio Ant pwtj Bowbad Joboo» 
yoominiy of thi Moood port) snd W. W. Wynn of Wyaaftay^ loqalroi John 
Mydddton of Ghrooiync^ Biq. i and John GhombrM, of Flu ChanbrMy Baq. i 
!nnHtoti of tiM Chaitty Sohool of Doibisfa* of thi tUrd parts It la wttoooMd that 
the nid Boht WQUaaa and Bow. Jonoi, fai oonaidMatloo of iSSSO, ooofoyad to 
tho Mid tiuatoaa aatofal cloaw of laadoaUed ^fer-jr-frdif, jr €99^^ ClM4m^f4if9 
Nmmi, f)rw]p^'f-iwdkp Cbt-MiPirAf-^Mito', Jfinr'r-foM; IVan-Aliiy aadaotftafai 
oottafofak tiia Townahip of Gralf, D y i n € h f oh ion» with thi bad iqpon wliloh tiia laid 
oottagi tlaadi^ In all 22a. Ir. 27p.> prodiuiQf an annnal Mt of £99 10a., to- 
SoOor wMian aDotaMut of Sa. 8r. lOp^ fto., towarda tha aatting ap of a Wtm 
Chaaimar 8oho(d wittito tiia town of Donhii^ and ffor tiia MdntiBanoaaBd ioppoit 
of thi nuMtw/' 

The pnrohase money was nused by a sabseription, which amounted 
to 4339 128.* 

Mr» Rome tdls ns that Robt. Hyddeltdil, Bsq., of Gwaenynog^ 
app<nnted the master, aa his fkther had done before him. 

In A.D. 1755. — ^The ohnrchwardens were ordered to wait upon Mr. 
Robert Mydddton, sen., and to demand the money left by tais lattf 
fiither, John Hyddelton of Gwaenynog, Esq., to sapport the " Ora* 
mt^* School in Denbigh, and if he rrfosed to pay the same^ thsit 
l^gal means should be used to **M%dfit him." 

« fib John Tiofor oonybntad £106 1 8b Wm. Myddoiton of Oiirk Caid^ 
iMi John Chambrai, Baq., of Flaa Chanbrei} and Hit. Boaannah Lloyd, wife of 
DtfU iiloyd, gant, j(S20 aaohi tho Ber. G. Jona^ Baotorof Danbighi tha Ear. 
Bobt. Wynn^ D.D., Chanodlor of St. Aaaphi John Moatyn of S^poit, John 
Mydddton of Gwaanynos* John Ffonlkea of Biirlatt* Bobt Wynna of DaiM(h 
Gaaik^ and Bdw. Sahiabnry of GalltlhMian, Biqn.; and Ifr. Thomaa lAoyd, deputy 
fooorder of Danbigb, £10 aach; Bobt. Haoiloa of Aatrad, Baq.; Ifr. Darld 
TI^IIiania,Jiin.a of Iiodgei Mr.Foa]kai,watefaniaker} and Mr.Daivlaa, Lowor Ward, 
£5 aaoh \ tha throe oompaniee of Tanaar^, 0]of«i% and Feltmaluri, £8 aachi fonr 
maroeiB, tIs., HaHH. Thoa. Bran^, Boger Brans, John Conway, and John Salaa- 
bory, £2 lOi. each j Htaan. Jdhn Hashoi, and Bobt PHoe, Innholder} Mia. Bhuieh 
Jodaa of Low Ward, widow; andMia. Heatoh of Henllan Street^ £2 lOi. aaoh; twtf 
oflier m ere c r i J ohn Foolkea and John DaTiee, £2 each; Mrt. Oithnlna Bobarte^ 
widow, £1 108.;Mr.WhitehaUofthaFbstOAoebandMr.FbttlkLlojdofRathlDy 
£\ li. each I Mn. Catherine Lloyd, widow, £1.— Total £889 VU* 
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" AoooTding to tbe original agreement, it is said that eadi nLbaGriberof ^ ahonld 
have the right of nominating one boj, and that the privikge ahonld descend to their 
representativea, but as the claims have ceased to lie mad^ the difficoltj became 
great, firom the lapse of time, of tracing the parties entitled, and instead of keeping 
np the number of 67 scholars, it has gradually decreased. At the present time 
(1837) seven only exercise the right of nomination. Tlie number of nominations, 
might be 48, bnt the seven referred to, can command only 30. Lord Don- 
gannon is considered to have 2 1 nominations, in right of one hundred guineas given 
to the school by (his ancestor,) *' Sir John Trevor," (speaker of the House of Com- 
mons, and M. P. for this borough,) " bnt ho has never named more than two or 
three children at the same time.* 

'* Some years ago, a dispute arose as to who had the right* of appointing the 
master, and the late Dr. Myddelton took the opinion of Sir Vioary Gibbs, who deci- 
ded that the power had been hitherto exercised and was legally vested in the trus- 
tees.*'— ^^Tttme'f Report, 

The'Trastees, noir acting, are the Ber. R. Myddelton^ the Kev. C. 
Chambres, and the mayor for the time being; but Lord Dungannon also 
claims this right in consideration of his ancestor b^ng the principal 
founder of the school. 

Until of late years, when the study and ''profession" of- parochial 
economy hecamh/athumalile, the school^ furniture, &c., were repaired 
from the church-rate ; hut in 1849, the vestry resoWed that the master 
for the time being should, in future, be required to do all repairs 
that might be necessary, except those that might be expressly n^ded 
for upholding the fabric. of the church, and also pay a nominal rent 
of one shilling on the lat of May, in each year, for the room, the par<- 
ish reserving to itself the use of it for parochial purposes. 

There are at present twenty-two boys upon the foundation, besides 
day scholars, who pay for instruction in 

English Grammar and Composition, Geography, History, and Mathe- 
matics, £4 per ann. — Classics, £6, This includes books, fire, &c. 

The terms for boarders are 
For young gentlemen under 12 years of age, £25 per ann. ; above 
12 years old^ j830, including books, washing, &c. 

Boys upon the foundation may compound for books^ fire, fees, 
&c., by paying one-guinea and a half, annually, in advance. 

Boarders and private pupils may receive extra instruction in French, 
and Music. 

* The representatives of the subsoribers wlio now exercise the right of nomination, 
are Lord Dungannon, 4 j the Rev. C. Chambres, 4; Mrs. Mostyn of Segioit, 2; 
the Rev. R. Myddelton, 2 ; Capt. Ffoulkes, Eriviatt 2; Piers Wynne Torke;, Esq., 
Dyflryn Aled, 2; Townshend Mainwaring, Esq., GaUtfoenan, 2; the CorporatkMi^. 
flso nominates 4, in virtue of the deed of 1726 before cit«d« 
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Faeatum, — Six weeks at Midsummer, and a month at Gliristmas. 
The maatersof this school^ since the date of its present foundation, 
have heen — 

1. Hugh Hugh€9, curate of Denbigh, in 1726. 

2. Edward F/oulkes, curate of Denbigh, in 1746, afterwards 
Alderman Ffonlkes. He held this School upwards of 40 years, and 
died about the year 1792. 

3. John Williams, curate of Denbigh, afterwards vicar of Llanasa, 
father of the late Mr. Salusbury Williams. 

4. WiUiam TFilliam^, curate, one of the Williamses of Coedaccas. 
6. John Mason, afterwards Vicar of Bettws Abergele. 

6. John Lloyd, curate of Trcmeirchion, afterwards of Llauycil, 
now Rector of Cerrig-y-druidion. 

7. John Roberts, now of 'fydweiliog, Carnaryonshiro, son of the 
late Mr. Mark Roberts. 

8. John WiUiam Kirkham, now Rector of Llanbrynmair. 

9. Ebeneser W. Dames-^i South Wales. 

10. David Jones, now Perpetual Curate of Llanarmon Mynydd- 
Mawr. 

11. Richard Parry Jones, now minister of Llanfiliangel-ysceifiog, 
and Llanfinnan. 

12. Hugh Owen, now Incumbent of Llannerchymedd. 

13. Charles Burehall, the present master, "who was appointed in 
1846, having previously been, for many years, one of Uio masters 
of the Royal Naval School at Dcptford. 

In conclusion we may add, that it is a matter of regret — almost of 
astonishment that none of our opulent burgesses, in disposing of tlieir 
surplus wealth, before their " departure hence," have thought of leav- 
ing any (further) bequest to this ancient school, either as a permanent 
endowment, or towards the erection of a building worthy of the town 
and object, or even for the repair and improvement of the present 
school room, which might be rendered an architectural adjunct to 
the Chapel. 
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CHAPTEll XXXIV, 



MILITARY REMAINS OF DENBIGH— THE BURGESS' TOWER. 



This noble military strncture, irliicb forma the only remaining town 
gate» is a yery fine archway, defended by two massive towers or bastions 
of green sandstone, with very peculiar spur buttresses, and was for- 
merly closed by a strong portcullis, the grooves being still perfect. 
The western bastion is inhabited, as was the eastern one within the 
memory of many of our readers. Very large hawthorn bushes crown 
the summit of the latter, growing out of the solid masonry. 
The south side is built of small shale limestone. On the outer 
side, with the exception of a small pointed window over the gate, it 
was merely lighted by loopholes, but it had three moderate-size 
windows looking inwards, two of which still remain partly entire. A 
pointed doorway opened eastward, out of the riffht bastion, and a private 
vaulted passage, formed out of the thickness of the wall, runs along 
the east side of the upper story, and evidently once lead to a water- 
closet The western tower is entered from the archway below. At 
the western comer, a stone staircase, now bmlt up, ascended to the 
upper story and the roof, whence an enchanting panoramic view of 
the whole town, suburbs, and surrounding country is obtained. 

We may also observe that this tower has a more decidedly Norman 
character than any other remaining portion of the fortifications. 
In the survey of Henry VIII, it is called the North Oate^ and de- 
scribed as ''being in good reparation, with a strong portcullis.'* For a 
long period, it was the council chamber of the corporate body, and 
hence called the Burgest? Tower, It was kept in repair by the 
corporation until about the middle of the seventeenth century. 

''(viijth Day of Novembor, 1604) — Item, paid to John Price the yonger and to 
Griffith ap Uew. (Uewalyn) maaonf, for mendinge the Burpese towre ijs Tiiid." 
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" Item, paid to Griffith ap LLew. mason, for mendinge the windowe of the said 
towre zTjd." 

"xfitfa day of Oct, 1619, dd. (deUvered) this aforsaid day by the oonseat of the 
aldermen, bayUfJBS, and other capitall men then assembled to Margred Ruttor, wydow, 
late wyfis of Richard Dolben, gent, deceased, y sIlTer spoonos, in consideration of 
▼«. w^ she aledged to be due to her husband, for money laid out by him beinge 
bayHffe, for the reparation of the Bwrg^uu Towtb,'* 

"Lsid out to Mr. Alderman Twtston, the xvujjth Day of August, 1621, hi 
moneay towards his Joymeay to beodkay {Bewdhf^) for the obtaing. of the assizes 
zzs. — ^To S* Ridiard Salusbury, clerke, towardes the mendinge of the Cause, 
(causey or causeway,) by the BwrgiB Towrt, Qf." 

" 1631, Aug. 30th. — likewise payed to Richard Myddelton to pay for lomo to 
mend Burgei Tmoer, y«." 

The minutes of the Town Council show when this " fayrc towrc" 
was unroofed : — 

** The 24th Day of Nov., I671~lt is thought fit and best that the lead be taken 
oif the BurgeiM 7b«v«,and the steeple of 8t Hillarycs Chappeli and White: church 
steeple covered therewith." 

''22nd Decem,, 1671 — Due to Mr. Edd. Davies (alderman), — ^layd out for 
mending the Clock, and making vp the doores of Burgm Tmore, 3s. 6d." 

" The 2nd Day of Aug., 1671 — It is ordered that the lead now remayning vj^n 
the Towre, called the Burgess Tbirre be taken off and the steeple of St. Hillarycs 
ChappeU and the steeple of White : church to be covered and repaired therewith ; 
and likewise for the reparaf on of ye gutter of ye p'sh church called White: church/' 

Although this tower served the purpose of a harbican, it is very 
probable that it was erected by ihejirst burgesses of Denbigh, and it 
must be highly interesting to all readers to have here the names of 
the first persons that were ever freemen of this ancient borough, from 
the original Charter of Henry de Lacy. The history of this ancient 
charter is somewhat curious. It bears no date or signature, and al- 
though the seal is affixed, and yery well preserved, the U in Henry dc 
Lacy, is totally efiaced, or, more probably, was never written, but 
a space left for a rubricated or illuminated initial. The date must, 
however, have fallen between A.D., 1283 and 1290, for Edward L, 
on the 28th of August, in the latter year, ratified and confirmed this 
very charter to his tlien "beloved and faithful Henry de Lacy, 
for all his men inhabiting his town of Denbigh." The royal (ratify- 
ing) eharter is now lost, but since i/L is inspected in the ''governing 
charter^' of Charles IL, it has been thought that it was never sent 
back here, and that it may be found among the public records 
at Carlton Ride, the Tower, or some such place in London. Some 
of the charters were, however, a few years back, accidentally found 
among some old documents at au attorney's office in Oswestry, and im- 
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mediately restored to the corporation of Denbigh, who receiYed them 
with gratitude, and more than usnal ceremony. De Lady's charter has 
been carefully preserved among their muniments, as a most curious and 
valuable relic, and even the party of Archaeological gentlemen who 
made a visitation of this town last summer considered it quite a treat 
to have a " peep" at this document, to which so much interest was 
attached on account of its great age^ the beauty of the penmanship, 
and its high state of preservation, coupled with the fact of its being 
written in the tongue of the Norman conquerors, and that it contained 
the names of the very first burgesses of Denbigh — the principal 
followers of the great De Lacy, who came in for a share of the spoils 
at the Conquest of Wales. But not one could decipher it so as to 
make any sense of its contents. However, the Rev. Henry Longueville 
Jones, who is indefatigable in any business connected with antiquities, 
came again, took impressions of the seal, and got permission of the 
corporate authorities to take the curious document up to London, 
and had it read by Albert Way, Esq., honorary secretary to the 
Archocological Institute, and printed in the Archceologia Cambrensia 
for July, 1855, in the original tongue. We are enabled to present 
our readers with a translation from the friendly pen of our worthy 
borough magistrate, William Owen, Esq., with some notes, &c., partly 
compiled from information kindly furnished by the Rev. E. L. Bam- 
well, Head Master of Ruthin School. The article has also been sub- 
mitted, in proof, to several other antiquarian gentlemen. We print it 
in short paragraphs, with the names in columns^ for more convenient 
perusal. 

*' Original Charier of Henry de Laey preserved amongst the Records qfthe Cor* 

poration of Denbigh, 

If cnry de Lacy Earl of Tinooln, constable of Chester, Lord of Rocs and Rowyn- 
ioke [Rlids and Rhuvoniogj to all those who shall see or hear this wxiting (read,) 
saluting. 

Know ye that we have given and granted, and by this our present charter confirmed. 

To JVilliam du Pount/reit (William of Pontefract,) two buigages* in the Town of 
" Vynebieghe"f within the walls, and two curtilages^ in Denbigh without the walls, 
and two ox-landsd (or ox-gangs of land,) with tlie appurtenances in " Leweny/' 

To Adam de Swynemore (Adam of Swinemore,) one burgage in Denbigh within 

* RfiaoAass are any mcMnagM or tenements proper to eidet and borougha. Tbefa were 
originally held of the king or other lord, for % certain annoal chief rent^— properly feoff-rent, 

t In the original it U written *' DTKaBiaoHB," evidently from the Welah name Dimbtcu, or 
Dthdbicii, vulgarly DiNBXcn. 

X CuRTiLAQB, any garden, yard, croft, or field, lying near a meaauoge. 

I OzLAMD or OxoANQ ; thlaiaaaidtobeasmuchasone.orByokeof oxenoouldplowandkeep 
in tilth. It has been generally eatiinated at )6 acrca. Skene says only 13 ; but, like the carucate 
and other old divisions of hind, depended much on the nature of the aoil. 
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the wallf, and one cartilage in Denbigh without the walls, with one ox-gang of land 
with the appnrtenancee in " AMtrtt Cantm"* 

To Biektard de Skeretworthe one bnrgage in Denbigh within the walls, and one 
cartilage in Denbigh without the walla, and one ox-gang of land with the appnr- 
tenances in Lleweny. 

To William Pedeleure one burgage in Denbigh within the walls, and one cartilage 
in Denbigh without the walls, and one ox-gang of land with the appurtenances in 
Lleweny. 

To Adam del Banke (Adam of the bank^-— query — hill f) two burgages in Denbigh 
within the walls, and two curtilages in Denbigh without the walls, and two ox-gangs 
of land with the appurtenances in Lleweny. 

To John de Weetmerland one burgage in Denbigh within the walls, and one 
curtilage in Denbigh without the walls, and one ox-gang of land with the appur- 
tenances in Lleweny. 

To Thtmuu de Ilulionef one burgage in Denbigh within the walls, and one 
enrtilago with the appurtenances in Denbigh without the walls. 

To the same Thomas a bnrgage in Denbigh within the walls, and a cartilage in 
Denbigh without the walls, and one ox-gang of land with the appurtenances in 
Ueweny. 

To Adam de Cattelford two burgages in Denbigh within the walls, and two 
eartOages in Denbigh without the walls, and one ox-gang of land with the appur- 
tenances in Lleweny. 

To William le Pal^eyman (William the groom) one burgage in Denbigh within 
the walls, and one curtilage in Denbigh without the walls, and one ox-gang of land 
with the appurtenances in " Kil/kr,"X 

To Pieree the eon of Robert le Clerke (Robert the derk) one burgage in Denbigh 
within the walls, and one curtilsge in Denbigh without the walls, and one ox- 
gang of land with the appurtenances in Lleweny. 

To Biehard de BemeeUghe one burgage in Denbigh within the walls, and one 
curtilage in Denbigh without the walls, and one ox-gang of land with the appur- 
tenances in Astrad Canon. 

To Tliomae Pye a burgage in Denbigh within the walls, and one curtilage in Den- 
bigh without the walls, and one ox-gang of land with the appurtenances in Lleweny. 

To Anable de Blakebume one burgage in Denbigh within the walls, and one 
cartilage in Denbigh without the walls, and one ox-gang of land with the appur- 
tenances in Lleweny. 

To John de Stoynemore one bnrgage in Denbigh within the walls, and one 
cartilage in Denbigh without the walls, and one ox-gang of land with the appur- 
tenances in Astrad Canon. 

To Walter Fitx Egline (son of Egline) one burgage in Denbigh within the walls, 
and one curtilage in Denbigh without the walls, and one ox-gang of land with the 
appurtenances in Astrad Canon. 

* In fh« ancient dlTisiom of Wales giren in tha Arcbseology It is Tsraio Owbk.— W. Owbk. 

t His descendants were called Bultoks or Hiltons, and were conneeted with this locality 
down to the last century. 

X ** Culfordd, or as it is now corraptW spelt fcilford.'*— W. Ownit. In " Pops NicaoLAa's 
Taxatioh, A.D., 1S08," it is styled" KiLronN,*' and is still Tvlgarly so pronounced, with u as 
in BOLL, or as written in Welsh Cilvfwbii, which woold imply roBNAcn cobmbb, nook, or 
QuBBT.— Was there ever a Roman, or later pottery or brickworin here ? 
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To Jokm de AdMi§Um$ one InuiafB In Dnbigh wiUiin tho wallii, aad oim 
curtilage In Denbigh withoot the welb» and one os^ang of land with the appnr- 
tenanoeain Uewenj. 

To iloder/ M» ^ T^loMOf liM Foiai|/V«j/ one bnrgage In DanUgh within the waUa, 
and one cartilage in Denbigh with the appnrtenanoea without the walla. 

To WUUam d§ 8Uiftuham€ one burgage In Denbigh witUn the walla, and one 
oortUage in Denbigh without tlie walli^ and one os-gang of land with the appnr- 
tenanoea in Ueweny. 

To AUxamd§r d§ Dim§caair§ one burgage in Denbigh within the waUa^ and one 
eurtilage in Denbigh without the walla, and one oz-gang oC land with the appnr- 
tenancea in Ueweny. 

To Affnn the daugkUt i(fRickard d§ HieMingt one burgage In Denbigh within 
the walla, and one curtilage hi Denbigh without the waOa, and one oz-gang oC land 
with the appnrtenanoei in Ueweo j. 

To 2!lofliM« Jon qfThomMidM Pcmmifihrii one bagage in Denbigh witUn the waBa, 
and one cartilage in Denbigh without the walla, and one os-gang of land with the 
appurtenanooi in Ueweny. 

To JokH mm ofRog^r U Q^itu, (Roger the Cook) one burgage In Denbigh within 
the wall^ and one curtilage in Denbigh without the walla, and one os-gang of land 
with tlie appnrtenanoea in Ueweny. 

To Hmry U Clerki^ (Otarke or OUotm), one bnigage hi Denbigh witUn the 
walla, and one cartilage in Denbigh without the walls, and one oz-gang of land with 
the appnrtenanoea in Ueweny. 

To John de WUberUy one burgage in Denbigh within the walla, and one eortilago 
in Denbigh without the walli^ and one oz-gang of land with the appnrtenanoea In 
Ueweny. 

To PUm U TWiMirt (the tailor,) one burgage in Denbigh witldn the wallii, aad 
one curtilage in Denbigh without the wall^ and one ox-gang of land with the appur^ 
tenanoeain Ueweny. 

To Henxy del Wyce one burgage in Denbigh within the walla, and one cnrtilaBe 
in Denbigh without the walla, and one ox-gang of land with the' appnrtenanoea in 
Aatrad Canon. 

To Jokm do Sjpmmdeiion one buigage in Denbigh within the waOa, and one 
curtilage in Denbigh without the walla, and one oz-gang of land with the i^ur- 
tonancosln Wickwero.| 

To John do MooionoW one burgage in Denbigh within the walla^ and one 
curtilage In Denbigh without the walls, and one oz-gang of land with the appur- 
tenanoeain Ueweny. ^ 

Also to the same John a burgage with the appnrtenanoei hi Denbigh within the 
walls. 

• or K in Le Clbbc wat Always mnto in Norman Freadi, h it i« in the modcn. 
t Tbere was an old fiunily of the name of TATU>n long aetUed at Denbigli. Aldennaa IMov 
of Denbigh was living about the middle of the seventeenth eentoiy. 

t A township in the parish of St. Asaph, now written WiavAiB from a belief that its etvnolocy 
is GwiQ If Ain, (St.) Mary's Wood, there being a ruinous chspel dedicated to the Ylnia, andia 
fine spring sailed Ftkmoii taw, llaff7*s Well. Wiokwsbb eonld, however, be moie natanlir. if 
not so plausibly, derived ftrom Wiqwbbn, alder rrove, or WiawBBDD, green wood, because ttie 
name is never pronounced WievAin, but always Wickwbb. 

I The Welu "Mobtyms** did not assume the name until the reign of Elisabeth. 
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To nomai M Fekt tms bnrgige In Dnblfh irithln Um will*, and ooa eortUtge 
fn Denbigh wtthont tho wills. 

To Witllam BatMi* one burgage in Denbigh witbiD tba walli, end one cormtge 
In Denbigh without tbe Willi, wiUi the apparteuDces. 

To WVWm U nti Griffrf (QrlHtfa }) one borgiiga In Denbigh within tho mllf, 
•ad one curtilage with tbe appnrtsnancea withont the wall*. 

To Adam de Catherimu one bai^;aga fn Denbigh within tbe walla, and one 
cnrtitage vrlth the appnrtenanoe* In Denbigh without tbe walli. 

ToMofn dt Brenleghef one burgage tn Dentrigh within the walla, and one curti- 
lage iritb the appnrtenaneea In DenUgb withont the walla. 

To /oAn d» So—t one burgage in Denbigh within the walla, and one cnitlt^e 
with tho appartsnaacM In DenUgh withont the wiUa. 

To Sir nVUam d* U l/imiiilfMt,t paiwni, two bsrgagfe In Denbigh within tba 
walta, and two onrtOagaa with the appnitenaaea* in Denbigh withont tbe walli. 

To the aaoM Bir ^HUam one bni^gag* with the appnitananaea in Denbigh wltUn 
Am walla. 

To Weltard di Ooinevrfht one burgage in Denbigh within the willt, and on* 
enrtflaga in Dantdgfa without the walla, and ona ox-gang of land with tbe appor- 
tenaneea In Aitnd Canon, 

To SabtTi it BteUtalt one burgage In DenUgh within the walla, and ona 
eoitilage in Denbigh without the walla, and one oz-gang of land with the ^>pnT- 
teMncea In Aatrad Canon. 

To JIa<(A iMl Ptke (Ralph of the Peake.) one burgage in Denbigh within tba walla, 
and one cnrUlige irith the appurtenaneea in DeoUgh without the walla. 

To SieJiard Pygot* one bni^gige in DenUgh within the walli, and on* curtilage 
In DenU^ without the walla, and one oz-gang of land with the appurtenaneea In 
Baringa.B 

To Saitrt dr (Mrtkt one ox-gang of land with the ^pnrtenancea in Uewenj. 

And to tbe (ATM ^nipUfrt 4^ ^{niHa da Z«AJiwa ona cut-gang of land with the 



To have and to hold, to them and to tbdr bain, and to tiielr BnglM Aadgni, 
Uving in the afbnaald Town of Denbigh within tbe walla, from ua and from our 
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hflin, bj the oonditioiifl underwrttteo, that it to mj, that each of the aforenid 
Biugessea, — 



William da Potmtfreit, 

Adam de Swynemore. 

Richard de Shereeworthe. 

William Pedeloure* 

Adam del Banka. 

John de Weetmerland. 

Thomas de Hultone, 

Adam de Castelford. 

William le Palfireimon. 

Pieraa Fits Robert le derke. 

Richard de Bemealeghe. 

Thomas Pye. 

Anable de Blakebume. 

John de Swynemore. 

Walter Fits Bgline. 

John de Adlingtone. 

Robert Fits 'J'homas da Pontefract. 

William do Btavnoburtio, 

Alisaunder do Donccostro. 

Agnes daughter of Rich, do Ilickelinge. 



Thomas Fits Thomas da Ponntfreit. 

John Fits Roger le Quien. 

Henry le Clerice. 

John de Wilberley. 

PieresleTailUNir. 

Uonry del Wyce. 

John de Symundeston. 

John de Mostone, 

Thomas del Peke. 

William Baskete. 

William Fits Grilfiri'. 

Adam de Cathcrtone. 

Allay de Brereleghe. 

John do Rosso. 

Sir William de la Montaigoe, parson.' 

Richard do Dokowortho. 

Robert do Ecdcaalo. 

Raufu dol Peko. 

Richard Pygot. 



And the heirs, or the assigns of each of these (being English) shsU find a man 
armed in the aforesaid Town of Dcubigh« within the walls, to gaurd and to defima 
the aforesaid Town — " Un homme defenidble en vUle de DyneUegke dedenx lei 
mure a la gttrde ei la drfene,*' — ^for each bargage and cartilage before named. 

And those who hold ox-lands only shall perform the service appertaining to ox- 
lands. 

And each of the Bnrgesses before named, and the heirs, or assigns of each of the 
aforesdd (English) shall render to us and to our heirs yearly one penny at Christmas 
on account of housegable* for each of the borgages and cartilages aforesaid. 

Except Sir WilHam de la Montaigue, parson, who shall pay at Christmas aa 
aforesaid for the burgages and curtilages aforenamed sixteen pence. 

John de Mottonet on the same conditions, for one burgage four pence. 
JRichard de Dokeworthe, on the same conditions, for one burgage and one 
cartilage, twelve pence. 

Robert de Eceleedle, on the same conditions, for one bargage and one cortilago, 
twelve pence. 

And JZoH/e del Peke, on the same conditions, for one burgage and one curtllagei 
two half-pence. 

And in like manner each of those before named who hold ox-lands shall render 
to us and to our hdrs, for each of the said ox-lands severally, forty pence yearly; 
that is to say, twenty pence at the feast of Pentecost, and twenty pence at the 
feast of St Michael. 

Except Richard de Sheretworike, Adam de KendaU, John de Wettmerland, 
John de AdHngion, Walter Fitz Egline, Henry le Gierke, Robert de Bce/eeale, 



* Gablb or Oabbllb U a tax on immoTablc jtronertj in contra-dittinction to Costom, which in 
a dutj or tax upon moreablet. Ho vsboablb ngniilek cent paid to the crown or lord of the manor. 
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%xA_Hmirf M W$e€, who shall render to ns and to oar heirs, each of them for him* 
self, the lioowgable peooe aforenamed, jearly, as long as they IIto; and, after their 
decease, their lietrs, or their assigns, and the heirs of their heirs, and the heirs of 
their English assigns, shall each of them render to us and to our heirs jearly for 
each ox-gang of land aforesaid forty pence, on the conditions aforesaid, for the 
burgages and the curtilages, — the housegable pence before named, on the terms 
aforesaid. 

And be it known, that the hdrs and assigns, and the heirs of the English 
assigns, of all the burgesses aforenamed shall render to us and to our heirs, the 
•first year after the death of their ancestors, for the burgages and the curtilages 
•foresaid, one penny as rei^f,* 

And the heirs and the assigns, and the heirs of the assigns of all those who 
hold oz-gangs of land shall render to us and to our heirs, the first year after 
tike death of their ancestors, for each ox-gang of land, forty pence as relief. 

Except, that the heirs and the assigns of the aforesaid Sir William, and the heirs 
of his assigns, shall render to us and to our hdrs, the first year after the death of 
their ancestors, for the burgage and curtihige, sixteen pence as relief. 

The heirs and assigns of John dt Mottone shall render to us and to our heir^ 
ilie first year after the death of their ancestors, for his burgage, four pence as relief, 

TIm heirs and the assigns of Richard dt Dokeworthe,. shall render to us and 
to our heirs, the first year after the death of their ancestors, for the burgage and 
curtilage, twel?e pence as relief. 

The heirs and the assigns of Rob$rt d$ Eccleaale, shall render to us and to 
our heirs, the first year after the death of their ancestors, for the aforesaid burgage 
and cnrtiisge, twel?e pence as relief. 

And the heirs and tbe assigns of Ra^fe del Peke, shall render to us and to our 
heirs, the first year after the death of their ancestors, for one burgage and one 
eurtilsge, two ItaJf-penoe as relief. 

And if any of the aforesaid burgesses, or his heirs, or his assigna aforesaid, shall, 
fail to'guard and defend, dther by himself or by a defensible man, the said Town of 
Denbigh, as before mentioned, each burgage, curtilage, and ox-gang of land shall 
be forfdted to us and to our hdrs, or to those who shall be Lords of the Castle at 
Denbigh, in our hand^, or in thdr hands, to be sdzed and retained. 

Lilcewise, in the case of those who fail to perform the above-mentioned serTice, 
or if a man armed, on their behalf, does not come witliin a year and a day to per- 
form the said service, and cause all arrears of the said service whatever to be 
performed, then the burgages, curtilages, ox -gangs of land and appurtenances, shall 
be forfdted to us and our heirs, to be done with according to our pleasure. 

Moreovei, we have granted for ourselves, and for our heirs, that our burgeseea 
•foresaid, and their heirs, and thdr assigns afuresdd, shall have koiuebotetf and 
Aajfbottft in the wood called *' CoedeUwmny" — that is to say, from the road which 

* K tribate paid to the lord for taking up the estate which was reUpsed or ftdkn in by the 
death of the tenant. — Blackstonb. 

t HoetaaoTB b the right to an allowanoe of timber from the lord's forest, for building sad 
repairing. 

IHatbotb tlgniJlee petir.iHicn to cat thorns, brnclwcod, and watts tisabtr for fmelag,— 
** eawNAa i aoaai caowt aa," as tkt Welsh woald better aspieas It. 
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(OM from Denbigh to " Poni Orifjfn" ai for ai the Blewey,] in light of our 
foresten.* 

Furthermore, we have granted to the aforesaid bargeMe^, and to their hein and 
aligns aforesaid, the oommon of pasture for their own beasts, rising and lyingf 
in the same Town (ship) of Denbigh, with free right of entrance and issue from the 
aforesaid wood. 

Also that thej shall depasture in oommon with other fret men qfUewemg, In 
time of lattermathyt After the bay and com are carried away. 
. And we will, and grant for ourselves, and for our heirs that each bugeas who 
holds a burgage in the aforesaid Town of Deobit;h, within the walls, shall have the 
right of free pannage|| for six of his pigs in the aforesaid wood in the time of pamiage, 
-»that is, from the feast of St. Michael to the feast of St. Martin ; and if they bare 
more pigs they shall pay as others of the country do ; retaining to ourselves, and to 
our heirs, our forest* our warren, and all things appertaining to the forest and 
warren, and all kinds of birds of prey. 

And all the burgesses residing in the Town of Denbigh within the walls, and their 
heirs, and their assigns aforesaid, shall gritid their wheat and their malt at our 
Mills of Denbigh and Astrad, at the rate of the twentieth vessel.^ 

And all the afinresatd burgesses, and their heirs and their assigns aforesaid, who 
have not an oven of their own, shall bake in our common oven within the same town. 

And, moreover, we have granted to the aforesaid burgesses, to their heirs, and to 
their assigns, that they be free of tollage and stallage through all our lands of Wales 
and England, and that they have the attachments of tlieir burgages, within the Town, 
together with the keepinff t^ the prieon therein, reserving to ourselves and to our 
heirs, the pledges, fti»es, and ransoms, and the administration of justice, and every 
thing appertaining to the administration of justice. 

And we, and our hein, shall secure the aforesaid burgages, curtilages, ox-gangt 



• In view, or under ths inspection, with the i^pniral and penniMioa of those who bad diarge 
ef ths foce»t. 

-that Is as msay 



t "LsvA.aim BT OoocaAirra.**— Rlilaf aadlylnir,— orgnsiagand lying,— I 
as th* land is capable of maintaining throughoat the year. 

It would appear from the Bye-lawe of iS07i that the horgeaeee were honnd to keep poet* 
hones for the Queen'* eerviee.— Um. That eu*y Bur^fMe cf the said Tnwne, or the Jnhahiianta 
within the same, at all tymcs from hrnsfurth. when and as ofte as oceavon shall tcquire, vpon 
vamlnge to them or any of the' given from the Aldermen and Bailifes, or any one of them, or 
any cunstahle, or nnderennstahle. or Sergeant at mare of the laid lowne. shalbe rei'ir «iih 
there horses or geldlnges, wth fnmltarr to the taire. at such tyme as sliaihe appointed for 
them to serre the Queenes mit'dft, berberies and sticorsaors In sorh service as shall ap*u to to 
Posts, or otherwise. Any Pur^esse or Jnhabitact iclnslng to sufi-ly T' serrire, < r, at the leaste, 
to hire, a hone or geldinge for that nurpoee, v hen nerde shall m rrnuire, shall forfeit for cu*y 
such defaulte, to be forthw'ih levied of bis goodes, the sums iU«< ii^d." 

t " Bn TiMre vosBTS.*' In grren time, in the time of aflermalh, or after-grasii. The par* 

Kit of the clause is somewhat obscure ; perhsps It means that thejr wei« allowe<l to depasturo 
e, always and everywhere, except within temporary enclosures of meadows or haj-lands, and 
cultivated parU of the forest.— the "ox-gsngs of land** which were tlie private property of each 
otner, except in the latter end of the season, when no damage could be done to the crops, and 
tlieir horacs and cattle might, unheeded, run in common. 

I Pannage is the right of turning swine into the woods, to feed on mast. There ate aome 
curious regulations of this custom in the Laws of Howel the Good, King oi \l sles. 

^ ^^^••■hr'iS Domesday called Vawolom, a certain nsasars ef wheat or any gnia, but bow 
iifflfli II contained is unoertaia* 
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of land Mid the appnrtnianees, commoiit» and pannages, and all the other francUaef 
and rights before-mentioned, to the aforesaid borgesses,— 



Wi]liatn» 


Richard, 


Thomas, 


Wniiam» 


Adam, 


Thomas, 


John, 


Adam, 


Richard, 


Anable, 


Henry, 


Alayn, 


William, 


John, 


John, 


John, 


Adam, 


Walter, 


Pieres, 


Sir William, 


John, 


John, 


Henry, 


Richird, 


Thomas, 


Robint, 


John, 


Robert, 


Adam, 


William, 


John, 


Rauf^ (Ralph,) 


William, 


Alexander, 


Thomas, 


Richard, 


Fierce, 


Agnes. 


William, 


Robert, 




And the three danchti 


an of Eynnon 


de Lodelowe. 



And to their hdrs and assigns aforesaid, and for the aforeaaid aenrioes wQl 
gnarantee and defend the granta aboYO, so long as onr Lord, the King of England* 
and his heirs, shall gnarantee to ns onr lands in Wales. 

In witness of which things of the one hand of the hand-writing, kept with the 
aforesaid bnrgesses, and their heirs, and assigns, we have censed onr seal to be 
aflIzM, and on the other half kept with ns and our heirs, the aforesaid burgesses^ in 
behalf of themselres and their heirs, haye affixed their seals. 

These are witneeses :— 



Monsire Johan de Grey, "^ 

8ire Johan Dargenteyn* > Knights. 

Shre Robert de Shirlond, I 

Site Williame de Nony, 

Thomas de Fisshbnme» 

Sire William, the person of Denbigh, 

Robert de Bynecestrsi, 

William de Caldeootei. 

Chitmwy Vyohan, 

GrilT ap Rees, and others. 

It hM been considered a matter of sarprise tbat no Salusbury, 
Ckambres, Heaton, Dryhurtt, Rasindale, or Laihom, appears in the 
foregoing docnraent, although we have been accustomed to treat the 
foanders of each of those families as followers of De Lncy. Some of 
these may, however, appear in the *' Extenta de Denbighe" resenred 
for the supplementary pnrtr of this work. They may have been the 
" other free men of Lleweny" mentioned in the above-cited charter. 

The loss of the first volume of the Corporate Records has left a 
blank of upwards of three hundred years in our municipal history. 
The compiler collected, in alphabeticid order, the names of nearly one 
thousand persons, who were sworn burgesses of Denbigh, betweeen 
the granting of Elizabeth's Charter (1597)> and the time when the 
fortrass is supposed to have been dismantled (immediately after the 
Restoration), and Peake, Pigot, Taylor, Hilton, and Clarke, are the 
only nam^s on that list that can be recognised as having been borne 
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ly the original followers of tlie Nonnan founder of thia mnnicipalitjr. 
Our catalogue is made up of one Archer, gent; one Jshion, one At- 
kinson, two Bakers, tailors, foreigners, imported in tbe reign of 
Elizabeths one Ball, esquire; two Barrows, cardmakers, al»o 
foreigners ; one Bannister, a son of Vulcan ; one Barlow, aizteen 
Barkers, a funnily extensively engaged in the tanning and leather 
trade, of whom one was in holy orders. It is likely enough that they 
adopted their surname from their profession, ** barker^' being the 
Welsh for tanner, from bark, which is so much used in the prepa* 
ration of leather. One Blaken^ two Burtonheads, mercers ; one 
Browne, a page to Sir Thomas Salusbury, Bart. ; one Busbridge, m 
colonel in the army ; one Burbadge, gent., of Bucks ; one BarthO' 
lomew, chirurgeon ; one Bennyon, alias Ithel; thirteen Burehenshaws, 
mostly members of the corvisors and tailors companies, with one 
clergyman, and a few gentlemen ; eight Beswieks, glo?e-manufac- 
turers ; seven Billinges, connected with " Demerchion ;" two 
Carters, Col. Sir John, and William of Beacbampton, Bucks, gent; 
nine Chambres\ gentlemen, capital burgesses, and corporate officers ; 
three Chaloners, two Clarkes, of the ** Cittie of Ijondon ;" one a 
*' Mr. of Artes and minister of the Worde of God ;" four Curtises, 
all glovers ; nine Conways, including those of " Botruthan" (Bod- 
ryddan) Gwernigron, &c., esquires ; and a family of " sadlers," of 
Denbigh; one Cotrell, a "pewterer;" twelve C/oii^^#, gentlemen, 
esquires, and one knight, — common-councilmen, aldermen, sheriffs^ 
and treasurers of the corporation, &c., with one glove-manufacturer ; 
one Daye, seventeen Davies*, " mercers, corvisors, and taylors," and 
one in orders ; six Davids, all " foreign" W^elsh mechanics ; three 
Ap Davids, fullers, weavers, &c. ; one Draycoate, ** deputy-register*' 
of this diocese ; twenty-seven Doulbens (or Dolbens^, of Segroit, &c., 
gentlemen, and esquires — one a prelate ; with exhuberent branches of 
tanners, glovers, linendrapers, goldsmiths, and blacksmiths j eleven 
Drihursts (or Dryhursts^ — some gentlemen — others tanners, cor- 
visors, glovers, and haberdashers ; three Ellis,' — two *' taylors" 
and a ** feltmaker ;" two Ap Ellis', tanners ; four Edwardi^ and 
Edwardes', corvisors ; two Ap Edwards', a tanner and " sadler ;'* 
nineteen Evans', including several gentlemeo, tanners, glovers, and 
tailors; ten Eve^, a family originally of saddlers and corvisors, 
who ultimately became " gentlemen ;*' one Farr, a cutler ; one Foxe, 
six Fivions, (or Phivians), a family engaged in textile manufacturea ; 
thirteen Fletchers, corvisors ; seventeen Foulks (or Ffoulkes'), chiefly 
glovers, — the head of their house being one ** F/owlke the Glover." 
Several **/orin" botchers, carpenters, and tailors of this name pur- 
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pbMed tLeir freedcm. Some of the ancient family of " Ffoulkes** 
of BriTintt, who were also conndered **foriner8y* likewise purchased 
the rights and privileges of bargesses. Fonr Griffith9 — one a citizen 
and embroiderer of London* and one styled " Sir Robert ap John ;'* 
fonr GemettB, hat-manufacturers; one Guy, sixteen Jp Huffhs, 
chiefly '*/oriners" corrisors, tanners, fullers, and smitlis ; fifteen 
Huphe9\ many of whom were tanners, or extensively engaged in the 
leather trade, with one attorney attending the Council of the Marches ; 
three Ap Harrys, ten Howards, corrisors and saddlers ; two Hoi' 
lands, three Heroeys, glove-manufacturers ; one Hilton, three Halls, 
one a citizen and merchant of London ; one Humphrey's, of Oundles, 
Montgomery ; five Hamnetts, — a family of corvisors ; five Heatons, 
gentlemen, common councillors, &c., and two corvisors; thirteen 
Jp Jeuans, mostly corvisors; nine Jaxons, corvisors and tailors; 
one Jackson, gent., of Oxfordshire ; seven Jp Johns, glovers ; seven 
Johne^, tanners and corvisors ; twenty-five Jones\ — one of whom 
was John Jones, *' sonne to Ric : Barker, being sonne and heire to 
bis father ;" two James\ one Kadwalader, six Knowles\ saddlers 
and glovers ; nine Knowsleys, mercers, capital burgesses, &c. ; five 
LathomSf mercers; one Litton, neieu Lemiff, — one "cittizenand 
gouldsmyth of London,*' others glovers of Denbigh ; two Llewelyns, 
about seyenty Lloyds, including those sprung from Foxhall, Wick- 
wer, Brynlluarth, Segroit, Halkin, Llech, Cefn, Gwrych, Yaynol, &c.,of 
whom were many mercers, glovers, &c., — some clergymen, barristers, 
merchant- tailors, clerks of the Council of the Marches, one knight, 
&c. ; one Lunt, one Lynall, hatter, also citizen of Chester ; one 
Madoeks, of Bron-yw ; eight Mathews^, of Llewcny, gentlemen : with 
younger branches of *' Lynendrap'* ;*' one Maylan — *' one of the 
last minstrels ;" one Maynard, — Sir John, ** knight of the noble 
Order of the Bath ;" one Mayo, upwards of thirty Myddeltons, 
including two knights, and two baronets. The Myddeltons of that 
period mny be thus classed : the original Myddeltons of Gwaenynog, 
'* esquires," who were for ages oflicially connected with the corpo- 
ration, as town-councillors, aldermen, or chief magistrates. The 
Myddeltons of London — citizens, '' gouldsmyths, diers," &c. The 
Myddeltons, ''lords of Chirke and Chirkeland," descending from 
Sir Thomas Myddelton, formerly of Galch-hill, Lord Mayor of 
London, — capital burgesses, members of parliament, &c. The Myd- 
deltons of Denbigh town, — tanners, mercers, haberdashers, hatters, 
&c. The Myddeltons of Ystrad, &c. :— Sir Hugh, Sir William, Sir 
Thomas, and Sir Richard, were common-councilmen of Denbigh ; one 
Meredith, two Mershes, common-councilmen, &c. ; three Mertons, — 
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chiefly "of the company of glovew;'* one Miiii, one Moatyn,^^ 
Robert^ ''Bonne to Sir Roger Moatyn ;" six MorffaM, chiefly 
saddlers; eight Morris* (or Mauricea)^ smiths and tannersi 
**foriner9f* from " Uanivith and Llanrhayader ;*' one Ap Morris, 
four 3fu«^rooe»— rprofession unknown ; four Myvods, gentlemen, of 
Plas-meivod; one Newell, ''cittizen and merchant- tay lor of London; 
one Norris, captain in the *' royalist army ;" six Owens, *' forin^s, 
from "Llanroosty Ahergeley, Peutre D?/' &c., — one a "milner, 
(miUer) ; one Jp Owen, a disciple of Crispin ; two Olivers, — a clergy- 
man and son; eleven Parrys, mostly "joyners and smytha/* with 
one ' chimrgeon, ¥rhom Sir Hugh Myddelton recommends as his 
'* cozen, and a fitte and proper persone to he recorder.'* And^ 
doubtless, he was " a right worthy burgess." See Chief Corporate 
Officers, p. Ill — Capital Burgesses, Recorders, &c. Three Pattons, 
knights of the cleaver ; ten Pantons, gentlemen and esquires, — one 
recorder, and M.P, for the borough — one. Sir Thomas Panton, in 
holy orders ; with off-shoots of glovers and ** taylors ;" one Phillips, 
nine Pigotts, whose rank or profession is not given ; two Pennants 
(of " Bychton)," ancestors of our historian ; eighteen Prices, fullers, 
hatters, glovers, tanners, tailors, and smiths — one a scrivener, one a 
gentleman, '' sonne of Bice ap William ap Rice of Aberchweeler, 
attendante on the Hon^i* S' Henry Yelverton, knight, his ma^* Attor^ 
ney Gen' rail;'' eight Peakes, gentlemen, glovers, and "hammermen ;'* 
three Powells, tanners ; six Pierses, "/oriners ;" four Plethynsp 
(Bleddyn, Welsh), all in the glove trade ; seven Priehards, (or 
Pritchard) "Lynendrap**" and tanners — one a citizen and merchant of 
London ; thirteen Jp Richards, glovers, and corvisors ; one Powell^ 
tanner ; one Rock, gent. ; one Ransgrave, alias Ravenscroft, ** Tho- 
mas, Sonne and heire to Robt. Ravenscroft of Breyton ;" four 
Reades, — of a family of butchers originally^ from which sprung 
several tanners and smiths ; six Rees and Jp Rees, of the guild of 
" taylors ;" one Reynalds, gent. ;" one Rider, profession unknown ; 
eight Rutters, glove-manufactures, ascending up to "gentlemen," 
common-councilmen, and corporate officers. Bishop Rutter, as we 
are told, sprung from the same stock. Fourteen Jp Roberts, glovers, 
corvisors, tanners, and tailors ; twenty Roberts*, glovers and gentle* 
men — one a cutler (of London),-— one a " doctor in-devynitie," cup 
almoner t6 the king ; one* Richardson, (of Oresford) ; thirteen 
Runcorns, branching into different families — chiefly tanners and 
corvisors ; two Rogers*, carvers, &c. ; five Shatts, glove-manufac* 
turers, — common-councilmen ; two Smottes, one Strutt, a " ham* 
merman ;" two Swaynes, (or Swain), heads of a tribe of corvisors ; 
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aboat fiftj Salu96ury9, including seyeral knigbta, baronets, sheriffs^ 
Aldermen, bigh-stewards, and members of parliament for tbis 
borougb and county, — descending through the various grades of 
baronets, knights, esquires, right worshipfuis, gentlemen, clergymen, 
''preachers in di?initie," mercers, tanners, glovers, ironmongers, 
corvisors, &c., from the Sir John (Salusbury), of Lleveny, knights and 
baronets, down to "John Salusbury, of Lleweny, husbandmtn;" 
one Sneade, glover ; two Stoddarts, apothecaries (7) ; two Smyths, 
— one a chief corporate officer; five ThelwalU, (of " Plasward*'), 
esquires,— one an M.P. for the borough;, two Taylors, — one an 
alderman ;' fifteen Thomai and Jp Thomat^, glovers, tailors, and 
glasiers ; three ToifUinsans, with no given profession ; two Tread' 
ffimlds, corvisors ; two Thuiors, three TurrelU, {pt Bucks), — one an 
M.P. for Denbigh; three Turbridyes, esquires; two Tyerbys, 
glove-manufacturers; twelve TwisloTu, some capital burgesses and 
corpoarte officers, and others stewards of the companies of tanners^ 
glovers, and mercers — others butchers and graxiers ; one TunsHeton, 
colonel in Cromwell's army ; fifteen Fauyhans, or Fyckans, chiefly 
glove-manufi(bturers,— some gentlemen, including the Yaughans of 
Qroes ; one a recorder, one a captain in the army, brotiier to the 
'* Right Ho'**'* John lorde Vaughan ;'* one Feyner, three JFaliotu, 
corvisors ; one Weaver, gent. ; three fFhitleys (of A8hton),-^two 
officers in King Charles's army; one Windehanke, "sonne toffrauncts 
Windebanke, Secretarie of State ;" one WhitteranyU, esquire ; one 
JFinway ; nineteen fFUiianu\ chiefly **/oriner9," gentlemen and 
esquires, including those of Ystumcolwyn, who were allied to Lord 
Lumley.— -5etf fVhitehureh, Five Ap Williams, glovers, and ten 
Wynnes, including the Wynnes of Lleweny, Melai, " Wynn of Estrad," 
Wynnes of "Bottvarrie," and Wynne of Eyarth, "servante in 
Lyverie to the Right hon^'* S' Thomas Chamberlayne, knight, 
Chieff Jvstice of Chester." 

These were the names of the burgesses of Denbigb two hundred 
years back. Even as early as the time of Elizabeth, the Pomfrets, 
Swinemores, Westmorlaiids, Blakcburns, Addlingtons, Sheresworths, 
Doncasters, Wilberleys, &c., were no more. Not a single individual 
among our present burgesses can say that he bears " even a name" 
inherited from the first " firee men of Dynebieghe." The Peakes are 
now tbe only original municipal Anglo-Norman family connected with 
the locality by property. 

It is very remarkable, that in tbe time of James L and Charles I., 
the burgesses numbered twice as many as at present, and when we 
add to these all apprentices and/oreij^ journeymen, besides hundreds, 
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at least, of female haada employed in the thea extennre manufaetura 
of gloves, spianiiig, and weaving, the aggregate popalation moat have 
been very considerable for the period. The dismantling of the fortress 
not only annihilated the military ezistence of the place, bat is be- 
lieved to have brought on a decline of trade, and a consequent 
decrease of population. The origin of the leather manu&cturea of 
Denbigh is not known. — See Ancient OuUde^ page 126. Since 
the commencement of the present century the town haa been gradually 
rising again in importance. 

' In 1626, there were only thirty-six non-resident burgesses, and 
many of these lived in the immediate vicinity ; but towarda the cloaa 
of the seventeenth century almost all the landed gentry of North Wsles 
seem to have been ambitious of enrolling their names as burgesses of 
Denbigh, whilst many knights and baronets aspired to the dignity of 
aldermen and recorders. At present, out of a population of nearly 
6,000, only 274 are entitled to exercise the parliamentary franchise I 
In 1827» there were 308 resident, and 101 non-reaident burgesses* 
Again, in 1833, there were 452 electors-i-of these, 352 -frtxt Jreemen, 
and 100 J^IO householders; but now the old freemen have so re- 
markably " died off," or otherwise been disfranchised, that there are 
only 104 left on the list ; whilst the householdiug electors have only 
increased from 100 to 170. If '*one of the professed objects of tho 
Parliamentary and Municipal Reform Acts was greatly to extend 
the franchise," their operation, in the case of Denbigh, Has been juat 
the reverse ; whilst the population has more than doubled* the number 
of burgesses has diminished by nearly one-half. 

But to return to the history of the tower^ the Bye-law of 1597 

enacts : — 

" Yf any Burgeia of the laSd Towne be comited to the Bur§t$u» 7bipr« for 
eiectttionB, affnjes, or any other matter, that they, the p'm so comited, thall lynde 
Bufflciente auerties for keepinge of his wards or gaole. Aod in defiiiilt of findinfe 
suche suerties to abide such imprisonment as the gaolor, &c., wiU ordeyne for his 
own discharge. And if so be that any p'sn or p'sns there comitted as alfortaid 
shall dep'te out of hb gaole or warde, w'thout the licence of the gaolor, then dEO.« 
the Bayliffes and Jaylor sbaU and may go the next day after the prison's breaking* 
his warde and take up and distrayne the prison's goodes and cattail, beinge within 
the same Towne, or libties of the same, and pridit and sell the saide goodes or 
catfelL" 

If tlie prisoner had not effects sufficient, then his sureties were to 
be taken. The jailer was also liable to be distrained upon, and com- 
mitted to the Towert for " ix daies without Baile or mainprise." Ho 
was also to file a true copy of all and every coBunitment, and " to 
tske for eu'y suche coppie but iiijd. only." 
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Parties were often committed to tibe Tmoer for transgressing the 
''twenty*fifUi order of the Town/' which forbade calling *' any honest 
man or woman, within the town or liberties, villaine, theef, Rog, 

Rascally w re, drab, &c. ;** as we find "Robert Salusbury, conrisor, 

comytted for sclanderus woords against Hugh dough and ffirannds 
Twiston." Sometimes they were even ptut in pillory ; hence we find 
— ** paid Robert ap John for makioge a newe pillory, iijs." 

"29th Aligns^ 1602. — It paid to John Smith for the nuaades of jomes fiir 
pQnlflhmt of Rogges (rogues), the some of ijs.'' 

The f oUowing memorandum is copied from the handwriting of Sir 

Hugh Myddelton:-— 

''The znzth Dale of October, 1603, M'redyth Lloyd ; keep, of the Towne 
€kK>le of Denbigli^ Sorrendryd orer hit office rato Robert Lloyd and Robert 
Knowalej, genta.* BaDIiffs of the Towne of DenMgfae, and keepers of the gaole, &e., 
in presens of the p'sons imdemamed, and Us ffees and Duties belonginge vnto the 
said office :— 

By ns, 

Hugh Mtddblton, 
Richard Clouohb, 
' John DnTHVBST, &c, &c" 

** Thomas ap Robt., gaoler, was swome burgess ziiijth Dec. « 1 620.'* 
In 1626, we find '' Edward ap Jeu. of llangwm, in the county of 
Denbigh, being a fmner, admitted and swome, paying tL ; but iiij/. 
z«. was returned vpon considera9on that he shuld demeane himsealf 
as an honest Burgesse, and also that he had senred for diu*se (divers) 
yeares the place of a gaoler, and had beine in great charge for diu'se 
escapes ovt of the said gaole." 

It is a pity that this old tower, which forms so conspicuous and 
fine an object as seen from the opposite hill, should not be repaired 
and conyerted into a museum. 



2 R 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 



MILITARY REMAINS OF DENBIGH CONTINUED— THBT 

EXCHEQUER TOWER. 



Haying already noticed this *' disappeared tower/' in pages 92 and 
96, we need not repeat our observations here. Leland remarks, — " In 
the Towne be bat two gates, — the Eteheker Gate, and the Barges 
Gate. In the first was the Lordes Coarte kept, and in the other the 
Bargessis. The Escheker Gate lyith playne West, and Burgeses 
Gate playne North, The ii Gates, as the campace of the Waulle 
goithy bee a greate flite, shott one frome the other, and betwix them, 
in the Waalle is neaer a Towre. And from the Esker Gate to the 
Castel is neaer a Towre, bat there is a Galery oat of The Caatel into 
it. Theise Towres bee in the Tonne Waalle." 

In this Tower the records of the Lordship of Denbigh were kept, 
and here the lords of the castle once held their coart with feudal 
pomp. The Lordship is comprised of the following hundreds and 
townships :-~ 

HUNDRED OF UWCHDULAS.— (19iieAAf/af.^ 

T0WNSBIP8 IN THB Parish or Llanrwbt. — UanrwBt, Tfhnth-yuAui', Garth- 
garmon, Tybrith-isa', Mathobrwyd, and Gaiihgyfiiniiedd. 

Townships in thb Parish or Eolwtsfach. — Pennant, EagorebrQl, Cefii j 
Coed, and Bodnant. 

Townships in thr Parish or Llansaintftraid. — ^IVallwyn, Dennant and 
Penoros, Trebwll^ and Llan. 

Townships in thr Parish or Llanorillo. — ^Llwydgoed, Mochdre, Dinerth, 
Rhiw, Cilgwyn, and Colwyn. 

Townships in thr Parish or Llanrlian.— Bodlennjn, Twnnan, and 
Llaethfan. 
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HUNDRED OF ISDULAS. 
Townships in thb Pabish of Bbttws. — ^Trorarth, CUben, MMt^gwiok, 
I, and Bodlymmen. 



Townships in thb Paush of Abbroblb. — Sirior^ Brynflanigle, Nan(» Hea^ 
dr^gydsy Gwiych, Abergele, Towyn, Bodoryn, Botegwal, and Dolganed. 

Townships in tbb Pabish of St. Gbobob. — ^Tregidog and MeiTod. 
Township in thb Pabish of St. Asaph.—- WigCsir. 

HUNDRED OF UWCHALED. 
Towl^sBiPs IN THB pABiSH OF Llanfaiii. — ^BodrochwyB and CQiM, TJreboiit» 
Cyiman^ Gatibewin, Fkydygoed, Flstnial Comwd, Barrog, and lUludani. 

Township in tbb Pabish of Cobwbn. — Gwcrnbowel. 

Township in thb Pabish of Tspttty {Ho9griify),—'Vrf9, 

Townships in thb Pabish op Cbbbiotdbvioion. — Vrjt, Cwmpsnanner/ 
Uaethwryd, Clostyblaidd, Hafod/maidd, FoeL 

Township in thb Pabish of Llanfihanobl CO^yH^Mgfyr,) — ^FoeL 

Townships in thb Pabish of Gwtthbrin. — Penuofaay and Penisa*. 

Townships in thb Pabish of Llansannan. — Rbjdeidlon, Beidiog, Penaled,' 
Cbwibren, Arcbwedlog, liysaled, Heskin, Grogor, Deonan^ Arllwyd, Poityn, and 
Hendrerenlg. 

Townships in thb Pabish of Llannbftdd— Caireglynydd CCmrwetyffnyddJt- 
Dinaiigadlai, Benin, Bodyscawn, Talybryn, IJecfaiyd, and PenparcUwyd. 

HUNDBED OF IHALED. 

Townships in thb Pabish of Llanynys. — ^Yaodbion and Bacbymbyd. 

Townships in thb Pabish of Nantolyn. — Hondre, Plas, Blaenao, and 
Cwmllwm. 

Townships in thb Pabish of Llanbhaiadb.— Cader, . TVefyddbyohain, 
Pdon, Segrc^t Uchs, Segrolt laa', JAwjrh lAeweiog, and CUoedig {CUeediffJ, 

# • 

Townships in thb Pabish of Hbnllan. — ^Uwchcaeren, (EflfcAecrM), Tal- 
dracfa, Twysog, Eriviatfc, Gwaenynog, BodeUiog, Park, Ueweney, Bannister Uehft% 
and Bannister Isa'. 

We haye read of ehamberlaifUf 9ene$ehaU» and high stewards, aa 
** John Saluabury, Chamberlayne of Denbigh/' in the time of Henry 
YIII. ; and of '^seneBchab" at different time8»~aa 13th Edward 
III., John de Delves ; 2nd Henry lY., WiUiam Boerley ; 3 let Henry 
YL, '' ffoulke Eyton ;*' 32nd Henry YI., Robert Dutton. In later 
times, when the manor reverted to the Grown, these officials were 
styled stewards, as now. In the seventeenth century, we find several 
of the Salusburiea of Bachegraig, and Wynnes of Melai, holding the 
office. The first name in an old minute-book which we inspected 
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was ''John Myddelton, deputy to Bichard Myddelton, Esq., steward 
of this Lordahip.'' Then Dr. Myddelton, followed by '* Bobt. Watldn 
Wynne, deputy to Sir Watkin Williama Wynne, Bart./' when John 
Hughes, Esq., of Llainwen, father of the present high-steward, was 
recorder. — See page 258. The chamberlains kept the records, issued 
** write,'' &C., and received tlie revenue ; and may, indeed* be taken as 
the recorders of early times. 

This tower was fifteen yards long and ten broad, and two stories high, 
with a fine archway or gate. It communicated with the castle, both 
by a gallery, and a private passage formed in the thickness of the wall, 
and also joined the Town Walls, but was *' much in decay" three 
hundred years back. Indeed, it is not impossible that it was one of 
the earliest portions of the fortifications, and, for anything we can find 
to the contrary, it may have existed in the time of Henry III. 

Our ancestors fancied that they often witnessed the midnight baUs 
of the Fairies on the slope of the hill, under the old Exchequer 
Tower, by ''the silver light of the moon," to which the poet refers 
in the following beautiful verse : — 

"And now, how swoet the dulcet tones enchant mine ear. 
Oh I Where's the magic toach from whence they're drawn | 
I see 1 yea, dfin splritB fill the air. 
And mhiatreL ahadcB in majes^ are home." 

This tower commanded a charming view of the west^^nd of the 
town,* and of a drcumscribed range of a fine undulating country. 



* It b remarkable that the wealthier inhahitanta of nearly all towna and cities 
group themaelves to the we$t, but the very rerene is the caie here ; for the neigh- 
bourhood of Henllan-street, is the St. Giles of DenUgh — the most squalid and 
disreputable quarter of the town. It was originally the ^'suburb inhabited by Welsh 
forhun,'* But although the west winds are those which most frequently prerail, 
the smoke and miatma of tills low locality are not blown into the east part of the 
town, but through the hollow or pass on the north side, and become dispersed over 
the distant country. Hence the elite of Denbigh congregate towards the east end, 
or old English quarter, and very few country towns can boast of such a street as 
Vale-street j not only for its great length and width, but on account of its being 
studded with lo many " fkir and goodly houses^" and being withal richly wooded. 
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CHAPTER XXXVL 



MILITARY REMAINS OF DENBIGH CONTINUED.— THE CAtfTLB, 
AND SOME NOTICE OF THE ANCIENT AND MODERN TOWN. 



Baying already given two sarreya of the Gaatle, as it stood when 
entile, we shall here content ourselves with a short description of the 
present rain. *' The Castle of Denbigh/* observes the Jrchaoloffieal 
Bepari of 1854, ** in its present state, belongs rather to the pure 
military than to the architectural antiquary ; so very little of the 
detail is preserved, and so little of the ground plan is intelligible to 
the untechnical eye. But the small portion now remaining, a frag- 
ment of the gateway, shows that Denbigh must, when perfect, have 
been one of the castles richest in stricUy architectural magnificence.'* 

Leland, who visited it upwards of 320 years ago, gives the foUowing 
quaint description of the keep as it then stood : — '* The Castelle is a 
very large thinge, and hath many towres yn it. But the body of the , 
worke was neuer finischid. The Gate House is marvelous stronge, 
and gnBbd peace of worke, but ^e/aetigia of it wer neuer finischid. 
If they had been, it myght have been countid among the most 
memorable peaces of workys in England. It hath dyverse wardea 
and dyverse Portcolids." 

The first object worthy of notice is the moat, before the great gate, 
which was, we presume, always dry, and is now partly filled up with 
masses of fallen masonry and debris^ In the time of Elizabeth, this 
moat was crossed by a drawbridge of twenty yards in length and 
three in breadth. — 8ee page 94. The piers (peHtanau^ as the Welsh 
say), and the walls before the bridge, of eight yards high and six in 
length, have so entirely disappeared as scarcely to leave room for the 
belief that such ever existed. At presenl^ a paved pier of six yards 
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vide» and from eighteen to twenty yards long, carries us oyer 
the hollow left by the ancient moat. On minute examination, it will 
be found that this pier is not one with the castle, but a distinct mass 
of masonry, composed of much thicker courses, built iigainst it at 
some later period, — ^probably by the Earl of Leicester. 

We now pass under a pointed sectional arch, of thirty feet high, 
and eighteen feet wide, ** a noble structure in the decorated style," 
placed between two octagonal flanking towers, now awfully ruinous, 
and threatening to crush the spectator under ponderous over-hang^g 
masses of tottering masonry, suspended in the air, as it were by the 
tenacity of the mortar. Over this archway are the remains of 
two windows, and an ''enriched niche," containing a mutilated statue, 
sitting in robes, supposed to be that of Henry de Lacy dispensing 
justice to his yassals ; but some suppose it to represent Edward I. 
himself. It has been said that Mortimer, Earl of March, fixed his 
arms oyer this gate. The first portcullis opened into a quadrangular 
entrance-hall, widening inwards. On the right hand was a yery small 
room, occupied by the porter, with three ways of exit ; one into the 
entrance-hidl, one into his own " lodge," and one, by a secret passage, 
into the inner yvard of the castle. On the left was the '* state 
prison." 

Passing the second portcullis, we find ourselves in an octagonal 
room, evidently at one time yaulted over, probably from a central 
pillar, with unconnected upper rooms. This hall had but one com- 
munication with other parts of the building, and was guarded with two 
strong portcullises, the inner one opening into the great court. We 
1>elieye we are first to giye the "intent and purpose" of this remarkable 
room, which was evidently the ''judgment hall," into which prisoners 
were dragged from the adjoining cells. One of these cells is still pretty 
entire, and is entered by a yery narrow sig-zag passage. It measures 
eight feet by seyen, haying a loophole window, and water-closet; but 
no fire-place, and was secured by a strong door. On the right is a 
sort of yault, constructed out of an ancient passage, which was, until 
lately, used as a powder magazine. On the left was a polygonal turret, 
through which the stone-stairway ascended to the upper stories and 
winding passages, running out along the top of the curtain-walls, 
from tower to tower, apparently around the whole fortress. Adjoining 
this turret, eastward, was a large octagonal tower, with a fire-place, 
and " slop-hole," and a window looking eastward. 

It is remarkable that almost eyery room had its water-closet, which 
" scoured" into " shafts," formed in the thickness of the walls, firom 
the upper stories, down into subterranean sewers, or passages, running 
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in different directions under the " keep** and court. Some of these 
''shafts" have lately been partially opened by the person who has care 
of the place, with the Tiew of ascertaining if they were not con-* 
structed for some darker purpose than that of drainage, and if they 
were connected with any penal dungeons, or places of concealment. 
In dark and cruel ages, human beings were actually thrown alire into 
such subterranean ''dung-holes." The ancient surveys speak of 
dungeons and prison chambers then existing under yarious parts of 
the fortress. 

On the right, the north-west curtain had eyidcntly something 
boilt against it, from which a secret passage, now filled up, led into 
the Exchequer Tower. The western curtain, which was upwards of 
two hundred and forty feet in length, has partly disappeared. A 
portion fell a few years back in consequence of undermining the rock. 
The western rampart has a yery peHect sally-port. At the south- 
western angle, is the battered remnant of a round tower, built upon 
the edge of a predpice. The south curtain is one hundred feet long, 
and, is in one part, strangely composed of two distinct parallel walla 
built against each other. It has been supposed that, after the intro- 
duction of cannon, it was found necessary to strengthen it in the 
manner described. A shattered gap opens into a spacious and lofty 
gallery, about sixty feet long, built over the moat, and defended by 
small turrets. In the later times of the history of the fortress this 
was the principal battery. At the east end, but separated formerly 
by a wall, a steep zig-zag way, fifteen feet wide, descended through a 
gate to a draw-bridge oyer the moat, which cannot now be satisfac- 
torily described. At the south-eastern comer of the inner ward 
is a yery remarkable triangular well, or dungeon ; and immediately 
to the north, joining with the eastern wall, is the ivy-mantled ruin of 
the Green Chambers, or Queen's Chambers, twenty-seven yards long 
and nine yards broad externally, having been formerly two stories high, 
with vaulted cellars underneath ; and a great hall on the north side, 
about thirty yards long, and on the east, a very high outward tower, 
abutting into the Bowling Green, with fire-places, and lofty gothie 
windows. These were, no doubt, the state apartments, and banquet- 
halls, and, perhaps, the armoury. On the north is another tower, 
somewhat similar to that last described, called the King's Chamber, 
(where Chas. I. slept — Seep. 217,) with several large chimneys and 
windows; and, in onexomer, at the height of several feet from the pre- 
sent floor, a very remarkable recess, "slop-hole," or water-closet, sunk 
into one of those " shafts" before-mentioned, and popularly called " T 
Simnai Br^/* the brazen chimney; the mouth of this drain opens into 
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the Bowling Green. The upper story was reached through an adjoining 
turret, at the north-western angle, which has now faHHen. The north 
curtain has, on this side of the **keep" a fragment of its parapet left. 
A passage, now blocked up, haying a ceas-pit on the left, led to the 
eastern flank of the grand entrance, which flank has been destroyed. 
The court-yard is now a spacious uneyen ''green," where cattle 
peacefully graze, aniid huge and enormous masses of blasted masonry, 
the whole presenting a picture of *' utter ruin" and desolation. Some 
attempts were lately made to lease it from the Crown, and conyert it 
into a place of pubUc resort, for recreation and amusement. 

By clearing around the walls, the whole of the ground plan might 
easily be traced. The dungeons should also be explored. 

The eastern parts of the fortifications are yery seldom seen by 
" yisitors," but the reader will find some notice of these interesting 
remains of ancient military architecture at page 91, 92, and 93, so 
that we need here only quote the obseryations of Leland, firom which 
we find that the great Ooblin Tower has stood roofleu for the last four 
hundred years ; that the Counter* Tower was two stories high, and 
that a great square tower standing in the wall, between the Burgess' 
Gate and the Countess' Tower, has entirely disappeared. Our quaint 
author proceeds :— 

« The Toune and Castel at Denbigh standith on a craggy Hille, 
and is nere a mile in cumpace, and ys pene orbieulari figura. The 
Castelle lyith south in the Toune, and the Towne lyith to the Castelle 
by North and Est. Theise Towres be in the Toune Waulle, by Est 
from the Burgessis Gate to the South fist Side of the Castelle — (yiz.), 
Fursf^ a great quadrata Towre cauDid * * * Secondly, the Countes 
Towre, beyng square, a goodly Towre of 2 Lofltes high. The third, 
the Goblin Hole, eemieireulari figura^ the Leades of which, in homi-' 
num memorid, about 80 yeares agoe, were with Tempeste carried 
awaye as farre almost as St. Marcelles, the Paroche Church, and so 
hath layen yncoyerid. There are 2 rounde Towres besides. There 
hath beene diyerse Howes of Streetes within the wallid Toune, of 
which the most be now downe in maner, and at this tyme there be 
scant 80 Howsolders. I had not yet lemed the certente how this 
wallid Toune decayed within ; whither it were by fire, or for lak of 
water, whereof there is litle or none, or for lak of good carayge 
into the Toune standing sumwhat high and on rokky ground, I 
cannot telle. But the Toune of Denbigh now occypied and yoining 
nere to the old Toune hath been wholly made of late tyme, and set 
much more to commoditie of carayge, and water by many wells in it. 
And the encrease of this was the decaye of the other. At this 
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preient tyme the neif is 3 tymes as byge at the old. The Market 
Place io Denbighe, that ia fayre and large, was pa^id but of late 
yearea. The conflaence to the market on Tewesday* is exceeding 
greate. Ise Dolesse (hdulas), is good for Ck>me9 as Whete, Bye^ 
Feasen, and Benes, and with very good free Pasture and Medois, and 
hath good woodde in the lease Parke longginge to Denbigh, &c., callid 
in Walsch, " GoraenodioeJ* 

The line of streets laid down on Speede's Map of Denbigh, A.D., 
I597» correspond, in a great measare, with the present principsi 
thoroughfares, although some of them haye changed names. We 
have lately perused a lease of the time of Henry YIL, relatiye to 
some house property in ** Henllan Sirete/* and it is a curious little 
fact that " Thomas Twyston" then resided on the yery spot occupied 
by the present residence of Mrs. Twiston, widow of the late John 
Twiston, Esq., mayor of this borough. "Pole Sirei^' (Pool-street), 
must haye been somewhere in the neighbourhood oi Lenten-pool, and 
*'Sowter Lane** about the Old Swine Market; "Chappelle Lane" we 
should suppose it to be the present Portland-place, Bridge-street, and 
Panton Hall ; '* Sandie Lane** must be that now called Bed-lane ; 
"Neediest HilV* (that is Needlemakers Hill), was the ancient name 
for Beacon's-hill, aliae Pembroke's-hill, formerly Bakehouse-hill, aUae 
Barker^s-hill s "Lower Street^* was the old name for Yale-street. 
"High^treef* and "Lave'lant^* retain their original titles. Park'lane^ 
(now yery respectable and much improyed locality), was formerly 
called " Beggartf Lane** 

Many of these streets haye, howeyer, been improyed and leyelled, 
as High-gate, Loye-lane, and Henllan-place. Yale-street formerly 
made its descent from High-street down a sudden and dangerous 
steep ; the footway (aboye Peake*s-lane), being then many feet higher 
than the middle of the street. This '' terrific gradient," though still 
** sharp" enough, has been yery materially broken, by filling up from 
the top far down the hill, so that in cutting foundations, the basements 
of pre-existing buildings haye been discoyered considerably below 
the leyel of the present street, and ancient drains, or "eomghst* found 
stil] lower. 

In other instances, tanyards and skinneries haye become crofts 
and gardens, and ancient messuages haye giyen place to shrubberies 
or " dead walls." 

* Aceording to King Charles II's. Charter, the market has been hdd on YTetf- 
MSfffoy ''time out of mind." There Is a small *'town market" also on Salwrde^. 

28 
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CHAPTER XXXVIl. 



ECCLESIASTICAL REMAINS OF DENBIGH CONTINUED. 
FLEMMING'S CHAPEL AND THE ABBEY CHURCH. 



Leland has the following additional notice of Denbigh: — ''Tliere 
ys a Chapelle-of-Ease in the midle of the new Towne — of S. Anne. 
One Fleming was the builder of thys, and yt is called^ "Capelle 
Fleming," and yt is of good largenes. There was an Almashous 
(almshonse) hard by the Chapple-of-Ease, ex saxo quadraio, (of 
squared or hewn-stone) made by Fleming, but now yt is desolate."-* 
Leland, vol, 5, p. 61. ' 

, This chapel, dedicated to St. Anne, stood, we belieye, on the site 
now occupied by the public-house called the Chirk Castle Arms. A 
remnant of the foundation-wall may be seen in the cellars under that 
house. Those very old houses in Highgate, built of hewn-stone, with 
fragments of sculptured corbels, &c., were, no doubt, the *' almae" 
hous,** or "hospital." There are fields near the Lunatic Asylum 
called " Holmae Fields,** probably a corruption of Almkouse Fields. 

At the bottom of the town, on the road to St. Asaph, a lane or 
xlriye turns off on the right to the old Abbey, or Priory, of St. Mary. 
The chancel is the only portion of this sacred edifice remaining. The 
once beautiful perpendicular eastern window is blocked up, except 
two of its lower lights, which open with a lattice casement. In the 
north wall is a peculiar blocked-up window of five lights, appearing 
AS so many lancets ranged under the same segmental arch. There was, 
evidently, a similar window in the south wall opposite. Below, on 
' the same side, but nearer to the spot where the high altar stood, 
is a yery beautiful specimen of the double piscina. There are 
vaults underneath which were used as repositories for the remains of 
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departed inmatea, and families of distinction. Some of the tombs were 
▼isible within the recollection of persons now liying. These vaults 
are to be explored.'*' There is a tradition^ or popular notion, tliat a 
subterranean passage leads from the Abbey up to the Castle. By the 
kindness of Miss Angharad Lloyd, authoress of the " Antiquities of 
Mfma^** we are favoured with the following particulars : — 

"Among some papon at Combermere Abbey I esw a copy of the inacriptioiison 
tombstonee then in the abbey. ' Inscriptions upon y« drcamference Bnsse of y« 
broad marble stone nexte y« altar in the Chappel of y« Religions House in Den- 
bighe.' ' Oraie pro qfabui Thomm Saluehtry mUitit it DomUut Johanm uxorU 
ffiit ftd qmdem DonUm : Thorn, Som : obyt, die Jany. A,!). miUe$rimo qtungen- 
tenimo quinio et Domina Johana ohyt qnarto di$ meneU Septr. A.D. mococcxvi, 
fuomm ^fahu Detie proprietwr, amen.* Upon another Brasse Plate there is ' Orate 
pro of a Johne Saluthwrie amdger qui ptidem Johne Sate, ohytH diemeneie nutrtH 
A.D, mUlino t 1289 ettfys t^a propietur Deut,* 

'Nota, tliatall y« words yttare underlined are now wanting, being the Brasse taken 
away by y« barbarous bands of the sonldiers in y^ late dviil wars.' In the Rhyl 
MSS. there is an account of a 'fragmente of a Plate that doth memorie another 
Thomas Salnsburie* buried in y« Religious House att Denbighe, also another Plate 
that hath Henry Salusbnry, and another Brasse that dotli memorise the Dau t and 
Heire of John Curteis, Esq., and the alabaster Tomb for Syr Roger Salusbnry and 
his Lady.'" 

This was the burying place of the Salusbury family from its foun- 
dation to the time of the Reformation. 

EvanSy in his ''JFalks through North and South fFales," probably 
copying from a *' Deteription of England and TFales, 1 769," tells 
us that '' about the time of Henry III.» Adam Salusbury founded and 
endowed, at this place, an abbey of black monke of tlie Benedictine 
order." Speed ascribes it to John de Sunimore,f who lived in the 
fourteenth century. Pennant attributes it to John Salisbury of 
Ueweni, who, as appeared from a mutilated brass, was buried here ia 
I289. The Rev. Sir C. J. Salusbury, bart., in a reply to the author. 
Bays, "The^r«^ Sir John Salusbury, who was a crusader, on his return 
from the Holy Land, founded the monastery at Denbigh, and was 
interred there in 1289, having married Katherine, daughter of the 
Lord Seymour ; and he also founded a very large monastic estalish- 



* Some months bacli, Ignatius Williams, Esq., of the GroTo, got up a sub- 
scription for this purpose, and permission was readily obtained from Mr. Owen, 
the proprietor, and his tenant. The sexton was engaged to see the faults opened, 
but nothing has yet been done. A similar subscription has just been started by the 
Chester Ardueological Society for exploring the Castle dungeons. 

t Siuibnorv, Stn Ifaur, St. Uftur, or Sbtmoob, tn aaCMtor ef Jane Seymour, qucea oC 
Heavy VIII., watcsptaia ol the garrlaon of Dcnblfh. 
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ment in France^ near La Fleche» the charter of foundation and 
endomnents being still preserved in the archiYes of that French 
town/* The Jrchaologia CambreruU states that Sir John gave the 
priory at Denbigh to Bardsey in 1284, but no mention of it is found 
among the "Spiritualities or Temporalities" of Bardsey at the Disso- 
lution." It is not impossible that Seymour may have further endowed 
it, and raised it to the dignity of a separate abbey. It has also been 
said that it was a Cistercian priory, but ancient MSS. proye that it 
belonged to the Carmelites. " The House, Stables, Demesnes, Ter- 
races, Gardens, Orchards,* &c., of y* Priory of y* Carmelite Brothers 
att Denbighe, with woods, fisheries, pastures, &c., was granted by 
H 8. in his 36 yeare reign to Robert Andrews of Hayle co. Gloucester, 
and Geo : Lyseley." Newcome says, ** to Iticbard Andrews and Wil- 
liam Lisle." It would, however, appear that, although its property 
was thus sequestered, the church itself was not desecrated until the 
time of Cromwell, when, ** by y« iniquitie of those davs," the sanc- 
tuary v?aa converted into a stable, afterwards into a barn, and finally 
into a malt-kiln. Nothing but the stroke of the flail and the rattle 
of the crushing mill has, for many a long year, been heard where 
the monk, once chanted his matutinal Te Deum, and liis vesper 
hymn; and where the Protestant reformer proclaimed the great 
truths of the gospel in more enlightened times. The eminent Charles 
of Bala was, we believe, the last clergyman who preached within 
these walls, when, after his secession from the church, he visited the 
neighbourhood in the capacity of a Methodist itinerant. An old in- 
habitant told us that he recollected the serrice then being commenced 
by singing the 113th Psalm. — " CAtm wdsian Duw molweh yr 

** Y« Borfants of God pndae the Lord/' fto. 

And no man will deny that such was the ostensible object of the 
founder of this ''religious house." 

Llewelyn ap Madog, bishop of St Asaph, who died in 1375, left 
forty shillings for the Carmelites of Denbigh, 

Henry Standish, bishop of St. Asaph, who died in 1535, 5e- 
queathed to the Carmelite Brothers of Denbigh, twenty marks for 
building the cloisters. — *' Fratribus Carmelitis de Denbigh v^inti 
marcas pro edijleio clavstriJ* 

'' There were Capellanus Capelln, and five or six priests, Carmelite 
Friars, in 1537:*— Browne WUlis. 

t Oor nuvket b itlll lapplUd in part witk tht pioduetioiu of thi gnat AJbb^ 0«id«i. 
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From the destractioQ of the epwcopal palace of St. Asaph, dnriDg 
the '*Wan of Glendower/' down to the BeformatioD, the biahops 
resided either occasionally or wholly at Denbigh, especially those two 
noted prelates, Parfew and Gonldwell. ' Denbigh was, no doubt, 
selected as their residence, not only on account of its proximity to 
their ancient seat, and the protection which a stationary garrison 
afforded, in those times of trouble and persecution, but for the " con- 
genial society" of the CarmeUte Brothers. 

Robert Warton, alias Warbington, alias Parfew, was Abbot of St. 
Saviour^ Bermondsey, but he resigned his monastery to Henry YIII. 
for a yearly pension of ^333 6«. Qd,, and was consecrated Bishop of 
St. Asaph in July, 1536. He dwelt much at Denbigh, and kept a 
so great a house and retinue that he quite impoYerished the see. He 
depriyed all who refused to renounce the Pope's supremacy, and thus 
put a new dignitary into every stall in his cathedral, and a fresh 
preacher into every pulpit in his diocese. He held the see about 
nineteen years, and died in high favour with Queen Mary, on account 
of a Romish bias in his creed, notwithstanding he had opposed the 
Pope to humour her capricious sire. 

Thomas Gouldwell received the temporalities of the see of St. Asaph, 
May 12, 1555, <«the 1st and 2nd of Phillip and Mary," and the 
restitution in January following. He held the see only three years, 
during which time he was Actively employed in the attempt to restore 
the Romish faith, and seems to have deprived all those dignitaries and 
superior clergy who had embraced the Protestant religion ; but it is 
very remarkable, that notwithstanding the number of collations made 
by him, that he preferred none but Welshmen — ^those only who were 
able to minister in *' a tongue understanded of the people ;" thus this 
Popish prelate left an example worthy the imitation of his Protes* 
tant successors. * 

He prevailed upon 'thb' Pope'io'renew the indulgences granted to 
those who went on pilgrifiiagd iol St. Winifred's Well. 

On the death of Queen Mary» Cttid the succession of Elizabeth, he 
fled beyond the seas, with the patriotic Maurice Clynog, Bishop of 
Bangor, and was present at the Council of Trent, 1562, living at 
Rheims in 1580, and died at Rome in 1581. He was a very learned 
And active person, and displayed an exemplary zeal in the cause which 
he espoused, and was, on that account, appointed by the Pope to 
confer orders on all such (fit) Englishmen as fied to Rome for the sake 
of their religion ; whUst his companion, Maurice Clynog, although 
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learned, wna nut only du obatinulc Itoii)nuit<t, but a hiit-Lmiiieil '/' ebli- 
aiAn, who, by his partiality to his onu cuuulrymeu, cauaetl ■ great 
"faction" between the Welsh and Kngliiih atudeuta in the "fitemal 
City." 

John Griffith, L.L.D., afterwarda Treaaurer of Llandaff and Canoo 
of Saliahury, waa iuatituted Dean ; and MauricD Griffith, a DDminicaa 
Friar, afterwarda Disbop of Roclieater, Chancellor of St. Aaaph, by 
Qouldwell, at Denbigh, September 27, 1556. 

In front of the Abbey House, is the lid of a alone coffin, ao de- 
aigned as to exhibit, from the waist upwarda, a female figure iu the 
attitade of prayer ; an illegible inscription, in ornameutal lettera, moa 
down the "border" on one side. The figure was, when found, covered 
with a sheet of lead, nnder which waa an antique key, now in 
poBsesuou of U. Williami, Eaq., town clerk, of which the adjoining 
cut is a rude repreaentation. 



ANCfBNT AND MODERN DENBIGH. 329 



CHAPTER XXXVIII. 



A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE MODERN TOWN. 



Denbigh is built upon very nneyen ground, chiefly on the northern 
slope of a rocky hill, and up a sort of sirathy watered by an insigni- 
ficant and nameless rivulet, which murmurs only for the fame of 
having tanned millions of hides ; but which, having like every other 
manufacturing and town stream, long become chemically adulterated 
and nauceous, is now nearly closed in along the idle parts of its 
course —a very important bit of sanitary improvement, which has 
conduced much to the " health of the town," without damaging its* 
" trade." The "vilU" is naturally divided by this " brook" between 
two parishes, that properly called Denbigh, or Whitchurch ; and the 
other Henllan, now, ecclesiastically, Trefnant. Until lately, those two 
very old saints, Marcellus and Saturnus, divided the patronage of the 
place between them, but, as we have just observed, that part which 
was formerly in the parish of Henllan, is now, so far as the cure of souls 
is concerned, transferred to the new parish of Trinity, or Trefnant.'*' 



* Tav Nrw CfiURcn at Trvvnant. — ^This boantifal edifieo is dedicated to 
the Most Holy and Undivided Trinity, and althougli upwards of two milos and a 
lialf from the lligli Cross, and, consequently, udthoui the liberties, well dosenres a 
visit, and a brief notice here, bdng a very splendid stractore, erected by the joint 
muntficence of the Mrs. Mainwaring's of Galltfaenan and Otlcy Park, in memory 
of their beloved parents, the late Colonel and Mrs. Salusbnry, of Galltfaenan. This 
church, which is planned to accommodate two hundred and fifty worshippers, and 
consists of a nave, with north and south aisles, measures internally about fifty-one 
feet by thirty-six, with an arcade of four arches on either side; a chancel twenty-six 
feet by fifteen, a chancel aisle on the north side of equal length, and a south porch. The 
style is the earlier " decorated or middle pointed," being the style of the beginning 
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The town hat been eomewhat oonectly described* as being formed of 
one great thorongbfiue, a mile long, but natoraliy dirided by varying 
leTela and currea, into Fale-sireei, the retired and profeaaional quarter; 
High^ireet, or the/orvM ; Bridpt^treet, the awine and aheep-market* 
and HenUansireei^ the mannfactoring end, inhabited chiefly by the 
deacendanta of Criapin and Clement, and other kindred tribes, — 5e# 
Jneieni Ouilds—loedl distinctions which will hold good with reaaona- 
ble allowance for ezoeptiona. Bat beaidea the four streets named, are 
many cross and parallel lanes and aUeyi, with courts, yarda, and 
back placea. Park-kme, which runa parallel with Yale-atreet, is the 
longest " lane** in Denbigh, but ii narrow and yery steep where most 
crowded with buildings, whilst the lower part, from St. David'n 



of the Iborteoath eaotarj. TIm dotail^p for flie moit port, sve iimplo but <ftc ti fiB^ 
Imt latemally tome parte evinoe a more elaborate charaoter. Bztemally, tiie whole 
atmoture ia of tiie hard grey lioia-itone of flie district^ and ia adonirably eKwcnted 
in that atabbom material — eeeming to Ud deflaooe to flie effecta of tiie elamenta. 
There are no deeeatonee* the aidea roo6 meeting the eat ea of tiie nave, bnl at a 
dUTereat angle, ao aa to break the monotony of the roof, and, at tiie aame time, to 
give more light and handsomer windows. Hie aidewindows of tiie aialea are lalaed 
•bofo tiie esTei, and are oorered by gables, an arrangement whidi ptodnoea a rmj 
pleeeing efftot botii within and witiioat. There ia a handaome bdl-gable fbr two 
bella orer the diancel ardi. The west end ia aimple bnt pleating. It haa a taU 
window of two ligiita in tlie oentre, with rich traoery, aud two ain^ lighta opening 
into the aialea. The eaat end haa a window of three lights, with good tracery, to 
the chancel — and two windowi, one over the other, to the end of tiie dianetl alilea, 
tiie lower one lighting the Teatry, and another an organ loft. Tiie latter window 
asaamea the form of the apherical aqvare, and ii filled with traoery. Hie north aide 
of the aiele is relieved by a proapeetlTe staireaae, by wliich th^ organ loft over the 
veatry ia approached. The general effect of the exterior ia meaaive, aimple^ and 
pictucsqae, bnt its simplicity is reUered here and there by tlie traoery of tiie win- 
dows and other richer portions. Internally the effect ia greatiy enriched by the 
Introdnction of the Anglesey marble for the colamna and other perte, which haa a 
very striking effect The columns are drenlar and polished ; tiie capitab are 
beantiftilly carved with natnrml leaves, el^ganUy arranged. The carver, Mr. J. 
Blindstone, a native of Denbigh, stndied for some days under Mr. Sootf a direction, 
the specimens of the French carving of the 13th century, collected in the Archi- 
tectural Museum, in London, and on his return suooasfuUy applied the aaaa 
principles to his own work, arranging every group of leaves firom natural apedmensy 
gathered as they were needed tram the woods and hedgea around; and thongk 
executed in the hard marble of Angleaey, he has given to them great delicacy and 
beauty. Hie carved parts are not polished, but the moulded ^^esr above them ia. 
Shafts of the same material are introduced in the chanod ardi and in the eaat 
window, and the font and pulpit are of the Uaniestyn red-atonei firom the ICarquia 
of Anglesey's quarry, which givea great ridmess to the IntMnal effect. Hie intemai 
stone work generally li of the limestone of the ndghboorhood^ unpolished, bat 
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Charch"^ down to the Infirmary, is but tliinly bailt» and chiefly made 
up of mansions screened from "Tulgar gaze" by high garden vails. 
It ik, however, remarkably clean, quiet, and respectable ; and, in 
winter, a well-lighted, second-class street. Love-lane is a rather long 
thoroughfare, now in a state of sbw " transition," from the primitiYe 
simplicity of thatched cottages, to " improved, modem, and substan- 
tial house property." On the north side of the town is another bye 
thoroughfare, onlled Red-lane, and Beacon* e Hill (a new- fangled title), 
along Chapel Place to the Old Factory, and Fanton Hall. Portions 
of this road are rather thickly inhabited. But tlie back streets are 
mostly narrow and thronged, or irregularly built. Indeed, with 
the exception of Vale-street and High-street, the town itself has but 
little to attract the notice of visitors, or to interest the antiquary, 
whose curiosity feeds so greedily upon the smallest remnants and scraps 
of '' olden things." It is true that there are many houses of *' great 
age" still left by the ruthless hand of '' modem improvement ;" some 
of the lath and plaister era ; some with fine black-oak staircases, 
chimney-pieces, and wainscottings, carved with armorial bearings of 
ancient local families, dates, &c. ; such, for instance, as may be seen 
in the private office of John Hughes, Esq., Park-lane, the present 
mayor <^ the borough. This room is wainscotted throughouty and 

■oma portions are of a softor stone from Cheahira. The pnlpit^ font; and flie 
eolnmna In the interior, were poliahed by the bnUdera company, Roberta and Co., 
Aber Slate and Marble Works, near Bangw. The columns are each of one block 
of marble, beautiiiilly polished ; the shafta at the angles of the font and pnlpit are 
of a beantifal mottled marble from the Marqnis of Anglesey's quarries at Llaniestyn. 
The east window of the chancd, and that of the aonth alsle^ are filled with 
beantlfuUy stained glass, by BIr. Walla of Newcastle, and aeteral others with simpler 
glass, by Messrs. PoweU of London. The builder was Mr. Rogers of Beaumaris^ 
and the architect 6. 6. Scott, Esq., of London. 

* Tbb Kbw Church or St. Datid's-in-thb-Pasks.— This churdi, com- 
menced in 1838, is, after a lapse of eighteen year^, now undergoing its completion. 
It is built from the design of Thomas Penson, Esq., sen. The design itadf is good, 
although the "proportions and detaU" are often criticised ; but the "maaonic work" 
rellecta lasting disgrace on the hands that put it together, except the upper portion 
of the tower, which does great credit to the skill of Mr. John Hughes, a maaon of 
the town, aa well as to Mr. Penaon, and espedally to Thomaa Hughes, Esq., of 
Tstrad (late mayor), to whose liberality we are indebted for this great ornament to 
the town. This tower haa an eifeetiTe and beautiful appearance from all points of 
▼lew. The site for the church and burying-ground were given by the late Captain 
Moetyn, R.N., of Segrolt, who also contributed towards the building, which was 
raised by public subscriptions, and by grants from the Diocesan Church Building 
Society, and the National Incorpora t ed Society for the Building and Enlargement of 
Churdies and Chapels. Internally (although some hare complained that the ground 

2t 
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oyer ^0 fire-place it a piece of earring representing the Annunciation 
of the Blessed Virgin, with the '' SaluUtion" in Latin, on a scroll 
entwined around the staff of the Archangel — ''Hail I — blessed art thou 
among women." Over the Root of Jesse is the word '' lESYS." 
On the other side the arms, and initials of H. LL., supposed to be 
those of Hugh Lloyd, aliaa Rosindale. 

In High-street are many good shops, and respectable inns and 
hotels, as the Crown, Bull, Talbot, Cross-keys, Leopard, &c. The 
Crown and Bull hotels are posting-houses, and yery ancient ; the 
former haying curious yaults underneath, and the latter, the ancient 
Guild Hall Tayem, has the arms of the Hyddeltons carved on seve* 
rai portions of the internal wood-work. The hostess is in possession 
of some original documents bearing the signature of William Salus- 
bury, the " Blue Stocking Hero," who held the Castle so long against 
Cromwell. 

floor if rather imoihered by the gallery), it is a very neat^ commodioas, and ofaeerftil 
co n gregational diarchy where the visitor will find a respectable assemblage of wor* 
shippers on Sunday evenings, and an English lecture also every Thursday night 
throughout the year. The service on Sunday morning is performed in Welsh. On 
a mural tablet we read — "This church contains eight hundred and twenty-eight 
sitting!, and in consequence of a grant from the Incorporated Society for promoting 
the enlargement, building, and repabing of Churches and Chapels, four hundred 
and twenty-six of that number are hereby declared to be free and unappropriated 
for ever." The rest of the pews are let. 

On the organ is this memorial of its presentation — ''This oigan was dedicated to 
the service of God by Jane Uoyd of Pentre Gwyddel, sister to the late Hugh 
Lloyd, of Tros-y-Park, Esq. Befdire her pious intention could be fulfilled, she was 
summoned by her Maker, on the l&th day of January, 1845." 

St. David's is a ''voluntary church," the incumbent's stipend aiidng firom pew- 
rents, the proceeds of j^SO, in the three per cent, consols, and the usual fees and 
offerings. 

The subscriptions towards the building of this church amounted to £B17 15s., 
and the proceeds of a bazaar to jf437 78. Id. ; besides a subscription of jf290 
towards a spire, and j^l 1 5s. 4d. for an endowment of the incumbency. The cost 
of erection, exclusive of churchyard walls, and without the intended spire, was 
^,645 6s. 2d. II It was consecrated on Thursday, August 26th, 1841, by Dr. 
Carey, late Bishop of St. Asaph, attended by Dean Luxmore, and many of the 
canons, &o. 

The first minister was the Rev. Brabazon Hallowes, but, on his preferment to the 
Rectory of Cilcain {KUien), the incumbency of St. David's became united to the 
Rectory of Denbigh. 

The burial-ground is sufficiently large to be tastefrdly laid out* with walks and 
shrubberies, whenever the buildbg may be finished. , The charge for a common 
grave is only 5#., — a single vault two guineas, and a double vault five guineas; but 
the burial fees for persons dying out of the parish are double. 
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The " Borough Market," in Back Bow, a new huilding that many 
larger towns would be proud of, was erected from the design of 
Mr. Fulljames. The Gothic entrance is remarkably pretty, if not 
beautiful, over which are the town arms, entwined by die rose^ 
shamrock, and thistle, and crowned with the British oak, as well a^ 
the luscious clusters of the vine, exquisitely finished, and the inscrip- 
tion, ** Denbigh Borough MarkeU." 0?er the Cheese and Butter 
Market is a fine Assembly Boom. There was, originally, a beautiful 
fountain in the centre of the Butchers' Market. 

There are seyeral old houses in High-street, the most remarkable of 
which is the Boar*s Head Inn-^See poffea 178 and 286. Over a fire- 
place^ at the Back-row Inn, are the initials^- 

J. P. 16 

F. 47 

with the arms, — a swan, eagle, or some such bird, with two necks. 
Whilst waiting for some "herald" to interpret this *' mysterious de- 
vice" on the wall, the reader may as well inquire what were the arms 
of the Fletchers, and the origin of the name. 

There are a few " ancient houses" left in Yale-iitreet, such as the 
Temperance Hotel, formerly the Old Swan Inn, whence a coach runs 
daily (Sundays excepted), for Mold, booking for Chester and liver- 
pool ; and the house now occupied by Mrs. Howe, rope-manufacturer» 
—the ancient Black Inn. The Anchor Tavern is also very old. 
Grove House has been described in pa^e 178. Among the modern 
houses in Yale-street^ we may notice the splendid mansion of Dr. Evan 
Pierce, one of the county coroners, a borough magistrate, and a gen- 
tleman eminent in the medical profession, of most extensive practice. 
This house is only "notable" as having been formerly the property 
and residence of Lord De Blaquiere.'*' 

* It may not be foreign to the subject here to mention the ntme of this nobleman 
(though nnoonnected with the locality by birth), who, daring his sojoarn in this 
town, became maternal grandfather of two distingnished natiyes, the Earl of Orkneyji 
and lua brother, the Hon. W. E. Fitsmanrioe. (See Appendix. — Repreteniaihe 
Burget9e9.J Hence a brief notice of John, first Baron De Blaqnlere, of Ireland, 
K.B., may not be wholly nreleTant. His lordship wis a son of John Blaqnlere^ 
Esq., who left France on the revocation of the edict of Nantz, in 1685, and settled 
in London as a merchant. The chief branch of this family was seated at Sorraye, 
in limonsin, where they ranked among the nobleut for more than fire oentories. 
The said John had issue, four daughters and fire sons, tiie youngest, the subject of 
this sketch, bom in 1732, entered tlie British army, and, in 1759« was a miyor in 
the 18th Dragoon Guards, and, in 1762, lieutenant-ColoneL He was subsequently 
engaged in the diplomatic senrioe of this country. We find him first employed in 
this capacity as secretary to the French embassy in 1771, and in the following yesr 
principal secretary to the Earl of Harcourt, Lord Lieutenant of lxdand| <m which 
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The atreeta were fonnerly lighted by a '' Lamp Society" — ^now 
extinct; but, in 1845-6, a company iraa formed, and gas-worka 
erected by that eminent engineer, Mr. Richardson of Dudley. The 
^Denbigh gaa is noted for ita purity and brilliancy, bat, owing to the 
high price of coal, and the limited consumption, the charge for thia 
light cbmmodity falia ao beaYily upon the rate-payera that the public 
laropa now bum only on moonleaa evenings — from dask to midnight, 
during the gloomier seaaona of the year — from the first of October to 
the thirty-firat of March. The Caatle Ward haa never been lighted, it 
being apprehended that the conaumption would not cover the expense 
of blaating the rock to lay the maina.' 

The ** libertiea" extend ao far into the country, that all attempta 
to levy a ftorotf^A-ra/efor ioum improvementa have, in the end, proved 
abortive. Stormy municipal electiona have alwaya followed, and 
fierce contendona between the town and country factiona, aa in the 
caae of the gaa revolution, aome yeara back, when the buaineaa of 
lighting the atreeta waa taken out of the hands of the corporation, 
and the town, for two auccesaive wintera, consigned (o priroeeval dark- 
ness, until the city rate-payers appointed their own inspectors, but 
the dimness has since been very sensible. 

Excepting the footpaths, the ancient pavements, mentioned by 
Lelaud, have been mostly taken up, the surveyors, of late years, being 
generally atudenta from Macadam*^ highway school, which certainly 

ocosiioii Colonel Bltqiiiare was sworn one of tha prlvf oonncfl, and, in doe timo^ 
be obtained a seat in the houae of oommona of that kin^om, where he aat repre- 
aenting diffeient conBtitnenciea, in eyery parliament, np to the time of the Union 
with England, and for' the Talaabie and important aaaiatance rendered by him to tike 
British minister in effecting this vast undertaking, he waa elevated to the peerage, 
in 1800, aa above, having previonsly, in 1774, received, what in thoae days was, in 
reality, a mark of distinction, the Order of the Bath, and, in 1784, a Baronetcy. 
It waa at the time of the rebellion that Lord De Blaquiere, then the Right Hon* 
Sir John Blaqniere, and member of the *Irish parliament, came to reside in this 
town, and, while be remained here, was advanced to the peerage. After the Union, 
bis lordship sat in one parliament of the United Kingdom. In addition to tfaa 
honours thus obtained, Lord De Blaqnire was not without pecuniary rewards, even 
after he had ceased to bold office under the Irish minister. In two or three years 
after his connection with the government, commenced in 1772, we find the Right 
Hon. Sir John Blaqniere, K.B., appointed Alnager of Ireland, an office which, 
according to every peerage bpok, including a very recent edition by Sir Bernard 
Burke, is made to appear as being held by the present Lord De Blaquiere, even 
though the office, (created under the 17th and 18th of Chas. II. ; and 19th and 20th 
of Geo. III., in the Irish parliament), has been abrogated, so far back as 57th Geo. 
III., by " an Act to abolish the Subsidy and Alnage of Old and New Draperiea, 
and of all WooUen Manufactures in Ireland," &c The 3rd sec. redtes, "That tfan 



ANCIBMT AND MOOXRN OXNBIGlI. 335 

has the adtantage of being conducted on a more nlent system than 
the old Roman pavimentump but with the drawback of creating more 
dnst and mud. Heavy " ezpenditares*' are constantly laid upon the 
repair and improyement of the streets^ drainage, sewerage, &c., and it 
is much to be desired that the whole of the footpaths, especially tliose 
of High-street, and, at least, the entire north side of Vale- street, were 
well " flagged*' with Nantglyn " slab," — the steeper parts with free- 
stone. These streets, being Tcry wide and picturesque, as well as of 
great length, taken together, would thus afford a finer promenade than 
any other town in North Wales could boast of. 

A hundred years back, we find an order in the municipal council, 
''that the bellmen should go round the town every night, between the 
hours of elcTcn o* clock at night and six in the morning, from the first 
of November to the first of March, and use their utmost endeavours 
to keep the peace, and take care that no robberies, riots, or other mt9- 
demeanors were committed, and lodge all offenders in safe custody."* 

The attempt to supply the town with water from a distant source 
liaving been laid aside, considerable sums have, of late, been expended 
on the improvement of the town wells, the springs here being 
numerous; but the most pure and "copious" are the Goblin H^ell Rud 

Rtgbi Hon. John Baron De Blaquire is, under certain letters patent, nnder the Great 
Seal of Ireland, bearing date the llth July, 1797, entitled to hold the office of alnager 
in Irdaud, to him and his heirs, executors, and assigns for the remainder of a term 
of forty-eight years then vnezpired, and that it w«s fitting that some compensation 
should be made for the loss of such fees and emoluments." An annuity of jtbdO 
a-year is granted to Lord Ce Blaquiere, for the loss of his office of alnager during 
the remainder of hif interest in the patent, which expired in 1845, and so the com* 
pensatiou ceaaed, the office having been previously abolished in 1817. His lordship 
had also an annuity of iCf400 settled on bim during the life of his eldest daughter, 
the late Viscountess Kirkwall ; and, probably, • further indemnity in oonsideration 
of his seat, Portlemon, Westmeath, hating been destroyed during the rebellion of 
1798. Lord De Blaquiere left this neighbourhood soon after the birth of Lord and 
Lady Kirkwall's second son, in 1805-6. He has been described as • man of the most 
elegant and insinuating manners, and in polite conviyiality unrivalled, with a pene- 
trating mind, able to learn the characters of men, and know tbeir real opinions on 
questions of state policy without the trouble of seeking direct information. Hence 
his success as a diplomatist. He possessed sterling common srnso; and though not 
gifted as an orator, he spoke convincingly and to the pnrpoee. He was advanced by 
his merit alone, for he had no parliimentary or family influence^ 

* To most of our readers, these " bellmen" must be " characters of history," or 
heroes of traditional story. Yes, the " bellman" (on the watch), went for an old 
man in the days of our boyhood — peace to his shades — to his shades we say, for to 
us he has still a lingering ghostlike existence reflected on the mirror of our memory. 
Yes| we laacy we see the phantom of his ancient person lasily creeping out of his 
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Graig Bprings — Ffifwnon Fair (or St. Mary's Well)^ on the north nde 
of the town. These are perfectly free from ** contamination/' although 
eyen ** harder" than those in the middle of the town. 

An erroneous and very absurd notion has long prevailed elsewhere 
that the "Denbigh waters" are unwholesome. We make the following 
quotation from " Dodsley*s Denbiffkehiret and BilPs Map and De- 
eeription of Denhigtiihire^ 1626 :" — ''The town is handsome^ lai^e, 
and populous, and by some esteemed the best in North Wales, but the 
ground on which it is built abounding in limestone, the water is 
reckoned unhealthy^ and the inhabitants seldom live to a great age. 
And yet it is famous for the fairest place in all North Wales. The 
elevation of the Pole, there being .53-11, end the longitude 3-26." 
Now, the fact is, that you can scarcely find a town in Wales, or Eng- 
land, where there are more aged inhabitants in proportion to the 
amount of population. The water has, we believe, the effect, on most 
constitutions, of producing leanness, but with a hard flesh and clear 
skin. You find none of our females (or males), afflicted with wens, 
or thick necks ; nor, even in the lowest and most squalid retreats of 
our alleys and backyards, will you find the poorest of our *' urchins" 
tormented with itch, scrofula, or other cutaneous diseases. 

An abundant supply of eoft water would, indeed, be very desirable, 
and any company willing to " embark" would find it a profitable 

dock-case box at the latt stroke of the passing hour, muifled up in a long watch-coa^ 
bis head rising out of a conical stack of capes, cat on the principle of conoentrio 
circles, and crowned with an oU-doth ba^ called, in nantical langoage, a " north- 
wester," the rim of which has growth down behind suffidentlj long to form a main 
channel for the rain-torrents to fall in artificial cascades over his heels, whilst his bell 
and rattle swing in his belt; the one hand is armed with a formidable constabnlary 
staff, and the other carries a lighted hom-lantero, built on the model and of the 
same dimensions as the grocer's largest *' Pekoe cannister.'' Yes, we hear tlie 
patter of his wooden hoof perambulating through the Tisible darkness of our streets 
and aUeys, by the gleam of hb lantern » and the dim, melancholy, slumbering light 
of the old oil-Ump, and catch the dying echo of his broken Toice commingling with 
the roar and whistle of the wintry tempest, the long-drawn notes of "past twelve 
o'clock, wet, windy m-o-r-n." Then it was quite an adventura to have your 
reveries suddenly broken by the alarm of his rattle, or the violent tingle of his beU, 
and when, to save yourself from being " Burked** in a dream, or consumed to a 
cinder in a vision, you took an unvoluntary leap out of the tropical climate of a 
well-feathered bed into the arctic region of an open vrindow, in wder to make the 
discovery how near to you a riot, a robbery, or, perhaps, a burglary, was going on ; 
. or to calculate, by atmospheric reflection, in wh^ adjacent stroet or lane a firo had 
broken out. So much on the beauty of " the ancient watchmen," who aro con- 
sidered, in ihU good and tcite a$e^ as an extinct species of constabulary owls, — long 
stnoe exterminated, having become useless, except to disturb tat ilumben of town 
dogs. 
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ion ; still hard water has its uses and ezeellenciefl. The 
lanndretf may gramhle at the expense of soap and soda, hut the cook 
will tell her tiiat, for most culinary porposes, she prefers hard water, 
especially for ''catering" fish and yegetables ; and the brewer that 
the Denbigh ale is indebted to onr saline springs for its celebrity. 
Indeed, we belieye the present town owes its origin, not so mnch to 
the ancient strength of its military walls, as to its " limy springs and 
streams," being found so excellent in their adaptation to the manufac- 
ture of leather. 

The public institutions of Denbigh are so important, that finding it 
impossible to do them justice within the prescribed limits of this work, 
we have reserved '' the full account" for the Appendix^ but think it 
necessary here to mention that — 

The Blue Coat School, originally founded by Mrs. Oldfield (about 
the beginning of the last century), and further endowed by Morgan 
Erans, is amalgamated with the National SehooU, and a very archi- 
tectural building was erected in 1847, on the bed of the ancient 
Lenten Pool, from a design of Mr. Kennedy. The masters of this 
school, within the recollection of the oldest inhabitants, have been 
Thomas Weayer, Isaac James, Edward (7) Ingram, John Morris Jones, 
John Jones, John William Card Blackburn, John Williams, Alfred 
Harrap, and John Jones. 

The British Schools, in Love-lane, a remarkably " tall" building, 
was erected in 1843-4, with which Dr, fFilliami Charity School ib 
amalgamated. The masters of this school have been John Macaulay, 
— — Phillips, John Browne, and Edward Ellis. 

Thr DsNBionsHiRB Infirmary and Gbnbral Dispbnsary, 
including a Feyer Ward and House of Recoyery, Baths, &c., a plain but 
handsome and rather large and commodious building, situated at the 
bottom of Park-lane, was erected in 1813. This excellent institution 
owes its origin to that well-known philanthropist,Dr. George Gumming. 
From 1808, to the close of 1855, no less than 40,272 persons had 
receiyed advice and medicine from the Dispenssry ; and, since 1826, 
about 4,633 persons had been admitted as in-patients of the Infirmary. 
This was the first institution of the kind eyer founded in North Wales, 
and although other places haye since followed the noble example, the 
successful medical treatment, and the domestic comforts afforded, 
always secure a ** full house." When we consider the number ad- 
mitted, and the fact that many had been given up as incurable before 
they were sent here, it is astonishing that only seyen deaths took place 
in the house during the last year. 
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Out-Patients. — Remiuning on the books, January Ut, 1855, 360; 
recommended during the year, 1,128 ; relieyed in the house and made 
out-patients, 43 ; casualties, 650 ; discharged cured, 543 ; reheyed, 
378; died, 18. 

In-Patients. — ^Year ending with January 1st, 1855, 193; dis- 
charged cured, 96 ; relieved, 47 ; ditto and made out-patients, 43 ; 
incurable, 1 1 ; died, 7. 

Physicians. — George Gumming, M.D., 1808. John Williams. 
M.D. 1836. 

Honorary Physician.— Richard Phillips Jones, M.D., Chester, 
1823. 

CoNBUT.TiNG SuRGBON. — Richsrd Lloyd Williams, M.D., Den- 
bigh, 1815. 

Surgeons, — ^A.E. Tumour, Esq., 1850. T. F. Ed^rards, Esq., 
1854. 

House Surgeon. — Mr* Robert Roberts, 1850. 

Matron. — ^Mrs. Roberts, 1850. 

The North Wales Hospital for the Insane. — One of > the 

finest buildings in the Principality was completed in 1848, from the 
design of Messrs. Fulljames and Waller. The builder was Mr. Hawke. 
Some idea of the magnitude of this institution may be formed from 
the fact that the sum of jB63,906 15«. 4^d. was expended upon the 
building, famishing, and maintenance of the establishment, during 
the first seven years of its existence. The humane treatment expe- 
rienced, and excellent management, together with the salubrity and 
delightful ncss of the situation, bring many private patients, not only 
from distant parts of Wales, but of England. The pleasure-grounds 
and gardens are tastefully laid out, and highly cultivated. These 
thirteen acres of land were given, together with the site of the build- 
ings, by the late Joseph Ablett, Esq. There is now a farm attached, 
gas-works, &c. The number of patients averages about two hundred. 

Visiting Physician and Surgeon. — R. Lloyd Williams, M.D., 
r .R.CS.Ii. 

Resident Medical Superintendent. — ^Mr. George Turner 
Jones, M.R.C.S.L. 

Chaplain. — Rey. Lewis Lewis. 

Clerk and Steward. — Mr. John Robinson. 

Matron. — Mrs. Shaw. 

Howell's Charity, and North Wales Female Orphan 
Asylum. — The Upper Park, purchased for the above object, has now 
been fairly taken possession of by the proprietors, so far as marking 
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out the ground, and cutting to test the nature of the soil, in search of 
■and and day to make brick, there being an abundance of both. The 
building will be commenced next ■pring.r This important charity 
is founded on a bequest of Thomas Howell, who died at Seville in- 
1540, leaving 12,000 ducaU of gold in trust to "the guild or fra- 
ternity of the blessed Mary Virgin of the mystery of Drapers at the 
dty of London," for the benefit of female orphans, &c. The act 
compelling the company to pay up this bequest was passed in 1846. 
Besides those admitted on the foundation, the institution will be open 
to boarders and day scholars. The building will be very large and 
beautifol, with twenty-three acres of excellent grounds. 

It should, howeycr, be recorded to future generations that Denbigh 
is indebted for this great and important charity to the indefatigable 
exertions of Frederick B. West, Esq., M.P. for these boroughs — ^in 
and out of Parliament, and also to the assiduity of Richard Williams, 
Esq., town-derk, otherwise it might have gone elsewhere. 

Among the minor institutions, we should also enumerate the Me-- 
ehaniei Institute, now reduced to a news' club, constituted, in a 
g^at measure, of gentlemen, but deserving to be better appreciated 
by the class for whose benefit it was originally instituted. The Weleh 
Literary Society, chiefly composed of apprentices, journeymen, and 
tradesmen. Mr. Daviee, in his interesting ** Hand-Book for Bhyl and 
the Fate of Clwyd" says, '* I am of opinion that Denbigh is the place 
of ail others which deserves eulogising for its constant efforts for the 
advancement of both Welsh and English literature." We may add that 
our enterprising neighbour, Mr. Gee, is now publishing the greatest 
literary work ever attempted in the Welsh language, —the "Eneyelo* 
pcedia Camhrensis, or Gwyddoniadur,*' issued in parts, — a voluminous 
original work which will require, even aided by steam power, several 
years to bring it through the press.— Then there is the Fale of Clwyd 
Horticultural Society, which has now been seven years in existence, 
and, if we mistake not, owes its origin to James Napier, Esq., of the 
North and South Wales Bank. This bank is situated in Hall-square ; 
the National Provincial Bank, a handsome building, in Vale- street ; 
Edward Lewis^ Esq., manager. Besides these are many benevolent 
societies, as a very flourishing lodge of Oddfellows, a court of Ancient 
Foresters, and we know not how many other friendly societies, male 
and female. Clothing Clubs, &c^ 

We must likewise refer the reader to the Appendix for a full ad- 
count of thS ^'rise and progress" of the Dissenting denominations in 
this ancient borough, and be content here just with the mention, 

2 u 
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that the Independents, the oldest communion of Protestant Dissenfeiv 
in Denbigh, who rose in the time of Charles II., hare a krge anJ 
neat chapel in Old Swan Lane. Their pastors have been Willianv 
Jones, 1660. (See Rectors and Viears'-^Whitehurch*) James Owen, 
Thomas Baddy, 1693; James Jordine, 1720; Dayid Williams, J. 
Evans, 1760 ; Daniel Lloyd, 1770; Thomas Powell, Robert Everett, 
1815, now at Stuben,U.S.; David Roberts, 1823; William Rec8,now 
of Liverpool, 1836; David Price, the present minister, 1843. They 
have two other small chapek within the borough, one at Brookhouse, 
and the other at the Green. Swan Lane Chapel was rebuilt in 1838. 

The Calvinistic Methodists have also four places of worship within 
the borough ; a very large chapel in Swan Lane, first erected in 
1793^; enlarged 1805; afterwards in 1833, and, finally, rebuilt in 
1829; a neat new chape) in Henllaa-street* Ilenllan Chapd, (the 
oldest congregation, and a small one at Brookhouse. They have no 
stationary ministers, but some eminent preachers have been residents^ 
as Tliomas Jones, (see Whitchurch), and Moses Parry. Mr. Thomaa 
Gee does the duties of a stationary minister. The celebrated Howdl 
Harris visited Denbigh in 1748.— See page 200. The first "Asso- 
ciation" was held at the Old Abbey in 1786. Seepages 271 and 276. 

The Wesleyan Methodists have a (Welsh) chapel in Old Factory 
Ward, built in 1801, with an upper room in the chapel yard, adjoin- 
ing Wesley Place, in which English services are conducted. They 
have also a chapel at Henllan, within the borough. The first "Dis- 
trict Meeting*' ever convened in Wales was held at Denbigh, in May, 
1804. Denbigh was made a separate "circuit** by the Conferencer 
held in London, in July, 1805, having been originally served by- 
preachers connected with the Chester circuit. It is now joined io 
that of Rhyl and Llanasa. 

The old communion of Baptists have also a neat chapel with a small 
burial-ground, in Ilenllan Place, and preach occasionally at Ilenllan 
Village. They, like the Wesleyan Methodists, commenced here 
towards the dose of the last century. Their ministers have been 
Richard Foulkes, 1810; AbelVaughan, 1820; Benjamin Owen, 1823; 
Seth Jones, a probationary preacher — unordained; Joseph Evans, 
(of Castledown, Monmouth), 1835; Edward Roberts, 1842; Robert 
Pritchard, 1850, the present pastor. The first "Cymmanva," or 
Baptist Association convened at Denbigh, was held in June, 1812, 
when they removed from the old meeting house in Mount Pleasant. 

These four denominations have large and well-conducted Sunday 
Schools, and the same observation will apply to the Established 
Church, 
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Hie Raman CatholieM haye long unce bought a piece of ground on 
Exchequer Hill, but haye neyer built upon it. They had a chapel in 
Park-lane about the beginning of the present century. 

'present corporation. 

Mayor — John Hoohks, Eaq.« Park-lane. 

Borough MagUtraU: — ^The Bfayor ; Edward Unmphrey Griffith, John Ungheir 
Arthur Edward Tnrnonr, William Owen, Robert MyddeltOB, Evan Pierce, M.D., 
«nd Richard Owen, Eaquiree. 

Magiiiraie^ Clerk, — Richard WIHadu, Esq., solicitDr, Bron-y-parc. 

Aldtrmm, — George Griffith, Riehaid Owen, John Pteiy Jones, and John 
Norman Simon, Eaqniree. 

Common CMmtf</iiieii.— >John Hvghes, Esq., mayor; Robert Parry, E. II. 
Griffith, T. G. Edwards, Evan Pierce, M.D., and J. C. W. Edwards, Esquires ; 
Messrs. Robert FonUtes, Edward Millward, Thomas Ge^ William Story, John 
Williams Lloyd, and Evan I>aiies. 

Town Clerk. — Ridiard Williams, Esq., solidtor, Vale-street. 
TVeofiirer.— >Mr. Thomas Hastings. 
PoUce Inipeetor, — ^Hr. William Bradshaw. 

The Petty Sessions for the diyision of Isaled are held at the Town 
'Hall, Denbigh, eyery alternate Wednesday, the magistrates acting here 
being — 

The Venerable Archdeacon Newcome> the Rey. Robert Myddelton, 
Gwaenynog; the Rey. Edmund Williams, Pentremawr Hidl ; the Rey. F. 
Gartside Tipping, Dolben ; Thomas Hughes, Esq., Ystrad, Chairman 
of the Quarter Sessions; John Williams, M.D., Groye House; George 
Griffith, Gnrn ; John Jocelyn Ffoulkes, Eriyiatt ; John Price, Llan- 
rhaiadr Hall; Townshend Mainwaring, Galltfaenan; Richard Lloyd 
Williams, M.D., Henllan Place ; John E. Madocks, Glanywem ; 
Ignatius Williams, of the Groye ; Robert Myddelton, Gwaeuynog ; 
John Griffith Price, Llanrhaiadr Hall; and William Owen, Tanygirt, 
Esquires. 

Magistrates* Clerk. — John Parry Jones, Esq., solicitor. Vale-street. 
/Superintendent of Police. — Mr. John Bradahaw^ Vale^treet 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 



ECCLBfilAflTICAL BUILDINGS CONTINUBD.«-8T. MARCBLLU8, 

OR WHITCHURCH. 



Ths old Parish Church b delightfully siluated in the Vale at aome 
diatanoe from the town. li ia one of the beat apecimena, in thia part 
of Walea, of the Late Perpendicular, or the Early Decorated Style ; 
although, probably, not older than the fifteenth century. Notlung can 
exceed the beauty, lightneaa, and gracefhl proportions of the archea^ 
or of thoae alender octagonal pillara, with moulded capitala, and 
remarkably low baaea, which aupport the dark hammer-beam roof. The 
archea are four-centred, with hollow and fluted mouldings, of good 
execution and very bold aplay. The pendant posta are almoat 
counterparta of the columns, in miniature^ resting upon sculptured 
corbels, representing angelic, human, and animal figurea, (originally 
of conaiderable beauty, but now daubed by abme ignorant and artleaa 
colourer,) intenrening with carved figurea clinging to the oouplera of 
the baya, over the centre of each arch. A hollow cornice, with aimilar 
representationa of animal figures running along ita groove, forma 
what we may call the wall-plate. A richly carved and firetted oak 
rood-acreen, a remnant of wldch now partitiona off the ateeple^ once 
divided off the nave, but, by ita injudicioua removal, it ia now one with 
the chancel. The eaatem windowa are each of five lighta, with tracery 
of the locul type, both being of the aame order; but from the friet that 
that in the aouth aiale ia much loftier, we may conclude that the high 
altar atood there. Some fragmenta of stained glaaa atill remain. 
The Harl. MSS. preaerve the following cnrioua inscription in a 
window at Whitchurch^-'Om/f p. John Smallwoode, Mai'r of Miaruk, 
and all other young men * * cauaed thia window to be (^ed/ Iq 
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the south aisle are three other large windows, each of three lights» 
without any foliated tracery ; but ornamented with labels, terminating 
in bosses rather elaborately wrought, with deep chamferings ; and a 
square window of two lights, but of little architectural effect, and 
possibly some modem improvement, like the adjacent doorway of the 
porch, which bears the inscription : — " B. P: 11. £." (Kobert Price 
and Roger Evans,) ''Wardens, 1722. Repaired 1854, T. G. B.: R. 
R." (Thomas Gold Edwards, and Robert Roberts.) — See Appendix. 

The Porch is lighted by a remarkably diminutiye window, looking 
westward, of the same pattern as the small ' Normanesque' priest's 
door, which once opened out of the chancel southward, but is now 
built up ; as is also the great western door. The western doors of 
Welsh churches were commonly called "dryeau*r eyrph^* or liehen- 
doors, because the dead were always borne through to th^ interment. 

There are only two windows in the north aisle ; one of three lights, 
with cinquefoiled heads, and a small square-headed window of two 
lights. The north-door has a mere angular head with a plain chamfer. 

The tower is a yery plain mihtary structure, with remarkably small 
and low buttresses, but yery elegant, from its light proportions and 
height. It has no door-way from without ; and excepting a handsome 
square^headed western window partly closed up, it is ouly lighted by 
loop-holes, until the eye ascends to the bell-loft, which has four 
windows, each of two lights, looking towards the cardinal points. 
Within^ a pointed, sectional; chamfered arch, of bold design and ele- 
vation, opens into the nave. The tower is embattled, but a mere fillet 
occupies the place of a corbel-table ; and although, from its having 
no approach from without, it might have been intended as a place of 
temporary security until the garrison of the Castle could attend to a 
signal, its characteristic features bespeak an age of comparative tran- 
quillity and security* 

There is but one bell, which bears the ^'eaef — "Edward Ghambres s 
Edward Davies, Aldermen ; Robert Jones : Leonard Williams, War' 
deniaid; John Roberts, Vicar. Canwn/awl Vr Arglwyddy 1683.'' 

In the Church are numerous monuments and escutcheons of the 
ancient families of this neigbourhood. In the porch, we find a monu- 
mental brass to Richard Myddelton, Esq., goyemor of Denbigh Castle^ 
during the reigns of Edward YL, Mary, and Elizabeth; with his wife, 
Jane Dryhurst, both being interred here. He is represented as an alder- 
man kneeling before an altar, with nine sons behind him, and seven 
daughters behind his lady. " She dyed the last of Decembe*! atatiM 
4ue 40 : he dyed the viii of febmary, 1875, aiatie eue 67/' 
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The following quaint lines perpetuate hia Tirtuea : — 

'* In vayne we brage and boaate of blood, in Tayne of ainna we yaunlfl^ 
Sytb fleaabe aod blood must lodge at last where nature ua did graunte^ 
So where he lyeth that lyved of late with love and faTOuro mudie ; 
To finde hia friend, and feel hia foea, hia oovntrej akante had auche. 
When lyff did well reporte hia death, whose death hys lyff doyth trye, 
And poyntea with fynger what he was, & that here in claye doyth lye i 
Ilia virtues doth euroU his «ctea, his tombe sbaU tell hia name, 
Uis sonnes and daughters left behyud shall blase on earth his fame. 
Look under feete, and yow aball fynde upon the atone yow atande. 
The race he ranne, the lyff he lead, eatch weara on upright hande." 

Tixe " upright hoaidi* alludes to the family arms on another brass 
once inlaid in a skb under foot. The story of their haying been interred 
before the erection uf the porch itself is a delusion. 

^'A mural monument^" says Pennant, ^'needlessly attempts to 
pceserye the memory of that great antiquary^ Humphrey Llwyd. He 
is represented in a Spanish dress, kneeling at an altar^ beneath a 
range of small arches." 

The following Hudibrastic epitaph ends with three Unes of a Psalm 
tune : — 

*' The oorpa and earthly shape doth rest, here tomb'd in your sigh^ 
Of Uvmphrey Lloid, Mr. of Arte, a famoua worthy wight. 
By fortvne's hapye Lore he EspowSyd and toke hya wyfe to be 
Barbara, seoonde syster to the noble Lorde Lvmle, 
JSIplendian, Hare, lane and loku, Hunffrey, Allso a Lvmlejf, 
Uis chUdren were, of whych be dead lane and eke Hwi^frey, 
His £Eunov8 Monument and dedea that lusteth for to see, 
Here in the Epitaph annezt set forth at laige they be." 

Inside the Church are several tablets belonging to the Shaws^ 
Heatonsy Dryhursts, &c. 

But the most remarkable is the gorgeous akbaster altar-tomb of 
^ Syr John y Bodiau/* or Sir John Salusbury, knight, of Lleweny, 
and his lady, whose effigies repose upon it. He is represented as a 
knight in full armour, his sword and dagger sheathed, his gaunUeto 
thrown down at his feet, his head resting on a prostrate Saracen, with 
a non-descript animal, having the mane and tail of a lion, with fearful 
ckws, but a head more like that of some species of the canine rao^ 
crouching at his feet. Dame Jane is habited in a rich dress, with a 
great ruff and mantle. Her lap-dog has now disappeared from her feet. 
Both have the hands pressed together in fervent devotion, with their 
eyes turned to heaven. On the right side, their eight sons are re- 
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presented in relief ; one generally supposed to be attired in Lis canon- 
icals ; but it may be questioned whether his official robes are not those 
of a bailiff or alderman of Denbigh. The remaining seven are maileQ as 
knights, or military men, but the two younger without swords. On 
the left side are their four daughters, two in prayer, and two cowled, 
swaddled, and bandaged, being dead, or yet in infancy, and unconscious 
of the funeral solemnities in which all the rest are engaged ; but the 
features are not infantine. We should haye observed that the son, 
represented in blue hose, is commonly pointed out as **Salu9bury 
Hosanau Glemon,** the brave and loyal governor of Denbigh Castle. 
This however, cannot be correct, for the loyalist was of the Rug 
branch, and descended from Piers Snlusbury, a son of John Salusbury 
of Bachymbyd, who was the son 'of Thomas Salusbury, the elder, of 
Lleweny. Under Sir John's head are his arms, with the motto, *'viriu9 
vivii past /unera i** under Dame Jane's, her family arms with, **To 
Ood onlye geve all the prayse" On each side, the same quartered 
by matrimonial alliance ; the motto on the right side being "Firtue 
liveih after death*^ — the English version of the first mentioned ; that 
on the left, in old French, En Diev ie espoiere, with the interpretation. 
In Ood is our hope. At the foot are the quarterings of the numerous 
families in their alliance, supported by very ludicrous figures, not 
nnlike fauns, wanting their tails, with the hands and feet of apes, 
grinning and distorting themselves in a state of nudity — an evident 
burlesque upon humanity, their business being, it would seem, to turn 
the whole design to ridicule, with the intent, perhaps, of impressing 
upon the spectator the vanity of earthly greatness, and raise his hopes 
to that higher state of existence contemplated in the motto, yTo them 
that love Ood all things are wrought for the best.** The following 
inscription runs round the upper ledge : — 

"ffere lieth the bodiet of Sir John Salwhury, of Uewmy," in the Couniif 
qf Denbigh, Knight, who deeeeted the mfHi qf March, in the gear qf our 
Lord God, 1578 ; and Dame Janet hie wirf, daughter and co-heir to Datnd 
Midleton, eequire, alderma* of Weetcheeter, wch, Jane inAo, 1588, at her 
charges, fitllg erected this tombe or monument, and died the qf in Ao, 
15." 

The date of her death has never been inscribed. So anxious were the 
''vulgar artless rustics" formerly to obtain the smallest portion of 
Sir John's wonderful thumbs, that they have not left him or his lady 
a whole finger ; acting, no doubt, under the impression that they thus 
secured a relic of the one flesh — so ruthlessly and cruelly mutilating 
their beautiful effigies, which ought to be restored by some artful 
hand. — Page 1. 
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Opposite is another splendid moral monument, with the following 

rather bombastic inscription :*- 

** la tike YaaH adjoining to this monnment ( being the burial plaoe of the 
sndenC fiimily of the Salasbarjrea of Llewenj* deaended from the Hooae of 
BcvaHa, as appears by thehr pedigree) liei interred Heater Lady Cotton, 
daughter of S** Thomas Salosbury of y* tame plaoe* bart, the loTing and 
modi belored wife of Sr. Robert Cotton, of Combennere in ye County of 
Chester, wha changed this life for a better, on ya 7th day of Oothr. 1710, 
Aged 73 i having brought her husband five sons and deven daughters, 
from whom she Itv'd to see abore a hundred of her offspring : she became 
heiress to the estate of her Ancestors by the decease of her brotiier Sfar John 
Salosbury, Bart, who died without issue Ano. 1684. Br* Robert, as a Tes- 
timony of His AfTection to his dear spouse, ordered by His Last WUl and 
Testament that He should be buried separate from his own Ancestors in 
tills Yuult, Near to the Body of His said wife, where be was accordingly 
interred January the 12 Ano. 1712, Aged 81. He was a Gentleman of Great 
Hospitality, a Loving Husband, a Tender Father, a True Friend, a Kind 
Master, And was so well Belov'd in His country that he senr'd It for 32 years 
in Parliament without interruption." 

'* Here also lyes two of their children (?is.,) lOHN, a young Gentleman 
of great Hope, and a Daughter named lANB. Sir Robert is succeeded in 
Honour and Estate by His 4th son Sir Thomas, who married Philadelphia 
sole Daughter and hdress of His Excellency S^* Thomas Lyndi Kt* a 
person romaricable for his Valour and Loyalty, liaving been three times 
Govemour and Captn* Genendl of Jamaica, in which Goremment He died 
leaving His Daughter a vast Fortune, Honestly Gotten, weU-Bestowed, and 
Pkudently managed." 

The sculptor was not content to confine himself to panegyrics on 
on the virtues of the dead, but he must needs pass fulsome eulogiums 
on the liying— 

'* This lady has already Brought forth a numerous and HopeftiU issue to 

presonre the Memory of their worthy Progenitors." 

. ** This monument is erected by the Piety and at the charge of Sir* Thomas, in 

dutyMl Memory of His Father and Mother." 

" Time wUl these letters wear away, ' 

And Marble moulder as 'twere clay. 
Yet nothing shall annoy the just 
Thdr vfartues Flourish in the Dust 
Secure from Age, or Moth, or Rust." 
A marble tablet, on the western gable-wall of the north aisle, bears 
the following Welsh inscription :— 

**yMgiH Aim a Oiodwyd Oan GffmdeUhai y Ow^eddi$ioH, LiunMm, tr 

CS/om Tkama§ Bdwardi, Kanif Bardd Rkagoroi yn ei on, Bu 

farw mriU lydd, B.A. 1810. Ei oedran 71am."* 

* He is represented sitting in the bardic chair, victory crowning him with s wreath 
of laurel, but he lies interred in the open church-yard, where his tomb may be 
seen, not in the spot he had selected for his ashos, but at some distanca. He was 
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For the benefit of those irho are ignorant of Welsh we translate it : — 

This Tablet wm placed here b j the Vendodan Society, London, in Memory 

of Thomas Edwards of Nant, an eminent Bard in his day. 

He died April 3rd, A.D. 1810. Aged 71. 

The following two stanzas, we shall not attempt to spoil by 
translation,— • 

"Geirda roe i gywirdeb, — yn bennaf 
Ni dderbyniai wyneb ; 
A rhoe ten i drawahieb 
A'i ganiad yn anad neb. 

Er cymmaint oedd braint a bri^^ anian 
Am enwog Farddoni, 
Mae'r Awon a'i haooen hi, 
Man tawel jrma'n tewi.'' 

Casting our eyes aroand, we observe that the font is a very "plain 
affiur/* bearing the date 1 640 ; on the reading-desk and pulpit; we 
observe '' 1680 & 1683." The oldest inscription on the floor is 
one near the steeple, — *'Here Ueth the body of John Pigot^ who 
diwd the 13 of September^ 1583." On the same stone — **Under 
Neath lyeth the body of John Jonea^ Post Mr. ^ Alderman of 
y Town of Denbigh^ who departed this life Febye 14, Anno Domini 
1711." In the north aisle, — ** Hie Jaeet Margareta Merton vxor 
Eg : M. H. M. A. M. E. A.*' 

In the church-yard, — a sad spectable of neglect, where the bur- 
gesses and inhabitants of Denbigh have for ages been interred, the 
earliest inscription is that on a stone at the north-eastern comer of 

evidently ambitions of 'Hmmortality/' and had, with his own hands, prepared a sort 
of niche in the wall for the reception of his monnment. A protty little yew-tree now 
Inmriates in eternal green wliere he intended his "lanrelled" head to repose. In 
his life-tima, he was commonly known aa Tkmn oW Nant, or Tom of Nant i bnt, 
after his death, he has been by some styled " TAe Cambrian Shaketptart," He 
was, no doabt, a man of very considerable poetioal and mechanical genina — self- 
tanght; and had acquired a very hit amount of general knowledge^ under almost 
unsnrmonntable diil&calties ; being naturally endowed with sufficient talent to make 
a profltable display of what learning he had thus acquired, with enough of discretion 
and tact to avoid any flagrant betrayal of ignorance where he was deficient. He 
was, perhapik the readiest rhymer that ever penned Welsh Terse, although not 
• first dass bard. His dramatic pieces are not what may be styled "dasaic," 
but rather of the Hudibrastic stamp. His muse was never silent^ and seldom out 
of tune, but never very musical. He was quick-sighted, graphic^ racy, and some- 
times witty, and always cruelly sarcastic, and often vehement but most generaUy 
ludicrous, and never profound or sublime. His characters display an intimate 
acquaintance with, and scrutinizing observation of the manners and customs of his age, 
and his " paintings " are undeniably truthful, but the language in which he depicts 

2 V 
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the church, — "Heare Heih the Body of John Tvddyr, which wat 
buried the xaix Day of October, Anno Domini 1607. K, O." There 
arc several others of nearly the same date in Tarions parts of thi& 
thronged dormitory of the dead, as, '^lleare lieth the body of William 
David, Gentleman at Denbigh, Ijr lone Burchinehato his wyfe, who 
hear lies, one vpon the \ 5 day of September ^ the other tfpon the 
20 day of Oeto, in the years ofovrLord Ood 1635." None of the 
older inseriptions are Welsh, and a great many English names appear 
on the tomhs: the more amhitions have occasionally "a dog Latin" 
epitaph, as, "11, R. J, P. Corpus Johannis Knowles, Fabriiararii, Qui 
Obiit, secundi die Octobris, Ano Domini 1774. JEtatis Sua 22." 
Or one of earlier date, as " Hie jacet Corpus Katherine Parrie filuB 
Henrici Thomas de Denbigh e. Que obiit mortem xxvi die Aprilis Anno 
dni. 1624." 

The orthography is sometimes " rich," or tire letters whimsically 
turned upside down, as 

"Here lyeih Ike body ^f Thomas Carter of White church ehenor Smeik 

{senior, smith,) who was bnried the Twentieth Day qfJon»ary 

in the Yeare qf owr Lord Ood 1700." 

To make a further display of learning the artist renders the word 

aged, by a Latin pronoun "sve 67." 

•*1'SAR UETH ri-R BOODY Oh lANB PIBRC TI-B LATR 

WlhE OR WILLIAM GRIbRRTH WHO WAS BVRIRD 

TI'R 19 DAY OR OCTO=BOR 1677." 

Although elegiac poems are generally compositions of some meriC, 
sepulchral rhymes are almost everywhere the most doggerel eflfusions. 

hypocrisy, vice, and injustice, and tbat which he puti into the month of villany, is 
BO coarse and unmodified that it often merges into the profane and immodest. During 
his life time, he was viewed more in the liglit of a merciless censor than a true moralbt, 
and as such he acquired more notoriety than fame, lie was beloved by few, and feared 
of all, especially the *'frailer" clergy and dignitaries of the Church, for whom he 
showed the most supreme contempt, as well as for all lawyers, agents, and public 
officers, whom he often chastised with scoriuons, and held up to public execration, as 
heroes of street ballads and pot-house songs, altliough, he was by no mesns immaculate 
himself, as he acknowledges in his auto-biography, to say nothing of '*human imper- 
fections" laid to his charge by rivals. His writings thus acquired an astonishing cir- 
culation and popularity, and his poetical effusions became ''household words" in the 
moutlis of the whole ]M3oplo, for men liave alwoys an appetite for " libels," and find a 
|)oculiar gratification in ruminating upon tlie sins of others. Some, indeed, give him 
credit for having done more for the spread of dissenting principles in Wales than any 
other man of his age, and we doubt not tltat his writings were instrumental, in some 
measure, in rousing the clergy from their spiritual apathy to more evangelical seal 
and purity of hfe. In this view his memory must be respected as that of one wlu> 
had his " mission " to perform in the world. 
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To meet with anything superior is quite a treat, and when anything 

tolerable is met with, it is worth copying as a rarity, such as the 

following inscribed on the tomb of one Margaret Walker : — 

*' Here in the silont GraTe is laid to Rest» 

Removed from Earth to live among the blest, 

A husband's treasure — his beloved wife, 

Who, through the period of sublunar life, 

Fulfilled her Duties as a Christian ought. 

And by her good Bxample others taught, 

To act as to deserve Esteem from all. 

And to be ready for their final Call ; 

To change this World for that bright World above 

Where Cliristians wiil enjoy their Maker' Love. 

We meet occasionally with some good Welsh englynion, as the 
following, inscribed on the tomb of the eminent Thomas Jones, of 
Denbigh, author of an EngUsh and Welsh Dictionary, "Dryeh y Mer^ 
thyrorC* (The Mirror of the Martyrs,) and several smidl polemical works 
of considerable literary merit. He was, in his day, an able contributor 
to the English and Welsh periodicids, and although not professedly a 
bard, he wrote some Welsh poems of no mean caste. We know not 
whether the following stanzas are from his own pen, — they are 
very like in "stamp." 

" Tr dii-lwch, gwelwch, mewn gwadedd, — daethym 
O daith byd a'i annedd ; 
Rhodd fy Mhrynwr, haeddwr hedd, 
Noswyl im o*i hynawsedd. 

Heb gur na dolur im dilyn, — arliof 
Yr hyfryd ddydd dyfyn ; 
Cyfodaf, can's caf cdyn, 
l*r 4t^\ o hedd ar ol hyn." 

In one remarkable feature our bard diifored groatly from the gonorality of his 
"order ;" he was, on the whole, no adorer, admirer, or even an observer of nature, 
but of men and manners, and, in this respect, he was more of a moral philosopher than 
a poet, in the higher sense of the term. 

Although ho took his bardic title from a place near Nantglyn, he was bom in the 
parish of Llannefydd. His poetical genius began to exhibit itself in early boyltood, 
and he had composed several dramatic pieces before ho was fourteen years of age. 
Indeed, his youth bloomed and withered upon the Welsh stage, which was tlien 
highly popular, in the capacity of a stroller, acting his own fiuroes, interludes, and 
comedies, with the applause of most numerous and enthusiastic audiences. He 
excelled most as poetical bulToon, having a large stock of laughing-matter over at 
hand, to keep up incessant merriment, in the sliape of comic songs, and ludicrous 
recitations of verses apparently composed on the spur of the moment, turning every 
incident to poetical account extempore. Ilts dramatic compositions are chiefly 
^'Oweiediffoeih Cwrsy Byd," "Cyfoeih a*i Dylodi,'* "Byd, Natur, a Chydwybod,** 
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Hit wife, who was also a penon of some litenuy and poetical talent^ 
Ilea interred in the same gpraye. He was the first who set up a press in 
Denbigh. His successoi's sou now prints by steam. Mr. Jones was m 
preacher and *'a diyine" of the *'High Calyinist SchooV and moat of 
his polemical writings were animadversions upon Arminianism, but of 
an ephemeral character compared with his other works. 

In Pope Nieholas*9 Tagaium, a.d., 1291, Whitchurch is the 
"LloHwarekelle '* (properly Llanvarchell, unaccountably mistaken by 
Brown Willis for Llanfyrtalhaiam) ; Yalue " 6 marc. & lOd.*' 

We also find in the same authority Kii/krn, or Kilford, Whitchurch, 
mentioned:— >'*CanoniaIthael ap dd. inipaEccria&pro?entussui ap* 
KiLFUBN, tazant 31. 6*. 8d. Decum 6«. Sd.*' Taxatiop. 228. 

*' Denbigh, alias Whitchurch, sliss St. Martel, ( St. Marcellus,) 
Prox. annual. 5«. Lactual. 8«. 4d. Pro. Visit. 6«. Sen. Gleb. ad Talor 
16«. Sd. King's Books, 23/. 17«. Sd. Clear year's yalue j848." 

The Parliamentary Retumt unaccountably make the living in 
1811—12 to have been worth i8l,047, and the tithea in 1835 only 
i6357, the surplice fees, from i820 to j830, and the rector's poor-rate 
j880 ; so making the nett income little more than j8300 I '* LewU^M 



'•YPedwQrPmmuHk,"*'Phnr^QofUL*' "TriOrufUmByd," "Bmmm^rB^d^nm 
Qreglak oV Qro$lqjrt," Sfc, his prindiMl poetical work, "OMrdd o Q«rd^," which 
coQtaiot aome pieces of oonaidenble merit. Bat his &TOiuite jos^ themes — on which 
he delighted to dispLey hu/orte, were ** rogues and misers/' and especially "uijasS 
stewards, knavish lawyers, and ungodly priests." 

Bttt our poet, daring a long and chequered lilS^ was engaged in various oceupatioafl» 
as ihrmer, toll-gate-keeper, publican, timber and general carrier { and, in the latter 
capacity, his superior knowledge of the meeAimtcai jMtssrt, enabled him to perform 
what were then conridered miraculous feats, in moving enormous logs of timber, huge 
blocks of stone, and at one time^ raising a laige sea-golog vessel wluch had tumbled 
off tlie stocks where she was built, with the aid of a few horses. lUe Welsh ascribo 
tohimtheinventionof a very improTcd sort of crane. He was by trade (professedly) 
a mason, but excelled more as bricklayer, being very skUfal in the oonstractkm of 
flnesj ovensi, and fiiroaoes. Tlie evening of his life was spent diiefly in writing 
some religious pieces, elegies, and q>itaphs, and catting inscriptions on tombs. 

But, although he saw many things in advance of his age, he was incapable of 
penetratiog beyond the general gloom of superstition that then prevailed, and was 
a stanch beUerer in " ghostly apparitions," and in the eflicacy of magical ceremonies 
for restoring quiet to haunted mansions and putting down " troubling spirits." 

In conclusion, it is but just to remsik that his poetical productions, with all their 
feults, are Taluable as tmtikftd pictures of the rices and iniquities of his age^ and, at 
the same time, convincing proofs how natural talent grows wild and bitter, when 
unattended with timely and fostering cultivation j for although no man resented 
injuriee more revengefully than Twm o'r Nant, he was affable in company, warm in 
his friendships, and kind and obliging as a neighbour. 
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Topographical Dictionary" has, '' present net income ^445 ; patron, 
the Bishop of St. Asaph ; the tithes have hecn commuted for a rent^ 
charge of j6400." 

The Parish of Wliitchurch, or Denbigh, comprehends an area of 
1,500 statute acres. 

In 1313, Philip Mortimer, Earl of March, granted the Advovson 

of Denbigh to the see of St. Asaph ; as appears from the following 

instrument :— > 

"Paieai uni»er$i9per prmteniei, piod no§ PkUqfpui de Moriuo Mori, comet de 
Marehia, €t Domhnu d€ Denbigh, rteognofrimiu pvr prmiente§ Advocaiionem 
Reetorue, AMophenHt Dioeeteoi, et jua LewelM Episeopi Apavetuii, €t illam 
Advoeationam eidem Bpiseopo, ei ntU ntceegiorihui, et Becletim nue predicts 
remieekmu, et pdete Clanuamupro nohie et heredibve noetrie in^erpetman, Jta 
nt fuod nee noe dietue PhU^ppme, nee karedee nottri, nee aUquie nomine noetro 
aliquod jna vel eiamemn in dicta Adoocaiione esigere vel vendieare poterimne m 
fiUurum, In e^fne ret ietthnonium eigiihtm noetrum preeentibne eti t^pemum, 
Dot, 20 Die Septembrie, omio regni Bdwardi tecundi tecundo, poet conjueeium 
Wallia Octooo." 

POPULATION. 



A.D. 
1801 


MALB8. 

1061 


FBMALBS. 
1330 


PBnSONS. 

2391 


1811 


1228 


1486 


2714 


1821 


1481 


1714 


3195 


1831 


1553 


2228 


3786 


1841 


1590 


1815 


3405 


1851 


1722 


1869 


3591 



It is very remarkable that the females greatly exceed the males in 
number, and an astonishing statistical fact, for which we are unable to 
account, that the females of Denbigh increased in the ten years ending 
with 1831 from 1714 to 2,228, and again diminished, in the following 
ten years to 1,815. There are above 3,000 females in the borough. 

It has been thought strange that the parish Church should have 
been built so distant from the town.* The reason may easily be in- 
ferred from "Pope Nicholat^t TaxatioAy" namely, that although the 
fortified post of 'n)inbych'* may have stood here from ancient British 
times, Denbigh had no parochial existence — perhaps no municipal 
community, when St. Marcellus, or lianfarchell, now Whitchurch, 
was originally built. 

This old temple is supposed to have been called Whitchurch, or 
the White Church, from its having been a conventual church of the 
White Friars. ^See Abbey. 



* Tho same obsoiration applies to other Anglo-Welsh towns, as Caernarvon, in 
the pariah of Llonbeblig; Conway, in that of Gyffin; and Boaamaris, in UandGgfiui. 



352 ANCIKNT AND MOOKRN DKNBIGH. 

Some hyperbolical writers tell us that, before tlie Reformation, there 
were no less than five Abbeys in and about tlie town 1 probably, these 
were only five charches and chapels served by the priests of the Abbey, 
namely, St Mary's, St. Marcellus, St. Hillary's, St. Anne's, and St. 
SaturmiB. — See HenUan^ in the Appendix, 

It is a pity that this fine old church, which has of late years bceu 
pcwed a-new throughout and undergone extensive and substantial 
repairs, so that little would be required to render it an attractive place 
of worship, especially in summer time, is now deserted, being used 
only for the solemnization of funerals. Within the memory of some 
of the older inhabitants, the corporate body used to attend divine 
service here at least once a year. There is a rumour afioat that 
regular Sunday services are to be restored after certain life-interests 
expire. 

From the old terriers, rate-books, &c., it would appear tliat there 
was, at one time, some glelie land, called ''Owerffladd y Vicary* **CaeW 
Person,** &c., this seems to be further corroborated by the fact that 
the rector was, in 1538, " resident and exercising hospitality."* 

A Terrier, or an aeeount qf T^ihee and ProfiU, and Revenuee belonging to the 
Reetorg qf Denbigh, Julg IStk, 1774,— 

AU Tythes are paid ia kind throaghoat tlie whole parish, except Guilford Fum,t 
the tooanta whereof refuao the smaU T/thoa and Easter Dues, aUedging a custom or 
preicription in discharge thereof. 

Item. — ^The Rector % has no Globe House, or Land belonging to him, excepting 
Twenty Shillings paid him yearly by the occupier of Brook House Farm, issuing 
out of a field near the said Farm, caUed CseV Person, now in the poasession of 
Samuel Evans. 

* TIm Ant "innon** (poga SOS) had thrca baigagat wiiUa, anil two cartilages without the Walb. 

t It would sppoar that tiia laadholdan at Kilfoid rafiued to pay rates aad tasca, for wo Sad it 
iMorded that ** at a Vsstrjr, iMld Oct. SOth, 17M, it Is ordored that twolvo-peiice ia tho pound (an 
ononnotts rate for that period) be leried upon all inhabitants aad landholden within the parish 
of Denbgb in order to carrj on and support such measures as will be necessary to finee and oblige 
the landholders of Kilford Farms, and otbrr InbabitanU of the parish of Denbigh, Qolntlj with the 
parishioners of Llanihaaadr-in-Kinmereb I) to pay their parodual taxes, and that proper informa- 
tion thereof be sent forthwith to Sir Lynch Salusbury Cotton, Bart. And provided the said land- 
holders of Kilford, and others, do not, within the space of three weeks from the date hereof, eon- 
sent to pay their parochial taxes, in that case, it is ordered that proper measures be then forth- 
with taken for the recorery of the same." 

t The Rectory and Vicarage were united by an Act of the S9th & SOthCharies II., which efleeted 
several other benefices in the diocese, for reasons set forth ia the preamble.—" Whereas several 
vicarages, &c, are of so small yearly value that the same are InsuOcent to support the present 
incumbents thereof, and the rectories, as well as vicarages, all in the patronage of the 
bbhops of St. Asi^h, are sine eura, and the rectors thereof not obliged to be resident within 
the said parishes, or to perform any spiritual function there, which rectories if the said vicaiegea 
woe extinct, and the cure of soub placed in the said rectors, would afford a competent revenue 
for the maintenance of such spiritual persons," 
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Item. — ^Thc Interest of One Hundred Poands paid hinif being the Bcqaest of 
Willinm Mydddton, formerly alderman of this Town, towards a Catechetical Lectare. 

Item. — ^Thirty Shillings yearly paid him for preaching Two Sermons; one on the 
ftnst Sanday in Lent, the other on Easter Day, in the afternoon. 

Item. — All Offerings and Bnryings, Chnrchings, and Marriages, and the Dnos 
cnstomarily paid him at Raster, which are sbiponoe for every marringe, and four 
pence by every widow or widower, and sixpence from house keepers. 

Item. — The Seven Companiet qf TYadeefnen^ paid Fonr Pounds p^ annum for 
reading Prayert every Sanday in WeUh/or the benq/ii qf servants. 

Item. — ^Tlie Oatmeal Toll, set at tlie yoorly rent of Tliroe Ponnds for reading 
Prayers in the Weelc Days. 

Jo: Myddclton. 

T. Myddelton, Jn : Owens, John Jones, 

James Owen, John Morris, Edwanl Knowles, 

'Will. Simon, John Mason, John Mostyn, 

Robert Jones, Jno Roberts, Petor Vaaghan, Jan., 

Tho. Owen, Tho : Roberts, John Jones, old Warden, 

James Conway, Edwd Edwards, Jno Salusbury, 

Jno. Twiston, Peter Vaughan, Edward Jones, new W^arden. 

Another terrier of 1791, differs only in its preamble, which states that it was 
taken, made, and renewed according to old evidences, and the knowledge of tho 
nnctcnt inhabitants, &c., and exhibited in the primary Visitation of the Right 
Reverend Father in God, Ijewis, Lord Bishop of St. Asaph, holden at Denbigli, on 
the 12th Day of July, 1791 ; and that it also contains an inventory of all moveable 
parochial property, viz,, books, plate, vestments, palls, horse-litter, biers, &c« 

RECTORS OF DENBIGH. 
(From " Edwards' Brown Willis," with additional notes,) 

ti^ Tlie first dates given below, as " A.D., 1537, A.D., 1538, &c.," are to be 

-.tood as referring to tlie appointment and ooUataon to the Rectory or Vicarage of 

j^enbigh, as the case may be ; the rest when they received or held other preferments 

-Hnfied. 

* 

A.D., 1537 — Foulk Salusbury, dean and chancellor, collatod by Bishop 
Warton. Dean Salasbary was a son of Thomas Salusbury, Esq., of Lleweny, 
lie was collated Rector of Glympton, Oxfordshire, in 1501 ; and was Dean of St. 
Asaph in 1511. lie held the deanery along with several other preferments, as 
Chancellor of St. Asaph, in 1513 ; Prebend of Llanfair in Bangor Cathedral ; Rector 
of Llanrhaiadr and Llandymog, as well as of Denbigh, which he held up to the time 
of his dcatli, which took ylnce in 1543. He died at an advanced age. He is tho 
more to be memorised from the toct that he was the first Dean of St. Asaph who 
formally renounced the papal supremacy. 

A.D., 1538 — Maurice Burehinshaw, Prebendary of Vacnol, and Canon of Wells 
in 1543. He resided here, as we find in the letter to Dr, Matthew Parker, 
afore alluded to, — " Magister Mauritius Burehenosa, Presbyter, Artium Mayister 
if Prebendarius de Vaynol, Sfc., et Rector de Denbigh, Residens Sf hospitalis 
ibidem:' Died 1.564. Buried at WeUs. 

A.D., 15C6— TAoma« Thurland collated by T. Davics. 
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A.Do 1575— H^iV/tam Morgan, D.D., coUatod by Hughes. Dr. W. Morgan was 
bom at Gwibernanty Penmachno. He graduated at St. Joliu's, Cambridge; was 
presented to the vicarage of Welshpool in 1575, and that of Llanrhaiadr>yn-Moch- 
nant, together with the rectory of Pennant Meiangell» in 1588. In consequence of 
a dispute with his parishioners at Llonrhaiadr-yn-Mochnant, he was compelled to 
attend Archbishop Whitgift at Lambeth. The Archbishop formed a high opinion 
of his abilities, appointed him his chaplain, and prevailed upon him to translate tho 
Scriptures into tho Welsh Ijonguago. He, however, adopted Salusbury's translation 
of the New Testament, with such corrections as he found necessary. Dr. Morgan's 
translation of the Old Testament, allowed by critics In both tongues to approach 
nearer to tlie sublimity of the original Hebrew text than any other translation yet 
made, very far surpasses the English vcrsbn. It was printed in 1588, with 
a Latin prefiico, and dedicated to Queen Elisabeth, who rewarded him with tho 
bishopridc of Uandaff in July, 1595. He was translated to St. Asaph, anno 1601, 
42 Elizabeth, and died Sept 10th, 1604, and was interred in the latter diohr. 

A.D., 1596 — Qriffiih Vaughau, He became Treasurer of Bangor Cathedrsl in 
1607, and died in 1612. 

A.D.y 1605 — Robert Priehard, collated by Parry. Furst comportionlst of Llan* 
sannan, 1614, Vicar of Kilken, 1626 (?) 

A.D., 1 615 — Bvan Morgan, B.D. Rector of Caerwys and second Comportionist 

of Uansannan, 1614; Canon of St. Asaph, and Prebendary of Meifod, 1617; 

Hector of Pennant Melangell, 1615. He was also Vicar of Llanrhaiadr, 1588; 
Lhmasa', 1602 ; Mold, 1612. 

A.D., 1621— Xeirit Gwyn, M.A. Vicar Choral, 1613; and Vicar of Llanrhaiadr- 
yn-Mochnant. ^ 

A.D., 1625 — Reginald Saluebtirg, colUted by Hanmer. Rector of Llansantffraid- 
Glan-Conway, 1614 ; Vicar of LUnrwst^ 1614 ; Vicar of LUnasaph, 1615 ; Canon, 
1622. Richard Salusbury was then Curate. 

A.D., 1633— ^rMur Hodelow, A.M. collated by Owen. 

A.D., 1636— -Hti^A Lloyd, A.M. Hugh Lloyd was deprived of th'r.).. 
Cromwdl, a fact passed over in silence by Brown Willis, but proved by the touu . 
ing document found among the corporate records. 

Thursday, 24th Aug., 1654, 
At the Councdl at WhltehaU. 

On conadcration of the pettifon of Mr. William Jones, minister of the Gospell at 
Denbigh, shewing that the pef, being, about the yeare 1647, appoi *"^ by the 
Co'mittee of Sequestrafons for Northwales, to officiate as Minister at Denbigh, and 
to receive for his paynes the Tythes and proffitts of the Parsonage there (being eine 
euro) as an augmenta^on to the vicarage, being a vicarage endowed, and both i^n ', , 
sequestrafon, and bemg afterwards confirmed therein by the Com" for Propagation 
of the Gospell in Wales, did under those orders ehioy the same, for neare seaven 
years, till of late William Carter and others interrupted him in receiving the Tythes 
under pretence of one Mr. Hugh Lloyd's title (being minister of FfDrdham in 
Cambridgeshire) who daymes the same under an Instituf on and induction aboute 
fourteen yeares agoe, though bee made not the same known before to the Cornice of 
Sequestra^ons, or to the petitioner. 
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Ordered by his higbnois the Lord Fteotor, and the Coynoell, that the 
•ajd Mr. WiUiam Jonet be eontiii?ed, and hereby Is aettled in the aayd 
Ticarage of Denbigh, and that he reoeive and take the proffiits thereof, 
as alaoe of the sayd panonage, till fvrther order. And the JTstioes of 
Peace thereabonti, aa alaoe the Aldermen, and other offlcera of the 
aayd towne of Denbigh, are Tpon all occasions to give all fitt aasistanoe 
to the sayd Mr. Jonea, for receiTing the proffitts of tlie said Faraonage 
and Ticarage accordingly. 
BM.20ih^ 7tr., 1654. W. JstBor, Gierke of the Connaell. 

Rteioiy and Vicarage, eonwlidated by BUhop JUoyd, 

A.D., 1689-VoAfi J2o*er<f. Vicar of Gnildsfteld, 1662 (?) 
A.D., 1697 — Tkoma9 WUNam», collated by Jones. Rector of Bt. George, in 
1684 ( ?) He published " J^elaon on the Feasta and Fasta*' in Wdah in 1712. 

A.D., 1726^-Or{^M /oner, collated by Hare. Schoolmaster of Iianrwat» 1 702; 
and Rector of BodTari, 1715. He is said to have been a learned man, and was 
author of sereral small pamphlet^, which are in the compiler's poaaesaion, with 
marginal notea in tlie anthor^s own handwriting, aa,' "A thort Leiier to a Eonum 
CaihoUek, 9fe,," "A Uittr to a Pro99lyU qf the Church qf Rome," '*nint» 
propoicd to a Diaenting Teacher qf the PreebyteHan Pereuaeion, lately eettled in 
the Town qf DeMyh, on the oeeaeion qf the Erecting qf a Meeting^Houee in 
that Town '* 1730 ; "A ehort View qfthe Coniroverey ahotU Bpiecqpaey, 

A.D., 1749 — John Price, D.D., ooUatcd by Drommond. Rector of Llangwm, 
and Fkebendary of Ely. 

A.D., \11%— Robert MyddeUon, A.M., collated by Shipley. Rector of 6t 
Gcori^d, 1757; and Vicar of UandriOo-in-Rhos, 1763. 

A.D., 1797 — Thomat dough, M.A., collated by Bagot Vicar of Llangemiew, 
1783 } Halkin, 1783 1 Canon, 1794 ; Rector of Himant, 1 796. He was presented 
to the Vicarage of Nantglyn by the Crown in 1807. 

A.D., ISli-^WUliam Geawr, M.A., oolhited by hto father, Bishop CloaTor. Ho 
^ -iVoentor of Bt. Asaph } Rector of Newtown ; Rector of Lhmf^iwr, &c. 
mider> J 1 1818— llieAaril Howard, D.D., collated by Lnxmooro. Vicar of Lbn&wr, 
^1812, Rector of Bettws Abergde, 1816$ Vicar of Nantglyn, 1823} Rector of 
'*£l Jegfu, 1824 1 died Rector of Uanrfaaiadr-yn-Cinmerch. 

A.D., 1843 — Robert Janet Robertt, M JL., collated by Carey. Pireferred to the 

Rectory of Escriflog. 
A.D., 1855— 2>wiff 2>wiff, lLA.,Vicar Choral of St Aaaph,1854) collated byShort. 

•"' VICARS OF DENBIGH. 

A.D., 1537 — WiUiam Payne, or Bayne, deprived, collated by Bishop Warton. 
There are fields near the town still called Cacau Payne. 

' \.D., 1537— Ho^/Jretomf, B.L.» Canon, 1553.* " Viearh^ de Denbigh 4* 

*** M. Hsny Irelaod, Pieaebar in Derintie, twonie bnigeM npon tho iiew« oliartre, paMng for 
Us admyttaiies i^i., lO Sept, l6S8." '* Magtoter Robert Inland, Presbyter, in Leglbot Baecha. 
lanieoa, Prebondarioi do Ueliden, fte. Vlearins do Denbigh, & in eadem reaidena, san non 
■osPiTALis."— "Jobn Ireland, dor. oonno and heiro to Jobn Ireland, goaldamith, waa addmittod 
and awomo buigeeee and paid for bla addmittanoe— -irm." Jeffrey Ireland waa " a corrlaor*' 
of Denbigh in tbe year 1598. '* John Ireland, tho aonno of 8r. Harry Ireland, do., deoeaaod, waa 
awomo bofgca tho iQ of Janoarie, 1604," " Jonaa Ireland, glover, zzth Jvlie, lOOS."— CoaroBATa 
BacoaDS. 

2 w 
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Ai mJ«m rtHdetu," Robert Irdaad, Tkar of Denbigb, wm Canon Cnml of St. 
Aaapb, in 1 553; and PkrebendaTj of Maliden, in 1 558 j by retifnation of Hngb Vangban 
to wbom a pennon of ;f 3 da. 8d. waf reaerved for Ufe. Ireland wai inatitnted to 
tbe Vicarage of Denbigb by tbe Def n and Cbapter of Canterbury, and by royal 
preeentation, tbe Arcbiepiaoopal Cbab, and tbat of St. Aiapb being yacant,Oct. 1 , 1 554 . 

A.D., 1579— JbAn IkmU§, collated by Hngbea. 

A.D., l6IS—OaM«/ Perry, B.D., ooDaied by Ftety. Rector of Llyafaen, Vicar 
Cboral, 1587| Rector of Llanrbaiadr-yn-Mocbnant, 1608; Abergele, 1613; Llaa- 
aannan, 1616; and LlanaantAaid-yn*Mecbaln j Areoentor' of Bangor, 1632 j and 
Rector of UangynbaAd. 

A.D., Uli—HmfhSohtrU. Vicar Cboral 1587}. ViearofUangwn, 1609$ and 
Rector of Llyalaen, 1613 ; Rector of Caenrys, 1618 ; Vkar of Greplbrd. 

A.D., 1614— iUcAerd Pigoit, Rectqr.<^ L|andcglaf/l 597 ; Vicar of Ofweetry, 
1602 ; of Uangemiew, 1 606 ; of Llanrtva^ 1 609 j ,and paawrin^ 1 624. " RidMrd 
Pigott of Denbigb waa alayne at IJanwnaan.f '-«-J*j|f // PMf^rfe In Me Briiitk 
IfifMMR. Tbia waa during tbe Siege of Peobigb.— jSTm jii^t 219. 

A.D., 1624— TfteiN4« Barker, collated by Qanmer. Vicar Cboral, 1617.* 
A.D., Uy^^£dw0rd PawtU, collated by Owen. Reobn^of tbe 6iat portion of 
Llanaannan. 1631. . 4^ \ .'.'.....■.:.> . 



A.D., 1635— ^Mry ikmi§i. 



\ •> 
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A.D., 163S— IPn^iilr Lewii. 

A.D., 1640,— fn/ZioM Xe^crt, A.M./ FeUow of St: Jblin'a College Cambridge^ 
•'one of tbe 7,000 clergymen 6cc eaat oat of tbe Cbnrcb b^ (Jrol|i#eD. 

A.D., 1647— VTI/ZtoM Jmut, a Non-fSonformift, one of tb4 2,000 miniatcn tamed 
• out of tbeCburcb after tbe Reatoration. ' 

A.D., 1660— IT. Aiycrt, teatora4* 

WUiiamRopera waa ooUated tlLeetorof Hfarnai^t'in fiSSf/- He^piea anatitoof 
Cardiganabire, took bia degree in Aha at OHet College^' JH litd7»>nd tbat of B.D.» 
at Jeaua College, Oxford, in 1638, bdng about'tbat time Ard^dea^on of St. Da^id'a. 
During tbe Rebellion be iraffered mndi in tbe king'i^cana^ wap fj^otad* . ^ Jbroed 
to fly flrom place to place Ibr bia ^ecurfty. , H^ wM.prbbably i^ Denbigb Caatla 
wbile it waa beaieged. In consideration of tbe periecad^n b§ bad suflTered, and bia 
epiacopal qualiftcationa, be waa idade Biabop of Landaff in 1660, and died in 1667. 

A.D., 1689 — John Rob^rU, Rector and Vicar, nom'tbe corporate reoordi» it 
appears tbat be held tbe liTing sixteen yeara prior to tUa date, '5 xxftb of 0^. aon'aign 
lord king Charles the Seoond. eo., 1673, There was' then aeated a grant of y« 5/. 
catechiam lecture vnto John Robt>..eclro;niinifter of y*.p'ish of Denbigb* during the 
will and pleasure of the aldermen and bayliefea wA their aiicpeafon, and .51. 17t. lOii. 
in reedy money ; and the oom'on sealo waa delifered qnPd. >nd tbe grepit.cnppe was 
Pttttin."t ... \ . ...: 



* ThonuM BarkOT, darka, souBe fto Mr.^rVipotbsra Bafkef. poapf the capital burgesM* of tba 
towDA, was MTorne burgcn .st|Ii daya .^f ,ifcil>ruMla, lOU.*' 

•«* For Wardensp Chutehinitca,^^. nnoe'tlia reforiniidon,r-4Ba Arpaaaiz. 

t What we bare itatcd respocUog $]^ Ota'pa ia oorroborated bf tba following «l«>fyinfnt 1— 

"January t2nd, 1 778.— Raced, tbeti of Mr'. Robert Jgnea. of Brookboaae, tbe 1001 of one Pound Tsn 
Bbillinga, being a year and a balff ttcnt tdt my Glebe Land in Brookbouao, due Ilieb'maa laat. 

jg\ 108, Od. By me, Robbet Mtbbbltom, Rector of Deubigb.** 
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MOTXOB TO SIfBSORIBBRS. 

As the Work is adTeriised at 4n., id Parts, or eomplett for 5a., alf 
Snbcribers who have had parU, may, bj retarning the same, haTo^ 
the whole put in the cnolonred cloth lettered cover, like the " sale'* 
ttopies by paying the difference ; or bound, in any style ordered. 



DXRBOTICNS TO THB BINDBR. 

All the Etehing9 to be rejected, unless parties wish to retain them ;- 
the Adytum and CaHU to be used as a Frontispiece, the Town after 
^e Preface, and Whitehureh at the end of the last chapter — beforr 
the Contents. 

The Etchings^ if used, come in the order following^ 

MIm Goblin Tower before .. Chapter XI.— Page 89« 

w'tn Bowitng Qreeii ,y •• •• „ XXX.-— ,» 259. 

^M Old St. Datid'i »» .. „ XXXIl.--* ,, 291, 

^„ Caetlerafai „ «, XXXTI.^— ts 31f<. 
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ANCIENT AND MODERN 

DENBIGH. 



DENBIGH ! 
ntlNTED AND FUBLISaEO BT J. WILLUBI8, TAU STUIT; 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Now Camphte, and will poniively be iuued oii» or btfart ike Ul 

day of December t 1856. 

PRICE 5s., CLOTH LETTERED, WITH ENGRAVINGS. 

One of the cheapest books published, — 356 closely printed 8?o. Pages. 
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ANCIENT AND MODERN DENBIGH; 

A DESCRIPTIVE HISTORY OF THE CASTLE, BOROUGH, AND 

LIBERTIES} 

With Sketehet qf th9 Lhes, Character, and BxploiiiqfthefKudal Lordi and 
Military Govemon qf the Fftrirete, to iit final Siege and Reduction t Noticee qf 
Ancient Local Famiiiee and BnUnent filativee. Municipal Offieere and Corporate 
Recorde, Ancient QuUde, Military and BccUeiaetieal Bemaine, ^c ^c, ^e», 

BY JOHN WILLIAMS, 
Locil Secretary to the Cambrian (Arcfacological) Inttltate. 



A moit able and lerj interesting Tolnme. — Carnarvon Herald, 

"Tbemostperfectworkof its kind that it has erer been oor good fortont to see." 
'^CamMan Journal. 

"A valuable oontribntion to the local histories of the oonntrj, which will dc ae r re d ly 
fink high in the estimation of antiqaaries, and the general commiinity whojuv 
more particularly interested in it. In the coarse of its publication we have obsenred 
a careful research, combined with much tact in digesting materials, and in presenting 
them in a lucid style to the reader. Tbo last issue, which contains the tliree con- 
cluding parts, will be found especially interesting to the general reader.— iVbrM 
Walee Chronicle, 

*' It ought to have a place in every library in North Wale^ where it ought to be 
universally read." — Ibid, 

"This book does great credit to its author and compiler, and ehould be on. the 
ehelnee qfall Antiquariee in North Walee," — Archmologia Cambreneie, 



A limited number of Adrertisements (ordered in time), 
will be issued and bound with the volume, 

AT TDB RATE OP 

THIRTY SHILLINGS PER PAGE. 

Advertisers have an advantage seldom offered by such mediums, 
viz., that most of the nobility, gentry, and clergy connected with the 
Borough and County of Denbigh, as well as hundreds from other 
parts of Wales and England, have already sent~ in their names as 
Subscribers to the Work. 

l^ff* Perhaps no other local work hitherto published promieed a 
mor^ exteneive a circulation, 
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F, W. BRAMWELL, 

GROCER, TOMCUimST, &t 

VAL.E STREET, DENBIGH, 

In returning his beat thanks for the very liberal share of publia 
patronage which he has enjoyed for io$ny years, begs to announce 
ihat he continues to confine himself to the sale of 

GENUINE ARTICLES IN THE TRADE, 

AMD THOSE OV 

8UPSEX0R QUALXTTt 



FHfiiST FLJFOURED TEAS AND COFFBBS. 

SUGAR AND MOLASSES, 

VBSBID VEVIVS UStW 8IPICS8, IPSCESAS, Win 
PRIOE'8 PATENT CANDLES, 

dATlNNl AND OTHER CIGARS, FANGT TOBACCOS, 

SNUFFS, &C. 



m^m^^mi0^0^0^0*m^^0^^t^^^»^t0*^i^^^0^0^^^^t^^^»^^^0^^*^0^'^^0Sf*0^m 



FIRST CLASS TEAS. 

Good black leaf CoDgoa, St. 2d. per lb. Very fine Souchong flaTonred black Tea, 
; TSiio strong ftUl ftaTOurod black leaf, 4s. per lb. 

8s. 8d. par lb. Rich Pekoe flaTonred Souchong kind 

Tea, 48. 6d. per lb. 
Thb Tea rcnnUiiM itrength aad Savoiur, uid TIim Tea b pcculiav for Ua ezquUUe flavew 
fa well wortbj the MUatioa of large coMumen. and itrcagtb. 

Fine Gunpowder, 4s. per lb. Fine scented Orange Pekoe, 6s. per lb. 

Finest ditto, 5s. per lb. Scented Caper, 4s. Od. per lb. 

Scented Orange Pekoe, 4s. €d, per lb. Fine scented ditto, 4s. 8d. per lb. 

■■ ■■■» ^^— ^— — 

Very fine flaToured Coffees^ at ls*« Is* Ad-^ Is- Sd*^ and 

Is- 8d* per lb* 



^^*09^^^S^it^^'^^^^t^^^^^^^^t^^l^^t^0^^k^^^^*0^m0^0^f^0*^t^t^»^^^^** 



Bramwell's .Harness Composition^ 

UNEQUALLED FOR BBILUANCY. 

IMPSRVIOtJS OP WET, AND WARRANTED NOT TO CRACX^ BUT 
TO INCREASE THB DURABILITY OP ALL LBATHER. 



Nfwfy Publuhed,pne0 3#., hound, and iUustrmied with 9i§tl pMui 

cr inp€q^ cover, pUan^ 2f« 

A HAND-BOOK 



rom 



THE VALE OF CLWTD ; 

OOMTAIMIMa 

I tti)io||nit^ ndt Sotoiittl Smtqitin 

or THS 

TOWNS OF RHYL, ABERGELE, SAIHT ASAPH, 

DENBIGH, AND RUTHIN ; 

WITH ALL THE ADJACENT VILLAGES, 

CASTIiB8> MilNSIONS, CHURCHES, 
MONUMENTS, ANTIQUITIBS, PICTURESQUE SCSNBRT, AND 

ETBRY OBJECT OP ATTRACTION, 

IN THAT 

Sisfittfsl init fir-fsmiit Ssli» 

OOMPILVO FROM AUTHBNTIO SOUBOBS AND PBB80NAL 0B8IBVATI0K, 
AS A OJINBRAL GUIDE FOR THE INFORMATION OF YISITORt 

ANP RB8IDJBNT8. 

By WILLIAM DAVIS, Jesus Chapel. 



^t^^^^^^^^^^^^M^P^^^^M^W^A^lA^^^ 



RUTHIN: PUBLISHED BY ISAAC CLARKE; 

AMD TO BB BAD OF AIX BOOKmBLLBmS. 

OplBioBS of the Pmss. 



bSalorietl pcnonafw and Incidnitt bsft readend for ertr mmBorabl* ■■« ciotllaBtlj dneiilMd la 
thla llfctte ToIuBM.. ..W* eordially raooamMnd It to all wliom plenar* or badnan ottnots to tlM 
Valo of Clwjd. It li boadaomoly flliMtrolad tilth t ufi» > lii «i woA o food loop i aad it iiiiniiliriily 
ckcop wImo Its MOMMiloa no tUM into oontldontlMu*'- Osamft CBBomcia. 



'*Wm bo fMmd iadbpwttablo to tbo Toorist wbo wandm la tbat roanatio port of North 
Wolea."— WaaxiT Diifatcb* 



*«Tho Hand-book oT tho Valo of Ghryd la of tho flnl dMnctor, and mart roeommoad ItMlf 
■troagljrf not only to tboaa wIm icalde ponaaacntljr In that dcBghtftd vldnltf , aad who h«fo kora 

rd I ' " ■' 



than thfly over know of their own aelghbourhood, hot to tho orowd of TUtora who flock 

thither from all parta o< tho eoantrj, to e^oy tho benefila of aan bathing, |raro air, ofraaahlo 



oscrdao. aad tho nleaanre of l aau ec tln ii tho ranuumta of aatiqalty, aad the romantio aeeawT with 
whldi uo Vale aboonda. .... It It neatly minted, well got op,— the engnrlaga are nt 



of rarpa«dag exoeUenoe, whUo Ita deoerlptiona' era florid, ^t not ovordcmna, and Ita hfatorical 
ita era ooafldeatly to be relied oa."— NoaTB Waias CBBoaiCLB. 



"Mr. Danrlea hae piodaoed a really valaaUe aad latoreatfaig Tohuae, aad whieh doea aa amch 
credit to bia re aear ca aa to hia ttterary abUtfea aad power of penolenooaarraageaieBt. Tlio 
work la typographlcaDT, well got np, la beantlfkilly aad wriahly embeUlahed by fflnatralioaa of all 
the ploeca oT iatereat la aad contigoooa to the Vale,— la dwap, and altogether la aMwt creditable 
to Mr. ChBho,thf ipiiiiedpabllafcor.*'— WaasBAM Ana PsHSiaBSBiai Wbbblt ABTsmniBa. 



• • ■ 

THE UNRIVALLED 

tLWTDlAV lAVCI, 

ADAPTBD F09 nSH. FLESH, AND FOWL. 
Is. 3d* per Bottle* 

" ■■ ' fc^^— ■ ' ■ H I ■ ■ I I I I II H I II. in 

A new tiiTentioii fio^ the Toilet ; 



«BS aiOTAS 



CLWTDIAN BOQUiET, 

An Euence Distilled from Native Flow6rB» worthy of the Yale 

ttbm which it takes ita name. 

tM± In 9ott|es fit Is.*) 2s* 6d., imd 5s4 each. 



•"T 



THE 



ClWIDliN CREiM; 

A new and degant Preparation for the Haie^ free fkom Animal Fat ; 

In Patent Bottkis at Is.^ &•• Sde^ and 5b« each. 

The above are Gomponndied aoldy • 

BY JOHN WILLIAMS, 

cmmntsv, .vKBUPiinosiE* mj^ 

HX6H 8TEI1T, BXNBI6H. 

And told by fini daa* Chymista throng^Mmt the Prinidptiliiy. 



P.S.-THE PINEST STOCK OF CIGARB IN WALES. 



JOHN WILLIAMS, 

CHTMIST, PERFUMER, 

HIGH STREET, DENBIGH, 



Hbrxby reipectluUy idfomui his namerdus costotaen and the 
pablic generally, that he hat remo?ed to a more central and 
commodiooa premiaes, 

OPPOSITE THE CROSS. 

J. W. ayallB lumftelf 6Jf this oppdirinnity to retnm his most sincere 
thanks to ihose kind friends who hare favonred him irith their sup- 
port since his comueilcing badness. Hd also In^ to lisfeare them 
that no effort on his part shell be wanting to merit a e&niimuti^e of 
ike 



All Druff§ and ChilnibdU uM an diKpcundiiif^ qf Medieinee UfUl 
heo/ihe Beet and Fwreet Quality, ae ordered by the London CcUege 
of Phyeieianei 

Family Aperient PSUt. Chfld's Miglit Li^tc. 

Compdiiiid BhnWb do. • iiiii^bM taid GelaiiA*. 

Dinner do* Anow Root and Taplooe. 

Cough do. ICftocaroni sad YennaclIU. 

Phtent SetiOtti sad Soda Powdet. LoMAby's Flflkks. 

GROCERIES OF EVERY DESCRIPnON, 

ATTHB 

MOST RSA80KABI.1 CHAMSS* 



naoBS's PATENT OAsmLBa, 

VALMEJBL'a Do. Do. 



QimmE mu. and sperm on. 



JOHN KEEPFER, 

aStotcj) anlK dtlot'k JVimnfsntuxtVt 

HIGH STREET, DENBIGH. 



^%#»^^^tf^^^^^^tfV^^»^^^^^W»»»^^^^^^^^^ 



A SELBCT STOCK OF 

IICILLKNT MGUSH, FRENCH, mm, ARD AURICAR miL% 

JEWELLERY, tiC. 
BAROMETERS and THERMOMETERS MADE or REPAIRED 

EISTEDDFO D BLAENAU LLA NQERNYW, 

YN Y WA80, PRI8 SWLLT, 

Llyfa ju cynDwyi hoU GyftuiioddiaiUia Badilagol yr Eiateddfod uflhod, oddietthr j 
IVaethawd ar AmaethyddiMth ; tef Pryddett ar Jonah ; Cywydd ar Amaor ; Eaglyii 
i Honan j Marwnad i'r diweddw "Un, Sandbag Hafi)danoa» yn ngbyda cbrynoldeb 
o banes brwyd yr unrbyw yn Gymra^a Saaacmegj NoTel i'r Wyryf Dw^^lejlf , 
yn ngbyda r kott Feirniadaeth. 
Hydera y PwyUgor y derbyniant gelhogaeUi pob gwir Gymro trwy brynn y Llyfr. 

Anfoner pob Archebion at John Prtcb^ Blaenau, Uangernyw^ 
LknrwBt. 

~ T. MORRIS3 

CROWN SQUARE, DENBIGH, 

HAS ALWAYS ON HAND 

^ large an2)( futW ntUtttti Sbtotfi 

Of the undermentioned : — 

Mantles, Hats, 

Shawls, Woollen Cloths, 

Dresses, Vestjngs, 

Bonnets, Handkerchiefs, 

Ribbons, Waterproofs, 

Gloves, Flannels, &e., &c. 



AGF,NTFOR WHITAKERS SHIRTINGS. 




JOHN ROBERTS, 

9 &L«9 




Rbspectfully begs to inform his fricDds and customen that h* lias 
jin Excellent Assortment of etety Description of 

GARDEN AND AGRICULTURAL SEEDS, 

Of the best Quality, and at very Moderate Prices. 

%3t AU Orier9 will command the tUmott aiteniicn, and ihoM9 abwt £2 be 
eentfree qfeorriage to dnyplaei within the dietanee q/'2o mUee/ram Denbigh, 

£. & M. A. EDWARDS, 

No. a, HENIXAN TBRRAOE, 

MlLLINEllS AND DllBSSMAKERS. 



^0^^^^^^^^^^t^^^^^^*^*^k^k^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^t^t^t^^^^^^^^ 



SkttAfsi antt Cui^can Honntttt antt fl^Btfi 

CLEANED AND DYED IN VARIOUS COLOURS. 

. BmUCBp eiLVltHSs AKTID (Cl&illPaiS (BIUEiUSSID) 

AND DTED TO EQUAL MKW. 

BEO-HANCINCS AND CARPETS BEAUTIFULLY RESTORED. 

MR. F. B. TAYLOR, 

VETERINA|IY SURQEONi Denbigh. 

CATTLE, SHEEP, AND DOGS ATTENDED, 

JMEDICiyE, ^c, SUPPLfED. 
CONSTZTUTICN BAI.I.S9 CsJJper dosen. 

^■MmA»^*^^»^» —— ■■■■■» 111— — ■ III —— M^— B^l— ^l— — ^— M^— — 

BRITISH COLLEGE OF HEALTH, NEW.ROAD, 
LONDON.— MORI SON'S VEGETABLE UNI- 
VERSAL MJb.DICINE U the only medicine that strikes at 
the root of all diseases. This has beeii proved by an 
experience of tbiity years, during which time upwards of 
4t0,(i00 cases of cure have been effected. The Hygeian 
agents throughout the world are unanimous upon the 
liygeian system of medicine introduced by James Morisoh, 
the Hygeist, who not only taught the public how to cure 
their own ailments, but also rescued the world from dangers 
of false medieal doctrines. The monument lately raised to 
his memory by a penny subscription sufficiently attests the 
Importance of his discoveries. 

Sold Wholeeale and Betail by Henry Datiee, Vale street, 
Denbigh; and retail by Wm,hughe», Grocer, Sj^c, Colwyn, 

Agent* wanted for the towns <if Uanrust, Bala, and 
n4ighbowrhood, apply at above to Henry Domes; Denbigh. 



ROYAL INSURANCE COMPANY. 

Royal Imuranee Building; North John Street and Dale Street^ 
LIVERPOOL, and 29, Lombard Street, LONDON. 

CAPITAL— jr2,000,000, IN 100,000 SHARES OF £2Q EACH. 



TEU8TKM t 



JOHN SHAW LEIGH, Eta. | JOHN NATLOB. Btcu 

DimscToms, sro.* iw Iivbafool : 
CHARLES TURNER, Eta., Cbmbmait, 

J. BRAMLEY-MOORE, Esa., M.P., and . n-««TT CuAimMmM 
RALPH BROCKLEBANK. Eso., \ wr-uHAimiiBw. 



TIm Cktf Article of tiM Lomdoh Timbs, of tk« fl4tli July Uat ttetM that the tnnmttimm of Qtm 
Rojral InauraiiM CompMiy **ftppcftr to hw b«ea of a ptrfccUy ntliliMMij cMiMtor." It «• 
dttdw tiM foUawing •tatoncnla ooninaBtoiy of that opiuioii t— 

PREMIUMS. 

The Pramlottu of NIm OOoM MiuiiMnUod art atatid to Im ^etifOti 

Of which Um Royal alono amounto to • 971JM'^' 

haiaf 19 par oeaL of tha aoeumttlatcd Pitaicloaia of Cha lemaiolog Eight Companlai. 

EXPENDITURE. i 

Tha atpandltBra of TnmraiMC Ooapaalao la. at Dfcoent, attimctlag tha aasiom attantiap of Ah 
FttbUc. Tha aiatamenc of ** The Ttmcs' ' haa elicited the loUowing remarke from a eoatompo'fyrf s— 
"Hera, aicain, tha Royal loeurancia Company oeeupiaa a po%iUoa of honourahla pn-aai Ihma g 
for while ita espeneca of mam^rement, aprrad over a period of three jreara, bays saaM LB«»TBAlt 
SO raa Cbmt., thcea of fiTe other oflcee, astending orer an equal tinae — ^for arc oaiit thoee which 
have been eetahliahad withio three ycara, or we might make a atiooger caaa— hava varied liom tt 
to 74 per cent., and in one caaa have been aa high aa 1 1 1 par cant, on tha laealpta." 

RESOURCES. 

In like manner the entire Funda In hand of thirteen ol^eaa la onoted. In " Tha Tlmaa,** nfe 
jtfl,S98,688, including tha *' Royal." which alone ia je37i>S0tt and which la, thfrefdra, eqi|al lo 49 
per cent, or tub ACcoMOLATan ruNoa or ma aBMAiNino twblyb orriCBai or, lomakn 
tite YAOT aaaooBGBa of the Compaav atill mora maaifrat, it may be atated that, putbngaaide tha 
tlirce lurgeat oAeea named, (tha runda of the greateat of which barely eacei de ona-BALr of thoan 
ot the •* ttoyal") rna ONiran roNna or tub BBMAtMina tin orricBa iiO kot BavALTaa 
rvNoa or rnia CcMrANV. 

The favottrabte poaiiion ia which 'thia Compaav b placed iu Tna Timbb' Article waold hava 
been even more prominently ahown if the eaperience of other yeara than thoee taken had bara 
aelectcd. 

Aa an inatanee, tha following la tha raanlt taken lirom tha acecnnta of tha Company Ibr thn 
jaarlSftft: — 

Fire Premiunu and other receipta jfl49,8l3 la f 

Loaaca, Expenaea, and IMvidend .. 131.074 13 • 

Balance aa a Reaenre from one year'a tranaactiona alone I8,IS7 ip ll 

Funda in hand, without induding ample Reeerve for Life . . . upwarda of jf 400,000 t 

ij^jtf»< » OOtf^f»fM'^rnririr^~i<*^ < ~>'^o*'' i f^r > rvnt''>r~ M 'vnr >n r^oo<afinrtoor>a>aaa 

LIFE. 
I.AROC BONUS DBCIaARED^ 1855, 

AMOUNTING to £2 PER CENT. PER ANNUM on the SUM ASSURED, 
Bang, on ageo from Twenty to Fortj, 80 per oent» on the Preminm. 

PERIODE OF DIVISiON8*-EV£RY FIVE YEARS. 

The accnmulated Eipendlture of M Lira Orricaa eoumeraied by Thb Timbb of iSth Avgttit 
laot, compared with their an-ount of Premium and lotereat ia atated to be. .'. • . . Ol per cent. 

Tha Bspandituro of the Royal laaurance Company ia only ..•• .t.. II pan 





(ROTJL INSURANCE COMPJNT CONTINUED.) 

Ufe AttranneeB effected before die end of tlie jear wlU 
be entitled to en additional jear's Bonus. 

PERCY M. DOTQr Baa.* Aotvabt and Makaobe. 

AOSITT FOA THS TAL* OF OLWTD t 

Wm. hughes, Ebo., Solicitor, 

1, CRUonrr Bo ad, BHTL. 

THB 

«■•*■ 

DEHBIOH, 

B* ROBERTS, in retmrning tfaaaks for the yery large «hare of pairon- 
age whieh the Pablic have, for so many yeara, beatowed upon nia 

OLD E8TABUSHBD 

FAMILY AND COMMERCIAL INN, 

Where domcatie oomforta are combined with the moii moderai$ 
tkmrgtBt bega to annonnoe that Uie premiaea hare lateljr undergone 
great alteration and improYement, including the addition of good 
atttin^-rooma, commanding excellent Tiewa of the pitnreaqueTown of 
]>enbigh and Yale of Clwyd, fitted ezjpreasly for the accommodation 
of Commerdal Gentlemen and TraTellera. The house has, at tlie 
aame tim^ the advantage of beins aitnated near the centre of bonneat, 
connected irith the Foat-Office, and dose to the Banks. 



WltL^MRlB BIB8, 

GOOD STABLING AND COACH-HOUSES, 

. CELEBRATED HOME-BREWED ALE. 

THB RHYI. OOAi; OOMP ABiY, 

RAILWAY STATION YARD RHTL. 

OMUMlCitI '~ 18t. 4d« per Ton. 8d. pcrCwt. 

Best HooMhold 10 10 ,, H ^ 

Beeond do. 10 «• 6 . »» 

Banj, a flsnB Ootl 9 „ 5^ . „ 

Slide 7 6 It ^h f 

TBBMS CASH. 

An Extra Charge for Credit. 

If Jti Ordera for Lancaahire, Roabon Tard» or any otUer Coal 

Speedily ezecated. 
Affly to Tkomn Marrieon, Eumtel Street, or at the Qfiee m Mf 

Coal Farif. 



JOHN LLOYD, Min-y-don, Rhyl» S^iaie, Itouie^ and Ituuranee 
Agent — for ikp WeM \aiiQnaL and, ProvineiafFite Lift, and 
ike Hail Storm, Live '^toick, and 'Orowing'Crdpe Companies. London^ 

Mt.hLoro'ng!fiieUtg^f4:ai'i*iitbhii^ NoMlit/ani^ Pa^Uo ^^^ 

fiiiting thu ufurifaUed, M^abrba^fiaa^i^bionablii: wat^Hog retntt 
acknowlodged and jof fly. termed the " ^rtghtoa of Walas/^tbai be caa enrore them 
fUrntobed^or uilfiirnUhed A'paHmeaii ba tbe shoiikest notica.*-il// qjtpUeeiimu muii 
i€ prepaid. Temu moderate, 




T*T-~r^"W 
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9, EAST PARADE, RHYL, 

' IC/bamif bif pnMDU bier rMpoetful e^pllaaicQU to ths Ndbitftj aaB^ ^^^^ u» f *• 
YlalHog" Ktkjf, iad iMgi to InfoVfn th«n that tbo liitMidt opanioK' a«r Boom * 
Mrl7 lo tho ODttting leMoo, with ■uporior Boacdiof and Lodging Mooinmod»« ' 
tiba, aad hopty by care and ■ttwition to thaeomforta of those who nuiy IhTonr 
her with thdr •opport to merit their uprobatioo. .:. -y : J :' 

MARGARET JO'NE^, ' - 

* ** HldH BTtipBT, r'hVL. 

BnHer, CAmm, JffpM'Cend Baeon 4r ^^t 
8U^EillOR'SRlTlliK WIN^itL 
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DEN^BI-GH; 

DC JOt^^/betttftd r^eani tha^ks^tb bi8*Prlelidi^i!(niffieTabW]ror 
• the ^nerptis iiipgort )ie has )iaA*4ttriiig.tMlMt^il^9;yeani in 
the above EsCabluAifiii^nt. 

The hiohbe'and 'premiieb haVe lately WnSle^gonirf gir^rimprolement 
«nd addition^ and will thereby enable the proprietor to aeoomode hia 
IVienda and- Sapportera with great cotnfbxt^ teoMbiiied' with Moderate 
ohaivea,- 

' The Honae atandi in High Street^ dose to the Town HaU» iMiicMii 
tb^ centre of bnaineaa* .» j 



ij ;, - - - 



GOOD STXBLINti AND COACH HOUSES. 



. ' ■ ■ ■ ; . ' . ' 



MR.. TAYLOR^ YsTERiNAiEiY SuRQKOM, DRNBioB^Agent fdr tiie 
Anihbr'*Fire''and iA/e^ JnfHranee Company ^ NaiUnud Life 
'/Sftotk, (Hareee, Cattle, ^e.;J Economical ManWf, f», * ; f 



i .1. 



THOMAS ROBERTS, 

GROCERY AND 

GENERAL PROVISION WAREHOUSE, 

YALE STREET, (corner ot SWAN LANB.) 

DBNBXOH, 

tiM dways on hand « large stock of tlie following goods, — 



Oroeeriei, 

Teas* 

CoffeeSy 

CaeoBf 

Chooolata, 

Sugars, 

Soups, 

Candle^ 

Brushes, 

Confectionarjr, 



AH sort of Biseoits, Best home cured 

Pickles, Hams and Bacon, 

Fraits, Lard, 

Spices, Flour, ,. 

Seeds, Rice, 

Yinegar, Oatmeal, 

. . Ittdia meal 

PromnoM^. Beanmeal, 

Eread, Pigmeal, 

Butter, Bran. 

Best Cheese, Pew, white, split, ke. 



VERY 80PBRI0R CIGARS AND SNUFFS, &C., &C. 

JOHN BASSETT, 

GILDER AND PAPER«HANQER| 
VAI«E STREET^ DENBIGH, 

ttt raturning his thanks to all who have fatoiuml^hlm with their patronage, ilnoo hr 
has oommeoced hoslness, begs leave to announce that he is prapared to czecule aU 
orders or contracts with pnnctualitj, in a superior manner, and at tlie most reason- 
sMe dmfes* 

BEE HO TEL, AB ERGELE. 

IMTRi. CLARKE, begs to inform her friends and the Public, that 
^^■'' she haa entered upon the abote-named Hotel* of which she is determined to 
uphold the hitherto desertedlj high character, and she trusts by attention to tho 
comforts of l^tellers. Families, and others, who may favoor her with a visit to en- 
joj a continuance of the patronage which has been so liberally bestowed upon her 
predecessor. 

Mrs. Clarke has exerdsed the greatest care in her selection of Wines and Spirits, Ac. 

Well -aired Beds ; Posting in all Its branches) and an Omnlbne from the house 
goes to the station to meet every train. 

Mrs. Clarke Will be glad to board families upon moderate terms. 

17 BLAND, AuCTiONCER and Appraiskr, Landscape Gardener 
'^^ cmf Surv e i fo r, Dbnbioh, bogs to return his grateful thanks to those 
6eBtJ#meD, Bolidtois, Agents, and the Public generally, whose kind support he 
has received lor the last 24 years; and In retpectfuUy solidtiiig a contfaiuai|ce of tboae 
lavors, be assures all parties who may engage Um, that every possible sttciktioi»> 
shall be paid to their interests. C(jfffce : BueHd Cotta$€, BtucoW9 kUi, 
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